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Genesis 27 
 

In the past couple of chapters, we have seen that Isaac has had a pretty smooth path to walk upon. 
His faith was tested with the “Rebekah & Abimelech” incident but other than that, things went well for 
him.  But like his father before him, his faith needed some more stretching and strengthening. It came 
by the way of the blessing of the firstborn.  Since we know that Esau despised his birthright and 
readily sold it to Jacob for some lentil stew, who should rightly receive the blessing, the natural born 
first son or the one who held that position legally?  I am framing the question purposefully this way 
because of how many people read and understand chapter 27.   

 

This difficult chapter will challenge our understanding of faith, right and wrong and the idea of the 
ends justifying the means.  

 

It’s difficult because of one verse in Hebrews 11: 

 

(Hebrews 11:20 NKJV)  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 
 

Knowing this verse is from the Holy Spirit, let us try to make sense of the story that follows. 

 

First, let’s read and study the story.  Then we can speak of the faith ascribed to Isaac and answer the 
age-old question, “What’s going on?”. 

 

(Genesis 27:1 NKJV)  Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he 
could not see, that he called Esau his older son and said to him, "My son." And he answered him, 
"Here I am." (2)  Then he said, "Behold now, I am old. I do not know the day of my death. (3)  Now 
therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt 
game for me. (4)  And make me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, that my 
soul may bless you before I die." 

  
When did Isaac die?  At least 20 years later and some say 40+ years later. That’s a long time 
to feel like your days are over!  However, he’s blind and perhaps a bit weary.  It is estimated 
that he is between 140-160 years old.  
 
Isaac wants to bless Esau before he dies. It’s somewhat debatable whether he knew or did not 
know of the prophesy given to Rebekah or the sale of the birthright to Jacob. I personally find it 
difficult that such things were kept from the patriarch.  
 
The blessing he wants to give Esau is also known as the birthright blessing.  So, while Esau 
might be Isaac’s favorite, this blessing belonged to Jacob.   

We have seen throughout the Bible that the birthright was often bestowed upon an individual 
by God Himself. The blessing of the firstborn is not about being the firstborn physically.  It is 
about God's promises, prophecies, choices, adoption, and those who draw near to Him.   

We saw this with Isaac who was chosen by God over Ishmael. 
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We saw this with Jacob who was chosen by God over Esau. 
  
Later in the Genesis saga, we will see others who were chosen over the natural first-
born son and the specific blessings that came with it.  

 
Here’s the issue:  If Isaac simply dismissed the birthright transaction or the prophesy given to 
his wife, then he’s being willfully disobedient to the LORD.  If he’s truly ignorant of these things, 
or has forgotten them, will God intervene so that His will is done?   
 
Let’s find out! 
 

(Genesis 27:5 NKJV)  Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went 
to the field to hunt game and to bring it. (6)  So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying, "Indeed I 
heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying, (7)  'Bring me game and make savory food for 
me, that I may eat it and bless you in the presence of the LORD before my death.' (8)  Now 
therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what I command you. (9)  Go now to the flock and 
bring me from there two choice kids of the goats, and I will make savory food from them for your 
father, such as he loves. (10)  Then you shall take it to your father, that he may eat it, and that he 
may bless you before his death." 
 

Rebekah hears of the blessing and decides to intervene.  She understands the situation and 
wants to ensure that Isaac blesses the right son.    

 
But why the deception?  Couldn’t she just go to her husband and remind him of his 
responsibility to bless the son who had the birthright?  Yes, she could. But she chose another 
way. God, however, is unfazed by Isaac’s will or Rebekah’s deception, just as He was unfazed 
by Eve’s deception and Adam’s willful disobedience. 

 
(Genesis 27:11 NKJV)  And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, "Look, Esau my brother is a hairy 
man, and I am a smooth-skinned man. (12)  Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be a 
deceiver to him; and I shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing." (13)  But his mother said to 
him, "Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for me." (14)  
And he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother made savory food, such 
as his father loved. (15)  Then Rebekah took the choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which were 
with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son.  (16)  And she put the skins of the 
kids of the goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. (17)  Then she gave the savory 
food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 
 

Jacob correctly surmises that Isaac, being blind, would want more direct contact to ensure that 
the stew is coming from Esau.  (of course, there is an issue with the voices of each son). 
So, Rebekah understands the gravity of the situation and an impending curse on Jacob for his 
involvement in this deception. She declares her willingness to have the curse be on herself!  
Jacob must obey her!  There’s an urgency to her plan, both in terms of time (Esau might 
return soon) and perhaps her memory of God’s declaration to her at the birth of the 
twins. 
 
