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Last week we ended with Jacob dressed like Esau and trying to deceive his 
father. It almost worked because Isaac was skeptical.  He kissed his son and 
then smelled Esau’s clothing up close and was convinced. 

 

Genesis 27:26-29  Then his father Isaac said to him, "Come near now and 
kiss me, my son."  (27)  And he came near and kissed him; and he smelled 
the smell of his clothing, and blessed him and said: "Surely, the smell of my 
son Is like the smell of a field Which the LORD has blessed.  (28)  Therefore 
may God give you Of the dew of heaven, Of the fatness of the earth, And 
plenty of grain and wine.  (29)  Let peoples serve you, And nations bow 
down to you. Be master over your brethren, And let your mother's sons 
bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, And blessed be those 
who bless you!"   

  

While Jacob did the deed, the entire family is to blame. Everybody 
lied about something. And nobody trusted God whose word never 
returned void.  There has never been a verse or proverb that says, 
“God helps those who help themselves”.  
 

Now we come to the part of the story where the perfect storm is going to 
strike.  Esau returns from the hunt and brings his father the promised stew. 
What happens next isn’t pretty! 
 

(Genesis 27:30 NKJV)  Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished 
blessing Jacob, and Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac 
his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. (Genesis 27:31 
NKJV)  He also had made savory food, and brought it to his father, and said 
to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s game, that your soul 
may bless me.” (Genesis 27:32 NKJV)  And his father Isaac said to him, 
“Who are you?” So he said, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.”  

 

The timing was perfect as Jacob leaves his father. Esau enters with 
the stew and is expecting a blessing in return.  Technically, Esau lies 
as well because he sold his birthright to Jacob – perhaps under duress 
but willingly nonetheless!  Therefore, he may have been the firstborn, 
but he gave up his rights to the blessing of his father because he 
despised his birthright! 
 

(Genesis 27:33 NKJV)  Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said, “Who? 
Where is the one who hunted game and brought it to me? I ate all of it 
before you came, and I have blessed him—and indeed he shall be blessed.” 
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Isaac “shutters with terror”. There’s about 4 different Hebrew words 
that the 2 English words are trying to express:   Isaac physically shook 
with fear!  Why?    
 

It was because this huge lightbulb hung over his head and a sign that 
said, “Isaac!  Do you realize what almost happened?  You think you 
blessed the wrong son but in reality, you blessed My chosen one. You 
tried to bless the wrong son which was against My spoken will! 
 

Realizing his big mess, he told Esau – “yes, I blessed your brother and 
there’s nothing I can do about it. It’s a done deal and he will be 
blessed!”. 
 

(Genesis 27:34 NKJV)  When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried 
with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, "Bless me—
me also, O my father!" (Genesis 27:35 NKJV)  But he said, "Your brother 
came with deceit and has taken away your blessing."  (Genesis 27:36 NKJV)  
And Esau said, "Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me 
these two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken 
away my blessing!" And he said, "Have you not reserved a blessing for me?" 
(Genesis 27:37 NKJV)  Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, "Indeed I 
have made him your master, and all his brethren I have given to him as 
servants; with grain and wine I have sustained him. What shall I do now for 
you, my son?" (Genesis 27:38 NKJV)  And Esau said to his father, "Have 
you only one blessing, my father? Bless me—me also, O my father!" 
And Esau lifted up his voice and wept.  (Genesis 27:39 NKJV)  Then 
Isaac his father answered and said to him: "Behold, your dwelling shall be 
of the fatness of the earth, And of the dew of heaven from above. (Genesis 
27:40 NKJV)  By your sword you shall live, And you shall serve your 
brother; And it shall come to pass, when you become restless, That you 
shall break his yoke from your neck." 
 

While Isaac’s old bones are rattling, Esau starts to cry out!  It was 
something like a blood curdling scream and he wailed before his 
father!   “Bless me too!” 
 

But Isaac understood that he did wrong in trying to give Esau the 
blessing that God wanted for Jacob.  But he still tried to pin it all on 
Jacob:  Jacob lied and pretended to be you and he has stolen your 
blessing.   
 

