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Genesis 4:9 – end 

 

Last week we covered the first part of Chapter 4 where Adam and Eve bore two sons, Cain and Abel;  
Sin kicked into high gear and through a jealous rage, Cain killed Abel.  

 

I want to review one verse with which many Bible scholars had difficulty translating into English.  

 

Genesis 4:1 NKJV  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I 
have acquired a man from the LORD." 

 

I have acquired a man from the LORD. 
I acquired a man through God 
With the LORD'S help, I have made a man! 
I have gotten the man that the LORD promised 
I produced a man with Adonai. 
I have gotten a man by Jehovah 

 

However, the Hebrew literally reads “I have gotten a man: Jehovah.” The Hebrew shows that Eve’s 
understanding of Genesis 3: 15 was that the Redeemer Who would come of the Seed of the Woman 
was to be a God-Man.  Many do not believe that Eve would have understood this but then again, the 
ancient sages often understood this very same thing:  that Messiah would be divine.  

 

Eve’s interpretation of Cain’s birth is a good example of correct theology with the wrong 
application. Cain was not the God-Man, but the birth of Cain produced the initial hope. 

 

I have called the Genesis 3:15 verse, the start of the Seed War. But there’s another analogy that is 
also applicable…the Scarlet Thread. This thread runs through the genealogical record up to the Birth 
of Christ. It also explains why certain genealogical lines seem to be s “dead end” and why so many 
peoples are not included in the genealogies.  From this point on, we will try to understand how the 
thread winds through history and what the skirmishes, battles and wars were that were actually 
spiritual battles instigated by Satan as he attempted to undermine God’s Plan of Redemption – that’s 
the depth of his pride…thinking he could thwart the Will of the LORD. 

 

 

 

(Genesis 4:8 NKJV)  Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in 
the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 

 
Envy and Jealousy are emotions that came with the Fall. Cain envied Abel’s relationship with 
God;  Can was also jealous because Abel appeared to be usurping his place as first born.  
 
These powerful emotions bore fruit:  death. 
 

(Genesis 4:9 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" He said, "I do not 
know. Am I my brother's keeper?" 
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Once again, the LORD comes and tries to get Cain to admit his sin and repent of it.   
 
Cain’s response is insolent and a lie.  In a sense, being the older brother, he should have 
looked out for his brother’s interest and safety. 
 
So, back-talk, a lie and the first broken relationship, even between brothers. 
 
So far, the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil is thriving within the hearts of all mankind! 
  

(Genesis 4:10 NKJV)  And He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out 
to Me from the ground. 
 

The LORD is “annoyed”.  Cain would not admit to what he has done so the LORD simply 
confronts him!  And, at this point, I don’t believe the question was one last attempt at allowing 
Cain to repent!  (But not everyone agrees with me).  
 
However, Abel’s blood added to the curse on the land;  We see this in the words of the LORD 
Jesus when He was accusing the Scribes and Pharisees of hypocrisy: 
 

Matthew 23:33-35 NKJV  Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the 
condemnation of hell?  (34)  Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and 
scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in 
your synagogues and persecute from city to city,  (35)  that on you may come all the 
righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 

 

This was also codified in the Law: 

 
(Numbers 35:33)  So you shall not pollute the land where you are; for blood defiles 
the land, and no atonement can be made for the land, for the blood that is shed on 
it, except by the blood of him who shed it. 

 

And we learned: 

 

Hebrews 12:24 NKJV  to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel. 

 

Abel’s blood cried out for vengeance;  Jesus’ Blood cried out for forgiveness and life 
everlasting.  
 

(Genesis 4:11 NKJV)  So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive 
your brother's blood from your hand.  
(12)  When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond 
you shall be on the earth." 

 
This is Adam’s curse on steroids!   There was to be no rest for the soon-to-be weary Cain!  His 
life would be one of wandering looking for land that could yield the crops he needed.  
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(Genesis 4:13 NKJV)  And Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is greater than I can bear!  (14)  
Surely You have driven me out this day from the face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; 
I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill 
me." 
 

Some see this as repentance;  I see as regret at getting caught and not wanting to suffer the 
consequences. Only God knows. 
 
