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Genesis 8 

 

(Genesis 7:6 NKJV)  Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth. 

 

(Genesis 7:4 NKJV)  For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days 
and forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made." 

 

(Genesis 7:10 NKJV)  And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were 
on the earth. 

 

(Genesis 7:17A NKJV)  Now the flood was on the earth forty days.   

 

(Genesis 7:24 NKJV)  And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days. 

 

At this point, we see the passing of  

7 days waiting for the flood (7:4) 

 7 more days waiting for the flood (7:10) 

  40 days of rain (7:17a) 

    150 days of rising water (7:24) 

This sequence of numbers will appear again in reverse order.  They are wrapped around a key 
verse which we will read in a moment.  

 

We also read that God kept His promise: 

 

Genesis 7:21-23 NKJV  And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts 
and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man.  (22)  All in whose nostrils 
was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died.  (23)  So He destroyed all 
living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird 
of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the 
ark remained alive. 

 

The entire earth was cleansed of the filth and wickedness that prevailed upon it. The evil was more 
than He could bear and the line that was crossed was when the sons of God mated with the 
daughters of men and corrupted the gene pool that was purely human.  

 

Chapter 8 will describe how the Flood subsided and the announcement of the next covenant 
God will make with all mankind and with every living, breathing animal that He created.   This 
covenant was a shadow of the New Covenant: a unconditional covenant that also came with 
promises and was established by Blood. 

  

(Genesis 8:1 NKJV)  Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals 
that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters 
subsided. 
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God never forgot Noah. This is just a way of saying that for all the time Noah was in the Ark, 
God was watching over all those who were in the Ark. God never left them nor did He forsake 
them.  It wasn’t the Ark that saved them!  It was the Grace of God that saved them. Grace was 
needed, even required because, while God used the flood to cleanse the earth, the issue 
wasn’t completely dealt with. The issue lay in the hearts of those who were on the boat.   A 
problem of this magnitude had to be dealt with an equally great solution. Noah and his family 
saw first-hand that there is but one God who is omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent. He is 
pure white light of holiness; He is the God who will not be mocked for His justice is severe.   
 

(Hebrews 10:31 NKJV)  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

 
And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. 

 
(Genesis 1:2 NKJV)  The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

(the same word for wind and Spirit is used: Ruach).  

 

Before the waters were stirred, some would say “energized”, …now they were starting 
to decrease:  The Hebrew word for “subside” means “appeased”, that is His judgment 
was satisfied.  
 

The Psalmist attributes this, like all else, to God!   

 

Psalms 104:6-9 NKJV  You covered it with the deep as with a garment; The waters 
stood above the mountains.  (7)  At Your rebuke they fled; At the voice of Your thunder 
they hastened away.  (8)  They went up over the mountains; They went down into the 
valleys, To the place which You founded for them.  (9)  You have set a boundary that 
they may not pass over, That they may not return to cover the earth. 

 
Even if everything we see can be explained by natural causes, that certainly does not 
preclude God’s Hand it in. He created the natural world and it obeys His Voice (so to 
speak).  
 

But we cannot ignore the cost:  a redemption price was paid;  Estimates in the billions have 
been given for the lives that were killed. But that blood was not sufficient to remove the sin 
from the 8 people who were saved. They and every person who were born from that point on 
needed the precious blood of the Promised Seed.   It was their faith, built on the Gracious 
Promise of God that would save them.  

 
(Genesis 8:2 NKJV)  The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and 
the rain from heaven was restrained. 
(3)  And the waters receded continually from the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the 
waters decreased. (4)  Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the 
month, on the mountains of Ararat. 

 
As far as I can tell, these dates are not tied to any future event or feast. They appear to be 
added by Moses when, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, edited the genealogies into the 
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scroll of Genesis.  
 
The water wasn’t gone completely, but it was enough to have the heavy ark rest upon the 
mountain. This is important because in the next verse the tops of the mountains are first seen.  
 

(Genesis 8:5 NKJV)  And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month, 
on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.  (6)  So it came to pass, at the 
end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made. 

 
There was another forty days before Noah opened a window of the Ark to see what was going 
on.  
 

(Genesis 8:7 NKJV)  Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had dried 
up from the earth. 
 

Noah tested the conditions of the ground, first with a raven who flew continually back and forth 
from the ark until the waters receded.  But the raven is a flesh-eating bird who could survive on 
the carcasses floating on the waters.   Noah wasn’t interested in dead things, but a sign of life.   
 
So… 
  

(Genesis 8:8 NKJV)  He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the waters had receded from 
the face of the ground.  (9)  But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she 
returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his 
hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to himself. 
 

This is a beautiful picture written in poetic language. The dove was “sent out from himself” –
as if it was a pet and was special to Noah.  When it returned, Noah reached out for her and 
brought her into himself.   The dove was vulnerable, precious in the eyes of Noah.  Do you see 
yourself in this picture?  We are that dove and Jesus will always draw us back into His arms 
whether we are sent out for a season or even if we walk away…..for we are even more 
precious in His eyes than a dove.   
 

(Genesis 8:10 NKJV)  And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from 
the ark. 

 
Noah is, if nothing else, a patient man!  He sends the dove out again. 
 

