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Last week we learned that John the Baptizer truly was a humble 
servant and messenger of God. His adult life seemed to be devoted to 
pointing his Jewish brothers and sisters to the Messiah. He gave 
witness and testimony to Jesus as the only begotten of the Father.   
 

So, what have we learned about Jesus? 

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  (John 1:1 NKJV) 

2. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing 
was made that was made.  (John 1:3 NKJV) 

3. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  (John 1:4 
NKJV) 

4. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14A 
NKJV) 

5. the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  (John 
1:14B NKJV) 

6. grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  (John 1:17B NKJV) 
 

But John is not finished. Let’s read the passage first and then explore 
the next revelations from John’s testimony. 
 

John 1:29-34 NKJV  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward 
him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world!  (30)  This is He of whom I said, 'After me comes a 
Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.'  (31)  I did 
not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I 
came baptizing with water."  (32)  And John bore witness, saying, "I 
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained 
upon Him.  (33)  I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, 'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, 
and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.'  (34)  And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of 
God." 
 

It appears that every verse in this passage overflows with Truth 
almost to the point of becoming overwhelming. I think this 
passage is as important as the Apostle John’s magnificent 
declaration in the first 5 verses of this first chapter, perhaps 
summarized by “The Word and God are one but 
separate”. We have the advantage of looking back so we know 
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that the Word is Jesus.  Then there’s verse 14 where the Word 
took on humanity and as a Man, tabernacled among His people.  
All this evokes many OT pictures of our LORD God who 
appeared to Moses in a form he could understand.  But this 
time, He dwelt with His creation!  He was raised in a family of 
His choosing. He was a babe in swaddling clothes, a young boy 
speaking with the Rabbis in the Temple and He waited until He 
was 30 to begin His ministry.  As a side note, the orthodox 
rabbis believe that at 30 one is worthy of leadership. It is at this 
age that a man can pray for the congregation during the Day of 
Atonement.  The rabbinic writings also explain that at 30 one 
is considered humble and broken hearted.  Certainly, Jesus 
understood these things growing up in Judea and chose to wait 
until the acceptable time for His Ministry.  

 

There are two verses that we will spend time on this morning. The 
first is verse 29 and the second is the last part of verse 33.   

 

First verse 29: “"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world!”.   Jesus is the Lamb, not a 
lamb.  It bought to mind the time when Abraham was going to 
sacrifice his only son, Isaac. Remember when Abraham told his 
son: 

 

"My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a 
burnt offering." So the two of them went together.  
(Genesis 22:8 NKJV) 
 

And 2000 years ago, the Lamb was provided once again.   For 
Jesus certainly was the Lamb of God and not a lamb of man.   
 

Next, in verse 29, we have something knew, a new thought, a 
new revelation!  We know from our study of Exodus that a lamb 
was slain twice a day for the sins of the people. The blood of the 
lamb covered sin so that fellowship with God could be restored.  
 

By His infinite wisdom and grace God allowed this to continue for 

many millennia.  I want to give you some stats that show the 

number of animals that were slain throughout a single year to 
cover the multitude of sins committed by the Children of Israel. 
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Time Bulls Rams Lambs Goats 

Daily sacrifice   708  

Sabbath sacrifice   96  

New Moon 24 12 84 12 

Passover Week 14 7 49 7 

Feast of Pentecost 2 1 7 1 

Feast of Trumpets 1 1 7 1 

Day of Atonement 2 1 7 3 

Tabernacles 71 15 105 8 

ANNUAL TOTAL: 114 37 1063 32 = 1246 animals. 

In a leap year (which has an extra month of 30 days) added 79 more 
animals for a total of 1325 animals. 

The problem was all this blood could only provide a temporary 
cover of sin from God’s eyes. There is a great picture of this in 
Genesis 6.   

Genesis 6:14 NKJV  Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; 
make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside 
with pitch. 

The Ark was to be covered inside and outside with “pitch”. The 
Hebrew word for “cover” is “kawfar” and is used elsewhere as 
“atonement”. While the Ark of Noah did this in a physical sense 
and was a picture of the atonement prescribed in the Law of 
Moses, it was just a shadow of the perfection of the Blood of 
Christ that did not cover but instead, removed. 

We must thank God that we were all born in the time since the 
Messiah’s sacrifice.  Would we have had the faith to believe in 
the Promised Seed and the mercy and grace of God to forgive?  
Or would we rely on the blood of bulls, goats and lambs to do 
what we could not do for ourselves AND only be effective until 
the next time we sinned?     
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Hebrews 10:1-4 NKJV  For the law, having a shadow of the good 
things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never 
with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by 
year, make those who approach perfect.  (2)  For then would 
they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once 
purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins.  (3)  
But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.  
(4)  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and 
goats could take away sins. 
 

Hebrews 9:13-14 NKJV  For if the blood of bulls and goats and 
the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the 
purifying of the flesh,  (14)  how much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God? 
 

In other words, how can we freely serve our Master if 
we are heavily burdened by the weight of sin?   
 

