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Genesis 41 

Among the details of daily living there often lies a big picture. Such is the life of Joseph. His day to 

day life had highs and lows. Triumphs and utter defeats. He had promises kept and promises broken. 

There were curses and there certainly were blessings. Except for the tremendous positions of 

authority and power, his life was “normal”.   

I say this because we too have our highs and lows, triumphs and defeats. We too have experienced 

the joy of promises kept and the sadness of promises broken. There have been times when we feel 

as though we were cursed with sickness and there have been times when we see God’s healing hand 

upon us.   

Often, we too do not see a bigger picture. The way of faith is not a roadmap that we follow but a 

Person who leads us. He rarely shows us the “big picture” (what kind of faith would we need for that!). 

Nevertheless, there is a big picture. In the OT, the “big picture” all pointed to the Holy One, the 

Anointed One, the Promised One. The whole of the New Covenant Scriptures is the unveiling of 

Jesus the Christ, who loved His creation enough to save it from itself. However, the “big picture” is the 

revelation of Jesus’s 2nd Coming where Israel and the World will be judged in God’s wrath to reveal 

the Truth of the Rejected Messiah and a pierced kinsman-redeemer. We are part of that Big Picture!  

We all have been called to it. Let me leave that thought for now and return to our calling later. 

For now, let’s look at Joseph’s life at a time where he has been in prison for over 2 years.  

Please remember that Joseph’s story is an historical record of the life of Joseph. It also shows how 

God orchestrated the move of Jacob’s sons to Egypt away from the Promised Land so that after 400 

years, the family of 70 or so would become a nation of millions who would be redeemed from 

bondage and set free to take full possession of the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

(Genesis 41:1)  Then it came to pass, at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh had a dream; and 

behold, he stood by the river. 

What did Joseph do during this time?  He diligently worked as a servant of the prison guard.  
Was he upset that the butler didn’t remember him?  We don’t know but I suspect he wasn’t.  
Trusting God results in contentment. Grumbling and complaining just aren’t good signs of faith 
and God was with Joseph.  
 
God is on the move. He caused Pharaoh to have bizarre and enigmatic dreams. 
 

(Genesis 41:2)  Suddenly there came up out of the river seven cows, fine looking and fat; and they 
fed in the meadow. (3)  Then behold, seven other cows came up after them out of the river, ugly and 
gaunt, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the river. (4)  And the ugly and gaunt cows ate up 
the seven fine looking and fat cows. So Pharaoh awoke. 
 

He awoke but he didn’t have a clue what the dream meant. So,  falls back to sleep. 
 
(Genesis 41:5)  He slept and dreamed a second time; and suddenly seven heads of grain came up 
on one stalk, plump and good. 
(6)  Then behold, seven thin heads, blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them. (7)  And the 
seven thin heads devoured the seven plump and full heads. So Pharaoh awoke, and indeed, it was 
a dream.   



2 | P a g e  
 

 
He understands that it wasn’t a vision but a dream. And, not just a weird dream, but an 
important one that didn’t leave his consciousness when he awoke.  
 

(Genesis 41:8)  Now it came to pass in the morning that his  
spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. And 
Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was no one who could interpret them for Pharaoh. 

 
Pharaoh couldn’t figure out what the dreams meant, and he was certainly troubled by them. 
 
These bunch of false prophets and men of great understanding are no match for God.  God 
kept their minds from understanding their significance because He had someone else in mind 
whose time had come. 

  

(Genesis 41:9)  Then the chief butler spoke to Pharaoh, saying: "I remember my faults this day. (10)  
When Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and put me in custody in the house of the captain of the 
guard, both me and the chief baker, (11)  we each had a dream in one night, he and I. Each of us 
dreamed according to the interpretation of his own dream. (12)  Now there was a young Hebrew man 
with us there, a servant of the captain of the guard. And we told him, and he interpreted our dreams 
for us; to each man he interpreted according to his own dream. (13)  And it came to pass, just as he 
interpreted for us, so it happened. He restored me to my office, and he hanged him." 
 

