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In the last several weeks we have concentrated our attention on Jesus, 
the only begotten Son of the Father.  In chapter 1, we have read 
various testimonies of several witnesses. These men began to follow 
Jesus. They became His students and eventually all but one came to 
be His Apostles (meaning “sent ones”). 
 

This week we will read about the first of 7 signs Jesus performed. 
(Slide).  I’m going to have the seven “signs” in my notes as well. These 
7 are agreed upon by many people but there are differences. All told, 
Jesus performed over 45 miracles or signs during His ministry on 
earth.   
 

Strangely, it’s not until John chapter 20 where the Apostle John tells 
why he wrote about these signs in his Gospel account:  
 

John 20:30-31 NKJV  And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book;  (31)  
but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 

 

These signs or miracles were expressly written as a testimony of Jesus 
which would bring people into believing that Jesus was the Messiah, 
that He was the Son of God and that by believing one would be 
granted eternal life.  
 

There’s no guarantee that one WILL be saved after reading these 
signs, but John’s hope was that they MAY come to believe in Him. 
These are not magic potions that convert the soul if simply read.  
John is trying to convey to the reader the uniqueness and the deity of 
Jesus. I was surprised myself that His resurrection was not included. 
But that would be 8.  People love the number 7 because it symbolizes 
completeness. But, to me, 8, which represents new beginnings and 
“foreverness” is also appropriate.   
 

The 7 Signs of Jesus recorded in the book of John: 
 

1. Water Turned to Wine ( John 2:1-11) 

2. Healing of the (Nobleman’s) Son Near Death ( John 4:46-54) 

3. Healing of the Lame Man at the Pool ( John 5:1-17) 

4. Feeding of the Five Thousand ( John 6:1-15) 

5. Walking on the Water ( John 6:16-21) 
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6. Healing of the Man Born Blind ( John 9:1-41) 

7. Raising of Lazarus from the Dead ( John 11:1-47)  OR as 
some say, the Resurrection of Jesus (John 20). 

 
We will, of course, be reading about the first sign this morning along 
with other things He did at the beginning of His Ministry, hence the 

title:  Wedding, Woman, Water, Wine, Whip, and Wariness.  

First, let’s read about some Wedding, Woman, WATER and 

the WINE. 

John 2:1-12 NKJV  On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of 
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.  (2)  Now both Jesus and 
His disciples were invited to the wedding.  (3)  And when they ran out 
of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine."  (4)  
Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with 
Me? My hour has not yet come."  (5)  His mother said to the servants, 
"Whatever He says to you, do it."  (6)  Now there were set there six 
waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the 
Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.  (7)  Jesus said to 
them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the 
brim.  (8)  And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to 
the master of the feast." And they took it.  (9)  When the master of the 
feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know 
where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.  (10)  And he 
said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and 
when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the 
good wine until now!"  (11)  This beginning of signs Jesus did in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples 
believed in Him.  (12)  After this He went down to Capernaum, He, 
His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they did not stay 
there many days. 

 

Before we dive into the “Wedding Incident”, let’s explore 
the nature of signs and why they are so important.  

 

Clearly all of Jesus’ signs are miracles.  But Jesus didn’t do them just 
to show off, although walking on the Sea of Galilee was really cool. 
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Jesus did them, I think, for 3 reasons: 
1. There was a need.  
2. Jesus showed His compassion and mercy. 
3. To reveal who he was. There were several miracles that the 

Rabbis taught would on be performed by King Messiah: 
a. Healing a leper (because it was said that leprosy was 

caused by sin) [Matthew 8:1-4; Luke 4:24-30;  Luke 17:11-
19] 

b. Healing someone who was mute because of a demon 
(because rabbis said one had to know the name of a 
demon to cast it out),  [Matthew 9:32-34; Mark 5:1-20;  
Luke 8:26-39] 

c. Healing someone who was born blind (because 
blindness at birth was believed to be caused by a curse of 
God) [John 9] 

d. Raising someone from the dead after 4 days 
(because rabbis taught that a soul lingered around a body 
for 3 days after death but no longer than that. I’m not 
saying that idea is true, it’s just what they taught and 
Jesus took advantage of it). [John 11] 

 
But any sign that was outside the natural realm, that is, it was 

contrary to a law of nature, was considered a miracle.  The 

difference between a sign and a miracle is that a sign is meant to 

point to something significance about the person or event.  In this 

case, the signs show Jesus as Someone greater than the illegitimate 
son of Mary as many scoffers believed Him to be. These signs were 

a testimony of the Scriptures and of His deity, “…for no one can do 

these signs that He did [You do] unless God is with him." 

