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Hebrews 12:18 – End 

 

Psalms 4:1-8 NKJV  To the Chief Musician. With Stringed Instruments. A Psalm of David. Hear 
me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have relieved me in my distress; Have mercy on 
me, and hear my prayer.  (2)  How long, O you sons of men, Will you turn my glory to shame? How 
long will you love worthlessness And seek falsehood? Selah  (3)  But know that the LORD has set 
apart for Himself him who is godly; The LORD will hear when I call to Him.  (4)  Be angry, and do not 
sin. Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. Selah  (5)  Offer the sacrifices of 
righteousness, And put your trust in the LORD.  (6)  There are many who say, "Who will show us 
any good?" LORD, lift up the light of Your countenance upon us.  (7)  You have put gladness in my 
heart, More than in the season that their grain and wine increased.  (8)  I will both lie down in 
peace, and sleep; For You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 

David reminds himself and God that God has, in the past, helped him when he was distressed. He 
calls out for God’s mercy to hear him.  Offering sacrifices of righteousness could be taken in one of 
two ways, an acceptable sacrifice of a clean animal, or, being righteous before God by how he 
behaved.  Perhaps in either case what was needed was trust in the LORD. 

 

In the end, David cried out with the bit of faith he had to receive a larger portion of faith from the 
LORD.  With that faith, he could declare that the LORD alone was the sole cause peace and safety in 
his life! 

 

By faith, His faith, we can be still before Him and wait on Him to respond to our prayers.  He always 
listens to His children! And give the perfect answer in His time.     

 

The point has to do with calling on the LORD when our faith seems to be shrinking away.  
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The first section of Hebrews 12 revealed Jesus as the creator, sustainer and perfecter of our faith;   
Our faith is used to “run the race”, that is, deal with all that life has for us, whether on the mountain-
top or in the valley-lows. We must have faith for life because Jesus told us that we would have 
tribulation.  

 

On top of that, our faith is used to bolster our confidence even when chastisement comes; by faith, 
we learn that all correction, rebuke or chastening from God is for our ultimate good even though it is 
painful in the short-term.  This comes from God’s heart towards us as He molds and shapes us into 
Christ-like children. 

 

Starting in verse 18, we see WHY we can do this!  The author, once again, takes imagery from the 
giving of the Law and compares this to the reality of the revelation of grace and truth by Jesus’ work 
on the cross. 

 

 

 

 

(Hebrews 12:18 NKJV)  For you have not come to the mountain [that is, Mt. Sinai] that may be 
touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness and tempest, (19)  and the sound 
of a trumpet and the voice of words, so that those who heard it begged that the word should not be 
spoken to them anymore. (20)  (For they could not endure what was commanded: "AND IF SO 
MUCH AS A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT SHALL BE STONED OR SHOT WITH AN 
ARROW." (21)  And so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I AM EXCEEDINGLY AFRAID AND 
TREMBLING.") 

Exo_19:10-25 

terrified (Exo_20:18-21).  

(Exodus 20:19 NKJV)  Then they said to Moses, "You speak with us, and we will hear; but let 
not God speak with us, lest we die." 

 

(Exodus 20:20 NKJV)  And Moses said to the people, "Do not fear; for God has come to test 
you, and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin." 

 

Did this fear work in promoting holiness among the people of Israel? Did it change the heart of 
Israel? 40 days later, they worshipped a gold calf, saying it was the ‘god’ that brought them 
out of Egypt! 

This section sets up a stark comparison between what awaits a person who makes a fatal decision to 
return to the Law: 

 
(Hebrews 12:22 NKJV)  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, (Hebrews 12:23 NKJV)  to the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, (Hebrews 12:24 NKJV)  to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel. 
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Mt Sinai Mount Zion 

Mount Sinai was marked by fear and 
terror.  

Mount Zion is a place of love and 
forgiveness. 

Mount Sinai is in the desert.  Mount Zion is the city of the Living God. 

Mount Sinai spoke of earthly things.   Mount Zion speaks of heavenly things. 

At Mount Sinai, only Moses was allowed 
to draw near to God.  

At Mount Zion, an innumerable company, 
a general assembly is invited to draw 
near. 

Mount Sinai was characterized by guilty 
men in fear.  

Mount Zion features just men made 
perfect. 

At Mount Sinai, Moses was the 
mediator.  

At Mount Zion, Jesus is the mediator. 

Mount Sinai brings an Old Covenant, 
which was ratified by the blood of 
animals.  

Mount Zion brings a New Covenant, which 
is ratified by the blood of God’s precious 
Son. 

Mount Sinai was all about exclusion, 
keeping people away from the 
mountain.  

Mount Zion is all about invitation. 

Mount Sinai is all about Law.  Mount Zion is all about grace. 

 
Mt. Sinai represents Law and Death and religion that reaches out to God. 
 
Mt. Sinai represents Grace and Life and relationship that reaches down from God! 
 
Leaving Mt Zion to return to Mt Sinai must be considered carefully. 
 
(Hebrews 12:25 NKJV)  See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who 
refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who 
speaks from heaven, (26)  whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, “YET 
ONCE MORE I SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO HEAVEN.” 
 

Refuse = reject, shun, decline, disavow 
 

(ESV)  See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns 
from heaven. 
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(NLT)  Be careful that you do not refuse to listen to the One who is speaking. For if the people 
of Israel did not escape when they refused to listen to Moses, the earthly messenger, we will 
certainly not escape if we reject the One who speaks to us from heaven! 

