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We are near the end of Abraham’s life. Before He goes, he marries 
again. I don’t know why.  
 

The baton of the covenant has been passed onto Isaac. And, we will 
read about who the LORD selected after Isaac.  
 

Genesis 25:1-34 NKJV  Abraham again took a wife, and her 
name was Keturah.  (2)  And she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, 
Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.  (3)  Jokshan begot Sheba and 
Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and 
Leummim.  (4)  And the sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, 
Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah.  (5)  
And Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac.  (6)  But Abraham 
gave gifts to the sons of the concubines which Abraham had; and 
while he was still living he sent them eastward, away from Isaac his 
son, to the country of the east.   

 

Timelines have this event occurring about 3 years after Sarah 
died. Abraham is about 140 years old.  Nobody knows where 
Abraham met Keturah and while he had 6 sons by her, Isaac 
remained the Promised son of Sarah and heir of the covenant 
that the LORD made to Abraham.   
 

Midian should be noted as the father of the Midianites who 
caused pagan gods to come into the camps of the Israelites 
which resulted in a plague being sent by God!  Before that, they 
were the traders who took Joseph to Egypt to sell him to 
Potiphar. 
  

Abraham is near the end of his life therefore he gives everything 
he owned to Isaac except for gifts for the sons of the 
concubines (note) Abraham had which included Ishmael, 
Hagar’s son.   The gifts were probably very generous as 
Abraham was a wealthy man! 
 

Before He died, he sent all of the sons eastward to be far from 
Isaac and Rebekah just as he did with Hagar and Ishmael.  
 

(7)  This is the sum of the years of Abraham's life which he lived: one 
hundred and seventy-five years.  (8)  Then Abraham breathed his last 
and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was 
gathered to his people.  (9)  And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried 
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him in the cave of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the field of 
Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite,  (10)  the field which Abraham 
purchased from the sons of Heth. There Abraham was buried, and 
Sarah his wife.   
 

That Abraham was a great man of faith is seen in the fact that 
he is mentioned 70 times in the New Testament alone. Only 
Moses is mentioned more times in the New Testament (80 
times).   
 

Both James and Paul wrote much about this great man 
of faith: 
 

In Romans 4:8-12 Paul writes:   BLESSED IS THE MAN 
TO WHOM THE LORD SHALL NOT IMPUTE SIN."  And 
goes on to write:  “faith was accounted to Abraham for 
righteousness”.   And even though he received the sign of 
circumcision, his faith was accounted to him while he was 
still uncircumcised unless we’d think that it was “works” 
instead of faith that imputed righteousness to him.  This 
is what the Judaizers tried to insist on: that you had to be 
circumcised in order to be saved, or, to put it another way, 
you had to be Jewish to be saved!   
 

In Galatians, Paul is more succinct.  
 

Galatians 3:7-9 NKJV  Therefore know that only those 
who are of faith are sons of Abraham.  (8)  And the 
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles 
by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham 
beforehand, saying, "In you all the nations shall be 
blessed."  (9)  So then those who are of faith are 
blessed with believing Abraham. 

 

Paul says that the LORD preached the gospel to Abraham. 
That was strange so I looked at that word:  The Greek 
word for “gospel” is only used in this verse in the NT:  it 
means to announce the good news before the gospel was 
announced by Jesus.  The good news is the ultimate 
blessing of salvation by grace through faith which 
Abraham had! The gospel is also the fulfillment of all the 
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promises the LORD made, even before the foundations of 
the earth were formed. 

 

Both Isaiah and James write that Abraham was a friend of 
God. This was his epitaph.   
 

(James 2:23 NKJV)  And the Scripture was fulfilled which 
says, "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS 
ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS." And 
he was called the friend of God. 
 

Isaiah 41:8 NKJV  "But you, Israel, are My servant, Jacob 
whom I have chosen, The descendants of Abraham My 
friend. 

 

Abraham was not “born this way”.  Abraham learned faith by 
his obedience and through his lapses of faith to the LORD.   In 
other words, God tested him to both “see what his faith was 
made of” and to “strengthen his faith through trials and 
difficulties”.  
 

While the Scriptures tell us about the life of Abraham 
and the trials and testing’s he experienced, two of 
them stand out.  But first, I want to note that just 
because you are faithful, doesn’t make you perfect. King David 
is another example of this principle:  He was always seeking the 
LORD’s heart, but he had serious lapses in obedience! 

  

1. leaving his homeland  - this was as much an act of separation 
as it was getting to a land that the LORD wanted to establish 
as His own!  He did take Lot with him even after the LORD 
say not to take anyone but his own family (his wife and 
servants).  But the lesson is clear:  will you love and obey me 
more than any other? Will you put me first over the wants 
and needs of your extended family?  It was Abrahams first 
step that set off a very long history of getting the Son of God 
to come from the womb of a virgin to grow up and then to 
save the world! 