Now, the wedding: 

The most prevalent false idea that has been fostered in the world is 

that, in actuality, this was Jesus’ wedding. We who read the Word 
of God know that this was NOT Jesus’ wedding as some “Christian 

cults” and even non-Christians believe. Jesus never married and 

never had children. Remember the DaVinci Code?  How many 

Christian authors wrote books to explain to believers that none of 

it was true when all they had to do is read the Bible?    
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Now, in terms of when this took place,  we know that Jesus had 

already started His ministry;  He had already been baptized by 

John and therefore He had already experienced the devil’s 
temptations in the wilderness. Therefore, this is not the third day 

since He started out, but it is likely that it is the 3rd day after He 

met Nathaniel. 

The location of the wedding is a town called Cana. (btw: Nathanael 

was from Cana). (MAP Slide). Some believe it may have been a 

relative of Mary’s since these were “family affairs”.  We know that 
her other children were there (from verse 12) and so was Jesus. He 

also had His disciples with Him because that they would have been 

with their Rabbi 24x7. . The disciples who were with Him were 

Andrew, Peter, Philip, Nathanael, James, and his brother, the 

disciple whom Jesus loved. 

Jewish weddings were a very big deal even in these ancient times.  
They might last up to 7 days. It was the responsibility of the 

parents to ensure that there was more than enough food and wine. 

If something ran out, it could spell disaster for the family, even 

plunging them into disgrace.   

For whatever reason, the wine did run out. Mary took it upon 

herself to tell Jesus. She actually didn’t ask Him to provide wine, 
she simply stated, “they had no wine”.  Jesus’s response seems to 

upset a lot of readers who considered His response as being rude, 

especially to one’s mother. (Slide)  Today, one might respond 

with “sounds like a personal problem to me”. Now, that’s rude.  

But the word “Woman” could be thought of as “dear woman”.    

Jesus and Mary have come to a place in their relationship where 
He needed her to accept who He was (that is, who she knew Him 

to be even from before His Conception!).  Mary couldn’t follow 

Jesus because He was her son but because He was God’s Son.  She 

also needed to hear that He was in control of His ministry which 

like His death, was planned and ordained from eternity past. As 

the song says, “the baby you delivered would soon deliver you! 

Mary understands and tells the servants, “do what He tells you”. 

It’s vague enough to allow Jesus to decide what to do. He could 
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have told them “no thanks” and turned away. But Jesus knows how 

important it is to His hosts, so He has 6 stone water pots filled with 

water. How large the pots were is left to conjecture.  I can’t 
imagine what is running through the minds of the servants!  “Is He 

nuts?  They need wine, not water. And why are we filling the pots 

used to fill up the ritual baths?”.  But they did and even filled them 

to the brim (did they want to ensure that He wasn’t going to add 

some to the water and then have that served to the guests?)  Wine 

was often diluted with water to make it last longer.  But no sooner 
than the pots were filled, Jesus tells them to get a ladle full and 

give it to the master of the feast.  The master of the feast is so 

impressed with the wine he compliments the bridegroom!  “Oh, 

how wonderful it is that you saved the best for last!”. 

How Long Does it Take to Make Wine at Home? 2 

months is the minimum time taken from start to finish until 
you can drink your homemade wine. However, the longer you 

let your wine age the better the taste will be. 

The fermentation of wine alone generally takes a minimum of 2 

weeks, and then 2-3 weeks of aging before it's even ready to 

bottle. 

By an act of His will, with neither word nor action, Jesus turned 
ordinary water, not newly crushed grapes, into wine!  The water 

was transformed into something delicious and presumably, it had 

some alcoholic content.  This is certainly why John wrote that this 

was the beginning of the signs Jesus did!    

What was the purpose of this particular sign?  In chapter 1, we 
read a lot of testimonies and heard from several witnesses that 
Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world and the One who will baptize with the 
Holy Spirit. These were all true, but Jesus had not shown Himself 
to be all that the witnesses said of Him.  This morning we read a 
couple of verses that John wrote that spoke of the purpose of ALL 
the signs.  The signs were given that you, the reader of this Gospel, 
may “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing you may have life in His name”. 
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Did anyone believe in Him after the wine was provided?  John says 
that only the disciples believed. It appears that other than His mother 
and the servants, no one knew where the wine came from. But that 
doesn’t mean that the sign was wasted, so to speak.  His disciples had 
to see their Messiah be Messiah. Turning water into wine was 
certainly a sign of His Messiahship. And it was also a sign of His deity 
for this truly was a miracle and not a parlor trick.   
 