  
So, what does this mean?  It’s another warning. Those who refused to listen to God died in 
the Wilderness before entering the Promised Land.  Moses spoke the very Word of God to 
them. With their lips they said, ‘We will obey’, but with their hearts they said, ‘We are afraid of 
You;  we don’t really want your rules that interfere in our lives’;  
 
With us, the author is saying “do not reject, do not turn back” from the One who speaks NOW 
from heaven, Jesus!   
 
How can we escape the coming “shaking” if we do not stand on the Rock?    
 
The “shaking” in one sense refers to the first coming of Christ when the Law, the sacrificial 
system, the ceremonies, the feasts, all of it was shaken to its core at the coming of Grace.  
 
The author is quoting from Haggai 2:6 which speaks of earthly shakings due to nations and 
kingdoms rising and falling;  
 

Haggai 2:6-9 NKJV  "For thus says the LORD of hosts: 'Once more (it is a little while) I 
will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land;  (7)  and I will shake all nations, 
and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with 
glory,' says the LORD of hosts.  (8)  'The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,' says 
the LORD of hosts.  (9)  'The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,' 
says the LORD of hosts. 'And in this place I will give peace,' says the LORD of hosts." 

 

But Haggai is also speaking prophetically of the Son of God, coming as the Promised Anointed 
One who entered the 2nd Temple and, even though they did not understand, He brought glory 
and peace to it by His mere presence.  

 
(Hebrews 12:27 NKJV)  Now this, "YET ONCE MORE," indicates the removal of those things that are 
being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 
 

Our earthly existence, even our material universe are being shaken. If  you cannot see this, 
then simply watch the evening news or read a descent newspaper.  
 
And this speaks of the removal of those things that are shaken to the core, in fear, in anger, in 
resentments, in bitterness, in sin, in unbelief, in faithlessness…these are shaken and then 
removed;  this appears to speak of the Tribulation where only the “unshakable’s” will overcome 
and see the Glory of His Coming! 
 

(Hebrews 12:28 NKJV)  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us 
have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 
 

KNOWING THIS:  that we are His children, that we are being perfected, that we have the 
Faithful Mediator and Intercessor standing at the Throne of Grace, that we will walk by faith 
while the material world around us is stunned and traumatized by what’s going on around 
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them, that we have the Holy Spirit of God living in us, that is, GOD IN US, who will not turn us 
away, will not refuse our requests for help, even when afraid, faithless, cold, and needy… 
 
KNOWING THIS: that we have been sealed by the Holy Spirit so that we WILL receive what 
was promised -  A KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE SHAKEN!! 
 
And SINCE this is a done deal, we are encouraged to have grace (which was freely shown us), 
to minister to God (serve Him, or worship Him) in a pleasing and reverent manner with godly 
fear (not dread) [BTW:  this word, godly fear, is only used twice in the NT and both in Hebrews:  
in 5:7 where it speaks of Christ in the garden when it says that His cries were heard because 
of His godly fear]. 
 
Simply:  Serve God in faith with grace, which pleases Him and accepted by Him. 
 

(Hebrews 12:29 NKJV)  For our God is a consuming fire. 
 

Exodus 24:17 NKJV  The sight of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the top of 
the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. 

 

In our “Christian economy” we do not like to consider this attribute of God;  but the fact is, He 
is.  Even though the references are OT, God does not change. So, how are we to understand 
this and how did the author intend his readers to understand it?  The OT has three references 
to this. The first is what I read; the second is Deuteronomy 4:24 

For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.  

 

This refers to His attitude towards those who reject Him for a carved piece of wood or metal.  
He jealously guards His reputation.  

 

In Deuteronomy 9:3, it is a similar description but the object of His consuming fire are the 
pagan nations (Canaanites etc) that must be driven out of the land by the Israelites.  

 

The Israelites and the pagan nations must both come to God on His on terms:  faith in the True 
and Faithful One, the Promised Seed, the anointed Holy One of God.    

 

To anyone who is so arrogant and proud to believe they can come to Him on his own terms, he 
will be met with a consuming fire. This is what awaited those who rejected Jesus in favor of the 
Law.  

  
By Faith, we humbly bow the knee of our hearts before Your Cross where everything we understood 
about God changed.  Forgive us LORD GOD for believing we must work to gain Your Favor. Forgive 
us for being so arrogant as to not believe in the simplicity of the Gospel – Life everlasting by Grace 
through faith.  Forgive us for wanting to impress You with our works and our greatness. Forgive us for 
believing in ourselves for our own redemption.  
 
Thank You for reaching down and plucking us out of the fire. Thank You for teaching us, inspiring us 
and motivating us to love as You loved. Thank You that You know us better than we know ourselves 
and because of that, You sent God the Holy Spirit to live in our hearts to direct our paths and enable 
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us to do all You desire of us:  to walk the way You walk, to live out Your Truth and to share Your life 
with all those who see the Hope that is in us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oh Lord, God, we cannot know the end of a thing. We do not have certainty about the plans of our 

days. Forgive us when we try without consulting You. Forgive our blundering efforts to make 

something happen. We love You, and we want to please You, but our lives are so caught up in the 

things of this world. Help us, Lord. Help us to know how much we need You. Help us to see the real 

values of eternal things. Give us a greater awareness of Your Holy Spirit. Give us a holy awe of Your 

Word. Drive us to our knees more often, Lord. Keep us close. 

 

Oh, our Father, purge us from the ungodly. Separate us from the sins that hinder and blind us. Meet 

us in the halls of our heart and sanctify us there. And then, Lord Jesus, embolden us for the work 

ahead. Provide our daily bread. Cleanse us of our sins and enrich our fellowship with the saints. 

Clothe us in the armor of God and place us where we must stand. Enable us to resist the enemy in 

the faith, that we may see his strongholds crumble and his minions flee. Grant us a fruitful harvest 

and an effective ministry, in Jesus’ name. Amen. HMM III 