Pharaoh’s dreams triggered a memory for the butler. He tells Pharaoh about Joseph, the 
Hebrew, and his ability to interpret dreams. His interpretations were accurate, and their 
meanings came to pass.  

 
(Genesis 41:14)  Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him quickly out of the 
dungeon; and he shaved, changed his clothing, and came to Pharaoh. (15)  And Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, "I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you 
that you can understand a dream, to interpret it." (16)  So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, "It is 
not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace." 
 

Joseph is taken out of prison and cleaned up for his “interview” with Pharaoh.  
 
Joseph understands that it’s not his gift but God’s gift to give (and therefore, God is to be 
glorified and not Joseph). 

 
And remarkably, Joseph can state that the answer will be “of peace” because in his heart he 
knows that all things work for the good to those who love God and to those who are called 
according to His purpose. Joseph trusted God and like Potiphar and the Jailer, Pharaoh would 
be blessed for Joseph’s sake. 

 
It is amazing how quickly Jesus’ disciples forgot all that He said and did.  They forgot Who 
their master was and scattered at the first sign of trouble. 

(Genesis 41:17)  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph: “Behold, in my dream I stood on the bank of the river. 
(18)  Suddenly seven cows came up out of the river, fine looking and fat; and they fed in the meadow. 
(19)  Then behold, seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and gaunt, such 
ugliness as I have never seen in all the land of Egypt. (20)  And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up the 
first seven, the fat cows. (21)  When they had eaten them up, no one would have known that they had 
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eaten them, for they were just as ugly as at the beginning. So I awoke. (22)  Also I saw in my dream, 
and suddenly seven heads came up on one stalk, full and good. (23)  Then behold, seven heads, 
withered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, sprang up after them. (24)  And the thin heads devoured 
the seven good heads. So I told this to the magicians, but there was no one who could explain it to 
me.” 

 
Cows and wheat are the subject of the dreams. The magicians were clueless and could not 
interpret their meanings.  
 
But God! 
 

(Genesis 41:25)  Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has shown 
Pharaoh what He is about to do: (26)  The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good 
heads are seven years; the dreams are one. (27)  And the seven thin and ugly cows which came up 
after them are seven years, and the seven empty heads blighted by the east wind are seven years of 
famine. (28)  This is the thing which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh what He is 
about to do. (29)  Indeed seven years of great plenty will come throughout all the land of Egypt; (30)  
but after them seven years of famine will arise, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of 
Egypt; and the famine will deplete the land. (31)  So the plenty will not be known in the land because 
of the famine following, for it will be very severe. (32)  And the dream was repeated to Pharaoh 
twice because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. 
 

God tells Pharaoh what God is about to do.  Whether Pharaoh understood that Joseph was 
speaking about the One True God or just one of the many gods that the Egyptians worshipped 
is unknown, but I suspect the latter.  We know that only our God knows the future. God was 
pleased to reveal it to Joseph, His ever-faithful servant.  
 
Seven years of plentiful harvest followed by seven years of famine. The famine will be so bad, 
no one will remember the prior years of plenty, in other words, they will lose all hope of better 
years to come.  
 
And, by the way, all of this will take place very soon. 
 

(Genesis 41:33)  "Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the 
land of Egypt. (34)  Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, to collect one-fifth 
of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years. (35)  And let them gather all the food 
of those good years that are coming, and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh, and let them 
keep food in the cities. (36)  Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land for the seven years of 
famine which shall be in the land of Egypt, that the land may not perish during the famine." 
 

God continues to bless Joseph by giving him a good plan. Pharaoh will collect 20% of the 
produce of the land and store it up in the cities. It will be kept for the time of the famine.   

 
(Genesis 41:37)  So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of all his servants. 
(38)  And Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the 
Spirit of God?" (39)  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there 
is no one as discerning and wise as you. (40)  You shall be over my house, and all my people shall 
be ruled according to your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you." 
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Pharaoh loved the advice. He wants to find such a man in whom is the Spirit of God. 
Remember, Pharaoh thinks that Joseph’s God is one among many. So, it might just as well be 
translated, “in whom is the spirit of the gods”.  
 
