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Genesis 29 

 

Last week ended with a controversial vow made by Jacob. Those who feel Jacob is an usurper, a liar 
and a cheat will see this as tempting God;  Those who feel that he has begun the journey of faith and 
has had a very real encounter with the LORD believe that Jacob is making a vow of faith, that is, 
knowing that God will be with him as He said.  I stated my preference for the latter interpretation 
knowing that Jacob, like his grandfather and father before him were men of faith who were still 
sinners and therefore failed at times in their walks. 

 

Chapter 29 and the first 24 verses of chapter 30 are an account of Jacob’s marriages and concubines 
who birthed 11 son’s (Benjamin comes later) and a daughter, Dinah.  Perhaps some might want to 
spiritualize these events but that’s dangerous and misleading.  The 59 verses in these chapters tell 
the story of the beginning of the fulfillment of one of God’s promises to Abraham: 

 

Genesis 12:2 NKJV  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; 
And you shall be a blessing. 

 

Abraham is dead. Isaac believes his death is imminent. Neither on their own started a “nation”, that is, 
there was never a nation called “Abrahamia” nor was there ever a nation called “Isaacstan”. But we 
will witness the birth of a promised nation that will be called Israel some 500 years hence.    

 

One thing to notice is that the writer makes many forward references, that is, he mentions something 
in one verse that will be understood in a subsequent verse. These are not “spoiler alerts” but rather a 
way to build some tension and anticipation in the telling of the stories.  

 

(Genesis 29:1 NKJV)  So Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the East. 

 
“went on his journey” is literally lifted his feet, so, he walked… 
“people of the east” is a reference to Mesopotamia/Syria, northeast of Canaan. 
 
The distance was about four hundred and fifty miles.  Some try to determine how many miles a 
day Jacob walked. We really do not know. 

 
(Genesis 29:2 NKJV)  And he looked, and saw a well in the field; and behold, there were three flocks 
of sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks. A large stone was on the well's mouth.  
(Genesis 29:3 NKJV)  Now all the flocks would be gathered there; and they would roll the stone from 
the well's mouth, water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place on the well's mouth. 
 

Here we have a nice slice of the shepherding life of the day. The local custom was to gather 
the flocks from nearby towns, roll away the stone, water the flocks, and replace the stone. The 
well was evidently covered by a large flat stone. It had a large hole in the center and that hole 
was covered by another heavy flat stone. It took several shepherds to move the top stone.  
 
The stone was there to keep dust and debris from falling into the water. It was also to ensure 
that there was fair distribution of the water to those who came to water their flocks.   
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That there were 3 flocks already there is a hint that there are more coming.  
 

(Genesis 29:4 NKJV)  And Jacob said to them, "My brethren, where are you from?" And they said, 
"We are from Haran." 
 

With the lack of road-side assistance, Jacob must ask, “Where am I?”. 
 
And as promised, the LORD led him to Haran!   

 
(Genesis 29:5 NKJV)  Then he said to them, "Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?" And they said, 
"We know him." 
 

Laban is the son of Bethuel. Nahor is his grandfather. As I taught before, sometimes 
grandchildren are referred to as sons or daughters of the grandparent in the Biblical cultures of 
that time. 

 
(Genesis 29:6 NKJV)  So he said to them, "Is he well?" And they said, "He is well. And look, his 
daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep." 
 

The word for “well” is “shalom”.  So, it might read, “is he at peace?”. 
 
Not only is he well, but “coincidently”, his daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep!” 
 
Rachel, whose name means “ewe”, is a shepherdess. Was that unusual?  No. 

 
According to Biblical historians, tending the family herd was reserved primarily for girls, 
and they continued this work until married at age fifteen or sixteen.  This doesn’t 
preclude the youngest son from being a shepherd, especially if there no girls in the 
family (like Isaac, Jacob,   and David to mention a few).    

 
(Genesis 29:7 NKJV)  Then he said, "Look, it is still high day; it is not time for the cattle to be 
gathered together. Water the sheep, and go and feed them." 
 

Jacob, being a shepherd as well, notices that it is about noon or so and not the normal time to 
water and feed the flocks. Is he trying to be helpful, or a know-it-all,  or has he something else 
on his mind? 
 

(Genesis 29:8 NKJV)  But they said, "We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together, and they 
have rolled the stone from the well's mouth; then we water the sheep." 
 

We read about this in verse 3.   
 

(Genesis 29:9 NKJV)  Now while he was still speaking with them, Rachel came with her father's 
sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 
(Genesis 29:10 NKJV)  And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his 
mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near and rolled the 
stone from the well's mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. 

 
Whether showing off or not, Jacob rolls the stone off the top of the well.  He then proceeds to 
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water Laban’s flock for her.  Again, perhaps to make a good first impression or to speed things 
along so that he could be alone with Rachel. 
 
His “mother’s brother” is repeated 3 times. Again, the writer wants to stress to the reader that 
Jacob has met one of his relatives.   
  

(Genesis 29:11 NKJV)  Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice and wept.  (Genesis 29:12 
NKJV)  And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's relative and that he was Rebekah's son. So 
she ran and told her father. 
 

