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We’ve had a lot of theology over the passed several weeks. It’s good to 
know our God.  This week we will learn about 4 men who put feet to 
their faith and took one step towards Jesus.  

I want to read the entire passage first and then we will take a closer 
look. This might involve knowing what a few of the words mean 
because sometimes the translation we read doesn’t quite express the 
meaning in a way that catches our eye. I will try keep these to a 
minimum.  

 

John 1:35-51 NKJV  Again, the next day, John stood with two of his 
disciples.  (36)  And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold 
the Lamb of God!"  (37)  The two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Jesus.  (38)  Then Jesus turned, and seeing them 
following, said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to Him, 
"Rabbi" (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), "where are You 
staying?"  (39)  He said to them, "Come and see." They came and 
saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it 
was about the tenth hour [about 4pm] ).  (40)  One of the two who 
heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother.  (41)  He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, 
"We have found the Messiah" (which is translated, the Christ).  (42)  
And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He 
said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" 
(which is translated, A Stone).  (43)  The following day Jesus wanted 
to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, "Follow Me."  
(44)  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  
(45)  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of 
whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph."  (46)  And Nathanael said to him, "Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and 
see."  (47)  Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, 
"Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!"  (48)  Nathanael 
said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to 
him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I 
saw you."  (49)  Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"  (50)  Jesus answered and 
said to him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do 
you believe? You will see greater things than these."  (51)  And 
He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you 
shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 
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descending upon the Son of Man." 

 

In this short passage of 16 verses, four different men came to Jesus in 
four different ways.  They were all from Galilee and presumably all 
were fishermen. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke have some 
more details, and each has a list of the 12 disciples who came to be 
called apostles which means “sent one”.  Interestingly, several of the 
12 disciples are not mentioned other than in the lists that name them 
all.  In the three Gospels mentioned above, Simon is always listed 
first. But after this the lists are similar but not exactly alike.  (See 
Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:13-19 and Luke 6:12-16).  
 

As we have just read, John’s Gospel deals with 4 of the disciples in 
this order:   Andrew, Simon, Philip, and Nathanael.  John and James 
are missing but that was John’s style not to include himself. As for 
James, perhaps it’s because his brother was martyred early on by 
King Herod (see Acts 12:1-3) 

That’s the facts. You probably also know that every one of them, 
except for John and Judas, were martyred by sword, by crucifixion or 
by being beheaded. John died of old-age. Judas hung himself after 
betraying his Savior.  But again, that just the facts.   

Let’s look at this passage, not merely an historical account of men 
coming to Jesus by a simple “Follow Me” or a “Come and See”.  Let’s 
see how Jesus affected them personally.  I would also like us to do 
some self-examination of our own “come to Jesus” story. I’d love for 
us to dust off the cobwebs of our encounter with Jesus as if it were a 
very recent event.   

As a quick reminder, we will look at Andrew, Simon, his brother, 
Philip and Nathanael who is called Bartholomew in the other gospel 
accounts.  While each of these for men came to Jesus in a different 
way, I don’t want to make the way they came into some sort of 
evangelistic formula to use on a friend, relative or even a stranger. 
No, coming to Jesus is the beginning of a relationship with the Son of 
God.  

So, let’s begin with Andrew.  

John 1:35-39 NKJV  Again, the next day, John stood with two of his 
disciples.  (36)  And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold 
the Lamb of God!"  (37)  The two disciples heard him speak, and they 
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followed Jesus.  (38)  Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, 
said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to Him, "Rabbi" (which 
is to say, when translated, Teacher), "where are You staying?"  (39)  
He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where He was 
staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth 
hour). 

 

In verse 36  we read that John the Baptizer once again declared: 
“Behold the Lamb of God”. The day before he said it for the first 
time where he also added “who takes away the sins of the world”.  But 
on that day no one seemed to pay much attention to John’s witness. It 
appears that no one left John to follow Jesus. Traditionally, disciples 
were intensely loyal to their teachers.  But this day, it appears that 
something changed. This day these words sank a foot or so from the 
head to the heart and two of John’s disciples left and followed Jesus. 
Was it a look or a gesture of John that gave the two men permission 
to leave their Rabbi?  We don’t know. What we do know is that the 
Holy Spirit was giving those simple words the grace and power they 
needed to affect the feet of these two men.   As we read in a 
subsequent verse, one of them was named Andrew.  