Was there another meaning hidden, as it were, in the stone pots of 
water?  This water was used in an OT ritual of make oneself clean. It 
was an outward sign that was supposed to show that the person was 
making an inward change.  But the Law and its sacrificial system 
cannot make anyone perfect.  Now Jesus the Messiah comes and 
shows a better way:  Be transformed, like this water, into a new 
creation. Only Jesus can perform this transformation. It starts with 
our salvation but immediately becomes something deeper, something 
more than clean water in a stone pot.  The water was converted into 
wine. We are converted into a new creation. The converted wine 
brought joy to the feast;  our conversion will bring unspeakable joy 
when our redemption is complete and we dine at the heavenly feast, 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.   Our conversion begins 
immediately at the moment we are born-again because the Promise of 
the Father, the Holy Spirit, comes and dwells within us.   
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJV  (17)  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new. 
 

Jesus spoke of this by using wine and wineskins as an example: 
 

Matthew 9:16-17 NKJV  No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth 
on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the garment, 
and the tear is made worse.  (17)  Nor do they put new wine into 
old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, 
and the wineskins are ruined. But they put new wine into new 
wineskins, and both are preserved." 

 

The old is the Law, the new is life we have in Christ. They are 
mutually exclusive.  
 

Our conversion goes beyond our salvation. It’s strange because our 
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salvation, our sanctification, and our justification are all immediate 
and yet, our conversion, our transformation appears to be a life-long 
struggle.  Why?  I think it’s because we are “human doings” instead of 
“human beings”.  We must have steps, we must have checklists, we 
must be worker bees. I’m not saying that these things are bad in 
themselves. But perhaps we need fewer Christian self-help books and 
more time at our Master’s feet – listening to His every word that 
seems to jump off the pages of the Scriptures and into our hearts and 
minds.  
 

This is the lesson of the wine. There wasn’t a written recipe that He 
had to follow to the letter. He didn’t slave over the preparations. He 
simply purposed in His heart, “Let there be wine…and it was very 
good”. Jesus does the same with something more precious than water 
or wine:  He has made us into a new creation and now He is waiting 
for us to see it for ourselves.  We’re running on empty trying to 
become the person He’s already made us to be, that is,  a complete 
child of God. We’re trying to make the changes that He’s already 
made. We’re trying to do all we can to make ourselves into the person 
we assume He wants us to be, when in fact, there’s nothing we can do. 
We must stop trying to do His job and submit our will to His will. We 
need to allow the Holy Spirit to manifest the changes He’s made 
already. One of the most difficult things we have to do is to 
understand that we were bought at a price and are no longer slaves to 
unrighteousness but bondservants of the King of all life, not living for 
ourselves but rather for Him by abiding in Him as He abides in us.  
 

This first sign was wrapped around a wedding. This beginning of 

signs was a sign of our union with Him. The joining of the bride and 

groom was a sign of a NEW covenant of marriage that He would 

institute after a 3 year betrothal.  This sign also included His leaving 

His mother to cling to another, His Bride. This sign included a picture 
of the Cup of Redemption filled to the brim with wine, that is, His 

precious blood that continues to overflow with love. This sign 

included a picture of the perfection of who we are in Jesus, the true 

lover of our souls.  This sign is a picture of “One Flesh” where we 

rejoice being One with Him because: 

• In our Jesus there is no condemnation  
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• In our Jesus nothing exists that can separate us from the love of 

God 

• In our Jesus we are triumphant and overcomers 

• In our Jesus we are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places   

• In our Jesus we draw from a bottomless well of living water 

which fills our very being with hope, faith, grace, mercy, and 

especially love 

• In our Jesus we have all the promises of God fulfilled now and 

forever 

• In our Jesus we are complete 
 

We have a choice set before us:  Be still and know that Jesus is God or 

exhaust ourselves trying to perfect our lives that are already perfected 

by being In Christ. But Pastor Stu, you know that we are far from 

perfect. There’s this flesh with which we must battle – and we often 
lose the fight!   But He tells us:  “whatever is born of God overcomes 

the world” because He has overcome the world!  Our faith is not 

tacked on once we believe; Our faith is rooted and grounded in His 

faith. Remember!  We are “one flesh”, perfectly united with Him. But 

Pastor Stu, what can I do to make this all work for me?  Do you not 

know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?  Is it not enough to have 
the Spirit of the Living God in You?   Do you refuse to believe the 

signs set before your very eyes?  Will you continue to live by sight of 

the eyes and not by the faith of Christ? 

Oh God, forgive me when I forget You and strive to fix my life by my 

own efforts!  Oh LORD, help me understand who I am in Christ Jesus 

my Husband.  Then help me to do what You require of me:   To do 
justly, To love mercy, To walk humbly with my God?   Oh LORD, I 

believe!  Help my unbelief!  Help me to know that I am in Christ and 

that my life can and must be lived through Christ.  And help me to 

know that “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 

but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
(Galatians 2:20 NKJV)   


