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John 1:1-5 NKJV  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  (2)  He was in the beginning with 
God.  (3)  All things were made through Him, and without Him 
nothing was made that was made.  (4)  In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men.  (5)  And the light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not comprehend it. 
 

This is the passage we studied last week. It is without a doubt the 
foundation on which hangs ALL of Scripture, both OT and the NT. If 
He is not the Word of God and God the Word then there is no true life 
at all and therefore, we are shackled to the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil whose fruit produces death and a lusting to be God because, 
after all, we know better than God.    
 

But thank God that there were two trees in the Garden. He offered 
Adam a better Tree from which he and Eve could eat. God explained 
that the other tree would lead to death. This Tree bears fruit unto 
eternal life.  This Tree is real as we just learned from Revelation 22:2.  
But I am compelled to think that He is the True Tree of Life because 
He is the source of all life.   

And because: 
 

Colossians 1:15-20 NKJV  (15)  He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn over all creation.  (16)  For by Him all things 
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.  
(17)  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.  
(18)  And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He 
may have the preeminence.  (19)  For it pleased the Father that 
in Him all the fullness should dwell,  (20)  and by Him to 
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood 
of His cross. 

 

Like Genesis 1:1, John 1:1 is Truth, and the rest is all commentary. 
 

Today we are going to look at two men. One is called John the 
Baptizer the other, in the verses we will cover, is not named.   
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He and John were cousins and John was older by several months. 
Both were prophets sent by God. And, like most prophets before 
them, they were killed because of the message they brought. It was a 
simple message that was stronger than any two-edged sword which 
cut open the very heart of mankind – they both declared “repent” and 
turn from the sin that keeps you in bondage. But men and women 
loved the darkness and hated the light. It would be easier to kill the 
messenger than obey the message. 
 

But when you look a little deeper, you see that their similarities end. 
Yes, both were killed for their message. But John’s mission was to 
reveal the Solution to the issue of a deceitful and wicked heart of 
stone. His mission was to be the Solution that could transform the 
stony heart into a heart of flesh that could be molded into an image of 
the Father’s precious Son. John’s death was swift, and life went on 
without him. His death was a slow and excruciatingly painful and life 
went on. The difference was that His death brought eternal life to 
those who believed Him and therefore eternal life could go on with 
Him.  
 

Let’s look at what the Apostle John wrote about each man. We begin 
in verse 6 of Chapter 1.   
 

John 1:6-14 NKJV  There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John.  (7)  This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all through him might believe.  (8)  He was not that Light, 
but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  (9)  That was the true 
Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.   
 

The John about which John speaks is not the writer John.  
 

The word “witness” is another important word used by John. It 
appears in 16 verses in His Gospel account and 10 other times 
in his letters and Revelation.  It is used a total 65 times in the 
NT and over 50 times in the OT.   

 

Why is this so important?  We need to understand that we 
can be a true witness or a false witness. As a witness we are 
testifying to the truth of a matter. We are putting our entire 
reputation on the line and the reputation of the one for whom 
we are a witness.  
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At a higher level, the truth is that “truth matters” to God. He is 
Truth and knows the value of Truth. He knows the Father of 
Lies and knows the destruction that lies can bring. The Big Lie 
in the Garden brought death and sin into a perfect world and to 
every living thing. It also brought the disintegration of all 
relationships (as first seen with Cain and Abel) but especially 
and more importantly our relationship with God.    
 

But John was no ordinary witness. John was sent by God for a 
difficult task. His birth is recorded elsewhere. Let’s examine 
some passages.   
 

Luke 1:13-17 NKJV  But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, 
Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.  (14)  And you 
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.  
(15)  For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and 
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's 
womb.  (16)  And he will turn many of the children of 
Israel to the Lord their God.  (17)  He will also go 
before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 'TO TURN 
THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN,' 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord." 

 

His birth was announced by an Angel to John as he 
attended to Lamp, Showbread and Incense in the Holy 
Place.  He would be filled with the Holy Spirit even in his 
mother’s womb. His mission was to “make ready a people 
prepared for the LORD.  He would accomplish this in the 
spirit and power of Elijah.  
 

