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Last week we read many things about being “born again”.  Being 
“born again” is also called being “born from above” or “born of the 
Spirit”.  It is a “rebirth” of a new creation where the LORD puts His 
law into our mind and writes it upon our hearts. It is where the LORD 
cleanses us from all filthiness and removes the idols we have carved. 
And, as promised, the LORD creates in us a clean heart and His Spirit 
comes and dwells in us. This is often not felt but nonetheless, it is 
true. And while it occurs instantaneously, it takes a life time of being 
formed and reformed by the mighty hands of God. 
 
John hinted at it in Chapter 1: 
 

John 1:12-13 NKJV  But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe 
in His name:  (13)  who were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

As a Christian, the phrase, “who’s your daddy” takes on a whole new 
meaning for we have been born of God, who is our true Father in 
heaven!  

So, how are we born from above?  First and foremost, we are reborn 
because of the will of God. The mystery is that it is His grace that 
causes us to believe.  The last verse we read last week was: 

John 3:12 NKJV  If I have told you earthly things and you do 
not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 

 

Nicodemus saw the world through the lens of the Law.  Jesus is trying 
to teach him heavenly things through the lens of the Spirit of Grace.  
Things “under the sun”, earthly things, are not good enough to get us 
into heaven. Only the heavenly things are able to bring us in. The key 
word is “believe”. 

The OT & NT words for “belief” have similar meanings: 

1. To have faith 
2. To entrust or trust 
3. To commit 
4. To have conviction or being persuaded or having assurance. 
5. To rely upon by an inward certainty 
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It’s not just a feeling because our feelings are unreliable.  And it’s not 
just based on “seeing is believing” because many saw the signs and 
miracles that Jesus did and still did not believe! 

Biblical belief is a decision to put your trust in and rely on Someone 
who is worthy of such devotion. It is clinging to an invisible God who 
has shown that what you hope for (life beyond this earth) is as real as 
the dirt your feet walk upon.  God has presented evidence for His 
existence and more than enough evidence of His Goodness to give all 
of us the assurance of eternal life if you simply believe in Him.  The 
evidence is all around you and the evidence has been chronicled in 66 
books that reveal the character of man and the grace of God to save 
the most unworthy creatures on earth.    
 

In this passage of Chapter 3, Jesus could have straightened out 
Nicodemus’ faulty religious beliefs. He could have told him that the 
oral law is not superior or more authoritative than the written word. 
He could have said that he was making his religious practices into an 
idol that was as worthless as any carved image of the “gentiles”.  But 
Jesus simply said, “you must be born again”.  Why? Because the thing 
people, all people, crave the most cannot be satisfied by anything or 
anyone on earth.  God has placed eternity into our hearts. That 
eternity is not just a place called “the kingdom of God” but a person 
called Jesus, the Son of Man, the Son of God.   

 

Today we continue with Jesus’ teaching of the Teacher of Israel, 
Nicodemus. Let’s read the last part of the passage then we will discuss 
it. Notice that it is only Jesus speaking. Nicodemus is silent, perhaps 
trying to contemplate the Truth of what he is hearing: 

John 3:13-21 NKJV  No one has ascended to heaven but He who came 
down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.  (14)  
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up,  (15)  that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life.  (16)  For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  (17)  For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.  (18)  "He who believes in Him is not 
condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, 
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because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God.  (19)  And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.  (20)  For everyone practicing evil hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.  (21)  But 
he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be 
clearly seen, that they have been done in God." 
 

So, let’s begin: 
 

(John 3:13 NKJV)  No one has ascended to heaven but He who came 
down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 

 

Proverbs 3o verse 4 asks some questions that perhaps explain 
what Jesus is saying here: 

 

Proverbs 30:4 NKJV  Who has ascended into heaven, or 
descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who 
has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established 
all the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is 
His Son's name, If you know? 

The answer to these questions and to Jesus’ statement to 
Nicodemus is, God and specifically, His Son.  