Jesus must have sensed that someone was following Him and so He 
stops, turns around and spoke to them. The question He asked was 
more important than just “whatya lookin’ for?”. He asks them 
something far deeper. “What do you seek?” The word “seek” has a 
Hebrew counterpart which means to “seek after to worship”.  And 
with that one word, Jesus cuts to the chase: “I am not a curiosity; I 
am not a passing fad”; “Something greater than John is here!”;”I am 
He who is worthy of so much more”.  Perhaps they understood but 
perhaps not for they called Him Rabbi and nothing more. But they 
wanted to stay with Him. The word ‘stay’ means much more than just 
hang out or visit; it’s the same word used by Jesus in John chapter 15 
when He tells his disciples: abide in Me).  We must all abide with 
Him before we can abide in Him.  BTW:  traditionally, disciples 
who were chosen by a Rabbi would automatically live with their 
Master. 

Jesus responds:  “Come and See”. “Come and you will understand”.    

Was this how you came to follow Jesus?  Did someone speak the truth 
about Him? Was it a preacher who told you something about Jesus 
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that you simply had to understand for yourself?  Was it enough to get 
your feet moving like theirs were?  Was it the words in the passage 
being preached that resonated within your heart?  Was it the Holy 
Spirit telling you to “Come and See?” Was it a word like “Savior”, or 
“Christ” or “salvation” or “forgiveness” that sparked something inside.  

Perhaps you were a child and with the pure faith of a child you came 
to Him without any real understanding of words you were taught. You 
just knew that He was someone approachable, someone you just had 
to know because you sang a song like “Jesus loves me, this I know”. 
That that was enough! 

I went through this, but it wasn’t so straightforward. I was seeking 
but I didn’t really understand who or what it was that I sought. I was 
like the Athenians in Acts 17:23 when Paul sees an altar that’s 
inscribed with “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD”. He then says to them, 
“Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I 
proclaim to you”. In my case, I finally discovered that the UNKNOWN 
GOD I was worshipping was me. It was a sobering moment.  

Next is Simon, Andrews brother.  

John 1:40-42 NKJV  One of the two who heard John speak, and 
followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  (41)  He first 
found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the 
Messiah" (which is translated, the Christ).  (42)  And he brought him 
to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, "You are Simon the 
son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which is translated, A 
Stone). 

We don’t know the other unnamed disciple who was with Andrew. We  
do not know if he remained a disciple of Jesus or went back to John. 
But we do know that after spending time with Jesus, Andrew was 
convinced and went home to tell his brother “We have found the 
Messiah!”.  I like how it says that Peter didn’t go with Andrew, but 
that Andrew brought Peter to Jesus!  And while I cannot imagine 
Andrew dragging Peter along, he instigated the encounter. And what 
a first encounter it was!  Jesus gazed at Peter, looking passed who he 
was at the moment to the person he would become. He saw a rash, 
impetuous, shoot from the hip kind of man who had no filter nor a 
bridle on his tongue – and then saw him as a solid, stable, unmovable 
stone.   
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Not everyone has had His name changed by God like Peter. But, 
whether or not we experienced it, we have all had our Messiah gaze 
into our eyes to see passed the man or woman WE are and through to 
the person He wants us to become.  For many, this gaze is painful and 
knowing the Holy One’s penetrating gaze makes us want to turn from 
His face, blushing from the things of which we are ashamed. But 
something in His gaze reaches us and we cannot move. There is truth 
in His eyes and there is Love as well. And while we have not 
physically experienced this with Him, this Jesus does to all of us 
because His Father’s desire is for all of us to be conformed into the 
image of His Son. Some like Peter go through painful molding as a 
lump of clay. Some, like Paul, get knocked down to the ground and 
blinded for a season because they refused to see the truth of their 
calling.  Is there anyone who simply comes to Jesus, abides in Him 
and has a blessed life? Probably not.  Many think it’s easier to resist 
His will than to submit to it.  