She has Jacob dress in Esau’s clothing. Then she places on his hands and neck the rough 
skins of the goats he brought just in case his father wanted to touch him.  

 
(Genesis 27:18-19 NKJV)  So he went to his father and said, "My father." And he said, "Here I am. 
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Who are you, my son?"  (19)  Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn; I have done just as 
you told me; please arise, sit and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me." 
 

And so the charade begins!  Jacob goes in and speaks lie #1: “I am Esau”. 
 
He hands his father the stew and reminds him of the blessing.  The phrase “that your soul may 
bless” is repeated again (and will be 3 more times!).  Isaac used this strange word, “soul” here. 
It’s the same word used in Genesis to describe “breathing life”:  nephesh. It refers to the “life” 
or vitality in every breathing creature God created, including Adam and Eve.  I think it’s 
interesting choice since Isaac believes he’s about to die, so perhaps it’s a way of saying, “let 
me bless you while I am still alive”. 
 

(Genesis 27:20 NKJV)  But Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you have found it so quickly, my 
son?" And he said, "Because the LORD your God brought it to me." (21)  Isaac said to Jacob, "Please 
come near, that I may feel you, my son, whether you are really my son Esau or not." (22)  So Jacob 
went near to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, "The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are 
the hands of Esau." (23)  And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother 
Esau's hands; so he blessed him. (24)  Then he said, "Are you really my son Esau?" He said, "I am." 
 

Jacobs Lie #2:  “the LORD brought it to me”.  Ok, perhaps Jacob is only bending the truth:  he 
is a shepherd and might consider the herds all coming from the LORD.   But still, to implicate 
the LORD in the deception is just not right! 
 
Isaac is confused because the voice is Jacob’s. He wants proof so he felt his hands.  The 
deception of the goat skins worked. While it says Isaac “blessed him”,  this is just a common 
blessing of thanks for giving him the food.   
 
Jacob’s Lie #3 is next:  Are you really my son Esau? “I am”, Jacob said. 
  

(Genesis 27:25 NKJV)  He said, "Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's game, so that my 
soul may bless you." So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he 
drank. (26)  Then his father Isaac said to him, "Come near now and kiss me, my son." (27)  And he 
came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing, and blessed him and said: 
"Surely, the smell of my son Is like the smell of a field Which the LORD has blessed. 
 

The food is eaten, and the wine is drunk. The deception is complete when Jacob kisses his 
father.  
 

(Genesis 27:28 NKJV)  Therefore may God give you Of the dew of heaven, Of the fatness of the 
earth, And plenty of grain and wine. (29)  Let peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you. Be 
master over your brethren, And let your mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who 
curses you, And blessed be those who bless you!" 
 

Then Isaac, thinking that his son Esau is before him, blesses him.  He prays God’s provision 
upon him: rain, fertile land to yield grain and wine.  He asks God’s blessing so that peoples 
and nations will serve him and that he would be over his brethren, including his mother’s sons.  
He repeats the blessing that the LORD gave his father Abraham:  blessings for blessing and 
curses for cursing! 
 
Strange that Isaac is giving “Esau” such a blessing.  Esau was a hunter. The blessings seem 
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more suited to one who needed grasslands and water for huge herds to thrive.  That he 
blesses him with power over nations and peoples and brothers might befit a man who is a 
hunter,  but it certainly speaks against the expressed will of God who chose Jacob for these 
things.  Has God the Holy Spirit intervened?    

 
(Genesis 27:30 NKJV)  Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob 
had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his 
hunting.  (31)  He also had made savory food, and brought it to his father, and said to his father, "Let 
my father arise and eat of his son's game, that your soul may bless me." (32)  And his father Isaac 
said to him, "Who are you?" So he said, "I am your son, your firstborn, Esau." 

 
As Jacob exits stage right and his brother enters stage left, background music from the movie 
Jaws begins.  All the lies are about to hit the fan!  But first, Esau needs to add some of his 
own! 
 