The kiss is not romantic. In the Hebrew, except for the Song of Solomon, it is most often 
pictured as a sign of affection or even respect between men and relatives. Any picture of 
Jacob grabbing her and passionately kissing her upon the lips is pure Hollywood fantasy.  He 
is, however, overwhelmed with the thought of her being his relative and how the LORD worked 
out His promises to guide him and to protect him way through the wilderness and mountains.  
His tears are tears of joy!  His voice is one of praise! 

 
(Genesis 29:13 NKJV)  Then it came to pass, when Laban heard the report about Jacob his sister’s 
son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him and kissed him, and brought him to his house. So he 
told Laban all these things. 

 
Laban is excited as well!  He brings him home and listens to Jacob’s story of how Laban’s 
sister Rebekah is his mother and that she sent him to marry a daughter of his!  Whether or not 
he explained that he was on the run from his brother is unknown.  
 

(Genesis 29:14 NKJV)  And Laban said to him, “Surely you are my bone and my flesh.” And he 
stayed with him for a month. 
 

Laban seems familiar with the declaration of is ancestor Adam: 
 

Genesis 2:23A NKJV  And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones And flesh of 
my flesh;   

 

How you ask?  Like all the genealogical and historical records, the story of Adam and 
Eve was passed down from family to family in either “written” or spoken form. This is the 
only reasonable explanation of why the Flood story is told in many non-Biblical ancient 
people groups throughout the world! 

 

Laban is satisfied with the story Jacob told. 
 

Jacob’s trip of a “couple of days” now extends to a month. Unlike Eliezer, Jacob comes to 
Laban without any gifts. Perhaps, this is why he stayed and worked for Laban 30 days. All he 
can offer is himself and his abilities as a shepherd. 

 
(Genesis 29:15 NKJV)  Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my relative, should you 
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what should your wages be?”  (Genesis 29:16 NKJV)  Now 
Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 
(Genesis 29:17 NKJV)  Leah's eyes were delicate, but Rachel was beautiful of form and appearance. 
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Laban sees an opportunity in this man who was a skillful shepherd.  The writer, Moses,  
happens to mention that Laban had 2 daughters. Rachel, with whom Jacob had falling in love 
at first sight and her older sister, Leah.  This is to be thought of as a parenthetical remark, 
perhaps to show the correct order for asking for a wife (the older first) or to remind us of 
Jacob’s mission.  
 
There is a strange description of Leah. Depending on the translator, her eyes were either 
delicate or tender or weak or gentle or plain or even dull. The Hebrew does support many of 
these translations, but it could simply mean that Leah didn’t see very well rather than a 
description of her personality or general appearance.   
 
Jacob is pressed for a decision. Again, there is no doubt that Laban is treating him as some 
sort of servant but there’s still the issue of him being a relative. Laban also knows why his 
sister sent him…Laban seems to be one who loves to be in control and always tries to take 
advantage of the rich! 
 

Genesis 29:18 NKJV)  Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven years for Rachel 
your younger daughter."  (Genesis 29:19 NKJV)  And Laban said, "It is better that I give her to you 
than that I should give her to another man. Stay with me." (Genesis 29:20 NKJV)  So Jacob served 
seven years for Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to him because of the love he had for her. 
 

Jacob tells him that he wants Rachel to be his wife; He’s willing to work 7 years. He says, “your 
younger daughter” perhaps to acknowledge that he is going against the “norm” (if there was 
such a norm at that time).  
 
Laban agrees. The “deal” is signed with the phrase “abide with me”.  Time flies when you are 
in love, and 7 years passes quickly. 
 

(Genesis 29:21 NKJV)  Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I 
may go in to her."  (Genesis 29:22 NKJV)  And Laban gathered together all the men of the place and 
made a feast. (Genesis 29:23 NKJV)  Now it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his 
daughter and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 
 

Jacob is ready to consummate the betrothal.   
The marriage feast is for the men. Rachel, Leah and other women are there to serve the men.  
 
At the appropriate time, Jacob retires to his tent and Laban’s trickier takes form:  This rich 
man’s son will be my son-in-law for both my daughters!!!   He then takes Leah to Jacob and 
being dark and Leah being veiled, they consummate the marriage…or should I say, “a 
marriage”.  
 

(Genesis 29:24 NKJV)  And Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a maid.  
 
Nothing significant about this. It was a normal thing to give a daughter a bondservant to help 
her. However, like other passages, this does give us a head’s up about what will take place 
soon. 
 

(Genesis 29:25 NKJV)  So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it was Leah. And he said to 
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Laban, "What is this you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served you? Why then have 
you deceived me?" 

 
Jacob is flabbergasted. He has consummated his marriage with the wrong daughter!  He just 
can’t understand why Laban, his “flesh and bone” would treat him this way, especially after the 
promise was made! 
 

(Genesis 29:26 NKJV)  And Laban said, “It must not be done so in our country, to give the younger 
before the firstborn. 

