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Genesis 24 

Last week we read about the death of Sarah and the purchase of the burial plot.  It may have gone 
unnoticed, but Isaac was not mentioned at all. Where was he that he could not come to help his 
father bury Sarah?   

 

Even throughout this chapter, until the very end, we do not hear any details about Isaac’s life.    

 

We simply do not know, and conjecture is a guess at best.  This has led some to rely on 
uncorroborated traditions and even the “Book of Yasher”, which while referenced in Scripture (Joshua 
10:13 and 2 Samuel 1:18), is not inspired and should not be relied on as Scripture. The Book of 
Yasher states that Isaac was away at the School of Shem and Eber learning the ways of the LORD.  I 
bring this up because this type of traditional writings are interesting at times but it ends there. 

 

(Genesis 24:1 NKJV)  Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age; and the LORD had blessed 
Abraham in all things. 

 
Most are sure that Abraham is 140 years old. We are told that Isaac was forty years old when 
Rebekah became his wife (from chapter 25:20);  We know that Abraham was 100 years old 
when Isaac was born. Simple addition works out to be 140.   
 
More importantly, we read that the LORD was certainly true to His promises to bless 
Abraham’s socks off.  
 

(Genesis 24:2 NKJV)  So Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he 
had, "Please, put your hand under my thigh,  (Genesis 24:3 NKJV)  and I will make you swear by the 
LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the 
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell; (Genesis 24:4 NKJV)  but you shall go to my 
country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac." 
 

It is presumed that this is Eliezer (“God of help”) who was first mentioned in Chapter 15 when 
Abraham wanted to make this servant his heir.  Eliezer was the head over his household and 
managed all that Abraham owned, including the other servants. 
Then we read about this strange “hand under the thigh” thing.  
 
The custom of the day was for a servant to place his hand under his master’s thigh to show is 
readiness, willingness and loyalty to do all that was commanded of him.   We will see this 
again in Genesis 47, when Jacob, who is near death, tells Joseph to place his hand under his 
thigh and swear that Joseph will not bury him in Egypt. 
 
The oath for Eliezer was to NOT take a wife for Isaac from among the Canaanites. Abraham 
knew of their idolatry, of their degenerate behavior and that they were the descendants of 
Canaan who was cursed by God.    
 
What was strange to me was that Abraham’s family was known for their idol’s.  But evidently, 
his influence by his belief in the True God was understood by them.  The LORD was most 
likely worshipped along with their other “gods”.   Abraham, it is thought, perhaps felt that a wife 
from his family might be persuaded to abandon the idols and worship only the LORD God.  
While this is speculation, it is reasonable given what we know.  
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(Genesis 24:5 NKJV)  And the servant said to him, "Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow 
me to this land. Must I take your son back to the land from which you came?"   (Genesis 24:6 NKJV)  
But Abraham said to him, “Beware that you do not take my son back there. 

 
Abraham insists that Isaac not be taken to Haran to find a wife.  
Why?  Let’s read on… 
 

(Genesis 24:7 NKJV)  The LORD God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from the 
land of my family, and who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, 'To your descendants I give this 
land,' He will send His angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 
 

By faith in God’s promise to give his descendants the land where he now dwelt, Abraham 
knew that God would be faithful to find him a wife from among his brethren.  
 
BTW:  Some commentators believe that the angel that God would send along with him was the 
Angel of the LORD, (Jesus) who was there to superintend all the details of Abraham’s desires 
for the right bride for his son.   
 

(Genesis 24:8 NKJV)  And if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be released from this 
oath; only do not take my son back there.” (Genesis 24:9 NKJV)  So the servant put his hand under 
the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to him concerning this matter. 
 

Yes, a wife for Isaac would be found but Abraham considered the possibility that she might not 
want to move from her family.  
 
If that happened, then Eliezer was released from his oath. 
 
Abraham again reiterated the command not to take Isaac out of the promised land.  
 
And with his hand under Abraham’s thigh, Eliezer swore to obey his master in all things 
concerning Isaac. 
 
