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Genesis 30 

 

In chapter 29 we see Jacob willing to work 14 years to have Rachel be his wife. Laban 
has evidently not had a personal encounter with our LORD and so his greedy and 
selfish nature remains.  Jacob’s willingness to be the husband of Leah and Rachel 
shows maturity and compassion. He simply could have taken Rachel and escaped to 
his home in Beersheba.  

 

He stayed and Leah bore him 4 sons:  Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah. It’s hard to 
understand Jacob’s relationship with her. She, on her part, is worried and fearful that 
Jacob will never love her, nor will he remain with her. But Jacob does stay.  

 

Rachel remains barren during this time of Leah’s births. And, she is NOT happy! 

 

(Genesis 30:1 NKJV)  Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, Rachel 
envied her sister, and said to Jacob, "Give me children, or else I die!"  (Genesis 30:2 
NKJV)  And Jacob's anger was aroused against Rachel, and he said, "Am I in the 
place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb?" 

 
(Genesis 30:3 NKJV)  So she said, "Here is my maid Bilhah; go in to her, and she will 
bear a child on my knees, that I also may have children by her."  (Genesis 30:4 NKJV)  
Then she gave him Bilhah her maid as wife, and Jacob went in to her. (Genesis 30:5 
NKJV)  And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son. 
 

Like her grandmother-in-law before her, Rachel is impatient and cannot stand 
seeing her sister bearing 0ne after another baby boy.  Barrenness was always a 
negative thing, and some th0ught that it was a curse from God.  But Jacob is 
correct:  this is above our pay grade; it is God who opens and closes the womb.  
 
But Rachel doesn’t care; she just wants to give Jacob children!  So she gives 
Bilhah to Jacob so that she could have a baby on her behalf.  
 

“and she will bear a child on my knees” 

This refers to the custom where the surrogate reclined on the lap of the wife as 
she gave birth. The symbolism clearly showed the child was legally the child of 
the mother, not the surrogate, who merely “stood in” for the wife both in 
conception and birth. This custom may have also been for the conception as 
well.  
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(Genesis 30:6 NKJV)  Then Rachel said, "God has judged my case; and He has also 
heard my voice and given me a son." Therefore she called his name Dan. 

 
Rachel had prayed; God had heard and responded with grace and mercy 
towards her. Bilhah bore a son which Rachel claimed as her own.   
 

(Genesis 30:7 NKJV)  And Rachel's maid Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a 
second son. (Genesis 30:8 NKJV)  Then Rachel said, "With great wrestlings I have 
wrestled with my sister, and indeed I have prevailed." So she called his name 
Naphtali. 

 
The fertility or barrenness was also an issue between the sisters. Like Hagar and 
Sarah, there was jealousy and one-upmanship. Every child is seen as a reward 
from God and a confirmation (in their own eyes) of their status.  

 
(Genesis 30:9 NKJV)  When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she took Zilpah 
her maid and gave her to Jacob as wife.  (Genesis 30:10 NKJV)  And Leah’s maid 
Zilpah bore Jacob a son.  (Genesis 30:11 NKJV)  Then Leah said, “A troop comes!” So 
she called his name Gad.  (Genesis 30:12 NKJV)  And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob 
a second son. (Genesis 30:13 NKJV)  Then Leah said, “I am happy, for the daughters 
will call me blessed.” So she called his name Asher. 

 
This entire section concerning the surrogate “wives” of Jacob is a picture of 
faithlessness on the part of Rachel and Leah.  They knew about the LORD; they 
knew that He answered their prayers. But both seemed to think that the LORD 
was there to make them happy. It’s ironic that Leah felt so unloved by Jacob 
while the One who truly loved her with her the whole time, listening to her cries 
and having compassion on her.  
 
So far, Leah has birthed 4 boys and Rachel’s slave has birthed 2 sons for Jacob.  
 

(Genesis 30:14 NKJV)  Now Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest and found 
mandrakes in the field, and brought them to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to 
Leah, "Please give me some of your son's mandrakes."  (Genesis 30:15 NKJV)  But 
she said to her, "Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband? Would you 
take away my son's mandrakes also?" And Rachel said, "Therefore he will lie with you 
tonight for your son's mandrakes." (Genesis 30:16 NKJV)  When Jacob came out of 
the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet him and said, "You must come in to me, 
for I have surely hired you with my son's mandrakes." And he lay with her that 
night. 
 

