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Genesis 6:9 – 7:24 
 
Last week was sermon-interruptice because of the lack of time.  Here’s a summary of what we 
learned: 
 

1. The whole earth was full of people who were evil through and through 
2. God made the decision to destroy all life that had breath in it, animals, birds and man; the 

destruction would come in the form of a world-wide flood. 
3. There was one man, Noah, who finding grace in the eyes of God, was going to be spared.  His 

salvation was accomplished by an Ark designed by God but built by himself. It was to contain 
animals and Noah’s family, 8 in all. 

4. Noah’s three sons and their wives would be responsible for repopulating the earth 
5. The ark was a “box”. There was much symbolism here. The word for the pitch/tar that covered 

it inside means “covering” and its root word means “atonement”.  It is also used to describe a 
ransom or redemption price.  

6. Rain (God takes responsibility) 
a. Genesis 2:5 NKJV  …  For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and 

there was no man to till the ground;  (6)  but a mist went up from the earth and watered 
the whole face of the ground. 

 

  
(Genesis 6:18 NKJV)  But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark—you, 
your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you. 

 
Before,  there was a covenant made with Adam regarding the Tree of Knowledge and a 
subsequent covenant with Adam and Eve after the Fall regarding its consequences and 
promises. However, this is the first use of the word “covenant” in the Bible.  We know that it is 
an agreement between two parties and can be unconditional (I will do this regardless of what 
you do) or conditional (I will do this if you do that).  We will have to wait a bit longer to see it 
spelled out to Noah.  
 

(Genesis 6:19 NKJV)  And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the 
ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female.  (20)  Of the birds after their kind, of 
animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will 
come to you to keep them alive. (21)  And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you 
shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and for them." 
 

God was asking a lot out of this man. Build a boat and fill it with all “kinds” of land animals, 
birds and those things called “creeping things” (reptiles etc.).   Oy Vey, how am I going to do 
that?  And I haveta feed them too!?!   
 
BTW: The ark was large enough to take all the required kinds of animals. These were the 
same “kinds” that God created on Day 5 and 6.  Large animals (including dinosaur “kinds”) 
were taken while they were still young (logical assumption). 
 

(Genesis 6:22 NKJV)  Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did. 
 

Using some imagination and logic, all the people who lived around Noah had to have ridiculed 
him.  Noah preached righteousness which would have cause the corrupt peoples to mock him 
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viscously.  Noah was building something huge, something never seen before.  
 

“Hey Noah, whatcha doing?  What is that monstrosity you’re building?  It’s for a what?  
A flood?  What’s a flood and where does it come from?  What’s that you say, all of us 
are going to be wiped off the face of the earth?   So mister-high-and-mighty why not 
save us in that thing!   What! !!! You’re gonna save a bunch of stupid animals and not 
us?  What did we ever do to you?   This is even more insane than your constant harping 
on our wickedness – hey Noah, dontcha know that  God made us this way!” 

 

Like so many men and women of faith who came after the flood, Noah obeyed God regardless 
of the circumstances.   

 

(Genesis 7:1 NKJV)  Then the LORD said to Noah, “Come into the ark, you and all your household, 
because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation. 

 
After 120 years of hard work the ark is complete.  God tells Noah to come into the ark with his 
family.   The LORD notes Noah’s righteousness – this isn’t the reason he is being saved…the 
LORD is expressing His pleasure at Noah’s faithful service;  Noah’s faith was trusting that 
there would come a flood, that he and his family would be saved by this humongous boat built 
on dry land and under much duress. Like Abram,   Noah never questioned God; he simply took 
the first step in a journey, a journey that began with God saying “trust me and do this”! 
 
By the way, the verse says, “come into the ark” and not “go into the ark”;  some have said that 
this shows that the LORD was in the ark inviting the family in and that He was with them the 
entire time. I can accept that the LORD invited them in but that He physically stayed with them 
isn’t so obvious. Besides the LORD was the one who shut them in from the outside. 

 
More on this when we get to verse 16. 
 

(Genesis 7:2 NKJV)  You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his 
female; two each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female;  (Genesis 7:3 NKJV)  also 
seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth. 
 

The idea of “clean vs unclean” is introduced.  Clean animals were those who were kept for the 
sacrifices once they came on dry land.’ 
 
While it was codified in the Law, it started here.  

 
(Genesis 7:4 NKJV)  For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty 
nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made." 
 

The flood of judgement and wrath would begin seven days after the Ark was loaded.   
 
“Noah, head into the boat and wait there for seven more days”.  
And Noah looked towards heaven and cried out: “Oy Vey!” 