Luke 1:76-79 NKJV  "And you, child, will be called the prophet 
of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord 
to prepare His ways,  (77)  To give knowledge of 
salvation to His people By the remission of their sins,  
(78)  Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the 
Dayspring from on high has visited us;  (79)  To give light to 
those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our 
feet into the way of peace." 
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His father prophesized right after his birth. John would go 
before the LORD to prepare His ways. John would give 
knowledge of salvation to the people. He couldn’t forgive 
their sins, but he certainly would shine a light on the path 
to the One who could! 
  

The word “Dayspring” is only found here in all Scriptures. 
The word means “sun rise” or “dawn” and it pictures the 
Messiah in many places in the OC Scriptures: 
 

2 Samuel 23:3-4 NKJV  The God of Israel said, The 
Rock of Israel spoke to me: 'He who rules over men 
must be just, Ruling in the fear of God.  (4)  And he 
shall be like the light of the morning when the sun 
rises, A morning without clouds, Like the tender 
grass springing out of the earth, By clear shining 
after rain.' 
 

Isaiah 9:2 NKJV  The people who walked in 
darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt 
in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a 
light has shined. 
 

And, of course, John 1:4-5, which records the fulfillment 
of all those prophesies: 
 

John 1:4-5 NKJV  In Him was life, and the life was 
the light of men.  (5)  And the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

 

Like Him, there’s little to no information regarding His early 
life.  But we read about his adult life in several of the Gospel 
accounts.  

 

Matthew 3:1-3 NKJV  In those days John the Baptist came 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea,  (2)  and saying, 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"  (3)  For 
this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, 
saying: "THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE 
WILDERNESS: 'PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD; 
MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT.' " 
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Even He spoke about John: 
 

Luke 7:28 NKJV  For I say to you, among those born of 
women there is not a greater prophet than John the 
Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he." 

  

Why is John so important?  John was a human “bob-cat”. He 
plowed the high places of pride and leveled the low places of 
shame and guilt to make a pathway straight to the Face of God. 
He did this in order for everyone to experience the Word and 
what only He, the Word of God,  could provide: forgiveness of 
sin.  

 

But for this moment, John immediately switches from the Witness 
back to the Word: 
 

John 1:10-14  He was in the world, and the world was made through 
Him, and the world did not know Him.  (11)  He came to His own, 
and His own did not receive Him.  (12)  But as many as received 
Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name:  (13)  who were born, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  (14)  And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 

O how we could spend days on this passage.  Let’s see if we can 
plumb the depths of it without getting so deep that we lose sight 
of Him.  
 

First, the Apostle John or even John the Baptist have not even 
told us His name. In these 5 verses John uses the word 
(He/Him/His) nine times.  Perhaps, at this moment, His name 
is not as important as Who He Is!   
 

Who is He?  Well, the world was made thru Him therefore 
He is the Creator God of Genesis 1. We also know from Genesis 
1 that this Person is a unity of Persons for God Himself said 
("Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness” 
Genesis 1:26A)   We also know that He is the Word who was 
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with God and is God from John 1:1.  
 

We know that He came into the world He created. The Apostle 
John was well aware of the birth stories of Him and did not 
repeat them. His birth was certainly not a temporary 
appearance which we call theophanies of Christophanies.  He 
came into the world as a baby and grew into a man. 

And when the Apostle John wrote this, he understood two 
things: 

• The world this Person came into did not understand Him or 
recognize Him. This is the saddest commentary on mankind. 
Mankind was created in His image, but it is tragically ironic 
that His “image bearers” have sunk so deep in the quicksand 
of sin that they couldn’t recognize Him.  This is as true today 
as it was in John’s day. 

• He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.  
There are two general meanings here. This refers to either 
the Lost Sheep of the House of Israel (all those who rejected 
Him)  or to both Jews and Gentiles who are His own by the 
fact of His personhood. Many like the latter meaning because 
of:  

a. John 13:1 NKJV  Now before the Feast of the Passover, 
when [HE] Jesus knew that His hour had come that He 
should depart from this world to the Father, having 
loved His own who were in the world, He loved 
them to the end. 

b. But I favor the former meaning because it makes sense 
and is supported by the time He went back to Nazareth 
and taught in the synagogue there. When He finished, 
the people were both astonished and skeptical.  

i. Matthew 13:57-58 NKJV  So they were offended 
at Him. But [HE] Jesus said to them, "A prophet 
is not without honor except in his own country 
and in his own house."  (58)  Now He did not do 
many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief. 