The mandrake is a root, called “love-apples” in Hebrew. They were thought (and 
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still are among some peoples) to increase fertility in women. These qualities, 
coupled with the fact it was only rarely found in Haran where they lived, explain 
why both Leah and Rachel desired the plant. Rachel herself has not borne any 
children, Leah has become temporarily infertile and both are seeking a cure in 
the mandrake.  This is pure superstition. They are putting their trust and hope in 
a plant instead of God. The minimum thing they could have done would have 
been to pray God’s blessing on the use of a plant they perhaps believed was 
medicinal.  
 
Leah most likely asked her son Reuben to gather the plants for her. Rachel 
wants them for herself.  Leah is not pleased because she views Rachel as the 
usurper of her husband.  Again, both are barren and struggling with each other.   
 
Leah is so desperate that she willingly gives Rachel the mandrakes in exchange 
for one night with Jacob. Rachel is so desperate she takes the mandrakes and 
prostitutes her husband for them. It is beyond sad that both women are willing to 
barter for relational and sexual intimacy just to have a baby. 

(Genesis 30:17 NKJV)  And God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob 
a fifth son.  (Genesis 30:18 NKJV)  Leah said, "God has given me my wages, because 
I have given my maid to my husband." So she called his name Issachar.  (Genesis 
30:19 NKJV)  Then Leah conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son.  (Genesis 30:20 
NKJV)  And Leah said, "God has endowed me with a good endowment; now my 
husband will dwell with me, because I have borne him six sons." So she called his 
name Zebulun. (Genesis 30:21 NKJV)  Afterward she bore a daughter, and called her 
name Dinah. 
 

God is credited with the birth of Jacob’s 5th and 6th sons.  Leah thinks it’s 
because of her giving him Zilpah as a surrogate. Moses rightly gives God the 
Glory.   Leah also gives birth to their only daughter, Dinah. and [she] called 
her name Dinah, which is the feminine form for the name Dan, also 
meaning “judge.” 
 

(Genesis 30:22 NKJV)  Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and 
opened her womb. (Genesis 30:23 NKJV)  And she conceived and bore a son, and 
said, "God has taken away my reproach." (Genesis 30:24 NKJV)  So she called his 
name Joseph, and said, "The LORD shall add to me another son." 
 

God never forgot Rachel. But He is in control. So He opens her womb after she 
finally prays to him and Joseph is born.  
 
Having her first son, she’s already thinking of the next one? Rachel is single-
minded to say the least.  
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God has taken away my reproach, the reproach of her barrenness. The Hebrew 
word for taken away is asaf. Then came the naming: and she called his name 
Joseph; in Hebrew Yoseph, which means “addition” or “He shall add.” It 
combines the ideas of asaf, “to take away” as related to her former state of 
barrenness, and yoseph, which means “to add.” Moreover, the hope in naming 
him thus was: Jehovah add to me another son, because Yoseph means “He shall 
add.” By naming him with the hope that Jehovah shall add to me another son, 
her hope was that Joseph would not be her only biological son and that she will 
have another one. Indeed her hope was fulfilled later on when she gave birth to 
Benjamin, although the fulfillment of that hope would cost Rachel her life. Arnold 
G. Fruchtenbaum.   
 
 
So far, here’s the score-card for the Sons of Jacob: 
 

1. Reuben (Leah)  "behold a son" 

2. Simeon (Leah) "God hears" 

3. Levi (Leah) "joined" 

4. Judah (Leah) "let him [God] be praised" 

5. Dan (Bilhah (R)) "judge" 

6. Naphtali (Bilhah) "my wrestling" 

7. Gad (Zilpah (L)) "good fortune" 

8. Asher (Zilpah) "happy" 

9. Issachar (Leah) "man of hire" 

10. Zebulun (Leah) "dwelling" 

11. Joseph (Rachel) "may God add" 

 
 
(Genesis 30:25 NKJV)  And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, that 
Jacob said to Laban, "Send me away, that I may go to my own place and to my 
country.  (Genesis 30:26 NKJV)  Give me my wives and my children for whom I have 
served you, and let me go; for you know my service which I have done for you." 
 



