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Genesis 44-45 

 

Last week ended with these verses: 

 

Genesis 44:14-17 NKJV  So Judah and his brothers came to Joseph's house, and he was still there; 
and they fell before him on the ground.  (15)  And Joseph said to them, "What deed is this you have 
done? Did you not know that such a man as I can certainly practice divination?"  (16)  Then Judah 
said, "What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves? God 
has found out the iniquity of your servants; here we are, my lord's slaves, both we and he also 
with whom the cup was found."  (17)  But he said, "Far be it from me that I should do so; the man in 
whose hand the cup was found, he shall be my slave. And as for you, go up in peace to your 
father." 

 

We witnessed the last test of the brothers. Joseph had put then through the fires of affliction and they 
fared very well. But one small thing remained. Would they abandon their brother Benjamin and return 
to their homeland?  
 
We will begin with that question. I will read the entire passage first. 
 
Genesis 44:18-34 NKJV  Then Judah came near to him and said: "O my lord, please let your servant 
speak a word in my lord's hearing, and do not let your anger burn against your servant; for you are 
even like Pharaoh.  (19)  My lord asked his servants, saying, 'Have you a father or a brother?'  (20)  
And we said to my lord, 'We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, who is young; his 
brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother's children, and his father loves him.'  (21)  Then you 
said to your servants, 'Bring him down to me, that I may set my eyes on him.'  (22)  And we said to 
my lord, 'The lad cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his father, his father would die.'  (23)  
But you said to your servants, 'Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall see my 
face no more.'  (24)  "So it was, when we went up to your servant my father, that we told him the 
words of my lord.  (25)  And our father said, 'Go back and buy us a little food.'  (26)  But we said, 'We 
cannot go down; if our youngest brother is with us, then we will go down; for we may not see the 
man's face unless our youngest brother is with us.'  (27)  Then your servant my father said to us, 'You 
know that my wife bore me two sons;  (28)  and the one went out from me, and I said, "Surely he is 
torn to pieces"; and I have not seen him since.  (29)  But if you take this one also from me, and 
calamity befalls him, you shall bring down my gray hair with sorrow to the grave.'  (30)  "Now 
therefore, when I come to your servant my father, and the lad is not with us, since his life is bound 
up in the lad's life,  (31)  it will happen, when he sees that the lad is not with us, that he will die. So 
your servants will bring down the gray hair of your servant our father with sorrow to the grave.  (32)  
For your servant became surety for the lad to my father, saying, 'If I do not bring him back to you, 
then I shall bear the blame before my father forever.'  (33)  Now therefore, please let your servant 
remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, and let the lad go up with his brothers.  (34)  
For how shall I go up to my father if the lad is not with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that 
would come upon my father?" 

 

Two comments: 
1. I re-read the passage in Genesis 37 about the brother’s dealing with Joseph.  They did sell him 

but they themselves dipped Joseph’s tunic in blood and sent it by messenger to their father 
with a simple statement: “we have found this. Do you know whether it is your son’s tunic or 
not?”.  Jacob was the one who assumed that Joseph was killed by a wild beast. The brothers, 
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of course, never contradicted him. 
2. Jacob’s life was closely knitted to Benjamin because he was the only son left of his beloved 

Rachel (or so he thougth). 
3. Judah convinces Joseph of they’re good intentions towards Benjamin, even to the point of 

being a substitute for his slavery. Judah is becoming a man of his word! 
 
(Genesis 45:1 NKJV)  Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him, and 
he cried out, "Make everyone go out from me!" So no one stood with him while Joseph made himself 
known to his brothers. (Genesis 45:2 NKJV)  And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the house of 
Pharaoh heard it. 

 
Joseph’s pent up emotions explode!  Even after the room is cleared of everyone but his 
brothers, his cries could be heard throughout his house and the house of Pharaoh! 
 

(Genesis 45:3 NKJV)  Then Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph; does my father still live?" But 
his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence. 
 

Joseph tells his brothers, in Hebrew, “I am Joseph”. This stuns them into silence. With 10 of 
the brothers culpable for trading him into slavery, there must have been a hundred different 
thoughts running around in their heads – unbelief, shock, “oh my God, have we heard him 
correctly?  Did this Egyptian just speak to us in Hebrew?  What in the world is 
happening????”, and, of course, “We’ve been made!  What will he do to us?” 
 
