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Hebrews 13: 1-9 

 

Last week, after doing a review of the entire book of Hebrews up to but not including Chapter 13, we 
did manage to discuss verse 1: 

 

(Hebrews 13:1 NKJV)  Let brotherly love continue. 

 
I taught how this is ‘Phileo’ love; this love is emotionally intimate and is evidenced by a powerful 
emotional bond as deep friendships often exhibit.  This is considered Christian love between 
brothers and sisters in Christ. This is not the affectionate love one has with family members. Nor is 
it agape love which describes the LORD’s love for the His creation. Agape love is perfect, sacrificial 
and pure.  The issue for us is, this is the same type of love to which we are to aspire.  We read of this 
type of love towards each other in 1 Corinthians 13.   
 
Last week we read about Peter’s restoration and the grace of Jesus to meet Peter where he was and 
accept him “as is” and even commission him. Jesus already knew how the Holy Spirit was going to 
transform this “denier” to a “declarer”. 
 
As we now move thru the remaining section I would like to cover today, I want you to notice how the 
next 15 verses are, in effect, a commentary on this one verse!   It is practical advice and it is meant to 
encourage us in our Christian walks.  Let’s go thru the teaching to understand what the LORD is 
asking of us.  
 
I ‘ve said before, but it bears repeating, my prayer for you is to have a teachable spirit so that you can 
be transformed by the Word of God. This is much more important than just being informed about 
the Word of God.  
 
(Hebrews 13:2 NKJV)  Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly 
entertained angels. 
 

Entertain -> hospitality 
Entertained -> lodged 
 
Some focus on the idea of angels but the point is to be hospitable to everyone. That is not 
confined to guests coming to your homes but being warm and kind to everyone with whom you 
interact. 
(1 Peter 4:9 NKJV)  Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 

(See Romans_12:10-13) 

 
(Hebrews 13:3 NKJV)  Remember the prisoners as if chained with them—those who are 
mistreated—since you yourselves are in the body also. 
 

Remember ->  when remembered, pray for them!  We are to be empathetic to their plight – 
putting ourselves in their shoes. The context from the whole book is fellow-believers who are 
under severe persecution, not the serial rapist, or pedophile. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:26 NKJV  (26)  And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with 
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it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 

 
(Hebrews 13:4 NKJV)  Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and 
adulterers God will judge. 

 
This is self-explanatory.  
 
1 Corinthians 7:2-5 NKJV  (2)  Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man have 
his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.  (3)  Let the husband render to his 
wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband.  (4)  The wife does not 
have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not 
have authority over his own body, but the wife does.    

 
Those who defile the bed will stand before God.  These are those who are fornicators and 
adulterers through their persistent violation of God’s design of  1 man and 1 women in 
marriage;  Even though their behavior is frequently accepted by others, they all will stand 
before the Creator whom they do not ever consider as being real. 
 

Hebrews 13:5 NKJV)  Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as 
you have. For He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU."  (Hebrews 
13:6 NKJV)  So we may boldly say: "THE LORD IS MY HELPER; I WILL NOT FEAR. WHAT CAN 
MAN DO TO ME?" 
 

Covetousness is wanting, lusting, strongly desiring things you want and especially for those 

things which someone else has….  It’s carnal, it’s temporary, it’s totally unsatisfying and 

surely insufficient to meet your deepest needs.   

The author reminds us, thru 2 OT verses, that there is a solution to these carnal desires:  We 

live in a “BUT GOD kingdom”! 

God is NOT temporary; He can satisfy ALL your needs; He is always now and encourages 

You to come to Him. With Him there is ever-present help (Psalm 46); And, of course, the 

Helper/Counselor is in you and is always willing to help!   

The first verse is from: 

Deuteronomy 31:6 NKJV  Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of 
them; for the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you 
nor forsake you."  

 

AND 5 more times in the OT this phrase is used, either by God or referring to Him.  

 

The second verse is from one of three verses in Psalms but most relate it to: 

 

Psalms 118:6 NKJV  The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? 

 

Covetousness stems from disbelief and distrust in God to meet all your needs.  It 
doesn’t help our case when we confuse needs and wants.  Paul wrote: 
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Philippians 4:11-13 NKJV  (11)  Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in 
whatever state I am, to be content:  (12)  I know how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer need.   

 

How can he do this?  Because 

 

(13)  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

 

Jesus is sufficient!  If you haven’t had a complete revelation about this, confess your pride, 
and surrender to Him and the Holy Spirit will take care of the rest.    

 
These last 6 verses stem from OT commandments;  
 
Verses 1, 2, 3 come under the “love your neighbor as yourself” umbrella where the emphasis 
is on fellow believers!  (Leviticus 19:18) 
  
Verse 4 is do not commit adultery (Exodus 20:14) 
Verse 5a is do not covet (Exodus 20:17). 
 
Verses 5b and 6 refers to the power to do the things asked of you:  The Holy Spirit is your 
HELPER!  Let Him help you!!!! 
 
(Hebrews 13:7 NKJV)  Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to 
you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 
 

“Remember Those Who Preach My child, never forget those who continually preach the Word 
of God to you. Treat these preachers as if they were the Lord himself because the Lord is 
present in the Word they preach.  

