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Genesis 36-37 

 

Isaac is dead and buried. He did what was asked of him even though at times he tried to 
circumvent God’s plan.  But Jacob did receive the birthright that Esau despised and then 
the blessing as well.  Isaac was the Son of Promise. And Isaac was buried by his two sons 
in the same cave where Abraham and Sarah were.  Life Goes On… 

 

Scripturally, the next chapter (36) appears to be stuck in here because there wasn’t a 
better place to put it.  But the context is the death of Isaac. There are now just the 2 sons. 
Esau, being the physical firstborn has his genealogy recorded first. We know that Jacob is 
the spiritual firstborn,  and so, after this short chapter, we begin the “Adventures of Jacob’s 
Sons, starring the beloved Joseph”.  Chapters 37 through 50 is the last of the genealogical 
records from which Moses wrote the book of Genesis.   

 

That Esau was not chosen to be in the line of Messiah but it is obvious that God kept his 
promises which were recorded in Genesis 27:36-40 after Jacob deceived his father into 
giving him the blessing intended for Esau.     
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And Esau asked his father,   "Have you not reserved a blessing for me?"  

After prophesying about Esau’s descendants being servants of Jacob, Isaac said to him: 
"Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth, And of the dew of heaven 
from above. By your sword you shall live, And you shall serve your brother; And it 
shall come to pass, when you become restless, That you shall break his yoke from 
your neck." 

 

Not the greatest blessing ever recorded but certainly prophetic. So, let’s begin: 

 

(Genesis 36:1 NKJV)  Now this is the genealogy of Esau, who is Edom. (2)  Esau took his 
wives from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite; Aholibamah 
the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; (3)  and Basemath, Ishmael's 
daughter, sister of Nebajoth. (4)  Now Adah bore Eliphaz to Esau, and Basemath bore 
Reuel. (5)  And Aholibamah bore Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. These were the sons of Esau 
who were born to him in the land of Canaan. 

 
Against his parent’s desires, Esau married Canaanite women. His wives bore 5 
sons.  Some Scholars think Eliphaz is the same as came to Job for he was called a 
Temanite which was a city of Edom.  
 

(Genesis 36:6 NKJV)  Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the 
persons of his household, his cattle and all his animals, and all his goods which he had 
gained in the land of Canaan, and went to a country away from the presence of his brother 
Jacob. (7)  For their possessions were too great for them to dwell together, and the land 
where they were strangers could not support them because of their livestock. (8)  So Esau 
dwelt in Mount Seir. Esau is Edom. 
 

Esau moved to Mount Seir (same area as Petra in Jordan). There were not enough 
resources to support his family and the family of Jacob. God has certainly blessed 
Esau.  And He will continue to bless him in Seir. Esau’s blessings were aligned with 
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Esau’s heart:  he wanted the material blessings and not the spiritual ones. In God’s 
grace, they were granted.  
 
Moses made sure we know that Esau is Edom!  Edom is mentioned about 130 
times in Scriptures and most of the time, it is not flattering.  
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Psalms 108:9 NKJV  Moab is My washpot; Over Edom I will cast My shoe; 
Over Philistia I will triumph." 

Jeremiah 49:10 NKJV  But I have made Esau bare; I have uncovered his 
secret places, And he shall not be able to hide himself. His descendants are 
plundered, His brethren and his neighbors, And he is no more. 

 
Next comes the long list of Esau’s descendants;  I’m including the text in my notes but I 
don’t want to read it.  If you want, you can scan down the verses from 9 to 43 just so see 
how uninteresting it is.  
((( Slide ))) 