 
Laban offers a lame excuse which, if that important, should have been said when Jacob asked 
to be married to Rachel!  He might have said, “You can marry Rachel, but you must also take 
Leah as well”.  But, like Jacob had done, he resorted to deceit to get what he wanted.  
 

(Genesis 29:27 NKJV)  Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which you 
will serve with me still another seven years." 
 

Ah…Laban’s plan is revealed!    
 
“Fulfill her week”:  the marriage feast of Leah will last 7 days which was the custom according 
to the ancient Jewish writers.  
 
Rachel was present and Laban gives her to be Jacob’s wife IF he will serve another years. 
Jacob readily agrees.   Remember, Jacob has nothing to give for either bride except his hard 
work.  
 

(Genesis 29:28 NKJV)  Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. So he gave him his daughter 
Rachel as wife also. (Genesis 29:29 NKJV)  And Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel 
as a maid. (Genesis 29:30 NKJV)  Then Jacob also went in to Rachel, and he also loved Rachel 
more than Leah. And he served with Laban still another seven years. 
 

Jacob, it seems, has met his match in Laban.  It also appears that there’s been some internal 
work in his heart. Jacob could have simply taken Rachel, left Leah behind and ran away!   
 
But he didn’t!  He stays and accepts the situation with humility and graciousness.  
 
Note that Rachel too was given a maid to serve her. Also note that it says Jacob loved Rachel 
more than Leah which was expected.  
 

(Genesis 29:31 NKJV)  When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, He opened her womb; but 
Rachel was barren. 

 
Many translations say that Leah was “hated”.  Some other translations use the word “unloved” 
or “less loved”. Given the apparent circumstances, I would also choose “less loved” because 
Jacob will have several children by Leah and we do not get the impression that he is without 
any feelings towards the woman who will bear him children.  
 
The LORD gets involved and has compassion towards Leah. She is a pawn in her father’s 
scheming ways. So He opens her womb so that she can bear children. This would elevate her 
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in the eyes of those around her, including her husband.  
 
Rachel remains barren. If the LORD is credited with opening Leah’s womb, He must be in 
control of her sister’s barrenness. The LORD has His ways which we cannot understand and 
therefore must not speculate.  

 
(Genesis 29:32 NKJV)  So Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben; for she 
said, "The LORD has surely looked on my affliction. Now therefore, my husband will love me." 
(Genesis 29:33 NKJV)  Then she conceived again and bore a son, and said, "Because the LORD 
has heard that I am unloved, He has therefore given me this son also." And she called his name 
Simeon. (Genesis 29:34 NKJV)  She conceived again and bore a son, and said, "Now this time my 
husband will become attached to me, because I have borne him three sons." Therefore his name 
was called Levi. (Genesis 29:35 NKJV)  And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, "Now I 
will praise the LORD." Therefore she called his name Judah. Then she stopped bearing. 
  

The one that Jacob loved and wanted first and foremost was made barren by the LORD.  
Jacob, while not desiring Leah, had to learn the lessons of humility, doing right and accepting 
the reality set before him by the LORD.   
 
With each birth Leah, the less loved one sees the LORD’s attention to her.  She desperately 
wants to be loved by Jacob and that he will not abandon her for Rachel.  She bore 4 sons, and 
most notably, Judah, the ancestor of the Promised Seed, the Lion of Judah. No wonder she 
was led to declare “Now will I praise the LORD”.  Judah’s name means “God be Praised”.  

 
Then after giving birth to Judah, the scripture simply says: “Then she stopped bearing.”.  

 

Why did the LORD close up her womb?  This may be worth examination: 

Some say that this was done so that she might not start thinking that it was “good 
fortune” but rather the LORD who should always get the glory. She was fruitful because 
He was faithful.  
 
Others, like myself, while not doubting the possibility of ensuring that she does not 
become “full of herself”, think that the plans of the LORD are His and not worth the time 
it takes to ponder.  
 

This, as we will see, is only for a season, and she will bear two more sons and a daughter. 

God, the promise keeper, is on the move.  

 

God’s movements are eternal. In Genesis, and throughout the Scriptures, God is working towards 
fulfilling the promised “Days” of Salvation and Blessing.  

First was the Promised Seed and the Son of God who would be made manifest through the 
birth of a baby boy through the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob!   

Second, the Promised Atonement when the Son of God shed His blood on the altar shaped 
like a Cross. 

Third, the Promised Rapture when His Son will come and gather His Bride to Himself and 
carry her off to His Father in Heaven. 

Fourth, is the Promised Day of Judgment when His Son cause great tribulation on earth to 
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experience His wrath against the ungodly, to the unbelieving Jewish nation and the rest of 
mankind,  

Fifth, is the Promised Reign of the Son of God on earth for 1000 years in Jerusalem. 

Sixth, is the Promised Lake of fire into which death and Hades and all wickedness will be cast 
down. 

Seventh,  when all is fulfilled and the Plan from eternity past is complete, He will create a new 
heaven and new earth. I imagine Him simply saying, “BE” as He said, “in the beginning”. 

 

2 Peter 1:2-4 NKJV  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord,  (3)  as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,  (4)  by which have been given to us exceedingly 
great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

 

 