Jacob exits and Esau enters. Esau tells his father to eat the stew and bless him.  Isaac is 
confused so he asks, “Who are you?”.  Esau responds, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau”.  
While technically correct, he knows he sold his birthright, so this is Esau’s lie #1.  
 

(Genesis 27:33 NKJV)  Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said, "Who? Where is the one who 
hunted game and brought it to me? I ate all of it before you came, and I have blessed him—and 
indeed he shall be blessed." 
 

The 1000 watt light bulb goes on over Isaac’s head. He’s so taken aback at the thought of 
what just transpired that he asked questions for which he already had answers!   Who?  Didn’t 
I just eat and bless someone, where is he? 
 
Isaac’s trembling isn’t anger, it’s fear!  “trembled very exceedingly” is just 3 words in the 
English but in the Hebrew it’s 5 words!   
 
Isaac shuddered and was exceedingly and completely anxious and terrified!   The words also 
imply amazement and astonishment! 
 
Thinking about what poor Isaac is going through at this moment, it’s likely a mixed bag of 
thoughts and feelings.  
 
His sees Jacob’s deception. Perhaps, he is also disappointed that Esau lost the blessing 
because of Jacob.  He also knows he is culpable in his own fleshly considerations, that is, his 
preference for Esau who was a man’s man in his eyes but unworthy in the eyes of God.   
 
But more importantly, he shutters at the overruling providence of God in bringing this all about 

in such a strange way and fulfilling the oracle He had given Rebekah;   

Coming to his senses, he declares, “ indeed he shall be blessed."  He knows that God Will, 
will be done on earth as well as in heaven! 
 

(Genesis 27:34 NKJV)  When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceedingly great 
and bitter cry, and said to his father, "Bless me—me also, O my father!" (35)  But he said, "Your 
brother came with deceit and has taken away your blessing." (36)  And Esau said, "Is he not rightly 
named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, 
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he has taken away my blessing!" And he said, "Have you not reserved a blessing for me?" 
 

Oh Boy!  Here we go again!  Huge theatrics; crocodile tears streaming down Esau’s face.   
 
“Bless me too daddy”!  
 
Isaac tells him that Jacob came with deceit and has taken away his blessing.  This inflames 
Esau even more, he cries out, “He has usurped me these two times. He took away my 
birthright, and now look, he has taken away my blessing!"   Well, that’s not quite true is it?  You 
foolishly sold him your birthright and therefore the blessing also belonged to Jacob.  Esau’s 
lie#2. 
 

(Genesis 27:37 NKJV)  Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, "Indeed I have made him your 
master, and all his brethren I have given to him as servants; with grain and wine I have sustained 
him. What shall I do now for you, my son?" (38)  And Esau said to his father, "Have you only one 
blessing, my father? Bless me—me also, O my father!" And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 
 

Isaac tells Esau about the blessing he bestowed upon his brother.   Then he asks, “so, what 
can I do for you?”. 
 
Esau’s response was childish and theatrical still!  “You have to have another blessing for me!  
Oh, woe is me!  Hear my cries and see these tears”.   
 

(Genesis 27:39 NKJV)  Then Isaac his father answered and said to him: "Behold, your dwelling shall 
be of the fatness of the earth, And of the dew of heaven from above. (40)  By your sword you shall 
live, And you shall serve your brother; And it shall come to pass, when you become restless, That you 
shall break his yoke from your neck."  
 

Isaac gives him a similar portion of the blessing he gave to Jacob.  But, strangely he adds, “By 
your sword you shall live, And you shall serve your brother; And it shall come to pass, when 
you become restless, That you shall break his yoke from your neck."  I say strangely because 
if he thought it was Esau before, why didn’t he mention the sword or the fact that he would 
serve his brother?  
 

 God give you Of the dew of 
heaven,  

 Of the fatness of the earth,  

 And plenty of grain and wine. 

 Let peoples serve you,  

 And nations bow down to you.  

 Be master over your brethren, And 
let your mother's sons bow down 
to you.  

 Cursed be everyone who curses 
you, And blessed be those who 
bless you!" 