 
(Genesis 36:9 NKJV)  And this is the genealogy of Esau the father of the Edomites in 
Mount Seir.  (10)  These were the names of Esau's sons: Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife 
of Esau, and Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. (11)  And the sons of Eliphaz 
were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. (12)  Now Timna was the concubine of 
Eliphaz, Esau's son, and she bore Amalek to Eliphaz. These were the sons of Adah, 
Esau's wife. (13)  These were the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. 
These were the sons of Basemath, Esau's wife. (14)  These were the sons of Aholibamah, 
Esau's wife, the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon. And she bore to Esau: Jeush, 
Jaalam, and Korah. (15)  These were the chiefs of the sons of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz, 
the firstborn son of Esau, were Chief Teman, Chief Omar, Chief Zepho, Chief Kenaz, (16)  
Chief Korah, Chief Gatam, and Chief Amalek. These were the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land 
of Edom. They were the sons of Adah. (17)  These were the sons of Reuel, Esau's son: 
Chief Nahath, Chief Zerah, Chief Shammah, and Chief Mizzah. These were the chiefs of 
Reuel in the land of Edom. These were the sons of Basemath, Esau's wife. (18)  And 
these were the sons of Aholibamah, Esau's wife: Chief Jeush, Chief Jaalam, and Chief 
Korah. These were the chiefs who descended from Aholibamah, Esau's wife, the daughter 
of Anah. (19)  These were the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these were their chiefs. 
(20)  These were the sons of Seir the Horite who inhabited the land: Lotan, Shobal, 
Zibeon, Anah, (21)  Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. These were the chiefs of the Horites, the 
sons of Seir, in the land of Edom. (22)  And the sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam. 
Lotan's sister was Timna. (23)  These were the sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, 
Shepho, and Onam. (24)  These were the sons of Zibeon: both Ajah and Anah. This was 
the Anah who found the water in the wilderness as he pastured the donkeys of his father 
Zibeon. (25)  These were the children of Anah: Dishon and Aholibamah the daughter of 
Anah. (26)  These were the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. (27)  
These were the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. (28)  These were the sons of 
Dishan: Uz and Aran. (29)  These were the chiefs of the Horites: Chief Lotan, Chief 
Shobal, Chief Zibeon, Chief Anah, (30)  Chief Dishon, Chief Ezer, and Chief Dishan. 
These were the chiefs of the Horites, according to their chiefs in the land of Seir. (31)  Now 
these were the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned over the 
children of Israel: (32)  Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, and the name of his city was 
Dinhabah. (33)  And when Bela died, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his 
place. (34)  When Jobab died, Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place. 
(35)  And when Husham died, Hadad the son of Bedad, who attacked Midian in the field of 
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Moab, reigned in his place. And the name of his city was Avith. (36)  When Hadad died, 
Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place. (37)  And when Samlah died, Saul of Rehoboth-
by-the-River reigned in his place. (38)  When Saul died, Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor 
reigned in his place. (39)  And when Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor died, Hadar reigned in 
his place; and the name of his city was Pau. His wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter 
of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. (40)  And these were the names of the chiefs of 
Esau, according to their families and their places, by their names: Chief Timnah, Chief 
Alvah, Chief Jetheth, (41)  Chief Aholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, (42)  Chief Kenaz, 
Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, (43)  Chief Magdiel, and Chief Iram. These were the chiefs of 
Edom, according to their dwelling places in the land of their possession. Esau was the 
father of the Edomites. 
 
I do want to make some comments about Esau’s family. 
 
There was a spiritual battle between Jacob and Esau. It was born from jealousy, 
deception, and hatred. But the spiritual forces behind it were also battling in the Seed War!   
Throughout Israel’s history, Edom was a thorn in their side.  

 When the Israelites came through the wilderness to the Promised Land in the time 
of Moses, the Edomites refused them passage through their land     

 In this genealogy is Amalek. From him came the Amalekites, notable enemies of 
Israel. The most notorious is Haman as told in the story of Esther. He was a 
Persian Hitler whose plot to destroy the Jews was thwarted by God. 

 Herod the Great - the one who tried to kill the young child Jesus - was an Edomite.   

 Edom was brought to nothing, as Obadiah and others had prophesied.  

Finally, I’d like you to note the coldness of this genealogy. Bare facts with no stories to add 
color to this black and white canvas. We will see a stark contrast starting in the next 
chapter. The story of Joseph is full and vibrant. It has highs and lows of life’s blessings and 
tribulations. Like the coat of many colors, the story will jump off the pages of scripture to 
evoke many thoughts and feelings.  Heroes and anti-heroes pepper the stories;  God is on 
the move and we will see His Fingerprints all over the remaining pages of Genesis. 
 

