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Genesis 39 

 

Chapter 38 was not placed between the sale of Joseph (37) and his delivery to Egypt in today’s 
chapter (39) as a matter of randomness. Because it’s there, many have sought to make the events of 
Judah and Tamar as all occurring before Joseph got to Egypt, that is, they think chronologically. But 
others believe that the events of chapter 38 took place over the course of 23 years, up to the time of 
the 2nd year of the 7-year famine when the Sons of Jacob travel to Egypt to buy grain. I think this 
latter interpretation has merit. The importance of chapter 38 is that it clearly portrays Judah as a 
damaged individual who did it “his way” and paid a price for the pain he caused because of his 
disobedience. The Holy Spirit wanted us to understand before we see the righteous life Joseph, we 
should fix in our minds and hearts that the Scarlet Thread that traveled throughout the centuries was 
stained red with the blood of the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world. It was His blood given 
for each of His ancestors in the flesh and every other person who lived, lives or will live in the ages to 
come.   

  

(Genesis 39:1 NKJV)  Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him 
down there. 

Our hero has been sold into slavery. That can’t be good!  Or can it?  Sometime the 
circumstances we find ourselves in exactly where God wants us. It’s only by faith-sight that we 
can endure hardship, whether of our doing, or because of another. Faith-sight sees the LORD 
with us, not matter what happens. Sometimes, we see Him opening a door or closing a door; 
sometimes we see Him simply being with us, loving us, strengthening us and encouraging us 
and helping us to see with faith-eyes things our head-eyes refuse to see. 
 

(Genesis 39:2 NKJV)  The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in 
the house of his master the Egyptian. 
(3)  And his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD made all he did to 
prosper in his hand. (4)  So Joseph found favor in his sight, and served him. Then he made him 
overseer of his house, and all that he had he put under his authority. 
 

The LORD was with Joseph. Ten times the LORD is mentioned in this short chapter of 23 
verses. Joseph the slave found grace in God’s eyes and even in his master, Potiphar, could 
not help but notice. Joseph served his master well and soon became the overseer of all the 
slaves of Potiphar’s household. 
 
Joseph is a teenager but old enough to be considered a man. With the LORD’s grace, Joseph 
was able to attain a position of overseer with all authority. He must have quickly learned the 
Egyptian language and was granted gifts of administration and leadership by the LORD God of 
his fathers.   

 
(Genesis 39:5 NKJV)  So it was, from the time that he had made him overseer of his house and all 
that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of 
the LORD was on all that he had in the house and in the field. (6)  Thus he left all that he had in 
Joseph's hand, and he did not know what he had except for the bread which he ate. Now Joseph was 
handsome in form and appearance. 
 

How would it seem if Potiphar’s household had suffered in life’s demands while Joseph 
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received blessings of the LORD?  Would Joseph been all judgmental and telling them that to 
be blessed they would have to be circumcised?  No, it was for Joseph’s sake, that God 
graciously blessed the household of this heathen Egyptian.  Joseph became responsible for all 
of Potiphar’s estate.  He trusted Joseph so much that he didn’t bother keeping track of his own 
wealth and property.   
 
The final line about his physical appearance appears to be a set up for what happened next.  
 

(Genesis 39:7 NKJV)  And it came to pass after these things that his master’s wife cast longing eyes 
on Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.” (8)  But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, my 
master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my 
hand. (9)  There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back anything from me but 
you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” 

 
Joseph is tempted by Potiphar’s wife who is seeking immediate gratification for her lust. 
There’s no pretense of any relationship or other benefits…just a cold command, “lie with me”.  
From God’s perspective it is a test for God tempts no man. Is Joseph loyal to his master?  Is 
Joseph loyal to his God? The answer is YES!  Joseph calls it like he sees it:  it would be a 
great wickedness and sin against God!  Notice he doesn’t say it’s a great wickedness and sin 
against Potiphar.    
 
So strong is his conviction that he serves at the pleasure of his God, he ignores the immediate 
pleasures which would include great favor from her, making his life even easier and more 
successful.  So strong is his faith in his God, that while he must have understood the 
consequences of denying her, remaining strong would be the best course of action.  
AND the LORD was still with him! 
 

(Genesis 39:10 NKJV)  So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that he did not heed her, to lie 
with her or to be with her. 

 
Evil knows no bounds. It keeps hounding and tempting. Her lust is great towards this 
handsome young man.   But by the grace of God, he is able to resist even to the point of 
avoiding her.  AND the LORD was still with him! 
 