2. The binding of Isaac for sacrifice (The Akedah) – this was the 
pinnacle of his life of faith. It brought out the strength he 
would need to fight future temptations, especially knowing 
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that the LORD did not want Isaac to marry a Canaanite 
woman. The nation that God was building would be of His 
own design and the blessing that would come to all the 
nations must come from Isaac’s seed who would also be the 
LORD’s choice. 

 

(11)  And it came to pass, after the death of Abraham, that God 
blessed his son Isaac. And Isaac dwelt at Beer Lahai Roi.   

 

This is south of Hebron, a.k.a., Mamre.  This was where the 
LORD came to Hagar and gave her hope for her unborn son.  
It’s about 60 miles south of Hebron and about 40 miles south of 
Beersheba where Abraham dwelt after making a covenant with 
Abimelech. 
 

The Blessing is something that father’s give their sons, 
especially the first born. Isaac would bless Jacob (and later 
Esau) and Jacob would bless his twelve sons. We have also seen 
where the blessing can include prophetic utterances about the 
son’s future or their character. More on this later in our Genesis 
study. 

 

Read 12 and 17: 

(12)  Now this is the genealogy of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, 
whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s maidservant, bore to 
Abraham.  (13)  And these were the names of the sons of Ishmael, 
by their names, according to their generations: The firstborn of 
Ishmael, Nebajoth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,  (14)  Mishma, 
Dumah, Massa,  (15)  Hadar, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah.  
(16)  These were the sons of Ishmael and these were their names, by 
their towns and their settlements, twelve princes according to their 
nations.  (17)  These were the years of the life of Ishmael: one 
hundred and thirty-seven years; and he breathed his last 
and died, and was gathered to his people.  (18)  (They dwelt 
from Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt as you go 
toward Assyria.) He died in the presence of all his brethren.   
 

The LORD promised Hagar that Ishmael would be the father of 
twelve princes.  He kept His promise.  
 

(19)  This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham's son. Abraham begot 
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Isaac.  (20)  Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah as wife, 
the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban 
the Syrian.  (21)  Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, 
because she was barren; and the LORD granted his plea, and 
Rebekah his wife conceived.  (22)  But the children struggled 
together within her; and she said, "If all is well, why am I like this?" 
So she went to inquire of the LORD.   
 

Isaac and Rebekah both sought the LORD when things were 
difficult. Isaac knew from his father the LORD’s promises of a 
great nation from his own seed.  The word “pleaded” means that 
he interceded on behalf of Rebekah knowing that the LORD was 
the One he could trust.  When Rebekah was pregnant, she 
experienced much discomfort. By faith she too went to the 
LORD for relief.  Instead of relieving her pain, He told her what 
was going on inside her womb.  
 

(23)  And the LORD said to her: "Two nations are in your womb, Two 
peoples shall be separated from your body; One people shall be 
stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger."  (24)  
So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there 
were twins in her womb. 

 

The LORD tells Rebekah the truth about the twins. They would 
be the fathers of two great nations.  The LORD then tells her 
that the younger would be stronger and the older would serve 
the younger.   

 

This idea of the LORD reversing the “traditions” of the culture 
regarding the first-born son is a very difficult concept. I don’t 
want to go into a lot of detail.  The concept is clearly defined in 
Romans 9: 
 

Romans 9:10-13 NKJV  And not only this, but when 
Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our 
father Isaac  (11)  (for the children not yet being born, nor 
having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works but of 
Him who calls),  (12)  it was said to her, "THE OLDER 
SHALL SERVE THE YOUNGER."  (13)  As it is written, 
"JACOB I HAVE LOVED, BUT ESAU I HAVE HATED." 
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I don’t want to teach election (the predetermined choice of God) 
vs the free-will of man. The Bible teaches both.  
 

But it shouldn’t be difficult to accept that God makes sovereign 
choices based on His perfect will and plans.  Jacob was chosen 
over Esau as the heir of the covenantal promises made to Isaac 
and Abraham.  Paul says that God made this choice even before 
they were born (and before they did any good or evil). Some 
question whether or not God could ignore His own omniscience 
of knowing the beginning to the end.  And, of course, it’s gets 
really messy when we consider election (that is, salvation)  by 
sovereignty alone vs the affects of God-given free-will of man.   
And the debate goes on…. 
 

For me, the issue is quite clear:  are we going to trust God and 
know that His decisions and choices are not arbitrary or erratic? 
Are we going to submit to the truth that His choices are perfect 
even though the people that are involved are far from perfect? 
Are we going to accept that His wisdom, love, and goodness are 
far above anything we can conceive?   We must humble 
ourselves before Him. We must not judge His ways or choices! 
It we do, we will probably live a life of anger and frustration!  
Let’s agree on this: 

Isaiah 55:8-9 NKJV  "For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD.  
(9)  "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are 
My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than 
your thoughts. 