If only Cain had cared as much about his sin as he did the punishment!     This is another fruit 
of the Tree of Knowledge: selfishness and the propensity of people not wanting to admit what 
they have done! 
 
While Cain will never truly be hidden from the Omniscient Face of God, he will be separated 
from His glorious presence and favor.  
 
Cain was worried about someone taking revenge on him. Either he was thinking ahead when, 
perhaps, he’d have another sibling or perhaps even his father Adam.  We don’t know the 
timeframe of this incident, but we know it was before year 130 when Seth was born (See 
Chapter 5:3), and so we know Adam and Eve had other children. 

 
(Genesis 4:15 NKJV)  And the LORD said to him, "Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be 
taken on him sevenfold." And the LORD set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him. 
 

Read all you want about the mark on Cain, but the plain truth is, we don’t know what it was.  It 
had to be something obvious to whomever saw it.  This was the very first time that ‘here’s your 
sign’ was used!  Although, I’ve been told it was a large L tattooed onto his forehead… 
 
But, even with a brother who killed his only brother, God’s MERCY is extended.  And, to 
understand why is to know the mind of God.   

 
(Genesis 4:16 NKJV)  Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and dwelt in the land of 
Nod on the east of Eden. 
 

The land of Nod wasn’t named prior to Cain but because of Cain. This is where he wandered 
about.  
 

(Genesis 4:17 NKJV)  And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. And he built a 
city, and called the name of the city after the name of his son—Enoch. 

 
Anti-Biblical people love to ask, “Where did Cain find a wife?”. 
The answer is simple:  it was a sister. Before you think “ewww”, this was really the only 
choice.  And regarding genetic issues, this was obviously very early on in the gene pool and 
many affects of the fall were not realized yet:  for example, we know that Adam lived to be 930 
years.   
 
It wasn’t until the time of the Law that incest was forbidden because the gene pool was 
sufficiently polluted by then to cause issues with the offspring. 
 
Cain and his wife had a son and Cain built a town named after his son, Enoch.  Why did Cain, 



Page | 4 
 

who was supposed to be a wanderer, build a city?  And why name it after his son?   
 
While building a city isn’t a bad thing, perhaps the attitude or motivation behind it was skewed:  

It appears to be an act of defiance towards God who told Cain that he would be a fugitive and 

a vagabond on the earth.  Also, consider the pride of Cain:  was he trying to build his own 

kingdom, separated from the LORD? 

 
(btw: This isn’t the same Enoch we read about in chapter 5). 
 

(Genesis 4:18 NKJV)  To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael begot 
Methushael, and Methushael begot Lamech. (19)  Then Lamech took for himself two wives: the name 
of one was Adah, and the name of the second was Zillah. 
 

So, Enoch’s descendants are listed.   Lamech is the next important person in the family tree.  
He’s important because of his blatant disregard of the Divine order of one-man-one-wife 
standard set by God.    Obviously, Cain didn’t teach him about the holiness of God.  
 
Lamech’s two wives bore three men who were gifted. Even in their fallen state, God the Holy 
Spirit brought certain skills into the human race.     

 
(Genesis 4:20 NKJV)  And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those who dwell in tents and have 
livestock.  (21)  His brother's name was Jubal. He was the father of all those who play the harp and 
flute. (22)  And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every craftsman in bronze and 
iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah. 

 
Naamah is never mentioned again; perhaps she was listed because she was his only 
daughter.  Or perhaps she became Tubal-Cain’s wife. 
 

(Genesis 4:23 NKJV)  Then Lamech said to his wives: “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; Wives of 
Lamech, listen to my speech! For I have killed a man for wounding me, Even a young man for hurting 
me. (24)  If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold." 
 

Jewish traditions (that is, speculation) is that the man was Cain. There are also others who 
believe that there were 2 men killed by Lamech:  one being Cain and the other someone who 
wounded Lamech because he killed Cain;  Lamech then killed this other younger man.  Again, 
it’s just tradition.  
 
It appears that even though he only had an audience of 2, Lamech appears to be bragging 
because he knew of prohibition….and suggested that the LORD would avenge his death even 
77 times.  
 