Poor Benjamin must have thought he was dreaming a very weird dream! 
 
Joseph inquires about his father even though he already knows he’s alive.  Perhaps it was to 
add to the shock by saying “does MY father still live?”   
 

(Genesis 45:4 NKJV)  And Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come near to me." So they came 
near. Then he said: "I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. (Genesis 45:5 NKJV)  But 
now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; for God 
sent me before you to preserve life. (Genesis 45:6 NKJV)  For these two years the famine has 
been in the land, and there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 
(Genesis 45:7 NKJV)  And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to 
save your lives by a great deliverance. (Genesis 45:8 NKJV)  So now it was not you who sent me 
here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 
 

Joseph understood all along the reason for his current situation.  In the most forgiving and 
gentle way he explains God’s purposes for his life: 
 

1. To preserve life 
2. To preserve generations to come from you in the earth 
3. To save your lives by a great deliverance from a terrible famine that surely would have 

killed them all were it not for God’s providence and grace.  
 
Joseph preempts the coming guilt and shame by telling them that this was God’s doing. God 
made him “father” (or chief) and lord of all Pharaoh’s house and a ruler throughout the land of 
Egypt for His purposes.   
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(Genesis 45:9 NKJV)  "Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph: 
"God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry. (Genesis 45:10 NKJV)  You 
shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your children, your 
children's children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you have. (Genesis 45:11 NKJV)  
There I will provide for you, lest you and your household, and all that you have, come to poverty; for 
there are still five years of famine." ' (Genesis 45:12 NKJV)  "And behold, your eyes and the eyes of 
my brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth that speaks to you. (Genesis 45:13 NKJV)  So you shall 
tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have seen; and you shall hurry and bring my 
father down here." 
 

I think Joseph loves the hearing in his own hears “my father”. It had always been “your father” 
when dealing with his brothers.  
 
And then tells them:  Go get my father about me and all of you will come and live in Goshen 
that is in the Nile delta considered to be great and fertile lands (well once the famine is over). 
“Come and I will provide for you all.  Tell my father for you and Benjamin are my witnesses that 
this is so.”  
 
And Hurry! 

 
(Genesis 45:14 NKJV)  Then he fell on his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on 
his neck. (Genesis 45:15 NKJV)  Moreover he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after 
that his brothers talked with him. 
 

They can see and feel their brother’s forgiveness and his love for them.  With this 
reconciliation, they could now talk with him. They may have told the details of their lives 
without Joseph and Joseph could tell them of how God was with him in everything! 
 

(Genesis 45:16 NKJV)  Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, "Joseph's brothers 
have come." So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants well. (Genesis 45:17 NKJV)  And Pharaoh said 
to Joseph, "Say to your brothers, 'Do this: Load your animals and depart; go to the land of Canaan.  
(Genesis 45:18 NKJV)  Bring your father and your households and come to me; I will give you the 
best of the land of Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the land. (Genesis 45:19 NKJV)  Now you are 
commanded—do this: Take carts out of the land of Egypt for your little ones and your wives; bring 
your father and come. (Genesis 45:20 NKJV)  Also do not be concerned about your goods, for the 
best of all the land of Egypt is yours.' " 
 

Pharaoh loved and trusted Joseph. He may or may not have known of their past, but that didn’t 
matter. He essentially is confirming with Joseph and his brothers what Joseph has told them 
regarding his offer to take care of them. The details are even better:  go get your father and 
families using our best carts and don’t worry about packing up too much…the best of all the 
land of Egypt is yours! 
 
WOW!!!  Such a deal! And with God behind it (actually causing it), how could they 
refuse…even if it meant leaving their homeland for a while… 
 

(Genesis 45:21 NKJV)  Then the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them carts, according to the 
command of Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for the journey. (Genesis 45:22 NKJV)  He gave 
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to all of them, to each man, changes of garments; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of 
silver and five changes of garments. (Genesis 45:23 NKJV)  And he sent to his father these things: 
ten donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread, 
and food for his father for the journey. (Genesis 45:24 NKJV)  So he sent his brothers away, and they 
departed; and he said to them, "See that you do not become troubled along the way." 
 

