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Genesis 47:11 – End 
 
When we last met, Jacob and the entire family had arrived in Goshen. The LORD reassured him that 
all the children of Israel would return to the Promised Land. He just didn’t tell him when…The only 
other thing he was told was that he would die in Egypt.   The last passage we read was about the 
interview Jacob had with Pharaoh.  
 
Today we will finish chapter 47 and start chapter 48.  
 
(Genesis 47:11)  And Joseph situated his father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in the 
land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. (12)  
Then Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his father’s household with bread, according to 
the number in their families. 

 
So, the family gets settled into Goshen (a.k.a., Rameses). And as promised, Joseph provided 
for them during the famine. This is important because the famine is still raging on… 
 

(Genesis 47:13)  Now there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very severe, so that the 
land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished because of the famine.   
 

Many believe that 5 years have gone by and they are in the 6th year.  The storyline switches 
back to Joseph and his dealings with the people who have been severely affected by the 
famine.  

 
(Genesis 47:14)  And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in 
the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought; and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's 
house. (15)  So when the money failed in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the 
Egyptians came to Joseph and said, "Give us bread, for why should we die in your presence? For the 
money has failed." (16)  Then Joseph said, "Give your livestock, and I will give you bread for your 
livestock, if the money is gone." (17)  So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave 
them bread in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the cattle of the herds, and for the donkeys. Thus 
he fed them with bread in exchange for all their livestock that year. 
 

During this year Joseph went to the various storehouses and brought the monies that were 
there from the sales of grain to Pharaoh’s house.  Unfortunately, the means of buying grain 
had dried up, that is, the money was gone. The people come to Joseph and ask, “should we 
die because we have no more money?”.   
 
Joseph then proposes to give them the grain in exchange for their livestock. On the surface 
this might sound rather mercenary, but it was advantageous for the people:  they would no 
longer have to try to feed themselves and their animals. With that in mind, they brought all their 
animals to Joseph. I suspect what Pharaoh and Joseph saw were animals who were “poor and 
very ugly and gaunt, such ugliness as [they] have never seen in all the land of Egypt (41:19). 
 

(Genesis 47:18)  When that year had ended, they came to him the next year and said to him, "We will 
not hide from my lord that our money is gone; my lord also has our herds of livestock. There is  
nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our lands. (19)  Why should we die before 
your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants 
of Pharaoh; give us seed, that we may live and not die, that the land may not be desolate." (20)  Then 
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Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for every man of the Egyptians sold his field, 
because the famine was severe upon them. So the land became Pharaoh's. (21)  And as for the 
people, he moved them into the cities, from one end of the borders of Egypt to the other end. 
 

The famine is coming to it’s seventh year and the people are still starving. The money and 
livestock are no longer. The only thing left is their land and themselves. This time, they make 
the offer to Joseph: “our land and ourselves as bondservants for grain”. Joseph readily agrees 
and all the land now is owned by Pharaoh.  Moving the people into the cities was an act of 
kindness. There they could get the food they needed for the land could no longer yield 
anything.  

 
(Genesis 47:22)  Only the land of the priests he did not buy; for the priests had rations allotted to 
them by Pharaoh, and they ate their rations which Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell 
their lands. 

 
The religious order of many cultures was privileged. They were thought to be direct conduits to 
whatever gods they served, therefore Pharaoh gave them their own lands and food.  
 

(Genesis 47:23)  Then Joseph said to the people, "Indeed I have bought you and your land this day 
for Pharaoh. Look, here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. (24)  And it shall come to pass in 
the harvest that you shall give one-fifth to Pharaoh. Four-fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field 
and for your food, for those of your households and as food for your little ones." (25)  So they said, 
"You have saved our lives; let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's servants."  
(26)  And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh should have one-fifth, 
except for the land of the priests only, which did not become Pharaoh's. 
 

Even though the people were moved into the cities, there would come a day when the famine 
would cease, and the lands would once again become fertile. Joseph would them give them 
seed to grow. The only stipulation would be that 20% of crops would be given to Pharaoh. 
(and, of course, the priests were excluded). This tax became the law of the land. Moses writes 
that it was still in effect during his time.  
 
Many criticize Joseph for his response to the famine. But he is not that kind of man. All that 
Joseph did was to help save his countrymen and his family. Many feel that the 20% tax was 
excessive but they don’t consider the 80% that was theirs.  
 

The next scene once again deals with Jacob (or Israel).   
 
(Genesis 47:27)  So Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had 
possessions there and grew and multiplied exceedingly.  
 

During the famine they gained wealth and had many offspring. This started the building of a 
great nation, brought about by the grace and power of God, the promise keeper!  By a 
reconciled relationship with Joseph came grace; The children of Israel lack no good thing. This 
too is a picture of the gracious dealings of our Savior with us his brothers and sisters.   
 
Some might think this was unfair of Joseph to be this generous with his family. But, Joseph, 
being #2 in the land, can do this because it is within his authority to do so and it pleases him to 
support his blood family.  How could one not trust a man such as Joseph? How much more 
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should we trust Jesus who bestows such exceedingly great and precious promises and who 
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. 
 