(Genesis 39:11 NKJV)  But it happened about this time, when Joseph went into the house to do his 
work, and none of the men of the house was inside, (12)  that she caught him by his garment, saying, 
“Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand, and fled and ran outside. 

 
I suspect that she orchestrated the situation and told the other men of the house to leave for a 
while. She catches him off-guard and grabs his garment insisting that he lie with her. He pulled 
away from her, leaving his garment in her hands while he left the house.  AND the LORD was 
still with him! 
 

(Genesis 39:13 NKJV)  And so it was, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and fled 
outside, (14)  that she called to the men of her house and spoke to them, saying, "See, he has 
brought in to us a Hebrew to mock us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud 
voice. (15)  And it happened, when he heard that I lifted my voice and cried out, that he left his 
garment with me, and fled and went outside."  
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Potiphar’s wife concocts a plausible story. In fact, she actually blames her husband for bringing 
into their home a Hebrew slave. She feigns attempted rape and keeps Joseph’s garment as 
“proof”. AND the LORD was still with him! 
 

(Genesis 39:16 NKJV)  So she kept his garment with her until his master came home. (17)  Then she 
spoke to him with words like these, saying, “The Hebrew servant whom you brought to us came in to 
me to mock me; (18)  so it happened, as I lifted my voice and cried out, that he left his garment with 
me and fled outside.” 

 
She repeats the story to her husband. If he asked any of the other men in the house, they 
would have corroborated her story.  AND the LORD was still with him! 
 

(Genesis 39:19 NKJV)  So it was, when his master heard the words which his wife spoke to him, 
saying, “Your servant did to me after this manner,” that his anger was aroused. (20)  Then Joseph’s 
master took him and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were confined. And 
he was there in the prison.  
 

Potiphar seizes Joseph and puts him into Pharaoh’s prison. 
Historians say that as the Captain of the Guard, the prison would have been attached to his 
house. They also  say that he was probably Pharaoh’s executioner. Perhaps that’s why it says 
(somewhat obviously) “and he was there in the prison” – perhaps indicating that he wasn’t 
just put to death right away. 
AND the LORD was still with him! 

 
(Genesis 39:21 NKJV)  But the LORD was with Joseph [redundant but true] and showed him 
mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. (22)  And the keeper of the 
prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners who were in the prison; whatever they did there, 
it was his doing. (23)  The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was under Joseph's 
authority, because the LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper. 
 

Once again, God’s grace was poured out onto Joseph. He was put in charge of the prisoners 
and given all authority of the keeper of the prison.  
 
Now before we continue, perhaps we can summarize Joseph’s life up to this point: 
 
1. He’s thrown into a pit by his brothers because they hated him. The LORD was there in the 

pit with him. 
2. He’s sold to the Ishmaelites who resell him in Egypt to the Pharaoh’s Captain of the Guard.  

The LORD was with him while travelling to Egypt.  
3. The LORD was with him as he prospered in Potiphar’s house 
4. The LORD was with him as Potiphar’s wife kept on tempting him.  
5. The LORD was with him when he was thrown into prison for something he didn’t do and 

apparently kept quiet about the whole ordeal.  
 
Yes, the LORD was with him. The LORD didn’t manifest Himself nor did He speak with Joseph!  It 
was by faith.  I could tell you how much Joseph is like Jesus:  betrayed by his brothers, tempted, and 
falsely accused of crimes He didn’t commit.  All that is true. But I want to call attention to the fact that 
Joseph’s faith did not depend on his circumstances. He seems content in whatever situation in which 
he finds himself.  Was it the 2 dreams he had when he was a bit younger?  I think that that’s a part of 
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it.  Was it seeing his father change as he headed south towards Haran? Was it the stories about his 
grandfather and great-grandfather he must have heard?  What ever it was, he was faithful to his God. 
No matter what: pits or prisons, Potiphar’s or Pharaohs.  
 

Hattie loves to be held.  
 
Ever since she was born, Hattie has loved being held. In 4.5 years, she has slept with Macy 
and I nearly every single night — close. She wants to feel you.  
 