Now, is there anything that bother’s you about this account? I’m not speaking of its truthfulness 
because it is Scripture.  What struck me strange is that Isaac is 40 years old.  It seems strange 
that at this age his father is seeking a wife for him.  But, alas, I could not find any reason for my 
concern.  It certainly was the custom of the day and well into the future for the father to seek a 
bride for his son. The timing, I realized, was none of my concern. 
 

(Genesis 24:10 NKJV)  Then the servant took ten of his master's camels and departed, for all his 
master's goods were in his hand. And he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. 
(Genesis 24:11 NKJV)  And he made his camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water at 
evening time, the time when women go out to draw water. 
 

Nahor was Abraham’s brother as was Haran. These were also the names of towns in the same 
region which was northwest of Canaan. 
 
Eliezer was well supplied for the journey. As we will see, he also brought gifts for the bride and 
her family.  He comes to the city at evening time and rests near a well.  He did not presume to 
draw water from the well so he waited.  
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(Genesis 24:12 NKJV)  Then he said, "O LORD God of my master Abraham, please give me success 
this day, and show kindness to my master Abraham.  (Genesis 24:13 NKJV)  Behold, here I stand by 
the well of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water.  (Genesis 
24:14 NKJV)  Now let it be that the young woman to whom I say, 'Please let down your pitcher that I 
may drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink'—let her be the one You 
have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this I will know that You have shown kindness to my 
master." 
 

Eliezer’s master, Abraham, as taught him well. Abraham’s God is his God.  And as he waits, 
he prays.  His pray is wonderful. He prays for success for the sake of his master. He also 
prays for a sign and is bold enough to suggest what it should entail.  I suppose that in his mind, 
he thought it was not such a huge sign like having fire fall from heaven onto an altar.   And 
again, I love that he is concerned for his master, Abraham.  
 

(Genesis 24:15 NKJV)  And it happened, before he had finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who 
was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out with her pitcher 
on her shoulder. 
 

Abraham knew that his brother Nahor had a wife Milcah and that she bore to him many sons.  
He was even told that one son, Bethuel also had a daughter.  Perhaps this was the woman 
that Abraham had in mind all along but left it up to God to make that decision. 
 
I love how God was answering his prayer before he even finished.  Of all the women who 
would have come out to the well to draw water, the first one was Rebekah, his brother’s 
granddaughter.  Eliezer doesn’t know it yet but he just laid eyes on God’s choice for Isaac’s 
wife! 
 

(Genesis 24:16 NKJV)  Now the young woman was very beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man had 
known her. And she went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and came up. 
 

The description is redundant in that it says the young woman is a virgin and no man had 
known her.  The Hebrew word for virgin can mean maid, damsel or virgin, so perhaps this was 
to categorically state that she was a virgin.  
 
Then again, his story was most likely written by Isaac so it is looking back at the circumstances 
and filling in the gaps so-to-speak.  
 
We know from ancient customs that the bride had to be a virgin.  
 

(Genesis 24:17 NKJV)  And the servant ran to meet her and said, "Please let me drink a little water 
from your pitcher." 
 

Eliezer is excited!  He speaks the words he prayed to God, hoping that she would respond as 
he prayed as well. 
 

(Genesis 24:18 NKJV)  So she said, "Drink, my lord." Then she quickly let her pitcher down to her 
hand, and gave him a drink. 
(Genesis 24:19 NKJV)  And when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, "I will draw water for 
your camels also, until they have finished drinking."  (Genesis 24:20 NKJV)  Then she quickly 
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emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back to the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels. 
 

The young woman has responded just as Eliezer prayed!  And she is kind, thoughtful and 
hospitable!    
 

(Genesis 24:21 NKJV)  And the man, wondering at her, remained silent so as to know whether the 
LORD had made his journey prosperous or not. 

 
The Hebrew in this verse seems to indicate that Eliezer was in a state of shock and perhaps a 
bit giddy at the prospect of such success!   Perhaps he was thinking, “Could this be 
happening?  And so soon and in such detail as I prayed?” 
 