Esau agrees and says that Jacob is a usurper twice over!  He took my 
birthright and now he taken my blessing . Not quite truthful….when 
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Esau had the birthright and considered the spiritual benefits, he 
didn’t want it!  But now that he saw it in terms of wealth and 
headship benefits, he wanted it.   

 

Isaac tells Esau part of the prophetic blessing that Jacob received: 
that is,  Jacob would be Esau’s master and his descendants as well!   
Well, that gets him going again and he cries again!   BLESS ME!!!!   
Even the phrase “fatness of the land” is thought to indicate that Esau 
would be a nomad and have to work hard at a living and be will also 
be dependent upon God.  
 

 

(Genesis 27:41 NKJV)  So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with 
which his father blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, “The days of 
mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 
(Genesis 27:42 NKJV)  And the words of Esau her older son were told to 
Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said to him, 
“Surely your brother Esau comforts himself concerning you by intending to 
kill you. (Genesis 27:43 NKJV)  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: 
arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran. (Genesis 27:44 NKJV)  And stay 
with him a few days, until your brother’s fury turns away, (Genesis 27:45 
NKJV)  until your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what 
you have done to him; then I will send and bring you from there. Why 
should I be bereaved also of you both in one day?” (Genesis 27:46 NKJV)  
And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life because of the daughters 
of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, like these who are 
the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to me?” 

 

Esau is furious and sees no good way to rectify the situation. So, he 

decides that Jacob must be killed.   Hebrews 12 has a good summary: 

Hebrews 12:14-17 NKJV  Pursue peace with all people, and 
holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:  (15)  looking 
carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any 
root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by 
this many become defiled;  (16)  lest there be any fornicator 
or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold 
his birthright.  (17)  For you know that afterward, when he 
wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found 
no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with 
tears. 
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He let his anger grow roots into his heart. It choked out forgiveness, 
peace, and any thought of repentance. Even the author of Hebrews 
discerns that Esau’s tears were not a sign of repentance but just 
emotional manipulation of his father.  
 

They say, “Sometimes you fight and sometimes you flee”. Well, 
Rebekah encourages Jacob to head for the hills.  She has a couple of 
things in mind. 1) get to a safe place and 2) take a wife from our 
family and not from the Canaanites like your brother who grieved her 
and Isaac greatly.  So, off to Haran to see her brother Laban.  Her 
prophetic skills are lacking because a “few days” turns into 20 years!  

 

The byproduct of Rebekah's deception is that she never saw her 

favorite son again.  

(Genesis 28:1 NKJV)  Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and 
charged him, and said to him: “You shall not take a wife from the daughters 
of Canaan.  (Genesis 28:2 NKJV)  Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the house of 
Bethuel your mother’s father; and take yourself a wife from there of the 
daughters of Laban your mother’s brother. (Genesis 28:3 NKJV)  “May God 
Almighty bless you, And make you fruitful and multiply you, That you may 
be an assembly of peoples; (Genesis 28:4 NKJV)  And give you the blessing 
of Abraham, To you and your descendants with you, That you may inherit 
the land In which you are a stranger, Which God gave to Abraham.” 
(Genesis 28:5 NKJV)  So Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to Padan 
Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the 
mother of Jacob and Esau. 

 

Isaac calls Jacob to bless him and give him his charge. The charge is 
to only marry within the family. Do not intermarry with the heathen 
Canaanites who do not know the LORD God and therefore will cause 
you to stray from Him.  Isaac blesses Jacob with the blessing that God 
gave his grandfather, Abraham.  “To you and your descendants 
with you, That you may inherit the land In which you are 
a stranger, Which God gave to Abraham.”  
 