(Genesis 47:28)  And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the length of Jacob's life 
was one hundred and forty-seven years. (29)  When the time drew near that Israel must die, he 
called his son Joseph and said to him, "Now if I have found favor in your sight, please put your hand 
under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me. Please do not bury me in Egypt,  (30)  but let 
me lie with my fathers; you shall carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burial place." And 
he said, "I will do as you have said."  (31)  Then he said, "Swear to me." And he swore to him. 
So Israel bowed himself on the head of the bed. 
 

Jacob came into Egypt at the age of 130. He’s now 147. His days, like ours, are in the 
merciful hands of God. His time on earth was ordained by God therefore when it says, “Israel 
must die”, it’s not a judgment, but a fact of life.  
 
His last request was to Joseph for it was in Joseph’s power to satisfy the request. Jacob simply 
asks that Joseph carry his body back to Canaan to be buried with his fathers.  Joseph agrees 
and Jacob has him swear to it – not because he distrusted Joseph, but to impress upon him 
the importance of his request.  

 
In the past, burial was the norm. Jacob was also making a “statement”. He knew that he would 
die in Egypt. But it was important to be buried in the land that was promised to him, his father, 
and his grandfather by the LORD God Almighty.  At least his bones would be in the Promised 
Land.   
 
Upon the declaration of the oath, Jacob laid himself down on his bed to rest.  
 

Even though the “time drew near that Israel must die”, there were things he needed to do.  And, he 
does them in chapters 48 and 49.  
 
First things first:  Jacob will bless the 2 sons of Joseph: 
 
(Genesis 48:1)  Now it came to pass after these things that Joseph was told, "Indeed your father is 
sick"; and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.  (2)  And Jacob was told, "Look, 
your son Joseph is coming to you"; and Israel strengthened himself and sat up on the bed. 

 
Jacob loved Joseph the first born son of his beloved Rachel. This love reinvigorated him as no 
amount of caffeine can do! 
 

(Genesis 48:3)  Then Jacob said to Joseph: “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of 
Canaan and blessed me, (4)  and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I 
will make of you a multitude of people, and give this land to your descendants after you as an 
everlasting possession.’  
 

Jacob wants to impart some family history to Joseph. It starts with God for He is the One who 
promised him a nation and a land.  
 

(Genesis 48:5)  And now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you in the land 
of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. (6)  
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Your offspring whom you beget after them shall be yours; they will be called by the name of their 
brothers in their inheritance.   
 

Jacob then does a remarkable thing:  He declares his grandsons Manasseh and Ephraim will 
be his sons, just as Reuben and Simeon.   They will not be considered grandchildren!  
 
Any child born after these two would be considered Joseph’s and therefore be part of the 
inheritance of Ephraim and Manasseh. 
 
Note that Jacob says Ephraim and Manasseh, and not Manasseh and Ephraim as the normal 
birth order would dictate.  
 

(Genesis 48:7)  But as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died beside me in the land of 
Canaan on the way, when there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath; and I buried her there on 
the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” 

 
Jacob finishes his family history by recalling his true love, Rachel. We don’t know why he 
spoke of Rachel. There’s a lot of speculation. But like all other mysteries in the Bible, the Holy 
Spirit didn’t intend to give us the reason.  It could have been as simple as an old man, who is 
about to die, honoring his wife.  Many believe that she was not buried in the family cave 
because there just wasn’t enough time to prepare the body during the trek down to Hebron.  
 

(Genesis 48:8)  Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said, “Who are these?” (9)  Joseph said to his 
father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me in this place.” And he said, “Please bring them to 
me, and I will bless them.” 
 

The blessings of a father are very important in the middle east culture. It’s so much more than 
a “have a happy life and stay out of trouble”.  It can set up an inheritance and as we have 
seen, there were often prophetic utterances. Blessings are like “last will and testaments”. 
Before Moses compiled all of the oral histories and genealogies, the will of a dying person was 
sacrosanct and treated with the utmost care and reverence in its execution.  
  

(Genesis 48:10)  Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. Then Joseph 
brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced them. (11)  And Israel said to Joseph, “I 
had not thought to see your face; but in fact, God has also shown me your offspring!” 

 
I love the affection these men had for each other. Jacob recognizes the utter blessing of not 
only seeing Joseph again but his grandsons as well! 
 

(Genesis 48:12)  So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face to 
the earth. (13)  And Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and 
Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near him. 
 

Manasseh was the first born; Joseph aligns them so that Manasseh (at Jacob’s right hand) 
would receive the blessing of the first born. 

 
(Genesis 48:14)  Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the 
younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands knowingly, for Manasseh was 
the firstborn. 
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Here’s the Holy Spirit in action. Ephraim would be receive the blessing of the first-born of 
Joseph;  We won’t understand all of this until the next chapter. 
 

(Genesis 48:15)  And he blessed Joseph, and said: "God, before whom my fathers Abraham and 
Isaac walked, The God who has fed me all my life long to this day, (16)  The Angel who has 
redeemed me from all evil, Bless the lads; Let my name be named upon them, And the name of my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac; And let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth." 
 