 

With verse 13, Jesus establishes His authority as the only One who 
was in heaven and came down from Heaven.  This is the second time 
He has used the title, “Son of Man”, the first was in John 1:51. Note 
that this phrase is used 81 times in the Gospel accounts. Jews, and 
especially Nicodemus,  would understand it as the same “Son of Man” 
described in Daniel 7:12-13: 
 

Daniel 7:13-14 NKJV  "I was watching in the night visions, And 
behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of 
heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him 
near before Him.  (14)  Then to Him was given dominion and 
glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which 
shall not be destroyed. 
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Not only did He declare that He was the Son of Man, but in the next 
verse He also told Nicodemus about His purpose in coming down 
from heaven: 
 
(John 3:14 NKJV)  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  (15)  that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

You probably remember the story of the children of Israel when 
they were traveling to the Promised Land. It’s found in 
Numbers 21.  The people were not happy with the LORD and 
accused Him of not providing for them. They even accused Him 
of giving them “worthless bread”.  It’s not inappropriate to 
mention that symbolically, they were calling the Bread of Life, 
the Bread that came down from Heaven, worthless! 
 
So, then came the poisonous snakes. Many were killed. As 
usual, the grumblers begged for relief and Moses interceded. 
The LORD told Moses to make a “fiery serpent” out of bronze 
and put it on a pole. If anybody was bitten by a snake they had 
to just look up and gaze upon the bronze serpent so that the bite 
would have no effect.  In other words, if anybody believed that 
just by looking at the bronze serpent would keep them from 
dying a horribly painful death, it was enough to keep them alive.  
 
Think about our lives. Before we were believers there was a 
poison coursing through your veins because Adam was bitten by 
a poisonous snake. Just as sure as your heart beats, you know 
that you have been given a death sentence.  You see so many 
others dropping dead and you are scared. You don’t know what 
to do! You begin to panic but that just makes the poison travel 
faster through your body.  Then, a man comes along and says, 
“you don’t have to die!  just look at this snake I just fashioned 
out of bronze, and you will live!  Everyone will be bitten; 
everyone will die unless they look upon the snake”.  You think, 
“that’s crazy” but then you see that all of those who have 
stopped and are looking up at the one that is lifted up, are not 
dropping dead. You scream out, “that can’t be!  That doesn’t 
make sense! It’s impossible that something hanging on a piece 
of wood can cure me!”.   What will you do?   Believe and live?  
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Resist or Reject then die?  All it takes is believing in the One 
hanging on the pole.  
 
About 2000 years later,  a Man became the True Bronze 
Serpent who would be lifted up in judgment of the poison 
running through our flesh. If anyone believed that His death 
would satisfy the penalty for their sins, they would live forever! 
 

(John 3:16 NKJV)  For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life. 
 

Jesus told Nicodemus that He had the authority and the means 
to save the souls of mankind. Not just the Jews, not just the 
God-fearers, but the entire world of “whosoevers” who believe 
in Him.  
 

God loves what His Creation, especially those who were created 
in His image!  God “so loved” means He loves extravagantly 
because that is who He is : God is love.  His love was carried on 
the wings of His compassion, His mercy, and His grace. It took 
flight and then lit upon a cross. 
 
It would take that kind of love to save us considering the depth 
of our sin natures.  That kind of love that should prove beyond a 
shadow of doubt that God was serious about saving the World 
because He was willing to offer up His Son, His Only begotten 
Son whose death was our death. He was the undeserved who 
came down to save the deserved.    
  
And like the Bronze Serpent, we too gazed transfixed on His 
face and remember why he died. Believing in His Name, that is, 
knowing that He is both willing and able to save and believing 
in His faithfulness, His trustworthiness, and His Sacrifice 
causes Him to give each sinner the right to become a child of 
God and co-heir with Him, the Son of God! 

 
(John 3:17 NKJV)  For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
(18)  "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
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name of the only begotten Son of God. (19)  And this is the 
condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
 

Jesus continues to explain the impact of this magnificent act of 
God. There is no condemnation for those who believe in Him.  
Being condemned already simply means that our condemnation 
was declared the moment of our birth. And why are we 
condemned? SIN and mankind’s love of it!  Men hate the light 
that Jesus brought to the world because it exposes their evil 
deeds. And it’s more than that, Jesus said that men love evil. 
Ironically, that love is also the same agape love that saved us. 
It’s the kind of love that people are willing to sacrifice their 
health, their sanity, and their relationships and any innocent 
soul that might get in their way of their selfish and warped 
desires.   
 

(John 3:20 NKJV)  For everyone practicing evil hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. (21)  But 
he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been done in God." 
 

