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Genesis 32 

We didn’t finish chapter 31 last week so we will start there and then move into chapter 32: 

 

Jacob has fled from Laban with his family and all his hard earned possessions.  Laban has caught up 
with him. After some tense moments of confrontation, Laban sees the writing on the wall and finally 
understands that Jacob’s God is the one in control! 

 

Genesis 31:43-55 NKJV  And Laban answered and said to Jacob, "These daughters are my 
daughters, and these children are my children, and this flock is my flock; all that you see is mine. But 
what can I do this day to these my daughters or to their children whom they have borne?   

 

Backed into a corner, Laban makes a last appeal for his rights, but it truly carries no weight 
and he knows it! Jacob has his LORD on his side and Laban’s puny gods are no match for the 
LORD God Almighty! 

 

(44)  Now therefore, come, let us make a covenant, you and I, and let it be a witness between you 
and me."  (45)  So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar.  (46)  Then Jacob said to his brethren, 
"Gather stones." And they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there on the heap.  (47)  
Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha, but Jacob called it Galeed.   

 

Jacob has the upper hand, successfully defending his integrity regarding his honest and his 
exemplary work for Laban. Therefore, Laban hasn’t much wiggle room so he suggests a 
“truce” in the form of a covenant.  

 

Jegar Sahadutha is Syrian for "a heap of witness" 

Galeed is Hebrew for…wait for it… “a heap of witness”.  

 

(48)  And Laban said, "This heap is a witness between you and me this day." Therefore its name was 
called Galeed,  (49)  also Mizpah, because he said, "May the LORD watch between you and me 
when we are absent one from another.  (50)  If you afflict my daughters, or if you take other wives 
besides my daughters, although no man is with us—see, God is witness between you and me!"  (51)  
Then Laban said to Jacob, "Here is this heap and here is this pillar, which I have placed between you 
and me.  (52)  This heap is a witness, and this pillar is a witness, that I will not pass beyond this heap 
to you, and you will not pass beyond this heap and this pillar to me, for harm.  

 

The 2-fold purpose of the stones:  as a witness to the covenant and a “line in the sand” across 
which the two will not cross. 

 

BTW: 

Verse 49 has been misapplied, even in jewelry. (picture). It’s a simple symbol for two people 
who may be separated but remain united by faith and love, this design is inspired by the verse 
Genesis 31:49: "The Lord watch between me and thee while we are absent one from the 
other." This pendant is crafted as one piece, then custom cut to create two halves. 
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I’m not saying that it’s evil or shouldn’t be worn. What I’m saying is that in Genesis, Jacob and 
Laban did not separate by faith and love!  Mizpah is a “watchtower” to ensure separation not 
yearn for being united.  

 

(53)  The God of Abraham, the God of Nahor, and the God of their father judge between us." And 
Jacob swore by the Fear of his father Isaac.  (54)  Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain, 
and called his brethren to eat bread. And they ate bread and stayed all night on the mountain.  (55)  
And early in the morning Laban arose, and kissed his sons and daughters and blessed them. Then 
Laban departed and returned to his place. 

 

Both Laban and Jacob swear to the arrangement.  Laban swears  by the God of their fathers. 

This is Terah the idolater from whom Abraham was asked to separate. Jacob once again 

swears by the Fear of his father Isaac, that is, the One True God. After a hearty meal of a 

sacrificed lamb or goat, Laban arises in the morning, kisses his family goodbye and returns to 

Haran. 

Peace seems to be restored to Jacob, his wives and their father. All’s well that ends well!  

Jacob goes on to the Land of Promise and Laban goes off to obscurity empty-handed! 

There are many lessons in this chapter. I’d like to offer some that might be relevant to your lives and 

might also speak to your heart about something with which you are currently dealing. 

So, what can we learn? 

1. Our LORD is a promise keeping God.  His “Messianic” plan involved people who were far 

from perfect and starting with Jacob, they exhibited character flaws that would have eliminated 

any of them if I was the “hiring” manager.  

a. Jacob, the deceiver, the usurper, who would rather give in than confront. He was an 

insensitive husband who was manipulated by his wives in their game of “who’s on first”.   

b. Laban is a narcissist; he’s a greedy man who desires great wealth and he doesn’t care 

how he gets it.  

c. Rachel and Leah seem to be pawns in their father’s sick plans and because they are 

both wives of Jacob they are constantly competing for his affections, his presence and 

his seed.   