(Genesis 24:22 NKJV)  So it was, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a 
golden nose ring weighing half a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels 
of gold, 
 

These were part of the gifts given to the chosen bride. The “nose ring” sometimes has 
connotations of “ownership” but this particular gift may have been a jewel that hung from the 
forehead by a ribbon and down between the eyes then upon the nose.  In other words, it was 
fashionable jewelry of the times.  
 
It would also certainly impress the young maiden and her family.    
 
Did he give them to her at this moment?   I don’t think so. Let’s read on. 
 

(Genesis 24:23 NKJV)  and said, "Whose daughter are you? Tell me, please, is there room in your 
father's house for us to lodge?" 
 

Eliezer asks about her family and wants to know if they are hospitable to strangers which was 
very important in the culture as we have read before.  
 

(Genesis 24:24 NKJV)  So she said to him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah's son, whom she 
bore to Nahor."  (Genesis 24:25 NKJV)  Moreover she said to him, “We have both straw and feed 
enough, and room to lodge.” 

 
This is it!  He has found the one about whom he has prayed! 
 
And what is his first response? 
 

(Genesis 24:26 NKJV)  Then the man bowed down his head and worshiped the LORD.  (Genesis 
24:27 NKJV)  And he said, "Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken 
His mercy and His truth toward my master. As for me, being on the way, the LORD led me to the 
house of my master's brethren." 
 
 
 
We are seeing a slice of the culture of the day. But that’s not what struck me as important.  
 
We are seeing faith in action.  

Abraham’s faith that Isaac would find a wife, a good wife who would also bear children.  The 
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promises and blessings would pass down through the ages until God would bless all the 
Nations through his Seed.   By faith, Abraham wants his son to marry someone from his own 
family. Even though they are not pure in their beliefs, by faith he knows that God will reveal 
Himself to the chosen bride.   
 

We are seeing obedience in action. 
Abraham learned obedience and now we see his servant Eliezer exhibiting the same 
obedience that is motivated by faith.  He swears to Abraham that he will do exactly as he is 
told.  Abraham’s faith is Eliezer’s faith. Abraham’s God is Eliezer’s God. 
 

We are seeing prayer in action. 
Eliezer is a man of prayer. When he comes to the city of Nahor, the first thing he does is 
pray.  Yes, even in faith, even believing God for His Promises should not keep us from 
praying.  He humbly seeks the LORD will and asks for clear confirmation of it.  While he seems 
to be dictating to the LORD how it should be confirmed, I also think, in this venture, it was wise 
to be so specific.  For us, we need to be careful when discerning God’s will through 
circumstances.  Our flesh can distort things and cause us to ignore things that seem to be 
against what We want or focus our attention only on those circumstances for what We do want 
– all the while ignoring what God wants.  Eliezer didn’t try to rely on his own discernment but 
rather asked God to guide him to the right decision.  
  

And we are seeing worship in action.  
Eliezer started with prayer and ended with worship!  I think this is a good lesson for us as well.  
Start with prayer….wait on God while going forward….and regardless of the outcome, worship 
Him for the results.    

 
We are seeing Abraham’s godly influence on another. 

This influence on Eliezer was shown not in words, but in actions.  Eliezer learned faith, prayer, 
worship, and a host of other godly characteristics by observing his master.  
 

We too learn much from observation. Today, as long as it is called Today, let us look to our Master as 
much as Eliezer looked upon his. Let us be transformed by our Master as much as Eliezer was 
transformed by his master. We too can do this if we humble ourselves before Him,  worship and pray, 
and do the things He asks us to do.    
 
A gentle word of warning:  Doing all this in our own strength is exhausting.  I know this well.  This 
morning, as I was thinking of this very thing, He led me to think on what He taught those who follow: 
 

Matthew 11:28-30 NKJV  Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.  (29)  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.  (30)  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 

 
Yes!  I am yoked to my Master who is stronger, wiser, and perfectly capable to do all He asks as we 
walk together.  Even here He says, “stay as close as if we are bound together and LEARN FROM 
ME!”  
 
Oh God forgive us when we unshackle ourselves from You to plow the earth alone.  Thank you for 
lifting up the yoke so that we can place it back on us.  And grant us repentance to once again learn 
from You the Way, the Truth and the Life for which we were redeemed. 
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