(Genesis 28:6 NKJV)  Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him 
away to Padan Aram to take himself a wife from there, and that as he 
blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, “You shall not take a wife from 
the daughters of Canaan,” (Genesis 28:7 NKJV)  and that Jacob had obeyed 
his father and his mother and had gone to Padan Aram. (Genesis 28:8 
NKJV)  Also Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his 
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father Isaac. (Genesis 28:9 NKJV)  So Esau went to Ishmael and took 
Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, 
to be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 

 

Esau knows about this and also notices that Jacob was obedient to his 
parents. That root of bitterness also grew into defiance of his parents’ 
wishes and off he goes to see Uncle Ishmael. He “marries” Ishmael’s 
daughter, and she becomes another of his wives.  
 

(Genesis 28:10 NKJV)  Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went 
toward Haran. (Genesis 28:11 NKJV)  So he came to a certain place and 
stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the 
stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to 
sleep. (Genesis 28:12 NKJV)  Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder 
was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there 
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. (Genesis 
28:13 NKJV)  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: "I 
am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land 
on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. (Genesis 28:14 
NKJV)  Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall 
spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in 
you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. (Genesis 
28:15 NKJV)  Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, 
and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have 
done what I have spoken to you." 
 

So, what about this dream? Musta been that burrito he had along they 
way!   
 
Well, it was clearly the LORD’s doing. But did the ladder have 
anything to do with the blessings he received from the LORD?   And is 
what Jesus said to His disciples any help? 
 

John 1:51 NKJV  And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to 
you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 

 

Clearly this is strange. And perhaps Jacob really didn’t understand 
this other than that where he laid his head that night was special as 
we will read in the next verse.  Certainly, he understood the LORD’s 
words!  But the images?  Perhaps…. 
 

Jacob receives confirmation that his calling was from the LORD. And 
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aside from the land, he and his seed would bless all the families of the 
earth!  This is the greater blessing, but when it occurred a couple of 
thousand years later,  many of his descendants would reject Him 
because they sought earthly blessings and not spiritual blessings. 
They yearned for political freedom and not spiritual freedom from the 
root cause of all misery on earth!  Therefore, nearly all of them 
rejected the Blessed and Promised Seed!   
 

But for Jacob, who was a homebody, the LORD also gives him great 
comfort:  I am with you, and I will keep you safe wherever you go 
until I have accomplished ALL that I have spoken to you.  Little did 
Jacob know how long that would take…yes, his head was that thick! 

 

(Genesis 28:16 NKJV)  Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely 
the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it." (Genesis 28:17 NKJV)  
And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!" 
 

Jacob calls this place the “house of God” or Beth-el. But he also calls it 
the gate of heaven.  The Hebrew words for “afraid and awesome” is 
actually one word. It is reverential fear, meaning awestruck wonder. 
There must be some fear of the LORD, but we are not to be terrified of 
Him. This reverential fear comes from experiencing the LORD’s utter 
“otherness”.  
 

The ladder represents a conduit or pipeline so to speak between 
heaven and earth.  This isn’t physical so how are we to understand it? 
 

Jesus is the ladder. Spiritually, Jesus is the endpoints of the ladder:  
He’s in Heaven, standing before His Father to make intercession on 
our behalf. He came to earth for special manifestations to keep the 
plan of redemption on track.  Then He came to earth as the Passover 
Lamb and carried His blood into the Holy of Holies on our behalf so 
that the wrath of God would be satisfied.  
 

Jesus is the only and unique God:Man. Perfect because He is God. 
And as a Man, He lived a Perfect and Sinless Life so that His sacrifice 
would be acceptable to the Father.  
 

(Genesis 28:18 NKJV)  Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the 
stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top 
of it. (Genesis 28:19 NKJV)  And he called the name of that place Bethel; 
but the name of that city had been Luz previously.  (Genesis 28:20 NKJV)  
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and keep me in 
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this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, 
(Genesis 28:21 NKJV)  so that I come back to my father's house in peace, 
then the LORD shall be my God.  (Genesis 28:22 NKJV)  And this stone 
which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me 
I will surely give a tenth to You." 

 

This sounds like a test of God’s ability to perform what He said. It 
might be so based on Jacob’s carnal nature at this point in his life. 
Some who believe the better of Jacob say that the word “if” can have 
multiple translations, therefore, Jacob might have been saying “As  
God shall be with me…" or even "seeing God will be with me…".  But it 
appears that many see this as “If You do this…then I’ll do that”.  It’s a 
toss-up. But God is gracious and did not hold it against Jacob…but 
the LORD would certainly put him to the test!  There was a lot of 
Jacob that needed the touch of the LORD. 