With Joseph’s generous provisions the brothers headed back to Canaan. I imagine this is 
happening so fast that the brothers don’t know what to make of it. Why is Joseph acting this 
way towards them?  Why, for that matter, has Joseph freely and without any strings attached, 
forgiven them?  Is there some other reason why he wants the entire family here in Egypt?  I 
can imagine that these types of questions were swirling around their minds.  
 
Perhaps that’s why Joseph said to them, “See that you do not become troubled along the 
way."  The Hebrew word for “troubled” is actually stronger – it means to tremble violently in 
fear or anger.  It is spoken, I believe, in loving concern that the events that have quickly 
transpired will lead to them NOT to question the reality of what they experienced:  
Forgiveness. 

  
(Genesis 45:25 NKJV)  Then they went up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob 
their father.  (Genesis 45:26 NKJV)  And they told him, saying, "Joseph is still alive, and he is 
governor over all the land of Egypt." And Jacob's heart stood still, because he did not believe them.  
(Genesis 45:27 NKJV)  But when they told him all the words which Joseph had said to them, and 
when he saw the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived. 
(Genesis 45:28 NKJV)  Then Israel said, "It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see 
him before I die." 
 

Remember, it was Jacob that believed Joseph was dead…the brothers didn’t confirm or deny 

the story behind the bloody tunic. Jacob couldn’t think or feel because he was stunned by their 

declaration…and knowing his boys, he just didn’t believe them!  But with the entire story being 

told (and I’m sure Benjamin added something as well), Jacob finally believes. His mourning 

turned into joy and now even he was willing to go.  

 

This is one of the greatest stories in the OT because it depicts the greatest story in the NT.  True and 

utter forgiveness, freely giving without any conditions, either before or after. There are no 

demands for them to beg for his forgiveness nor is there anything they must do to after the 

forgiveness is given.  For example,  

Me: I will forgive you if you admit that you were wrong and that you deeply hurt me. 

Then after the confession: 

Me:  Ok, I forgive you but you must never ever do anything like that again!  (we might not 

express it that way, but we might keep bringing the offense up in the future). 

The best example of this kind of forgiveness is in the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant. It’s too long 

to go thru this morning. It’s in Matthew 18:21-35.  The important point Jesus is making is, forgiveness 

is of the heart and if you are forgiven, then you should be willing to forgive others who have offended 

you to bring about reconciliation. 

Joseph is a living example of NT Scriptures: 
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1. Romans 12:20-21 NKJV  Therefore "IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM; IF HE IS 
THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP COALS OF FIRE 
ON HIS HEAD."  (21)  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

2. Romans 8:28 NKJV  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

Joseph, in this part of his story, is certainly a type of Christ.  For Christ-like forgiveness, there are 

some factors and heart attitudes (a.k.a. realities) that must be grasped. 

1. We are all God’s debtor’s because we have all sinned. Some don’t believe that they have 

really sinned all that much or by any severity.  If you can get passed the 1st commandment in 

the list of 10, then you have arrived and have no need for forgiveness!  For all the Law hangs 

on this commandment. All sinners are truly morally bankrupt! (a wretch like me). 

2. We cannot to anything to repay our debt. This is why moralism cannot work. External 
religion might be sending folks to hell because they believe that I they do good things they are 
repaying God. Even if you only sinned once, you could not repay God. Now, even if you never 
sinned at all, you could not repay God because sin isn’t just something you do, but who you 
are!  

a. 2 Corinthians 5:21 NKJV  (21)  For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

b. Jesus didn’t just take your sin and pin them to His body, no! He was “made sin” for us.  

3. There’s bad news, there is worse new and there is Good News. The bad is that we are 
sinners; the worse is that there’s nothing under the sun that we can do about getting out of our 
debt to God. And, of course, the Good News is Jesus paid the entire debt we owe to God 
(past, present and future).  This is the essence of the Gospel: the Son of God died in your 
place so that we can be true children of God, accepted in the Beloved and reconciled to God 
whom we certainly offended! 