Early on Tuesday morning March 3, Hattie had wound up in our bed once again. She was 
asleep between Macy and I when Macy’s phone went off alerting us of a tornado warning in 
Putnam County. She immediately woke me up, where I quickly turned the TV on. Dan Thomas 
from Channel 4 was on, and his first words I heard alerted those around Upperman High 
School to take cover. We immediately grabbed Hattie out of the bed and begin running as fast 
as possible towards Lainey’s room to grab her out of the crib. Macy grabbed Lainey, I had 
Hattie, and we hit the floor. The sound around us was unlike anything I have ever heard. 
Deafening silence.  
 
As soon as we hit the ground with the girls, the tornado hit. Everything was collapsing and 
going up around us. I was yelling as loud as I could. I don’t remember what I said or even if 
what I said were words at all, but my yells were pleads for my girls to hang on. The four of us 
were relocated by the storm to somewhere around our front porch, we think. We were in the 
dirt, in the crawl space, but together.  
 
The following are memories I do not have. Macy and I both blacked out around this time, and 
have no memory until we woke up across the street at a house that was still standing. The rest 
of this story is filled with God’s people, many at Collegeside, who came to our aid.  
 
Kory and Lauren Farmer are our neighbors. Their house was also lost in the storm, but they 
were able to escape. Soon after the storm passed, Kory could hear my screams. He had a 
light and was able to locate the four of us. Macy was holding Lainey. I was holding Hattie. We 
had never let go. Kory took the girls from our arms because he could see all 4 of us were 
injured. More neighbors, Luke and Amy Carty, had been able to escape and get to Luke’s 
truck. Luke and Amy had Jill Mynatt and her family in the truck with them. Kory handed Hattie 
to Jill and Lainey to Amy. My girls never touched the ground.  
 
Luke drove hoping to make it to the McBroom Chapel church building but couldn’t. He was 
able to make it to Amy Jennings house, where some of the truck was unloaded. Amy took care 
of Lainey, getting her out of wet clothes and keeping her warm. When an ambulance was able 
to locate the group, Jill held Lainey and checked her into the hospital. Luke was holding Hattie. 
She had already passed. Luke held her though. Hattie loves to be held. My girls never touched 
the ground.  
 
Luke turned her over to the professionals when they arrived on the scene to go help more 
people. There is no doubt the Hensley neighborhood saved each other that night.  
Back at our location, Kory, (and others I cannot remember), broke a door down to make a 
stretcher for Macy. They got her to a vehicle and to the hospital. I was helped to the car of 
Brandon Pruitt who drove me to the hospital.  
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Every interaction we had that night was with God’s people. The church saved our life. I’m 
confident there are more names that I could have added that I do not remember. We are living 
the the tension of devastation and love. Words do not do justice for how we feel for Hattie. The 
pain is unbearable at times, and present all the time. We have also been overwhelmed with 
love and support from all over. We thank you for your prayers — we have seen God this week 
in the lives of so many. God worked through his people Tuesday morning — Kory, Lauren, 
Luke, Amy, Jill and others — and we were recipients of their love.  
 
Every night before bed, Macy would read Hattie a story. Monday night, after they finished 
reading, Hattie looked up at Macy as she often does after story time. Hattie would rather talk 
than sleep. She told her, “Mommy, I can see Jesus and he is wearing all white.” 
 
Hattie could see more clearly than the rest of us. Before we knew Jesus was going to hold her 
that night, she did. We do not believe the Lord took our girl from us. We believe he is holding 
our girl for us.  
 
And Hattie loves to be held 

 
 
One day we will also see Him face to face. And when all is said and done, I too want to be held by 
Jesus. But knowing my life, I will be like the prodigal in Luke 15 who had to confess, “I have sinned 
against heaven and in your sight and am no longer worthy to be called your son.” (v21).  
 
You might ask, why would you confess sins that He’s already removed?  Because standing in the 
brightness of His Shekinah Glory, I too must cry out “Woe is me, for I am undone!” like Isaiah cried 
when he saw the King, the LORD of hosts (Isaiah 6:5);  or like Job who cried out, “Behold, I am vile; 
What shall I answer You? I lay my hand over my mouth.  (5)  Once I have spoken, but I will not 
answer; Yes, twice, but I will proceed no further." Job 40:4-5 NKJV  

 

But Jesus will be like the father who, seeing his son coming home from afar, “had compassion, and 
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.” (v20). Then I will hear those unbelievable words: ‘…my son 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' (v24).”.   
 

Oh God help me to be the overcomer you called me to be!  Help me to be like that servant who was 
told, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'  (Matthew 25:21 NKJV) 

 