 

 Behold, your dwelling shall be of 
the fatness of the earth 

 And of the dew of heaven from 
above 

 By your sword you shall live 

 And you shall serve your brother 

 And it shall come to pass, That 
you shall break his yoke from 
your neck 

 

In my notes you will see the blessings side by side. These are markedly different.  Jacob’s 
blessings are both material and spiritually prophetic. For example, to whom will all the nations 
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bow?  Jacob’s blessing included the prophesied Seed of the Woman, the Messiah to come in 
whom all the nations will also be blessed.  
 
Esau’s blessing is prophetic but only temporal and earth-bound. We know that David captured 
and enslaved Edom but during the reign of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, Edom revolted 
against Judah's authority, and made a king over themselves (2Kings 8:20), thus breaking the 
yoke of Judah from their neck.  
 
Also, note that Jacob’s blessing came with a kiss but Esau’s did not.  
                               

(Genesis 27:41 NKJV)  So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed 
him, and Esau said in his heart, “The               days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I will 
kill my brother Jacob.” 

 
Esau hates his brother. He plans in his heart to kill him after his father is dead.  Was he 
secretly hoping that his father would soon pass so that he could have his revenge?  Would that 
constitute two deaths laid upon his shoulders?   “Oh Esau, tread slowly".  “Why are you angry? 
And why has your countenance fallen?  If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do 
not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it." ”.  
Genesis 4:6-7 .  Godly advise from God Himself wouldn’t you say?  

 
(Genesis 27:42 NKJV)  And the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and 
called Jacob her younger son, and said to him, "Surely your brother Esau comforts himself 
concerning you by intending to kill you. (43)  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: arise, flee to my 
brother Laban in Haran. (44)  And stay with him a few days, until your brother's fury turns away, (45)  
until your brother's anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him; then I will 
send and bring you from there. Why should I be bereaved also of you both in one day?" (46)  And 
Rebekah said to Isaac, "I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife 
of the daughters of Heth, like these who are the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to 
me?" 
 

Rebekah understands the situation and moves to protect Jacob. So, she once again tells him 
to obey and flee to Haran to her brother Laban.  She believes Esau’s fury will be turned away 
soon and then she will send for him to return.  Killing Jacob by the hand of his brother would 
be more than she could bear.  She prepares Isaac by telling him that Jacob is heading north to 
her brother to find a wife because if he too married a pagan woman, her life would be ruined.  
Sounds like the cry of every mother! 

 
--- 
 
By “hook or crook” man strives to have his will be done. Sometimes the LORD allows man to live with 
the consequences of his own desires. Lot’s wife desired her “Sodom & Gomorrah” lifestyle and the 
LORD preserved her in salt facing the doomed cities.  Judas desired a warrior king to save Israel; 
God spoke plainly and forcibly when his body which hung on a tree fell to the ground and burst open.  
 
Then there are plans of the Almighty which will not be thwarted by any man. The LORD, even in 
these 27 chapters, ensured that the Seed that was in the loins of Abraham, the promised Seed of a 
Woman, would be kept safe until He was born to a young Jewess, a virgin named Miriam, aka Mary.  
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Look at all the turmoil, deceptions and scheming  caused by self-will and the pride behind the attitude 
that “the earthly father knows best”.    

So, how do we reconcile Hebrews 11:20 where the Holy Spirit wrote “By faith Isaac…”. 

The Scriptures seem to indicate that Isaac was really in the flesh, not in faith, when he first intended 
to bless Jacob and Esau. He wanted to bless Esau with the birthright for carnal reasons (he preferred 
him because he was a more “manly” man, and he liked the wild game he brought home), instead of 
blessing Jacob, whom God had chosen. 

But faith is given by God and needs to be received to become effective. Isaac receiving of a stronger 
and purer faith came about in an unconventional way:  he received it when he realized what a fool he 
had been.  He tried to keep God in a box so that His plan would be rendered null and void.  But God 
will have none of that nonsense, then or now.   Here’s what we can learn from Scripture so that we do 
not have to repeat the mistakes of our ancestors who came before us: 

(Isaiah 55:11 NKJV)  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to 
Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent 
it. 

(Isaiah 43:13 NKJV)  Indeed before the day was, I am He; And there is no one who can deliver 
out of My hand; I work, and who will reverse it?" 

(Isaiah 42:8 NKJV)  I am the LORD, that is My name; And My glory I will not give to another, 
Nor My praise to carved images. 

  
When the “end” is “God with us” and the means is “God in us”, then and only then do the ends justify 
the means. 

  
 