But we understand that the Holy Spirit is with Joseph, imparting His gifts to this servant of the 
LORD.  And, God is moving upon Pharaoh to ensure that he makes a wise and prudent 
decision. 
 

(Genesis 41:41)  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt." (42)  
Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put it on Joseph's hand; and he clothed him in 
garments of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. (43)  And he had him ride in the second 
chariot which he had; and they cried out before him, "Bow the knee!" So he set him over all the land 
of Egypt. 
 

As with his prior masters, Joseph is given power and authority. But this time, it’s over all of 
Egypt!  Egyptians were even commanded to “bow the knee” to him as he passed by.  
 
Did Joseph have himself in mind when he advised Pharaoh to select a man to manage this 
entire undertaking?  I don’t think so. But, he certainly understood the risks associated with 
such a position!  He truly trusted God, and, he truly distrusted men (and their wives and their 
weak memories!). 
  

(Genesis 41:44)  Pharaoh also said to Joseph, "I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no man may 
lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt." (45)  And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-
Paaneah. And he gave him as a wife Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On. So Joseph 
went out over all the land of Egypt. 
 

Aaccording to the ancient Rabbis, Joseph’s Egyptian name signifies “one to whom hidden 
things are revealed”; or , “a revealer of secrets”.  The online Strong’s lexicon says it means   
"god speaks and he lives" which is also true because God spoke, and the people lived”. 
 
Joseph was also given an Egyptian wife, Asenath. Considering his current state, he could 
hardly refuse!  It was also wise of Pharaoh (that is, God) to provide him with a wife. Other 
women would surely keep their distance! 

 
(Genesis 41:46)  Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 
Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 
 

Thirteen years have passed since coming to Egypt as a slave. No man could rise to this level 
of leadership without the will and grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Joseph takes a diplomatic tour of the nation. With his royal clothing and Pharaoh’s signet ring 
on his hand, he is able to set up everything that is needed for the seven years of plenty so that 
the nation will be able to withstand the seven years of famine! 
 
Jesus too went out at 30 years old. While He did spend much of His time in Galilee,  He also 
traveled about the land of Israel. 
 

(Genesis 41:47)  Now in the seven plentiful years the ground brought forth abundantly. (48)  So he 
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gathered up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in 
the cities; he laid up in every city the food of the fields which surrounded them. (49)  Joseph gathered 
very much grain, as the sand of the sea, until he stopped counting, for it was immeasurable. 
 

God’s grace was poured out on Egypt for Joseph’s sake. The harvests were so huge that the 
grain they collected could no longer be counted.  
 

(Genesis 41:50)  And to Joseph were born two sons before the years of famine came, whom 
Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, bore to him. (51)  Joseph called the name of the 
firstborn Manasseh: "For God has made me forget all my toil and all my father's house." (52)  
And the name of the second he called Ephraim: "For God has caused me to be fruitful in the land 
of my affliction." 
 

Not that Joseph forgot, but the memories of what he experienced in Egypt and the memories 
of what happened with his brothers, did not weigh heavily on his mind.  God’s favor caused 
fruitfulness beyond his dreams and in one sense, he was too busy to focus on the past.  
 

(Genesis 41:53)  Then the seven years of plenty which were in the land of Egypt ended, (54)  and the 
seven years of famine began to come, as Joseph had said. The famine was in all lands, but in all the 
land of Egypt there was bread. 
 

The famine was not localized to Egypt. The surrounding lands also were hit hard.   But Egypt 
still had bread! 
 
Jesus too gave bread…His bread was from Heaven; This bread would cause hunger to cease;  
This bread was His body given to all as the Bread of Life! 
 

(Genesis 41:55)  So when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. 
Then Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, "Go to Joseph; whatever he says to you, do." (56)  The 
famine was over all the face of the earth, and Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the 
Egyptians. And the famine became severe in the land of Egypt. (57)  So all countries came to 
Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the famine was severe in all lands. 
 