However, there is another interpretation. Some see Lamech’s little speech as a way of warning 
his wives that someone would seek to kill him and his family because God would go beyond 
His initial declaration of 7 times to seventy-sevenfold in avenging the death of these 2 men by 
the hand of Lamech.  
 
If I had to choose, with knowing how men sin and either cover it up or brag about it, I’d go with 
the “bragging” of Lamech.    
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But we need to understand that none of these first peoples were ever mentioned 
again…eventually dying out along with the “good” and “bad” they performed.  
 

And as a literary symbol of Lamech’s line disappearing from Scripture, the next verse seems to be an 
abrupt change of plot lines.  

 
 
(Genesis 4:25 NKJV)  And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, "For 
God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed." 
 

Eve, with Abel dead and Cain banished, gives birth to another son, Seth.  Abel the righteous 
one was dead by the hand of Cain.  
Cain’s line is cursed and became a dead-end street.  
 
But God replaced righteous Abel with another Seed…Seth.  
 

(Genesis 4:26 NKJV)  And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then 
men began to call on the name of the LORD. 

 
At the first, we see Seth as a righteous man; He taught his son Enosh well.   There are, as 
usual, several interpretations to the statement “then men began to call on the Name of the 
LORD”.  

 
Is this the start of prayer and worship?  Adam and Eve taught their sons well and so they 
understood that the LORD was a “listener” and “One who spoke” as well.  The word “call” in 
the Hebrew has the idea of “calling out” or “proclaiming”.  Therefore, perhaps Seth and Enosh 
were the first evangelists and proclaimed the Name of the LORD to their Godless uncles, 
aunts and cousins who were populating the region.  
 

And, if Seth and his son were declaring the Name of the LORD, perhaps we see the real 

kingdom of God being built (as opposed to Cain!) 

 

Chapter 4 was all about sin and its affects.  Except for the last 2 verses, we do not see any “scarlet 

thread” running thru these men and women. What we see, perhaps, is the spread of humanism, the 

philosophy of, “We are the captain of our destiny; we live for ourselves and by our own talents for 

there is no God”.    

The Seed War continues on and the “thread of life everlasting” was paused for a quick moment.  

God’s purposes and plans cannot be altered by any man.   

Job_23:13  "But He is unique, and who can make Him change? And whatever His soul 

desires, that He does. 

Isaiah 55:11 NKJV  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to 
Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent 
it. 
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This is as important then as it is now. For while the thread continued until the birth of Messiah, the 

war still rages on. Satan, who is the epitome of being given over to his full-blown pride, is still trying to 

ruin God’s plans of redemption for the world.  Satan lost at the cross.  Can he not realize that he is a 

tool of God?  Perhaps he does and simply does not care.  

His plans today center around the Body of Christ and the Nation of Israel.  He would like to destroy 

both; he knows that he cannot;  Therefore, I think he is trying to destroy God’s reputation thru the 

Body of Christ. His playbook is the same as it was with Job:  “Curse God and Die!”. 

And with the Nation of Israel, he is trying to kill as many Jews as He can before “all Israel is saved”. 

Why?  Again, like Job, he wants them to “curse God and die” because thru them came Messiah 

which, in some respects, started the End of Days, that, for Satan, can only mean one thing:  the lake 

of fire! 

 

We are in a battle;  

 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 NKJV  (3)  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.  
(4)  For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,  (5)  
casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,  (6)  and being ready to punish all 
disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled. 

 

Ephesians 6:10-13 NKJV  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  
(11)  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  
(12)  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  
(13)  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. 

 

How can we live victoriously if it seems that we’re always fighting life?  Perhaps we need to take a 

lesson from one of the faithful saints: 

 

Nehemiah 4:15-18 NKJV  And it happened, when our enemies heard that it was known to us, 
and that God had brought their plot to nothing, that all of us returned to the wall, everyone to 
his work.  (16)  So it was, from that time on, that half of my servants worked at construction, 
while the other half held the spears, the shields, the bows, and wore armor; and the leaders 
were behind all the house of Judah.  (17)  Those who built on the wall, and those who carried 
burdens, loaded themselves so that with one hand they worked at construction, and with the 
other held a weapon.  (18)  Every one of the builders had his sword girded at his side as he 
built. And the one who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 

 

 