 

 
The last two chapters were a beautiful picture of family life under the 

influence of sin.  Here we have the Plan of redemption, seemingly almost 

scuttled by deceit, trickery, treachery and even the threat of murder. And it 

all started innocently enough:  Two parents each seemed to prefer a 

different child over the other. The problem was the head of the household 

had abandoned his faith at a critical time:  the blessing of the God-Chosen 
first-born son.  

As we mentioned last week, it all worked out, but obedience and faith could 

have saved this family a lot of pain. Isaac was old and clueless but 

understood enough to scare him half-to-death at what he almost did!   

Rebekah knew the truth but decided that she just had to stick her 2-cents 

into how it would be accomplished, not trusting God with the details.   

Esau, who was a mighty hunter, ended up in history as being a fornicator 

and profane man who pretended to repent with tears and throwing a 

tantrum!    

And finally, there’s Jacob. Chosen by God to carry the Promised Seed 

forward into the next generation. He joined his mother in a great deception.   

And finally, there’s the LORD God Almightt!  His promises and covenant 
with Abraham held strong and Jacob the heel-catcher and deceiver became 

one of the three patriarchs of the Jews.  



Page 8 of 9 
 

Much of the rest of the Book concerns God’s plan to build a Nation out of 

the seed of Jacob from whom would come the Messiah and Savior of the 

World.      

For tonight, this family has application to our families and even our family 

of the Body of Christ.  

Our Families: 

If we are honest with ourselves, many families don’t include God in 

our day-to-day activities. We might consult Him for big decisions but 

even those we often do what we think is best.  Why?  

1. We think we’re ok with most life-decisions. God’s given us brains 

so why not just use the common sense and intelligence with which 

He has graciously blessed us.  

2. We secretly think, “this is what I want to do, and I really don’t 

want God telling me it’s not a good idea”.  

3. Does God really care about the type of car I drive, the house I have 
or even the number of kids I have?  Is it ok to bother Him with 

these things?  I might consult Him about a job or a calling…but 

4. I find it so difficult waiting on an answer!  I often need answers 

right away!   

I think that Scripture clearly shows that IF we would trust Him and seek 

His Face through prayer and the Word,  that  ultimately all things will 

work out for the good.  

I knew a woman a long time ago what would only turn left or right if the 

LORD told her to. She would also not stop for gas unless He told her to. 

Needless to say, she got lost a lot, or was late a lot or ran out of gas a lot.  

That’s the one extreme with the other being not asking Him into any of 

life’s decisions regardless of how big or small.   

I also knew a man who told me that he was perfectly capable of taking care 

of himself, his family, his job etc:  God gave him strength, brains and 

common sense. The problem was, he was an alcoholic that ended up losing 

his job, family and pretty much everything in his life!  
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Our Church:  

Even in the church it’s the same thing. We must depend on the Head of the 

Church and His Holy Spirit for all major decisions, direction, mission etc. 
Yes, we can make some decisions on our own like decorations etc.  My basic 

rule is:  everything must be done in decency and order!  That’s pretty broad 

but I trust that the Holy Spirit will raise the appropriate red flags if needed. 

But, you know that I also have a Board of Directors. These are men that the 

Holy Spirit chooses. However, if I simply choose on my own without His 

guidance, I experience pain, hurt and difficulties.  

We are a family in the Body of Christ so we will experience disagreements, 

annoyances, hurt etc. I’ve witnessed these things, but I have also witnessed, 

with great delight, forgiveness, repentance, and spiritual growth.  

One key I believe, is grace! And one other is faith!  And the most important 

is Love.  We must allow the grace of God flow through this body and we 

must allow each of to have that personal relationship with our Savior with 
the faith he/she has at that moment. We must find the love to allow people 

to grow in the knowledge of our LORD even if their pace is slower or faster 

than our own!   

   