 

The word “receive” has the idea of “taking hold”.  But we just saw how 
the world and His own treated Him.  Perhaps this was to fulfill Isaiah 
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53:1  

Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the 
LORD been revealed? Isaiah 53:1 NKJV   

 

The heartbreaking answer is “too few have believed even though 
many have had the truth revealed to them.” 

 

I must ask the hard questions:  Have we received Him?  Do we 
confess Christ and our relationship with Him?   
 

If we have, do we cling to Him through His Word and through 
our prayers?   Or because of worldly pressures, have we 
distanced ourselves from His Name and Presence? 
  

If we have not received Him as God and Savior, why not? Is it 
your stubborn pride?  Is it because it must all make sense?  I 
already told you that if God made sense, He wouldn’t be God.  
 

Put yourself in a place of humility and let this day be a day that 
salvation has come to this House of God.  
  

 

(12)  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name:  (13)  who 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.  

 

The Good News is many have received Him, “not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing 
of the Holy Spirit”. Titus 3:5 NKJV   
 

If You received Him, if you took hold of Him and believed in 
His Name, that is, His totality of being a Man and God, He then, 
by His grace though faith granted you the privilege, the right, 
the capacity to become a child of the Living God.  The KJV uses 
the word “power” instead of “right”. But that’s a poor 
translation of the word that “right” and leads to bad theology of 
salvation by works.  
 

John is speaking of becoming a child of God, not of blood, that 
is, not of natural descent, nor of the will of the flesh, that is, by a 
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human decision but by the will of God working in the 
individual by the mysterious work of the Holy Spirit.  To God 
alone be the Glory!! 
 

(14)  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.  

He was not a man before His birth. He was God and God is 
Spirit. But God purposed in eternity past that the Son would 
become a man, that is, born of the flesh.  His Son would 
“tabernacle” with the people He created to bring the 
Promised Seed and the Blessing of the Nations to the world. 
The Greek word for “dwell” is “tent” which evokes images of 
the Tabernacle of Meeting where God descended in a cloud 
to speak to Moses and then to the High Priest.  It also implies 
that He lived among us for a while because tents were a 
temporary abode.  
 

The Word of God, God the Word condescended to become 
one of the creatures He created. God came and added 
humanity to His nature. He is not a man to whom divinity 
was added as some Christian cults believe.  
 

The Apostle John confirms this by speaking of His Glory. 
Could this glory be the glory that he, James, and Peter 
witnessed on the Mount of Transfiguration?  Or could it 
simply be as a witness to His wisdom, His miracles, His 
death and of course, His resurrection?  I think it’s both! 

 

And for the first time in all of the Gospels, John calls the 
Word who became flesh, “the only begotten of the Father”. 
The phrase “only begotten” is only used 5 times in the 
Gospels and Acts, four times in the Gospel of John!   It is a 
single word in the Greek and means “uniquely born”, that is, 
there is absolutely no other human being in all of God’s 
creation that is 100% God and 100% Man. He is completely 
different than any man.  Grace and Truth are in Him to the 
Fullest and this revelation of Who He Is was given in a 
gracious and truthful way.  
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In these 14 verses, we have not heard the Name of the One of whom 
John the Apostle and John the Baptizer spoke. His Name will not be 
revealed until verse 17.  Was this done on purpose?  I think so.  I 
believe the Holy Spirit is teaching us the mystery of He who has not 
been Named. The Spirit of God wants us to know without a shadow of 
doubt that the Apostle John is writing about God, who in times past, 
manifested Himself as a man, but in John’s day, the Word was God 
who allowed Himself to become a man through the Seed of a Woman.   
 

The Spirit is being confrontational – what will we do with the Truth of 
Who He Is?  Without His Name the reader will not be distracted by 
His humanity because the Truth is that God, the Great I AM, once 
again stepped down from Heaven but this time as a baby born to a 
virgin who was called Emanuel – God with us, but perhaps even 
more, God became us.  
 

I want to leave you with a prayer spoken by the Apostle Paul:  

I pray, like Paul,  
 

“that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him,  (18)  the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, 
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  
(19)  and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward 
us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power  
(20)  which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the 
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  
(21)  far above all principality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in that which is to come.  (22)  And He put all things 
under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the 
church,  (23)  which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all 
in all” Ephesians 1:17-23 

 

Pray for wisdom, pray for revelation, pray for knowledge of Him in all 
His fullness.  Pray in humility and He will lift you up for He gives 
grace to the humble but will resist the proud. 

 

 