 
The LORD responded, “Grace”.  Were these seven days granted as a final time of 
repentance?  Would the wicked turn and cry out for forgiveness?  Will this be repeated 
sometime in the future as 7 years of judgment and the wrath of God that are poured out upon a 
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corrupt and violent world as in the days of Noah? 
 
(Genesis 7:5 NKJV)  And Noah did according to all that the LORD commanded him. 

 
Again, the remarkable statement of Noah’s obedience. That it was repeated brings our 
attention to it.  Noah was a sinner like us and like us. We  undeservedly received grace before 
the flood of sin overwhelmed us!  Noah’s obedience came after grace was extended.  
 

 
 
(Genesis 7:6 NKJV)  Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth. (7)  So 
Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the 
flood.  (8)  Of clean animals, of animals that are unclean, of birds, and of everything that creeps on 
the earth,  (9)  two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female, as God had commanded 
Noah. 
 

Noah was passed his prime by the time the boat was ready. He was eligible for Social Security 
and Medicare. The Ark was his “advantage plan” and clean animals were his deductible. 
 

(Genesis 7:10 NKJV)  And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the 
earth. 

 
As promised, the waiting is over and the flood begins!   
 

(Genesis 7:11 NKJV)  In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and 
the windows of heaven were opened. (12)  And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights. 
 

Why the specific day?  I don’t know but in the Biblical calendar, this is the feast of firstfruits.  
Noah and his family would be a kind of firstfruits after the floodwaters receded and they could 
exit the ark.  Exiting the ark was as if they rose from the grave for all life on earth was 
destroyed…also as promised!1 
  
Fountains of the DEEP:  this refers to great chasms of water under the earth at the bottom of 
the oceans.  
 

Job 38:16 NKJV  “Have you entered the springs of the sea? Or have you walked in 
search of the depths? 

 
Windows of Heaven opened:  We talked about the layer of water vapor surrounding the 
entire planet from Genesis 1:6-7.  
 
To cover the entire planet, would take the fountains of the deep pushing water up and the 
vapor in the atmosphere to pouring down.   
 
Creationists believe that this caused the movement of the tectonic plates and therefore 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions took place before they were completely covered.  
 
This was not a joy ride!  The Ark didn’t just float merrily along. It must have been terrifying for 
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all who were aboard the Ark.  
 
Forty days and forty nights: The number 40 becomes associated with testing and 
purification, especially before coming into something new and significant. This is seen in 
Moses’ time on Mount Sinai (Exo_24:18, Deu_9:25), the spies’ trip to Canaan (Num_13:25), 
Israel’s time in the wilderness (Num_14:33; Num_32:13), Elijah’s miraculous journey to Sinai 
(1Ki_19:8), and Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness (Mar_1:13). 
 
Noah knew God’s promise:  Genesis 6:18 NKJV  “But I will establish My covenant with you; 
and you shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.”. 

 

Noah knew that the going in would be followed by a going out.   

 
(Genesis 7:13 NKJV)  On the very same day Noah and Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and 
Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark—(14)  they and every beast 
after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and 
every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort. (15)  And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, 
of all flesh in which is the breath of life. 
 

Once again, repetition!    I will explain this when we get to chapter 8.  There is a structure to 
this that can’t be seen until all of it is given. 
 
Mankind went in first then the animals over which Noah and all his descendants would have 
responsibility and dominion. 
 

(Genesis 7:16 NKJV)  So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had 
commanded him; and the LORD shut him in. 
 

The LORD stood outside and shut the door. There’s much symbolism here!   As the LORD 
promised, He would not strive with man forever!  There is a line that cannot be crossed. All 
creation, including us, must understand this.  The door will close for a season.  
 
But this is also a picture of God’s protection as well.  We, like Noah and his family, will be shut 
in the Ark – the Ark named Jesus.  
 
John 10:9 NKJV  I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and 
out and find pasture.   

 

Noah too would go in and come out. We too are free to go into and out of our pasture 
lands. We do not enter for the slaughter…we are saved from it.  As we will see, Noah 
came out to find good land.  

 

Revelation 3:20 NKJV  Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 

 

Jesus calls by knocking on the doorposts of our hearts. Not to just the elect, but to 
anyone!  By grace through faith we hear and respond to His voice by opening the door 
of our lives – to let Jesus in.  Dining with Jesus is an expression of intimacy for in that 



Page | 5 
 

culture and still today, meals are a relaxed and a time of fellowship after the day’s work 
is done.  It’s a picture of abiding in Him, talking with Him, sitting across the table from 
Him – face to Face. 