If Jesus were to give you a new name, what do you think it would be?  
I always thought my name would be “My Servant”.  The harder 
question is, “Do you believe that you have been changed by the 
indwelling Spirit of Christ?”.  Paul asked this of the Crazy 
Corinthians: 

2 Corinthians 13:5 NKJV  (5)  Examine yourselves as to 
whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not 
know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless 
indeed you are disqualified. 

What did Paul mean when he said, ‘examine yourselves and test 
yourselves’?  If you are looking for perfection, you’re not examining 
nor testing correctly. If you have no desire for the Word, and for 
fellowship, and for prayer, and for bearing another’s burden, and for 
forgiveness, and for love then I think there’s an issue that must be 
dealt with on your knees. I did use the word “AND” because we all go 
through periods of not surrendering and not submitting our will to 
His. We all go through battles of the flesh but at some point, we must 
allow the Holy Spirit to make you into an overcomer. Study Peter and 
then feel hopeful! 

Next is Philip.  

John 1:43-44 NKJV  The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, 
and He found Philip and said to him, "Follow Me."  (44)  Now Philip 
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was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 

Philip was simply called and he simply obeyed the call. Philip took 
one step towards Jesus and began a journey down a very narrow road 
that led to his eternal life.  Jesus saw something in Philip and Philip 
saw something in Jesus. Philip was willing to follow his Shepherd, 
humbly and steadfastly. He followed Him and trusted Him. He 
walked behind, not worried about where He was leading him. Every 
step was like the first step.   

Happy are those who heard Him say “Follow Me” and obeyed the call. 
I’m not saying that this is qualitatively better than any other way. I’m 
not implying that it was easier. Sometimes a person hit’s rock bottom; 
he or she has come to the end of themselves and the whisper of Jesus 
“follow me” becomes loud and clear. “I AM the only way out of the 
abyss you have dug for yourself!”.  These people are broken and have 
but no strength to reach up to Jesus! So, Jesus reaches down to them 
and pulls them up and places them upon an unmovable Rock.  

Did Jesus say to you “Follow me”? I think there’s a bit of that in 
everyone’s experience. At some point, at just the right time, Jesus 
turns and says “Follow Me” to every believer. It may not be at the 
moment of their salvation. It may be at some later time where you can 
no longer stay as you are but must follow Jesus to where He needs 
you to go. You may be fearful; you may be distrusting; you may not 
know what first step to take. Perhaps that exactly why He’s telling you 
“Follow Me”. You have to overcome your fear and distrust and 
doubts. And the only way is to put it all aside and simply put your 
step into His footprints He leaves for you! 

But some of you are blessed like Philip to have the faith and trust to 
simply obey His call. There’s no judgment. The goal is the same: 
Jesus.  

Next is Nathanael: 

John 1:45-51 NKJV  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We 
have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."  (46)  And Nathanael 
said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to 
him, "Come and see."  (47)  Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, 
and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!"  
(48)  Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus 
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answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were 
under the fig tree, I saw you."  (49)  Nathanael answered and said to 
Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"  
(50)  Jesus answered and said to him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw 
you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will see greater things 
than these."  (51)  And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 
hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man." 

 

Philip finds Nathanael and tells him about the One of whom Moses 
and the prophets spoke. Unlike the others, Philip appeals to 
Nathanael’s understanding of the Scriptures.  

Jesus greets Nathanael with a complement: I see no deceit in you! 
The word ‘deceit’ actually refers to “bait”, but not “good bait”. It’s the 
kind that uses deception to lure people in to trap them. Certainly, the 
lack of type of deceit is what Jesus needs from all His disciples – tell 
the truth and let God be God.  Nathanael asks, ‘how is it that You 
know me so well?”  

