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Hebrews 13:  Introduction 

 

We are at the last chapter of this marvelous book; like many of the other epistles, it has been filled 
with deep theology and, at times, with dire warnings.  We have discussed difficult verses that even 
those great and anointed men who have gone before us disagree concerning their proper 
interpretation.  

 

This morning, before I get into chapter 13, I would like to stroll down memory lane taking another look 
at some key verses that I believe will be edifying and with the help of the Holy Spirit, may inspire and 
transform.   I will try to convey what the Holy Spirit taught me as I went through each chapter again.  

 

1. Hebrews 1:1-4 NKJV  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past 
to the fathers by the prophets,  (2)  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;  (3)  
who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and 
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  (4)  having become so much better 
than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent Name than they. 

a. Jesus is God;  Jesus is Man;  We must not try to separate the two; we must just accept 
this mystery as it has been revealed to us by the Holy Spirit.  The Son of God is the 
Creator who Spoke all space, time, energy and matter into existence;   

2. Hebrews 2:1 NKJV  Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have 
heard, lest we drift away. 

a. ALL believers are encouraged to stay the course and not drift away. This world and our 
very natures will tug at us, pull us away from Truth. It happens very subtlety; that’s why 
we need be diligent in our prayers and Scripture study, partnering with the Holy Spirit. 

3. Hebrews 3:14-19 NKJV  For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of 
our confidence steadfast to the end,  (15)  while it is said: "TODAY, IF YOU WILL HEAR HIS 
VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS IN THE REBELLION."  (16)  For who, having 
heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses?  (17)  Now with 
whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the 
wilderness?  (18)  And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those 
who did not obey?  (19)  So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 

a. There’s nothing like unbelief that will kill your relationship with God.  
b. From God’s heart towards us, we have eternal security because HE will never leave us 

nor forsake us.  
i. Deuteronomy 31:8 NKJV  And the LORD, He is the One who goes before you. 

He will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be 
dismayed." 

ii. This is as true today as it was thousands of years ago. The promise is not just for 
the Israelites but to all who call on the Name of our LORD. 

iii. But, with men and women, staying in the relationship is not necessarily so; We 
can debate whether a born-again, Spirit-filled believer can forsake his/her God 
but there wouldn’t be warnings if it were not possible. Personally, I believe that a 
born-again, Spirit-filled believer will not walk away because once one 
experiences the depth of God’s love and grace, he/she will never WANT to turn 
away.   

iv. Psalms 34:8 NKJV  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man 
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who trusts in Him! 
4. Hebrews 4:11-16 NKJV  Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall 

according to the same example of disobedience.  (12)  For the word of God is living and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  
(13)  And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the 
eyes of Him to whom we must give account.  (14)  Seeing then that we have a great High 
Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession.  (15)  For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.  (16)  Let us therefore 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. 

a. Our diligence isn’t efforts made in our own strength;  It is by our submission to the Holy 
Spirit that keeps us strong and able to enter. 

b. It is the reality of Jesus the Son of God who is our great High Priest that helps us to 
hold fast our confession. For He knows us because He, as God, became a man who 
lived on this side of heaven just as we are today; He was a Man tempted as we are, and 
thank God, He did not sin but became sin for us so that we are able to become 
righteous in Him.   

c. We can come to the Throne of Grace without fear of being turned away, rejected and 
left alone!  No, we come in our need to obtain mercy and find grace because there is no 
other place to go and no other Person to whom we can go. 

5. Hebrews 5:7-9 NKJV  who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 
supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and 
was heard because of His godly fear,  (8)  though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience 
by the things which He suffered.  (9)  And having been perfected, He became the author of 
eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 

a. His death was not in vain; His blood was not ineffectual; if you were the only person on 
earth, His blood would have saved you just as it saved the entire world of those who 
believe.   

6. Hebrews 6:13-14 NKJV  For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear 
by no one greater, He swore by Himself,  (14)  saying, "SURELY BLESSING I WILL BLESS 
YOU, AND MULTIPLYING I WILL MULTIPLY YOU." Hebrews 6:17-19 NKJV  Thus God, 
determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath,  (18)  that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to 
lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set 
before us.  (19)  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and 
which enters the Presence behind the veil, 

a. God is not a man that He should lie. Therefore, when He promises and when He makes 
an oath, He will not change His mind;  These things are unchangeable.  

b. 2 Corinthians 1:20 NKJV  (20)  For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him 
Amen, to the glory of God through us. 

c. Jesus is our strong refuge (see Numbers 35 for a description of the cities of refuge from 
where this shadow of Him came. And, Psalm 46 as well) 

d. Therefore, by His steadfastness, His immutability, by His strength, the Sure Hope we 
have in Him is a true anchor of the soul. This anchor causes us to rest upon calm seas 
even in the fiercest storm!  Our lives might be in turmoil but be assured by His promises 
to stay with us through it all. 

7. Hebrews 7:17-19 NKJV  For He testifies: "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO 
THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK."  (18)  For on the one hand there is an annulling of the 
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former commandment because of its weakness and profitableness,  (19)  for the law made 
nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we 
draw near to God. 

a. The Law made nothing perfect; But our High Priest brings a better covenant and 
promises; 

b. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 NKJV  (23)  Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

c. Our High Priest lives forever; “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those 
who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 
Hebrews 7:25 NKJV.   

d. See?  His intercession for us always because He has our salvation eternally in mind!  
8. Hebrews 8:13 NKJV  In that He says, "A NEW COVENANT," He has made the first obsolete. 

Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 
a. Those of us who are studying the book of Galatians have seen this truth woven through 

all of Paul’s thoughts. The Law could not save; it could cover sin so that fellowship could 
be restored; but salvation has ALWAYS been by grace through faith, period! 

b. Therefore, the Mosaic covenant is “ready to vanish away”. For us, it is dead; for those 
under it, it will vanish by the end of the Tribulation, because it seems that the only thing 
that will convince Israel and the world of the Way, the Truth and the Life, is God’s hot 
displeasure.  At the end there will be the sound of the multitudes slapping their 
foreheads, saying, “Oy Vey”. 

9. Hebrews 9:11-14 NKJV  But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.  (12)  
Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place 
once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.  (13)  For if the blood of bulls and goats and 
the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh,  (14)  how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot 
to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

a. Jesus is once again compared to the old system represented by the tabernacle/temple, 
the sacrificial system and the priesthood. 

b. Truly, there IS NO comparison!!!  And so, the author correctly says, 
c. Hebrews 9:15 NKJV  And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by 

means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that 
those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

10. Hebrews 10:1-4 NKJV  For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually 
year by year, make those who approach perfect.  (2)  For then would they not have ceased 
to be offered? For the worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of 
sins.  (3)  But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.  (4)  For it is not 
possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. 

a. In the weakness of the flesh, the law failed to purify our consciousness of sins.  The 
blood of animals was imperfect because sins were not removed, just covered. 

b. Hebrews 10:12-14 NKJV  But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins 
forever, sat down at the right hand of God,  (13)  from that time waiting till His enemies 
are made His footstool.  (14)  For by one offering He has perfected forever those who 
are being sanctified. 

c. And this alone, if fully understood, is enough! But the author continues with, 
d. Hebrews 10:19-23 NKJV  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by 

the blood of Jesus,  (20)  by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through 
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the veil, that is, His flesh,  (21)  and having a High Priest over the house of God,  (22)  
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  (23)  Let us hold fast 
the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 

11. Hebrews 11:1-3 NKJV  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.  (2)  For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.  (3)  By faith we understand that 
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made 
of things which are visible. 

a. We spent many weeks on faith;  
b. By faith we know that it is a gift, an indispensable weapon in our warfare with world 

systems and all wicked rulers of darkness and spiritual wickedness in the heavenly 
places.  

c. By faith we know that our faith is the greatest defense against the fiery darts of the 
wicked one; it is our greatest defense against the onslaught of lies, half-truths and  
fabrications that come at us in blazing speeds from the TV, internet, radio, film, books, 
and newspapers.  I am not just speaking of the world but of the heresies and doctrines 
of demons that have come into the church by devouring lions and wolves dressed in 
sheep’s clothing.  

12. Hebrews 12:1-2 NKJV  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us,  (2)  looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

a. We might be rebuked or chastened but if from God, it is for our good.  Though painful, 
walk through it with Him because going it alone might bring anger, resentments and a 
root of bitterness that defiles yourself and those around you. 

b. Know that the kingdom of God cannot be shaken; know that this kingdom is in you, the 
Spirit of Christ, the hope of glory! 

c. For all who are not His, not his children, God is a consuming fire; Most will reject this 
Truth because it scares them to death….but that’s the point…with Jesus, though they 
die, they live! 

 
What I tried to convey with the above synopsis, and I believe all Scripture teaches is “There is 
Truth”, Truth has a Name, Jesus! And saying an enthusiastic  “YES, I believe that” is not all that 
Truth demands.  I’ve said before, don’t hang your future on “I believe and therefore it is Truth” but 
rather, “There is Truth and I believe it” 
 
But, if that is all there is to it, I’d say, “Hey! what’s the diff?”.  I believe, and I think Scripture will bear 
me out, that Truth requires a more outward response.  That does not negate any internal 
transformation that takes place by hearing the Word of God and especially by the Work of the Holy 
Spirit in us. 
 
What is that outward response? 

 

Galatians 5:22-23 NKJV  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  (23)  gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

 

This fruit is not intended to just be internal responses but the motivations behind our outward 
expressions of this fruit.  Each one of these are grown by the Holy Spirit but, we must pick them off 
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the Vine and give them to others. The Holy Spirit enables you to pick  the fruit and if you think it is too 
high for you, then He will bend the branch so that you can reach it.  Remember also that the real fruit 
of the Holy Spirit is love and this is the foundation of the rest of the ‘fruits’. 
 
“Giving out the fruit” is another way of saying, there are practical things we can do to demonstrate our 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
 
Chapter 13 is very practical. It helps us to know how to exhibit the Christ-likeness we are asked to 
“put on”.  
 

Romans 13:14 NKJV  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
fulfill its lusts. 

Colossians 3:12-14 NKJV  (12)  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on 
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;  (13)  bearing with one another, 
and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave 
you, so you also must do.  (14)  But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of 
perfection. 

 

 