The “face of the earth” can be, and should be, translated “face of the land” 
 

Pharaoh called out,  
Don't Cry For Me my Egyptians,  
The truth is I never left you 
All through my wild days 
My mad existence 
I kept my promise 
Please keep your distance,  but go see Joseph! 
 

Joseph opened all the storehouses. He sold back to the Egyptians and the surrounding countries the 

grain that they needed.   

Wait!  Joseph took the grain that was produced and freely given to the storehouses and sold it back?  

Some believe that Pharaoh bought the grain from the farmers and that Joseph was just selling it back 

for a reasonable price. But there’s no specific word that says “bought” in this chapter.  Regardless, 
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collecting and storing up such a massive amount of grain and then distributing it was certainly 

expensive for  Pharaoh.  Selling it was not a bad thing.  

NOW, BACK TO THE CALLING: 

Joseph was called. His calling did not come via the audible voice of God nor did it come from a 
visitation, dream or vision. His teenage dreams were not a calling per se, but a prophetic picture of 
the future. He wasn’t called in the sense of “Joseph go to Egypt and I will make you powerful as 
powerful as their king”. 
 
Joseph’s calling appears to be orchestrated by God through circumstances.   I’m not sure how much 
Joseph understood at first, but as we study his life, he certainly came to understand why he ended up 
in Egypt.  But for now, Joseph trusts in the LORD. He didn’t rely on his own understanding of things, 
but he surely acknowledged God in everything!  Joseph had a Proverbs 3:5-6 heart as well as a 
Romans 8:28 faith! 
 
However, Joseph the man, was as much of a sinner as us. I suspect that few of us would say that we 
have the faith of Joseph and that we have the trust he had in God that caused him to be able to rise-
up out of the pit of betrayal, hatred, deceit, and abandonment. (or maybe I’m just hoping for 
company).  
 
In whatever manner Joseph was called, we too have been called. Our calling is not just to do 
something for God, but to be something for God – His image-bearer.  God was with Joseph. Christ 
Jesus is in us!    
 
Our calling is from Christ Jesus. Our calling to salvation was laid out in eternity: 

a. There was a purpose  
b. Then there was foreknowledge  
c. Then Predestination 
d. Then came the calling 
e. Then the justification 
f. And finally,  there will be glorification! 

 
How were we called? 

a. Through His Grace 
b. In His grace 
c. In one hope 
d. Into one body 
e. With a holy calling 
f. By a noble name 
g. By glory and virtue  
h. Out of Darkness and into His Marvelous Light 

 
It’s more than salvation.  Our calling is to a Person and His will for our lives. What are those things to 
which we were called?   

a. To be saints, that is, morally blameless, righteous 
b. To be sanctified – set apart for holiness 
c. To be part of the fellowship of His Son 
d. To obedience 
e. To liberty 
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f. To Peace 
g. To walk worthy 
h. To be loving  
i. To bear one another’s burden 
j. To obtain glory 
k. To eternal life 
l. To fight the good fight 
m. To a promise of an eternal inheritance 
n. To Suffer, if need be 
o. To be preserved in Christ 

 
How will our calling be accomplished? 

a. FIRST and foremost, by the faith of Jesus Christ whose faith is rock solid.   
b. Then by faith in Jesus Christ which itself is a gift of God Who gives to each one a measure of 

faith;  But if we lose some faith, He is faithful for He cannot deny Himself!  
c. But also: 

i) by our obedient submission to the leading of the Holy Spirit 
ii) by our trusting God 
iii) by believing God and His Word (regardless of what you see or experience)  
iv) by growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ 
v) And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through Him. Colossians 3:17   
My prayer for you this morning is one of Paul’s: 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:12-13  (12)  And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to 
one another and to all, just as we do to you,  (13)  so that He may establish your hearts 
blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with 
all His saints. 

 

 