 

God will, if necessary, intervene by visions, dreams or direct communication. 

Sometimes we too need to be steered back on course. Today, He still does this but 

through the Holy Spirit Who abides in us. So, GOD works with the ones he has chosen. 

So, instead of just overlooking their flaws or “winking” at their sin, He causes 

circumstances and events that will teach them important lessons to have them “grow 

up”, as it were.  

2. We learn that our LORD is a God of reconciliation. Reconciliation requires humility and the 

LORD loves the humble. It is far less painful to humble yourself than to have God humble you! 

It took the entire chapter, but Jacob and Laban reconciled and were able to part amicably 

(note: reconciliation doesn’t always result in complete restoration of a relationship.  It simply 

reopens a door that might have otherwise stayed shut).   We must always be ready to 

reconcile with anyone with whom we have hurt or by whom we have been hurt.  
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3. We learn that God of separation as well. Notice that a line was drawn in the sand between 

Jacob and Laban. Neither would cross that line unless harm was intended. God wants His 

chosen, whether it be a nation or a church or an individual to be separated from the evil 

influences that unbelievers seems to exude out of their pores.  

4. We also learned that sometimes it’s hard to leave our past behind us. If Rachel stole the idols 

with the intent of using them, then a lesson IS about  “forgetting those things which are behind 

and reaching forward to those things which are ahead”. Paul counted all his worldly gain, 

especially his reputation, his sufficiency, his knowledge, his heritage and successes as dung!  

(Philippians 3) 

  

With that, our saga continues… 

 

(Genesis 32:1 NKJV)  So Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him.  (Genesis 32:2 
NKJV)  When Jacob saw them, he said, "This is God's camp." And he called the name of that place 
Mahanaim. 

 

Mahanaim -  double camp: meaning that Jacob knew that there, with his “camp”, was a “camp” 
of angels as well….he was not alone! 

 

Genesis 28:15 NKJV  Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you." 

 

Hebrews 1:14 NKJV  Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will 
inherit salvation? 

(Genesis 32:3 NKJV)  Then Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of 
Seir, the country of Edom.  (Genesis 32:4 NKJV)  And he commanded them, saying, "Speak thus to 
my lord Esau, 'Thus your servant Jacob says: "I have dwelt with Laban and stayed there until now. 
(Genesis 32:5 NKJV)  I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants; and I have sent to 
tell my lord, that I may find favor in your sight." ' " 
 

Perhaps Jacob is emboldened to reconcile with his brother knowing that the LORD is with him.  
Perhaps Jacob is being slowly being changed by the LORD to see the truth of his past 
behavior.  
 
Note that the usurper and deceiver appears more humble now. Twice he refers to Esau as “my 
lord” and once as his “servant”.  He wants to reconcile with his brother before returning to their 
father.  
 

(Genesis 32:6 NKJV)  Then the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, "We came to your brother 
Esau, and he also is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him." 
 

Esau is certainly coming. Are these men with him because he doesn’t trust Jacob?  Probably.  
Is he coming to take revenge for what Jacob had done to him?  Maybe. He has no history with 
his brother that would lead him to believe otherwise! 
 

(Genesis 32:7 NKJV)  So Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people that 
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were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two companies. (Genesis 32:8 NKJV)  And 
he said, “If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the other company which is left will 
escape.” 

 
Jacob is afraid of his brother who once promised to kill him! So, he thinks it’s best to divide all 
he has into two camps so if he is attacked, one half will be able to escape! 
 
But wait a minute!  What about the angels that were camped with them?  What about the 
promises of God on which Jacob should be standing?  Ah, even today, fear first evokes a 
fleshly response!  And the first lie “fear” whispers is, “you are all alone in this”. 
 

But perhaps he recalled the promises; perhaps he realized that the angels were with him. But he 
does what nearly everyone else in the world does, he goes to God after and not first! 
 