 

This is why we are commanded to forgive. No one can offend us as much as we have offended God!   
It’s not “I will forgive you just so God will forgive me” (That’s a misinterpretation of Matthew 18:35). 
Our forgiveness is evidence that we have been forgiven of God. It shows God that you have 
internalize His forgiveness of you. Similarly, Pastor Ebb always said, “The evidence of a transformed 
life is a transformed life”.  

 

There are some other dimensions to forgiveness that are demonstrated by Joseph and certainly by 
Jesus: 

 

1. Forgiveness is free and gracious. Forgiveness flows from the grace of God. It is perfect, and 
perfectly complete!  

a. Joseph demanded nothing from his brothers; he didn’t demand that they acknowledge 
their offenses. He gave God the Glory for bringing to Egypt rather than blaming them for 
selling him into Egyptian slavery.  

i. Jesus’ forgiveness wasn’t given once we changed. It didn’t demand repentance. 
Repentance comes with a deeper understanding of our offenses against God 
and our relationship with Him. 

b. Joseph poured out his heart through his actions: 

i. He gave them everything they needed to go back to Canaan to get Jacob and 
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the rest of the family.  

ii. He gave his blood-brother even more; But that didn’t diminish what he did for the 
others. 

iii. This is “tangible” forgiveness that reflects what’s in his heart! 

iv. Did not Jesus do the same, and better? 

1. Did not God demonstrate his love towards His creation by sending His 
Son to be the once and for all sacrifice for the sins of mankind?   Isn’t He 
able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think? 
(Ephesians 3:20 NKJV). Isn’t He able to fulfill His exceedingly great and 
precious promises He has made to us through His Word? 

2. Did not Jesus reconcile us to God from whom we were separated by our 
sin-filled lives? 

2. When forgiveness is complete for the particular offense, it’s a done deal;  True forgiveness 
doesn’t keep accounts or hold grudges. True forgiveness doesn’t come back and declare “I 
forgave you for that and you did it again???”.   

a. There’s no taking back what Jesus has begun. He is patient and kind; He will discipline 
but will never forsake us or leave us! 

4. Forgiveness is a heart-changing experience. It will remove the burden of 

anger/hate/resentments/bitterness that you harbor in those dark places of the heart.  It will also 

speak volumes to the one who is forgiven.  

a. This whole story started with a sinister betrayal of the son of Jacob. It appears that they 

didn’t really consider Jacob at all in their plot to undo the dreams of Joseph. Did they 

not consider his deep love he had for his son?   

b. But throughout the story, we do not witness and revenge on Joseph’s part. Yes, he 

tested his brothers. But as we said, it was meant to reveal their hearts to him AND, thru 

the tests burn away the dross of hate, envy, resentments and anger in their lives.  

c. Joseph wept; his brothers wept. The years of isolation and grievous events with the 

Egyptians were swept away with a single cry, “I am Joseph, Your Brother”. 

d. For the brothers, living with the guilt and shame of what they did to Joseph and the 

impact on their father (and on Benjamin), was wiped away by Joseph’s forgiveness. 

Their hearts were free to live the kind of life that God wanted them to live.  

e. Perhaps this is behind Paul’s admonition to “walk worthy”. Two times (Ephesians 4:1; 1 
Thessalonians 2:12) it was a plea to walk worthy of the calling. But in Colossians 1:10 it 
was Paul’s prayer, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being 
fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all 
might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; giving 
thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in the light.” (Colossians 1:10-12 NKJV) 

We have often said that forgiveness is not for the offender, it’s for the one who was offended. That’s 

true. But in agape love, we forgive, not only to rid ourselves of the pain of the offense, but perhaps to 

demonstrate the love of God to the offender so that he/she might also receive forgiveness and 

reconciliation from God.  But, thus offered, let it go and let God deal with the offender.   

Although Psalm 130 refers to Israel, the principle is wide enough to include all of us: 

A Song of Ascents. Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD; Lord, hear my voice! Let 
Your ears be attentive To the voice of my supplications. If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, 
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O Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You, That You may be feared. I wait for 
the LORD, my soul waits, And in His word I do hope. My soul waits for the Lord More than 
those who watch for the morning— Yes, more than those who watch for the morning. O Israel, 
hope in the LORD; For with the LORD there is mercy, And with Him is abundant redemption. 
And He shall redeem Israel From all his iniquities.  (Psalms 130:1-8 NKJV) 

 

 