 

One final thought:  because I do believe that the Scriptures 
teach the sovereignty of God and the free-will of man, I will 
always glorify the LORD and never boast of my decision to 
accept Christ as my Savior. He didn’t force me, but let’s just say 
that His love and kindness compelled me! 

 

Now back to the twins: 
 

Genesis 25:25-34 NKJV  And the first came out red. He was like a 
hairy garment all over; so they called his name Esau.  (26)  Afterward 
his brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau's heel; so his 
name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.  
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(27)  So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the 
field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents.  (28)  And Isaac 
loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.  (29)  
Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he 
was weary.  (30)  And Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me with that 
same red stew, for I am weary." Therefore his name was called Edom.  
(31)  But Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright as of this day."  (32)  
And Esau said, "Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to 
me?"  (33)  Then Jacob said, "Swear to me as of this day." So he swore 
to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.  (34)  And Jacob gave Esau 
bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his 
way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 

Esau means hairy.  He was also very red which is why he is also 
called Edom (verse 30).   
 

The name “Jacob” means heal-catcher.  It also has a secondary 
meaning of “supplanter” or “usurper”.   Most believe that Jacob 
was not just holding on to Esau’s heel but that he was trying to 
pull Esau back into the womb so that he would come out first.  
This is just conjecture.    
 

The description of Esau is that of a “man’s man”.  He was a 
hunter who often went out alone into the countryside. He was 
also referred to as a “cunning” man.   By the way, in the context 
of Genesis, being a skillful hunter isn’t a compliment.  
Remember, Nimrod was a mighty hunter!   
 

The translation says that Jacob was a “mild man”.  He is also 
called “plain”, “quiet”, and “simple”. (I’ve even heard it said that 
he was a momma’s boy).  But when I looked at the Hebrew, the 

word means “complete; pious;  undefiled, upright”.  It’s strange 
that most translations have “plain or quiet”.  There seems to be 
a built-in prejudice against this “heal-catcher”.   

 

So Esau comes in from the hunt and is hungry. Jacob says, “sell 
me your birth-right first”.  Esau claims that he is dying from 
hunger. But what’s more telling is what he said:  “what is this 
birthright to me”.   Esau had lot’s of choices here. He could have 
gone to his mother’s tent. Or fixed something he caught while 
hunting.  But the bottom line is,  Esau see no value in the 
birthright!  (btw: there was precedent in the culture of the day 
that allowed the birthright to be sold). 
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This birthright a double portion of whatever Isaac had including 

land!.  I’m not sure he understood, but it also included the 

spiritual benefits of being in the lineage to Messiah who would 

bless the Nations! 

When the Scripture says that Esau despised his birthright it 
means that he deemed it worthless and he “held it in contempt”.   
Esau cared nothing about God or His purposes!     

 

Hebrews 12:14, 16 NKJV  Pursue peace with all people, and 
holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:    

: 

(16)  lest there be any fornicator or profane person like 
Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright.   

 

What is this all about?  What’s the big picture here?  Once again the 
theme of obedience comes up. We have certainly witnessed the life of 
faith of Abraham as he learned obedience to the LORD.  Yes, faith 
without works is dead because it’s the only way to prove it. Your 
words mean nothing without your works.  
 

We witnessed the passage of time whereby the mantle of faith passed 
from Abraham to Isaac and soon to Jacob.  God’s plan of redemption 
is moving forward, slowly and surely.  We have more to learn about 
Isaac and a whole lot more to learn about Jacob and his 12 sons.  
 

The faith we have witnessed in Abraham can be ours.  Our situations 
are the same – not in terms of culture or history or environment or 
even events – but they are the same in the larger context.  
 

Abraham spent his life living for the promises of God and the coming 
One who would be His Seed that would bless the world with salvation, 
forgiveness, sanctification and certainly justification that would grant 
eternal life in a heavenly homeland.  He might not have been able to 
use those words about the Blessing but he understood that there was 
a better homeland and a heavenly country that he would inherit!   
 

We too are living with the same hope. We are living with the hope of 
His Second Coming.  We are hoping for the same homeland. And like 
those who died before us, we too might not receive the promise of the 
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rapture but we too are assured of them because we see by faith and 
not by sight.  God is preparing a homeland for us and He is not 
ashamed to be called our God because we too will stay faithful to His 
Word.  We too may be tested, we too will go thru tribulations and 
trials, we too might have our faith beaten and battered for a little 
while BUT God is faithful. He will keep us strong so that we will be   
faithful, pure and complete in Christ when we are presented to His 
Father, Our Father and our God!   We may not wish to die but we are 
not afraid because it’s just a change of location, from here to eternity 
in one tiny moment.  

 