(Genesis 32:9 NKJV)  Then Jacob said, "O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, 
the LORD who said to me, 'Return to your country and to your family, and I will deal well with 
you': (Genesis 32:10 NKJV)  I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth 
which You have shown Your servant; for I crossed over this Jordan with my staff, and now I have 
become two companies. (Genesis 32:11 NKJV)  Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, 
from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, lest he come and attack me and the mother with the children. 
(Genesis 32:12 NKJV)  For You said, 'I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as 
the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.' " 
 

Jacob does 3 important things in his prayer:  
1. He acknowledges that the LORD is God and the God of his father and grandfather! 
2. He humbles himself before Him and pleads for His deliverance.  Perhaps he also 

believes that Esau will not allow anyone to escape! 
3. He reminds the LORD of what he has promised. This isn’t because Jacob thinks that the 

God of Creation can forget or that He will not fulfill His promises, but to let Him know that 
he (Jacob) remembers that He is a covenant keeping God. It builds the faith of the speaker 
to reiterate His promises to us. 
 

Genesis 28:13-14 NKJV  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: "I am the LORD God 
of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and 
your descendants.  (14)  Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall 
spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your 
seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 

 
(Genesis 32:13 NKJV)  So he lodged there that same night, and took what came to his hand as a 
present for Esau his brother: (Genesis 32:14 NKJV)  two hundred female goats and twenty male 
goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, (Genesis 32:15 NKJV)  thirty milk camels with their colts, 
forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten foals.  (Genesis 32:16 NKJV)  Then he 
delivered them to the hand of his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, "Pass over 
before me, and put some distance between successive droves." (Genesis 32:17 NKJV)  And he 
commanded the first one, saying, "When Esau my brother meets you and asks you, saying, 'To whom 
do you belong, and where are you going? Whose are these in front of you?' (Genesis 32:18 NKJV)  
then you shall say, 'They are your servant Jacob's. It is a present sent to my lord Esau; and behold, 
he also is behind us.' " (Genesis 32:19 NKJV)  So he commanded the second, the third, and all who 
followed the droves, saying, "In this manner you shall speak to Esau when you find him; (Genesis 
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32:20 NKJV)  and also say, 'Behold, your servant Jacob is behind us.' "  
 

Jacob sends his servants with flocks to Esau. He sends them in waves to be “peace offerings” 
for his brother.  So, while he sends 3 flocks to Esau, he stays behind “just in case”.   Ok Ok,  
But Jacob’s faith is still developing. He’ll gladly surrender these  animals, but he’s  still 
struggling with surrendering himself and trusting the God of his fathers.  
 

Continuing in verse 20: 
 
For he said, "I will appease him with the present that goes before me, and afterward I will see his 
face; perhaps he will accept me."   
 
This part of verse 20 uses the word “appease”.  This is the Hebrew word “Kawfar” that means “to 
cover”; it also is translated “atonement”, “forgive” or “pardon”.  The word “present” carries with it the 
sense of a sacrifice that is normally  a “bloodless” and voluntary offering.  
 
Jacob wants to make an offering in hopes it will be acceptable to his brother to atone for his past 
behavior.   
 
This is certainly a picture of a man who is wavering between faith and self-sufficiency, between 
believing God and doubting God, between taking charge and letting go.  
 
Before we are too harsh on Jacob, let’s remember all the times where we too took the wheel even 
though we prayed…you know…just in case.  
 
We must take a hard look at ourselves as well as we do towards Jacob. If faith was easy, why did he 
struggle with it so much?  We too struggle with our faith that seems to come and go. I know that mine 
does. And against God’s expectation for me to be faithful, I often allow my faith to waver in the sight 
of circumstances of my life. Certainly, I am without excuse!   
 
He has told me to “be strong”!  In the Old Covenant Scriptures, he commanded his people to “be 
strong” 27 times. In the New Covenant with the abiding Spirit of Christ,  Paul tells his readers: 
 

1 Corinthians 16:13 NKJV  (13)  Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. 
 
Ephesians 6:10 NKJV  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 

 
And Jesus tells us Himself to be strong and faithful even unto death and He will give us the crown of 
life! (Revelation 2:10 NKJV)    
 

Oh My LORD God!  Forgive me for doubting You; Forgive me for not allowing Your Word to be fully 
rooted and grounded in my heart even though I know it in my head.  Transform me and conform me 
by Your Word and in any manner You deem necessary.  Help me to cling to You, Jesus, and to 
remember: 
 

1 Corinthians 1:9 NKJV  God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:24 NKJV  (24)  He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it. 
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2 Thessalonians 3:3 NKJV  (3)  But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you 
from the evil one. 

 

2 Timothy 2:13 NKJV  If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 

 

In the mighty Name of Christ Jesus, AMEN! 