5 | P a g e  
 

Jacob has worked for Laban for 14 years. He is ready to go back to the land of 
promise.  
 

(Genesis 30:27 NKJV)  And Laban said to him, "Please stay, if I have found favor in 
your eyes, for I have learned by experience that the LORD has blessed me for your 
sake." (Genesis 30:28 NKJV)  Then he said, "Name me your wages, and I will give it." 
 

Laban does not want this hard working man to leave. He has become wealthy 
because of the skills he has so he flatters him and even plays the “LORD-card”. 
 
He’s hoping that he can make him an offer that he cannot refuse. 
 

(Genesis 30:29 NKJV)  So Jacob said to him, "You know how I have served you and 
how your livestock has been with me. (Genesis 30:30 NKJV)  For what you had before 
I came was little, and it has increased to a great amount; the LORD has blessed you 
since my coming. And now, when shall I also provide for my own house?" 
 

Everything Jacob has done, he has done for Laban who started with very few 
livestock and because of Jacob, his flocks grew tremendously!  He gives glory to 
the LORD for his continued blessings! 
 
But evidently, while he made his father-in-law rich, he and his family had to live 
off the wages Laban provided. Jacob wants more for his growing family! 
 

(Genesis 30:31 NKJV)  So he said, “What shall I give you?” And Jacob said, “You shall 
not give me anything. If you will do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep your 
flocks: 

 
Jacob has a plan!  It doesn’t involve deceit or trickery. He is going to put his God-
given herdsman skills to good use. And, there was to be no payment up front. 
   

(Genesis 30:32 NKJV)  Let me pass through all your flock today, removing from there 
all the speckled and spotted sheep, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and the 
spotted and speckled among the goats; and these shall be my wages. (Genesis 30:33 
NKJV)  So my righteousness will answer for me in time to come, when the subject of 
my wages comes before you: every one that is not speckled and spotted among the 
goats, and brown among the lambs, will be considered stolen, if it is with me." 

Strangely, Jacob tells his father-in-law that he WOULD come and take the 
spotted and speckled ones from Laban’s flocks. And brown or black lambs as 
well.  Jacob even tells him that if Laban found any white ones among the spotted 
and speckled or brown ones, Laban could consider them stolen! 
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(Genesis 30:34 NKJV)  And Laban said, "Oh, that it were according to your word!" 
 
Laban is shrewd and is probably figured Jacob just messed up big time.  He 
agrees but probably thinks that Jacob could not possibly keep his word! 

 
(Genesis 30:35 NKJV)  So he removed that day the male goats that were speckled and 
spotted, all the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had some 
white in it, and all the brown ones among the lambs, and gave them into the hand of 
his sons. 
(Genesis 30:36 NKJV)  Then he put three days' journey between himself and Jacob, 
and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's flocks. 
 

“He” refers to Laban. Laban ends up doing what Jacob intended to do!  takes all 
of the brown, spotted and speckled goats and sheep and goes 3 days journey to 
a place where there’s no chance of these goats or sheep mingling with his herds.   
 
Laban basically preemptively took all of the sheep and goats that Jacob wanted 
and removed them from his flocks. Therefore, he thinks, with only white ones 
remaining, Jacob would not be too successful in his breeding!  Laban is already a 
wealthy man because of Jacob and now he wants to deprive Jacob AND his 
daughters AND his grandchildren of an independent life.  
 

(Genesis 30:37 NKJV)  Now Jacob took for himself rods of green poplar and of the 
almond and chestnut trees, peeled white strips in them, and exposed the white which 
was in the rods. (Genesis 30:38 NKJV)  And the rods which he had peeled, he set 
before the flocks in the gutters, in the watering troughs where the flocks came to drink, 
so that they should conceive when they came to drink. 
 

Thanks to genetic sciences, we now understand the probabilities associated with 
biological traits being passed from one generation to the next.  Jacob’s plan was 
superstition. God’s plan was to bless him.  Obviously having animals staring at 
certain rods that were spotted or streaked would not cause any particular 
outcome.   
 