This quote is from the Didache (pronounced Did-a-key):  The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles 
.   But it’s not considered canonical and should be read with caution. 

The verse asks you to follow my faith and examine my conduct as an example of Christian 
living. It appears to suggest that if I have no faith nor good conduct, do not follow;   

 

Ultimately, we must follow Jesus and me if I am following Him. 

 

(Hebrews 13:8 NKJV)  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 

While this verse may seem out of place or stuck in here, the Holy Spirit is never random.  
 
For what was said prior to this verse, regarding our moral behavior was written with an eye 
towards Jesus. We do these things, not out of fear of God, but out of our love towards Him 
who saved us.  And we do these good works out of gratitude for Him who created us and 
breathed the breath of life into our very souls! 
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And, it is also here for the concluding verses of this book. And, truly it is here for every book 
that came before and every book that will come after!    The Godhead does not change; God 
the Father is the same yesterday, today and forever; God the Son is the same yesterday, 
today and forever; God the Holy Spirit is the same yesterday, today and forever!!!!! 
 
YES!  Take comfort in the I AM. For He is always here with you in every moment in your life!  
Remember: 

 

Exodus 3:14 NKJV  And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you 
shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 

 
YES! He is eternal: 

 
Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  

 

 

John 8:58 NKJV  Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I AM." 

 

(1 Timothy 1:17 NKJV)  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is 
wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Revelation 1:8  "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the 
Lord, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."  

(see also Revelation 21:6 and 22:13) 

 

AND YES! And He is unchangeable in His character 
 
(Job 23:13 NKJV)  "But He is unique, and who can make Him change? And whatever His soul 
desires, that He does. 

 

(Malachi 3:6 NKJV)  "For I am the LORD, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O 
sons of Jacob. 

 

(James 1:17 NKJV)  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 

 

(Numbers 23:19 NKJV)  "God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He 
should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it 
good? 

 

Psalms 102:25-27 NKJV  Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the 
work of Your hands.  (26)  They will perish, but You will endure; Yes, they will all grow old like 
a garment; Like a cloak You will change them, And they will be changed.  (27)  But You are the 
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same, And Your years will have no end. 

 

And in this immutability, He is merciful, gracious, longsuffering, full of goodness and kindness; 
He is compassionate. He is Holy, Righteous Just;    

  
Deuteronomy 32:4 NKJV  He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A 
God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.  

 
(Hebrews 13:9 NKJV)  Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good 
that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been 
occupied with them.  
 

Too bad there wasn’t a “therefore” here….it is because Jesus is the same yesterday, 
today and forever that we can insulate ourselves from the false doctrines that abound 
throughout the world and throughout the church! 

 
Here, in context, we are warned against the false doctrines that say, “You must do this, that 
and the other 613 things men command you to do in order to approach God”. 

 
We are not established by what we eat, what we wear,  what we drink. These things are for the 
body and not the heart. But we often cling to the tangible things to temporarily satisfy us and 
not the intangible, like the grace of Christ Jesus which saves us and will transform our bodies 
into something immortal, incorruptible, and glorious! 
 
When your heart is not at peace with the peace Jesus offers, then you will become restless 
and begin to search for something new.  You may not verbalize it, but you will decide that He is 
not enough.  Remember what you chased after before you were caught in the grip of His 
grace?  None of it satisfied!  If you think it did, you are either deceived by others or you’re lying 
to yourself.   Once we become children of God and the world tugs at our hearts, you might 
begin to run after strange doctrines that are not Scriptural.  
 
Listen to what John Darby said: 
 

“To grow in the knowledge of Christ is our life and our privilege. The search after 
novelties which are foreign to Him, is a proof of not being satisfied with Him. But he who 
is not satisfied with Jesus does not know Him, or, at least, has forgotten Him. It is 
impossible to enjoy Him, and not to feel that He is everything, that is to say, that He 
satisfies us, and that by the nature of what He is, He shuts out everything else.” 

 
I’ve seen believers become obsessed with the Mosaic Covenant and its laws, especially those 
that are concerned with food and dress and feasts and days. They are deceived into thinking 
that they are made “more” righteous by these than just being in Jesus.  
 
But it’s all of grace and grace alone!  Nothing but the Blood of Jesus! 

  
For today, you need to understand that the Truth of Jesus will force a response from everyone.  
Either they say, “YES” and become children of God or say, “NO” and become children of wrath.   
 
But that’s just the beginning. Then comes the hard part:  allowing the Spirit of Christ, who lives in 
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you, to have complete access to your heart to do the work of our Great Potter – molding you, shaping 
you, into the very image of the Son of God.  You can resist Him or ignore Him but His love for you will 
not change; however, you are then asked, “How’s that working for ya?”.  Regardless of our physical 
age or the years that we’ve been His Children, He will never settle for “just ok”. No, His desire is for 
us to continue in Him, “for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure”.  
(Philippians 2:13).  Your choice, your willingness to not settle in but to get out from under the yoke of 
our choices and to take His yoke upon us:  it’s a double yoke, you and Him together so that you can 
walk His Way, Live His Truth and Share His Love. 

 
 