So, let’s turn to Chapter 37: 

 

(Genesis 37:1 NKJV)  Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the 
land of Canaan. 

 
Abraham and Isaac knew that they were strangers in the Land of Promise.  It’s 
difficult to know what Jacob is thinking since he tends to internalize things for a long 
while.  But today, we will see an old prophesy made to Grandfather Abraham made 
many years before start to come to life: 

((( Slide ))) 

Genesis 15:13-14 NKJV  Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your 
descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, 
and they will afflict them four hundred years.  (14)  And also the nation whom 
they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 

 
(Genesis 37:2 NKJV)  This is the history of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was 
feeding the flock with his brothers. And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of 
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Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father. 
 
Tattle tail or messenger?   He was with Gad, Naphtali, Asher and Dan. Whatever 
they were doing, it was enough for young Joseph to tell his dad.  Any speculation by 
scholars or commentators about what they did would not hold up in a court of law.  
Someone noted that perhaps it wasn’t talebearing since what Joseph reported was 
true.    
 

(Genesis 37:3 NKJV)  Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was 
the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. (4)  But when his brothers 
saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not 
speak peaceably to him. 

 
Why Joseph was chosen above Benjamin is not said. Benjamin was truly the son of 
his old age. However, perhaps he was a continued reminder of Rachel’s death.    
 
The coat was evidently a long robe (by the way, the word for colors in Hebrew 
means “palms”…thus a long-sleeved robe; whether the colors were from actual 
patches of material or just multi-colored threads woven into it, is unknown but 
probable.  The word colors was used in the Septuagint and then in the Latin 
Vulgate.  This was not what a working man wore. It was a garment of privilege 
and status and possibly royalty. Therefore, some state that since Joseph was 
Rachel’s firstborn, Jacob was taking the birthright away from Reuben and 
giving it to Joseph. This certainly didn’t endear him to his brothers, and they hated 
him.  
 

(Genesis 37:5 NKJV)  Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they 
hated him even more. (6)  So he said to them, "Please hear this dream which I have 
dreamed: (7)  There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose 
and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my 
sheaf." 
 

Joseph had a dream. Whether he was simply excited about it or wanted to rub it in 
is subject to debate. Some believe in his youthful innocence. Some, like me, think 
the meaning was obvious and being hated by his brothers, it was told to antagonize 
them.  

 
(Genesis 37:8 NKJV)  And his brothers said to him, "Shall you indeed reign over us? Or 
shall you indeed have dominion over us?" So they hated him even more for his dreams 
and for his words.  
 

Ironic, given what happened in Egypt!  Yes, he would rule and reign over them!  
Also, the sheaves represent wheat and other grains that will picture prominently in 
Joseph’s future! 
 

(Genesis 37:9 NKJV)  Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and 
said, "Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the 
eleven stars bowed down to me."  (10)  So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his 
father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall 
your mother and I and your brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before 
you?" (11)  And his brothers envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 
 



5 | P a g e  
 

The next dream not only involves his brothers but his mother and father as well.  
Joseph dreams of his entire family bowing down to him!  Yikes! Jacob rebukes him 
for telling it because of what it means – he will be above his father, mother and all 
his brothers.  
 
But after the rebuke, Jacob, does what Jacob does best:  he thinks on it and leaves 
it at that.  
 
Joseph, being young and naïve apparently doesn’t truly understand how these 
things will sound to others. Joseph isn’t the first born but perhaps sees himself as 
the “best-born”.  His brothers are envious, the Hebrew word seems to indicate that 
they were moved by what he said; moved to take action against him. 
 

(Genesis 37:12 NKJV)  Then his brothers went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. (13)  
And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I 
will send you to them." So he said to him, "Here I am." (14)  Then he said to him, "Please 
go and see if it is well with your brothers and well with the flocks, and bring back word to 
me." So he sent him out of the Valley of Hebron, and he went to Shechem. 
 

Joseph doesn’t work the flocks anymore. He’s a homebody like his dad was. This 
also provokes his brothers because they see him as lazy and not providing for the 
family.  
 
Jacob, once again, wants to know more about his brothers who are in the area of 
Shechem tending the flocks. I think the intent is to find out if they’re behaving 
themselves.   
 