(Genesis 8:11 NKJV)  Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive 
leaf was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth. 
 

Where in the world did the dove find an olive leaf?  Wasn’t all vegetation buried under the 
floodwaters?  Tradition has it that the olive tree can sprout leaves even under water.  Perhaps. 
But I believe that God never stopped working.   The sun was out…The earth was becoming 
dry land. Things began to grow again.  God was regenerating that which was dead!   

 
 
(Genesis 8:12 NKJV)  So he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not 
return again to him anymore. 
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The dove, which will not settle unless it finds a clean and dry place, finally nested in her 
“renewed” earth. 
 

Now, let’s go back for a moment to see the number of days of the flood, and then the number 

of days after it was over: 

7 days waiting for the flood (7:4) 

 7 more days waiting for the flood (7:10) 

  40 days of rain (7:17a) 

    150 days of rising water (7:24) 

Genesis 8:1 NKJV  Then God remembered Noah  

     
150 days of receding water (8:3) 
  40 days of waiting (8:6) 
7 days waiting (8:10) 
7 more days waiting (8:12) 

 
(Genesis 8:13 NKJV)  And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the 
first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering 
of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry. 
 

Remember: Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth. 
(Genesis 7:6). 
 
The way this is phrased sounds as if the clock was reset. But the simplest meaning is that in 
the 601st year of Noah’s life, the judgment and resulting wrath is over. 
 

Genesis 8:14 NKJV  And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was 
dried. 

 

The earth was dry (not the entire earth, but the land that remained after the floodwaters 
receded).  Perhaps it was at this time that the “single land mass”, that many believe was there 
at the beginning, was now separated into the continents much like we see today. 
 

(Genesis 8:15 NKJV)  Then God spoke to Noah, saying, (16)  "Go out of the ark, you and your wife, 
and your sons and your sons' wives with you. (17)  Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh 
that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may 
abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth." 
 

Noah waits on the LORD to give the “ok” to leave the Ark. It was the LORD who commanded 
all those that He chose to save enter the Ark with a hardy, “All Aboard”,  so it only makes 
sense that He would be the one to say, “All ashore that’s going ashore”. 
 

(Genesis 8:18 NKJV)  So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. (19)  
Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their 
families, went out of the ark. 
 
(Genesis 8:20 NKJV)  Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and 
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of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 
 

Noah took one of each clean animal and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  
 

the burnt offering, a voluntary act of worship to express devotion or commitment to God.   
Taking your clean, spotless and blemish-free animals, and then killing them upon the altar, 
was a costly sacrifice. But God respects and longs for costly sacrifices.  How else can you 
demonstrate your love and devotion to Him than by giving Him something precious.  Today, we 
offer a living sacrifice of ourselves!    

 

Romans 12:1 NKJV  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. 

 

Luke 9:23-24 NKJV  Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.  (24)  For whoever desires 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 

 

(Genesis 8:21 NKJV)  And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in His 
heart, "I will never again curse the ground for man's sake, although the imagination of man's 
heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.  (22)  
"While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day 
and night Shall not cease." 
 

This verse starts with a description of God smelling the aroma of the offering.  Obviously this is 

poetical. The Hebrew word for “soothing” (sometimes translated “sweet”) is build off a root 

word that means “restful”.  It is a picture of God’s acceptance of the burnt offering of Noah – 

made in faith, love and devotion. In this context, the LORD announces the basics of the what 

we refer to as the Noahic covenant. It is unconditional in that it simply says, “I will…”.  

 

The LORD will keep this covenant even though “the imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
youth”;  Every living thing will not be destroyed by a flood (as He just did). 

 

Then in verse 22 are specific promises: 

1. There is a future 

2. There will be seasons for reaping and seasons for sowing 

3. There will be cold and hot weather, that is, winters and summers.  

4. The daily cycle of night and day will not stop 

 

The earth is once again prepared for mankind and supports his need for food and sustenance.  

 

But, as I noted before, the sin problem remains. Again, the purpose of the flood was a cleansing of 
the earth of the sin, wickedness, corruption and unabated evil that existed in the heart of mankind.   
The LORD God will once again cleanse mankind, but the next time it will be from the inside out. From 

https://www.gotquestions.org/burnt-offering.html
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this point in time to that future time, all of mankind will be given lesson after lesson, commandment 
after commandment, mercy upon mercy and grace upon grace to get them to understand just how 
ugly they have become.  Thousands of years of trying to become acceptable in the sight of God is 
what it will take until once again, God had enough.  But in that day, as promised, there will not be a 
flood to cleanse, it will be God Himself, coming as a Man, to shed His Blood, His perfect Blood to 
save mankind. While the floodwaters were restrained, His love, poured out on a tree was 
unrestrained.  While the floodwaters were restrained, living waters were released through those 
whose believed God the Son as the Promised Seed who was better than the angels, brought a better 
hope through a better covenant which was established on better promises and whose better 
sacrifices wrought a better “sweet-smelling aroma” to God. 

 

Therefore, our calling is simple: 

 

Ephesians 5:1-2 NKJV  Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.  (2)  And walk in love, 
as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet-smelling aroma. 

 