The last part of verse 29 would have been problematic for the 
Jewish people and leaders:  “the sins of the world!”.  This 
was totally unacceptable to the teachers and leaders who had a 
deep animosity for the Gentile world.  
 

Isaiah 34:2 NKJV  For the indignation of the LORD is against 
all nations (goyim), And His fury against all their armies; He 
has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to the 
slaughter. 
 

Isaiah 11:10 NKJV  "And in that day there shall be a Root of 
Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the 
Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be 
glorious." 
 

Isaiah 49:6 NKJV  Indeed He says, 'It is too small a thing that 
You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And 
to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a 
light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the 
ends of the earth.' " 
 

But in that one declaration John proclaimed the Truth that was 
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preserved by Paul: 
 

Hebrews 9:11-12 NKJV  But Christ came as High Priest of the 
good things to come, with the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.  
(12)  Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with 
His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once 
for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 

 

So, let us also behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world!  Let us always be surprised, amazed and in awe of our 
God and Savior who did something that was complete in breath, that 
is, all of mankind, and, was complete in its depth, that is, to the 
uttermost, that no one has ever achieved on his/her own:  salvation. 
Let us rejoice always that no matter what our circumstances, we can 
rest in this one thing, our salvation!  
 

Psalms 103:12 NKJV  As far as the east is from the west, So far 
has He removed our transgressions from us. 
 

Micah 7:18-19 NKJV  Who is a God like You, Pardoning iniquity 
And passing over the transgression of the remnant of His 
heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, Because He 
delights in mercy.  (19)  He will again have compassion on us, 
And will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins Into the 
depths of the sea. 

 

Now, let’s move on with John’s testimony: 
 

John 1:30-34 This is He of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who 
is preferred before me, for He was before me.'  (31)  I did not know 
Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came 
baptizing with water."   

STOP:  John’s baptism was purposefully incomplete. It could 
not cause redemption but was just a sign of it. Those being 
baptized could “feel” clean afterwards, but they were not. That’s 
ok because the baptism was to “prepare” people for the LORD. 
Does this infer that they had to clean up their acts in order for 
them to be saved?  God Forbid!  The intention was to point 
them to the solution. It was to impress upon them the futility of 
trying to be good enough for God! 
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(32)  And John bore witness, saying, "I saw the Spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him.  (33)  I did not 
know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, 
this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'  (34)  And I 
have seen and testified that this is the Son of God." 

In Verse 30, John again says “A man who is to be preferred 
above me is here!” (again, he points to Jesus and says, you must 
not get too attached to me!)  He also says, “I did not know Him” 
which is strange because they were cousins. But the word 
“know” in this case means “I did not fully understand who He 
was….but I did what God told me, that is, “reveal Him to the 
world!”. We spoke of John’s humility last week. This week his 
obedience stands in the spotlight. “I was told to give a voice 
to the Word. I was told to reveal the Word to Israel, and I have 
done so!”. 

The Apostle John alludes to the time Jesus came to be baptized,  
but Matthew gives us the details: 

Matthew 3:13-17 NKJV  Then Jesus came from Galilee to John 
at the Jordan to be baptized by him.  (14)  And John tried to 
prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You 
coming to me?"  (15)  But Jesus answered and said to him, 
"Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness." Then he allowed Him.  (16)  When He had been 
baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.  (17)  
And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
 

It was what John heard that caused him to say: “And I have seen 
and testified that this is the Son of God." 

But there’s bit more than this (that’s certainly not to say more 
important).  

1. If John knows who Jesus is, why would He need to be baptized 
as a sign of repentance?  Is it that He was also a Man? No, 
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because Jesus, even as a Man and the True Adam of all 
mankind, was sinless.  

2. It was also a picture of the baptism of the Holy Spirit for the 
Spirit came and settled upon Him. The term “alighting” is 
stronger than just “sitting on”. It means to dwell, abode, or 
remain.  

3. The Holy Spirit confirmed that Jesus was the Chosen One, the 
Messiah. Perhaps we might think of this as His “ordination”!  

4. And, finally, I suppose if “God was well pleased”, it was a good 
thing to do. 

And certainly we should not gloss over the “baptism of the Holy Spirit”.  

It’s not surprising that this subject is as controversial as the gift of 

tongues or even the timing of the rapture.  As soon as man gets 

involved with spiritual matters that require spiritual discernment, 

they mess things up that are perhaps difficult, but not impossible to 
understand. Let’s take a look at the baptism.  

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit.   

Most people have heard of it, read of it in the Scriptures and if truth 

be told, they even desire it. I think nearly every believer has this 

desire to “experience” God.  Still, many people see how it has been 

abused and want nothing of it. But its abuse or misuse shouldn’t 
become an excuse for not seeking it.  

So, let’s take a look at it and gain an understanding of and an 

appreciation for the Baptism.  First, here are some Scriptures that 

describe the Baptism: 

Acts 1:4-5 NKJV  And being assembled together with them, He 
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard 
from Me;  (5)  for John truly baptized with water, but you 
shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now." 