Joseph was the object of his blessing. But it passed directly to his sons.  
 
Jacob calls on the Name of the God of his fathers Abraham and Isaac. He acknowledges that 
it was God who sustained him his entire life, even up to now in Egypt. He acknowledges the 
Angel who redeemed Him from the evils that accompanied his life (from death threats of Esau; 
from Laban who extorted him out of 20 years of labor; and even from Shechem who brought 
misery on his family). 
 
The “Angel” cannot be a created being because they cannot bless or redeem. Therefore, it 
certainly was the Angel of the LORD with whom he wrestled so many years before, who 
protected him and provided for him and his family.   Redemption is spoken of here but how did 
the LORD redeem him?  Jacob understood, perhaps not the details, but with a deep certainly 
that the Angel of the LORD had done so, buying him back from all the evils in his life.  Of this 
Angel of the LORD it was written that He was the Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the 
world! 

 

YES!  The Blood of the Lamb paid the price. This is the first time in the Scriptures that the word 
“redeem” is used. It’s an amazing prophetic utterance that the same LORD who redeemed 
Jacob the man, will again deliver the nation that God is building from his seed. And the same 
Seed that would come to save the world will come from this nation as well.  

 
(Genesis 48:17)  Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it 
displeased him; so he took hold of his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's 
head. (18)  And Joseph said to his father, "Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn; put your right 
hand on his head."  
 

Joseph thinking that his father made a mistake because of his failing eyesight, tries to rectify 
the situation.  
 

(Genesis 48:19)  But his father refused and said, "I know, my son, I know. He also shall become a 
people, and he also shall be great; but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his 
descendants shall become a multitude of nations."  (20)  So he blessed them that day, saying, "By 
you Israel will bless, saying, 'May God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh!' " And thus he set 
Ephraim before Manasseh. 
 

This can only be the work of the Spirit and Jacob knows it! 
It was Ephraim the younger who was set before Manasseh. This appears to be the way of 
God:  Isaac set before Ishmael; Jacob set before Esau; And now Joseph’s youngest above the 
oldest. The right hand of God was a symbol of His strength greatness. 
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(Genesis 48:21)  Then Israel said to Joseph, "Behold, I am dying, but God will be with you and bring 
you back to the land of your fathers. (22)  Moreover I have given to you one portion above your 
brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amorite with my sword and my bow." 
 

Jacob blesses Joseph as God had blessed him: God was with Joseph from the beginning and 
He will be with him until the end! 
 
Essentially, the double portion would be for Joseph but bestowed on his 2 sons. Each would 
receive a portion of the inheritance given to the sons of Israel.  

 
We have read a lot about Joseph and about how he provided for the people of Egypt and how he 
provided for his family. The people were taxed but Joseph freely gave all that his family needed, so 
much so that they had many possessions and grew in numbers.  We will see something similar when 
we get further into the book of Exodus as God continues to shelter the children of Israel.   I will return 
to Joseph, the lesser Jesus, in due time.  

 
We also spent some time with Jacob during his last days on earth. If we met Jacob when he was a 
young man and then didn’t see him again for, let’s say, 100 years, we certainly have to say, “there’s 
something different about you, Jake; you’re just not the man I knew…”. 

Yes, Jacob has changed, from a conniving and deceitful man into a quiet man of faith. We see this in 

his humbleness towards a pagan king. We see this in his leaving the land of promise knowing that he 

and his descendants would return. We see him as a loving grandfather to Joseph’s sons. We see him 

sensitive to the Holy Spirit in the way he blessed Ephraim and Manasseh.  

Remember in verse 15 Jacob said, “The God who has fed me all my life long to this day”?  The 

Hebrew word translated “fed” means “shepherded”. Jacob, the gifted shepherd, recognized who his 

true Shepherd was! 

Someone more judgmental might say, “Gee Jacob, it took you 147 years to change? … what’s up 

with that;  think of how better your life would have been…”.  Or, “Jacob, I just can’t believe you 

fathered a man like Joseph! … how did he turn out so well?”.  Jacob might simply respond, 

concerning Joseph, “The LORD was with him”.  Then he would respond, concerning his own life, “The 

LORD was with me always, but I was too blind to see”.  

So, is it the amount of time it takes or the quality of the change?  Jacob gives us hope; hope in God 

who will arrange the circumstances of our lives (good or bad), to have us re-shaped from a “child of 

Adam” to a “child of God”.  All His thoughts toward us are for our good. Sometimes He removes the 

evil that is buffeting us; sometimes He has us walk through it with Him. Let’s trust Him since He gives 

to ALL life, breath and all things.  

If we live in our regrets, we are saying that the LORD was not with us. But everything we did before 

we came to the Cross was needed to get us to the cross. We cannot say, “God is in control” when 

speaking of world events, but then say, “God is not in control of my life”.  Even the things that 

happened to us, evil things, God used for our good - especially the grace He lavished on us so that 

we could come to our greatest Good: Jesus.   Is it not written: 

Psalms 84:11-12 NKJV  For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD will give grace and glory; 
No good thing will He withhold From those who walk uprightly.  (12)  O LORD of hosts, Blessed is the 
man who trusts in You! 