Joseph is obedient to his father. The response “Here I am” is the Hebraic way of 
say, “I’m ready to go so send me!”. 
 

(Genesis 37:15 NKJV)  Now a certain man found him, and there he was, wandering in the 
field. And the man asked him, saying, "What are you seeking?" (16)  So he said, "I am 
seeking my brothers. Please tell me where they are feeding their flocks." (17)  And the 
man said, "They have departed from here, for I heard them say, 'Let us go to Dothan.' " So 
Joseph went after his brothers and found them in Dothan. 
 

Jewish sages say that this certain man was the Angel Gabriel. Most say that it’s just 
a man, who seeing Joseph looking around for his brothers, tells him that they went 
north a little way to feed the flocks. This is where he finds them.  Like the stories in 
the New Testament, saying a “certain man” normally implies someone known to the 
person. 
 

(Genesis 37:18 NKJV)  Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, 
they conspired against him to kill him. (19)  Then they said to one another, “Look, this 
dreamer is coming! (20)  Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some pit; 
and we shall say, ‘Some wild beast has devoured him.’ We shall see what will become of 
his dreams!” 

 
His brothers see him coming. Their anger has blossomed into murderous thoughts. 
They want him dead.  The thought of “we shall see what will become of his dreams” 
seems to me to be a their motivation.  A dead man can’t rule over anyone!  Better 
dead then head. 
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(Genesis 37:21 NKJV)  But Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands, and 
said, "Let us not kill him." (22)  And Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood, but cast him 
into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him"—that he might deliver 
him out of their hands, and bring him back to his father. 
 

Surprisingly, Reuben is the one who comes to Joseph’s rescue…or at least tries.  
He doesn’t want any bloodshed. So he tells them to put him in a pit (presumably to 
have him die there).  But he plans to circle around and pull him out and take him 
back to Jacob. 
  

(Genesis 37:23 NKJV)  So it came to pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers, that 
they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic of many colors that was on him. (24)  Then they 
took him and cast him into a pit. And the pit was empty; there was no water in it.  (25)  And 
they sat down to eat a meal.  
 

Let’s stop here for a second… 
 
The other brothers complied with the plan of Reuben and throw Joseph into a 
waterless pit. But part of their scheme is to take his tunic to show their father that he 
was taken by wild animals…. 
 
But think of their heartless attitude:  “Hey let’s throw him into a pit and then have 
lunch!”. 
 

Then they lifted their eyes and looked, and there was a company of Ishmaelites, coming 
from Gilead with their camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry 
them down to Egypt. (26)  So Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is there if we kill our 
brother and conceal his blood? (27)  Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let 
not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother and our flesh." And his brothers listened. 
(28)  Then Midianite traders passed by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out 
of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And they took 
Joseph to Egypt. 
 

They spot a caravan of Ishmaelite traders traveling nearby. A lightbulb turns on over 
Judah’s head!   “Hey Bro’s; let’s not shed his blood but let’s make some money and 
sell him to these traders.  So, 20 shekels later, off goes Joseph to Egypt which was 
where the traders were heading.  
 

(Genesis 37:29 NKJV)  Then Reuben returned to the pit, and indeed Joseph was not in the 
pit; and he tore his clothes. (30)  And he returned to his brothers and said, "The lad is no 
more; and I, where shall I go?" 
 

A short time later Reuben comes to the pit only to find it empty. He becomes quite 
distraught and doesn’t know whether to go home to tell his father or to go and try to 
find his brother.  Being the oldest, he felt obligated to help him and that was also the 
expectation of his father – whom he wasn’t especially close to now… 
 

(Genesis 37:31 NKJV)  So they took Joseph’s tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped 
the tunic in the blood. (32)  Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to 
their father and said, “We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son’s tunic or 
not?” (33)  And he recognized it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A wild beast has devoured 
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him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces.” 
 
It doesn’t seem that the brothers were forthcoming with their change of plans. 
Perhaps they didn’t want Reuben running off to rescue Joseph. Better to let him 
think that a wild beast got to him.  
 