Jesus knew what Nathanael thought of Him – a Nazarene from across 
the tracks from where nothing good comes. And because Jesus tells 
him of some private moment “under a fig tree”, he blurts out “Rabbi, 
You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel”.  Can anyone 
say Holy Spirit?  The phrase, ‘under the fig tree’ was actually used 
by the Rabbi’s to describe someone who mediates on the word.  

Jesus then tells him of greater things that will be seen. Nathanael will 
witness how Jesus Himself is the ladder. He is the way between 
heaven and earth.  It seems so out of place, so specific, so evocative of 
Jacob and the vision of the ladder in Genesis 28:12-13, that perhaps 
Nathanael was thinking on this passage while “under the fig tree”.   

But what  might those greater things be?  We are in the very 
beginnings of Jesus’ ministry. There is much to learn about our 
Messiah. We will never come to the end of our understanding of Him. 
Just when we think we know Him, He reveals another layer of His 
magnificence.  

➢ We understand that He is the Christ, the anointed one. He is 
also the Word of God and more so, God the Word!      

➢ We understand that He is the Messiah. He is also Life itself.   
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➢ We understand that He is the Word made flesh. And we will see 
Him in His Glory. The Glory before the foundations of the world 
were laid.  

➢ We understand that He is the Beginning, the Alpha. And we will 
know Him has the End, the Omega and the completer of every 
prophecy and promise.   

➢ We understand that He is The Prophet. But we will know Him 
as our King.  

➢ We understand Him as the Lamb on the Altar of Sacrifice. We 
will see Him triumphant on His throne seated at the right hand 
of His Father.  

Today, we saw how four working men came to know Jesus. Their 
knowledge was, like ours, incomplete. But their mustard seed of faith 
was enough.  We saw Andrew as he responded to his teacher’s 
preaching of Jesus as the Lamb of God. We witnessed how that Lamb 
became his Messiah!  We saw how Andrew brought his brother Simon 
to meet Jesus. And we saw how Jesus gave me a new name and one 
that would take years to fulfill.  We saw how with two simple words, 
“Follow Me” Philip took the first step of his eternal life with the One 
who fulfilled the Law and the Prophets.  And finally, we saw 
Nathanael who was truly understood by Jesus of Nazareth. It was 
enough to call Him the ‘Son of God and the King of Israel’.   

This day and every day you draw a breath on this earth can be like 
that incredible experience of your re-birth.  Each and every day can be 
another revelation of Who Jesus is. Every day can bring a fresh 
understanding, a deeper impression of His Messiahship, His 
LORDSHIP, His Kingship, His utter Humanity and the fullness of His 
Deity.   

Every day you can grow closer to Him as you abide in Him. And in 
that abiding you can ask for anything you desire because His desires 
for you become your desires of Him.  

Every day you have the opportunity to know deep satisfaction and 
experience His love, compassion, mercy, and grace.  

These things come as you purpose in your heart to sit at His feet and 
listen to each and every word He speaks.  Some day I too will learn to 
be still like His friend Mary and not run around trying to control 



9 | P a g e  
 

everything like His friend Martha. I will learn the truth that He is 
God, and I am not. I will stop trying to be a god to those around me 
but rather become the servant I was called to be.   

But none of this happens without a single step.  Are we still moving 
forward?  It doesn’t matter how old we are, how much we creak, pop 
or groan. Just one simple step for today. And our gracious LORD will 
turn to face you and perhaps ask you, “What do you seek?”. Tell Him 
because even though He already knows, He loves to hear your voice as 
much as you desire to hear His.  Perhaps He will simply gaze into 
your eyes and say, “Follow Me!”.  Don’t panic; don’t worry; and Fear 
not because He will never leave you nor forsake you. And perhaps He 
will invite you in to that place of abiding that day with the words, 
“Come and See”.  

And just when you think you’ve seen all of Him, He will tell you that 
there are still greater things to see if you only take one more step to: 

Walk HIS Way,  Live His Truth, and Share HIS Life! 

  

 

 

 

 

   