Nancy told me that in her family, when a woman wanted to become pregnant, 
they would remove or cover all things that were red. This, they believed, would 
prevent her from having a red-headed child (sometimes called a red-headed 
stepchild).  
 

(Genesis 30:39 NKJV)  So the flocks conceived before the rods, and the flocks brought 
forth streaked, speckled, and spotted.  (Genesis 30:40 NKJV)  Then Jacob separated 
the lambs, and made the flocks face toward the streaked and all the brown in the flock 
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of Laban; but he put his own flocks by themselves and did not put them with Laban's 
flock.  (Genesis 30:41 NKJV)  And it came to pass, whenever the stronger livestock 
conceived, that Jacob placed the rods before the eyes of the livestock in the gutters, 
that they might conceive among the rods. (Genesis 30:42 NKJV)  But when the flocks 
were feeble, he did not put them in; so the feebler were Laban's and the stronger 
Jacob's. 
 
 

Having the flocks face towards where Laban’s streaked and brown flocks grazed 
is also superstition. Besides, they couldn’t actually see them, being 3 days 
journey away.  
 
What he did do, however, was to remove his own animals from Laban’s flock.  

 

Jacob also used selective breeding to increase the strength and vitality of his 
flock. We don’t know exactly how this method worked. It is possible Jacob knew 
more about animal husbandry than we do today; but it is more likely Jacob did 
the best he knew, and God blessed it. 

 
(Genesis 30:43 NKJV)  Thus the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had large 
flocks, female and male servants, and camels and donkeys. 
 

 The ancient Hebrew says, “the man burst out exceedingly exceedingly.” God 
blessed Jacob, but it was not because Jacob was a good guy. It was because of 
the promises God made to Jacob and the covenant made to Abraham.  

In the same way, blessing comes from the LORD to us, not because we are 
great or good, but because of the covenant God has made with us through 
Jesus, and promises He has given us in His word. 

 

What we seem to have in this chapter is a picture of distrust and unbelief.  Surrogates 
were used when Jacob’s wives were barren. Leah and Rachel competed for Jacob’s 
affections.  Jacob spent more time with Rachel than Leah causing her to feel unloved 
and unwanted. Rachel “prostituted” her husband for plants, thinking that they could 
affect her fertility. The sisters competed to bear children thinking that it would affect 
Jacob’s affections and his commitment to remain married. Jacob relied on his own 
skills in breeding animals but added some silly superstitions about the affects of tree 
cuttings on conception.    

All the while the LORD was with them, not forsaking them, loving them and certainly 
providing for them. Without faith it is very difficult to see the hand of God in any of our 
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affairs.  Without faith, it is difficult to see Him fulfilling His great and wonderful 
promises. Without faith it is easy to fall into superstition, magic and idolatry.  

Oh, by the way, this speaks of today as well. We have this idea that ancient peoples 
about which we’ve been studying are ignorant and certainly  not as smart and 
advanced as we are. Hogwash!  If nothing else, ALL the Scriptures reveal that we have 
changed very little over the past 4000+ years. We know more; we know better (having 
studied God’s Word; we even have a revelation of Jesus Christ as LORD and GOD.   

But look around, we have all witnessed the same issues about which we’ve been 
reading.  We all beat ourselves up (or are beat up by others) for not changing or for not 
being more Christ-like.  

We certainly read about Jacob and his wives and his father-in-law and judge them 
harshly. Let’s try not to do that!  What we are asked to do is to examine the lives of 
those who came before and learn from their lives.  

2 Timothy 3:16-17 NKJV  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,  
(17)  that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. 

 

At the time when this was written, the Scriptures to which Paul referred were the Old 
Testament books.  How much more do we have today with 27 books of the Life and 
Words of Christ Jesus: 

Hebrews 1:1-4 NKJV  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in 
time past to the fathers by the prophets,  (2)  has in these last days spoken to us 
by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He 
made the worlds;  (3)  who being the brightness of His glory and the express 
image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He 
had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high,  (4)  having become so much better than the angels, as He has by 
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 

And I will leave you with some of the best advice in all of Scripture: 

Proverbs 3:5-6 NKJV  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your 
own understanding;  (6)  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct 
your paths. 

 

This works before you take a step and after – trust Him and glorify Him for giving you 
that one step, even a step of faith. 

 