So, they put goat blood on Joseph’s tunic and brought it to their father. He confirms 
that it was Joseph’s and that he must have been torn apart by a wilderness beast.  
 

(Genesis 37:34 NKJV)  Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and 
mourned for his son many days. (35)  And all his sons and all his daughters arose to 
comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and he said, “For I shall go down into the 
grave to my son in mourning.” Thus his father wept for him. 

 
Jacob’s grief remains for many days. He even thinks that perhaps he will die while 
mourning the loss of his beloved son. 
 
The word for ‘grave’ is sheol. In the Jewish mind set, Sheol is in the center of the 
earth and was, before the death of Messiah, housed all the souls of man. The 
faithful and the unfaithful simply went into different “compartments”.   
 

(Genesis 37:36)  Now the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh and captain of the guard. 
 

Joseph is sold into slavery in Egypt!  And the Scarlett Thread is pulled all the way 
down into the very place that God wanted it. 

 
This and the remaining 14 chapters show the tension between man’s free will and the 
sovereignty of God.  From the family of Jacob’s perspective, their lives appear as a series 
of events.  It certainly shows a group of brothers who were the very definition of 
dysfunctional. What could possibly come of these selfish, compulsive men who, in their 
envy and jealousy, sold their 17-year-old brother to traders heading to Egypt?  Then, on 
top of that, they convinced their father that Joseph was torn apart by some sort of animal – 
leaving just the Coat of Many Colors, stained with innocent blood.  Where’s the faith of 
Abraham?  Where’s the faith of Isaac?  Do you want to understand what it means to walk 
in the flesh?  Check out the sons of Israel. All of them!  Just as many view Jacob through 
the eyes of judgment…many view Joseph through the eyes of Messiah.    
 
Much has been taught of Joseph as a type of Christ. They see his brother’s hatred and 
rejection as a picture of Jesus who came to save the lost sheep of the House of Israel.  
And, while it is a picture, we must be careful assigning the name of “type of Christ”.  Can 
we say now, at seventeen, Joseph typifies Christ?  Objectively, he is portrayed as a 
privileged child with little work to do other than bringing reports from the pastures about his 
brothers. His dreams ARE from God and they will be fulfilled but for now, they do nothing 
good for family relationships.   It’s still too early to declare him as a type of Christ.  
 
BTW:  there is no NT revelation or Scripture regarding the subject of Joseph being a type 
of Christ.  I’m not trying to negate the idea; I’m just trying to add perspective. In fact, I do 
see him as a picture of Christ, and this will become very evident as we move through the 
rest of the Story. 
 
So, what can God do to ensure His will is done with such a self-willed bunch of head-
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strong men?  Will God visit Jacob again and impart encouragement to keep the Messianic 
Hope alive?  Will God reveal Himself to Joseph to help him escape the slavery in which he 
finds himself?  How will God preserve the free-will given to men but at the same time 
ensure that His Word does not return void?   These are questions that come from our 
limited, finite minds. I can tell you that God is never in Plan B mode. He is never surprised 
by what man does nor does He continually make adjustments for our willful or capricious 
decisions. I can declare to You that He is always in control, but I cannot explain it to you. 
Many of us, including myself, see life as being somewhat out-of-control, sometimes good, 
sometimes bad. We fear the Coronavirus; we fear the collapse of the stock market; we are 
fearful of every “what if” that we can conjure up.  If we are honest, we might say we that 
we are not afraid of death but of dying.  Instead of “what if”, let us, by faith, live by “even 
though”.  
((( Slide ))) 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 NLT  Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and there are 
no grapes on the vines; even though the olive crop fails, and the fields lie empty 
and barren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and the cattle barns are 
empty,  (18)  yet I will rejoice in the LORD! I will be joyful in the God of my 
salvation!  (19)  The Sovereign LORD is my strength! He makes me as surefooted 
as a deer, able to tread upon the heights. (For the choir director: This prayer is to be 
accompanied by stringed instruments.) 

 
The remaining chapters show the faith of Joseph who never had a visit from God but 
always believed in His goodness and His purposes. For me, I need to get another full dose 
of this same faith!  I’m going to need it!  Will you? 