 

Flood: spoken of in the NT 

 

Matthew 24:37-42 NKJV  But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of 
Man be.  (38)  For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  (39)  and did not know until the 
flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.   

 

See 2 Peter 2:4-5  as well as Isaiah 54:9 and Ezekiel 14:14-16 

 
(Genesis 7:17 NKJV)  Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up 
the ark, and it rose high above the earth.  (18)  The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the 
earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters.  (19)  And the waters prevailed 
exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. (20)  The 
waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. 

 
I cannot imagine that this was a joy ride. The earthquakes and volcanic eruptions that occurred 
as the land under the oceans broke up and water poured up as the rain from the waters above 
poured down.  All on board were probably unbelievably scared. Fear had to come upon all the 
animals as well.  But, we are not told this so we can’t take our imaginations too far.   
 
It must have been an unbelievable amount of water. For example, Mt. Ararat is about 17000 
feet high. It was covered with all the other mountains around the world! 
 

(Genesis 7:21 NKJV)  And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. (22)  All in whose nostrils was the 
breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died. (23)  So He destroyed all living things 
which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They 
were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive. 
 

Every man except for Noah and his family and one other died. Who was that?   Enoch who 
walked with God all his days and God took him straightway to Heaven.  Enoch did not have to 
experience the flood.  
 
Many use Enoch as a picture of the rapture taking place before the judgment and wrath of God 
is poured out in the 7-year Tribulation.  Some believe that it is also a picture of the rapture, but 
the timing is before the “bowls of wrath are poured out”.   Calvary Chapel churches are pre-trib 
churches.  
 
The arguments are not worth the damage that can be caused by proponents on either side. 
The point for the church is to always be ready!  Be strong in the power of the Holy Spirit 
for our flesh will not see us through! 
 

(Genesis 7:22 NKJV)  All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry 
land, died. (23)  So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and 
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cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those 
who were with him in the ark remained alive. 

 
The waters of the earth killed every living soul on the earth; This is the largest mass grave in 
recorded history up to this point!   
 

(Genesis 7:24 NKJV)  And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days. 
 

40 days and nights the floodwaters came and did not stop until the 41st day.  Then, it took 150 
more days for the waters to recede.  
 
What happens next is an aftermath and a covenant whose unconditional character has 
been seen in the sky after a rainstorm. 
 
 

What do we take away from this?   
1. That we will be raptured before God’s wrath is poured out like a flood upon the earth is a good 

interpretation of the pictures, types and Scriptures used thus far.  But the pre-tribulation 
doctrine is not an excuse for waiting things out without the “good works” that the LORD has 
entrusted us to do.  No, the parable of the 10 virgins and the talents clearly teach that we are 
to be about our Master’s business until He comes looking for His “good and faithful” Bride.  I 
must always remind us that the “good works” we do are not pre-payment for the reward of 
eternal life. They are an expression of gratitude for what’s already been given. It is still a matter 
of relationship and not religion.  

2. Noah’s salvation was just like ours: 
a. We too had to walked in thru a door at the invitation of our Savior 
b. We too could walk thru that door by the grace shown to us;   
c. We too have taken shelter in our Ark:  Jesus. 
d. We too have been redeemed, not by the blood of millions of unclean animals but by the 

precious blood of Messiah.   
e. We too are asked to respond to the grace given to us and continues to be poured out 

every day.  We respond in obedient submission to the Spirit of Christ in us who speaks 
and listens; He empowers and guides; and we too will do it all for the Glory of the 
Father, in the Son and by the Holy Spirit. 
 

The flood cleansed the earth of its wickedness, filth and violence. For 120 years Noah had to endure 
seeing this played out by the people who lived around him.  We too are witnesses to the anti-God 
attitudes that is also expressed in wickedness, filth and violence.  Noah was a patient man who went 
about his days building an ark at the command of God;  We too need to listen to the Spirit of God 
within us and do as He says. We can do this with joy or resentment or, actually, not at all. Am I 
making this a salvation issue?  No and yes. If you have confessed with your mouth the Lord Jesus 
and believe in your heart that He was raised from the dead, you are saved!  Have you called on the 
name of the LORD?  You are saved.  Paul, speaking of Jesus said, 
 

(2 Timothy 1:9 NKJV)  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before time began, 

 

Titus 3:4-7 NKJV  But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man 
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appeared,  (5)  not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,  (6)  whom 
He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  (7)  that having been 
justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

It is only a salvation issue if you’re playing at being a Christian – doing stuff here and there but never 
having a relationship with Him.  He and only He is your savior.  He and only He will invite you into the 
true Ark of salvation where you can abide forever and ever, AMEN! 
 
  