: 

Acts 1:8 NKJV  But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
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and to the end of the earth.” 
 

First, weren’t the disciples already saved?  Yes. Did they receive the 
Holy Spirit already?  Yes they did!  After Jesus’ resurrection, John 
tells us: 
 

John 20:22 NKJV  And when He had said this, He breathed on 
them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

In Acts 1, it certainly seems to state that the disciples will be given 
power at a later time. That power was to witness to the Truth of Christ 
and the His Gospel.  But was it just for them at the beginning of the 
church age?  Couldn’t be. For their witness was to be to the “end of 
the world”.  That could never happen in the 1st Century because they 
didn’t understand just how big the world was and besides, which one 
of these 11 wanted to willingly evangelize the Gentiles?  When we 
studied Acts, we learned that it took from heavy persecution from the 
Jewish leaders to compel them to leave Jerusalem and Judea and 
head out of their comfort zone!   

 

The next verse might sound contradictory but upon closer inspection, 
it is not.  

 

1 Corinthians 12:13 NKJV  (13)  For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 

 

This must be read slowly. The phrase “we were all baptized into one 
body” is important. It seems to imply that the baptism is what unites 
us with Christ and His Body, the church.  
 

These are spiritual baptisms. They happen inside. Paul also talks 
about the physical baptism of a new believer where by water 
immersion, we are baptized into Christ Jesus: 
 

Romans 6:3-6 NKJV  Or do you not know that as many of us as 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  
(4)  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
(5)  For if we have been united together in the likeness of His 
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death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 
resurrection,  (6)  knowing this, that our old man was crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves of sin. 

 

So, we can be baptized into His Body, the church, that is, we are 
united with Him and other believers; we can be baptized and receive 
power for our work for Christ’s Glory; we can be baptized into Christ 
to identify with His death, burial and His resurrection as a symbolic 
act of being “In Him”. 
 

But something is going on and it might be due to our tendency to pick 
and choose which Scriptures support our ideas instead of the 
Scriptures being used to conform us to Christ Jesus.  Some groups say 
that unless you speak in tongues, you weren’t baptized. But 1 
Corinthians 12:13 says that we were ALL baptized by One Spirit. And 
not everyone who was baptized into Jesus came up from the water 
speaking tongues!  
 

I think that Scriptures teach three experiences with the Holy Spirit.  
1. There’s our conversion experienced where we become united to 

the Body and family of Christ. This happens immediately when 
we say “Yes” to Him by grace through faith. 

2. Then there’s the water baptism of Christ that acknowledges and 
declares that we are in Christ!   

3. This may or may not be immediately followed by a baptism like 
the one experienced at Pentecost. This third baptism, with or 
without the gift of tongues, fills the believer with the Spirit’s 
power to do His work. Interestingly, the second baptism where 
we acknowledge our salvation by water immersion isn’t a 
prerequisite for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit that empowers 
you to do the work that you are called to do.  

 
 

When the type of baptism that’s described in the Acts Chapter 2 
comes upon a person, this powerful baptism may be for life or for a 
season. You may experience a change which compels you to pray for 
this baptism again and again.  Some have quipped that this type of 
baptism “leaks”, so it requires refilling. The Holy Spirit never “leaks” 
out. But His special power for ministry does.  
 

Words of Caution:  Many people pray for it and believe that they have 
received it but they seem to only bear strange fruit. We have all heard 
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of stories of people barking like dogs or having some ecstatic 
experiences that sound crazy… because they are.  We have heard of 
people speaking in other tongues and wonder about their sanity. But 
time does not permit me to teach on this.  But here’s my take on these 
types of experiences:  if they do not edify the body or exalt the Son of 
God, I would just ignore them – not judge them – but pay them no 
mind. If this experience has happened to you and you have not used it 
for Christ’s glory or for the Body, then rethink it.   
 

Are you about to do some good work that your flesh is resisting? Then 
simply pray.  “LORD, I need a fresh baptism. I need a fresh anointing. 
I need a fresh filling. I need a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit.”  
Our prayer team prays for this very thing before service!  We need an 
anointing of the Holy Spirit to receive His Word, for me to teach His 
Word, and we all need his anointing to have the Word applied to our 
lives and to submit to Him as clay submits to the Potter! 

So, what have we learned today?  I think we have clearly seen the 
effects of obedience! 

Even with Jesus, the Lamb of God, it was His obedience to His 
Father:  

Hebrews 5:7-9 NKJV  who, in the days of His flesh, when He had 
offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears 
to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because 
of His godly fear,  (8)  though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience 
by the things which He suffered.  (9)  And having been perfected, He 
became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 
 

And with us?  Our flesh resists God always. It’s always hard to obey. 
It’s inconvenient to obey. Sometimes, it seems silly to obey!  But when 
we receive His power then we are able to do the good works prepared 
for us from before the foundations of the world were laid.  We can 
witness about Christ and about His transformations in our lives. This 
is absolutely under your control. His power doesn’t cause you to do 
anything that will adversely affect His Name.    

Galatians 5:25 NKJV  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit. 

 