Clearly, a single sin will not cause you to be condemned. It’s the 

state of the heart that causes you to continue in sin (not only 

“practicing” it but promoting or teaching others to follow your 

example). It the deceitful heart whose desire is that sin be kept 

in the dark, that is, unconfessed.  

By way of contrast, “practicing the TRUTH” is being in a 

constant state of doing the good things He desires of you AND 

doing them in a way that others will glorify God and not 

yourself.   

Summary: 

Many believe that men are good and sometimes they sin (…a lot!).  

But if mankind is basically good, then there’s no need for salvation or 

a Savior. It’s just a matter of education and training. For example, we 

have all recognized that there is racism in this country and we all 

consider it evil.  How do we fix it so that people don’t act this way?  

The best we can do, they say, is called Critical Race Theory. First, they 
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say, you must acknowledge that everything about country from its 

very beginnings has been against all those who are not white. Color 

good…white bad.  Therefore, all of our institutions like government, 

education, economics, law and justice are all racist at the core. To 

solutions exist:  1) tear them all down and rebuild using a better 

model or 2) educate and legislate to control racist behavior.  

The violence of the past year was the first solution.  The legislative 

agenda of our government is the second solution.  

Neither will work because that’s what mankind has been trying to do 

for millennium… has failed.  

Why?  Because the problem isn’t systemic racism it’s systemic sin. 

The solution isn’t Critical Race Theory, it’s Critical Grace Theory.  

At the core of Critical Grace Theory is God and His unfathomable 

grace towards mankind.  It also states that sin can not be fixed from 

the outside in,  and as they say in the south, that would be like putting 

lipstick on a pig.  Therefore, sin must be dealt with from the inside 

out. Jesus, the author of this Theory, said  “it is critical that you be 

born again”.  He said that being born from above brings life and 

transformation because being born under the sun is death.  

But He goes farther than that. He states that the proof of this theory 

of systemic sin and the grace of God that cures it, is: 

1) My Father sent Me, His Only Son, to earth.  

2) In sending Me, He gave Me to you as a full payment for your sin 

against God.  My Father did this out of His deep and gracious 

love for what He Created. 

3) That payment was made on an altar just as the Passover Lamb 

was slain for the sins of the people.  

4) When I left, He sent His Spirit to dwell in all who believe so that 

the work of Grace would not end. His grace will continue for 

you to bring inner transformation until I bring you, my Bride 

home.  

Unbelievers who do not agree with God’s assessment of mankind and 

its only cure, will spend eternity separated from Him.  They will be 

cast into the outer darkness where they can do nothing except wail 
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and grind their teeth. And after the resurrection and the white throne 

judgment, God will cast them into the Lake of Fire to be with the god 

of their own choosing:  the serpent of old, called the dragon, the devil 

and satan. Perhaps the pain of this hell will be knowing that they 

could have believed but chose to do life their way.  

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 

Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free! 

Rolling as a mighty ocean  

In its fullness over me! 

Underneath me, all around me, 

Is the current of Thy love 

Leading onward, leading homeward 

To Thy glorious rest above! 

 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, 

Spread His praise from shore to shore! 

How He loveth, ever loveth,  

Changeth never, nevermore! 

How He watches o'er His loved ones,  

Died to call them all His own; 

How for them He intercedeth,  

Watcheth o'er them from the throne! 

 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus,  

Love of every love the best! 

'Tis an ocean full of blessing,  

'Tis a haven giving rest! 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus,  

'Tis a heaven of heavens to me; 

And it lifts me up to glory,  

For it lifts me up to Thee! 

 

One final thought as you mediate on His love for you, personally.  I 

want to read a couple of verses out of Exodus: 

Exodus 4:30-31 NKJV  And Aaron spoke all the words which the 
LORD had spoken to Moses. Then he did the signs in the sight of the 
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people.  (31)  So the people believed; and when they heard that the 
LORD had visited the children of Israel and that He had looked on 
their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshiped. 

 

This is a picture of what happened when people saw the signs that 

Aaron did.  Jesus too performed signs in the sight of the people.  

Jesus too visited the children of Israel because He looked upon their 

affliction and came down.  Jesus saw that many believed just as 

Aaron and Moses witnessed.  But here’s the point:  they responded by 

humbling themselves and worshipping God.  

For us, it’s the same. Such a great salvation should compel us to 

respond. And how should we respond?  Worship. But let’s not limit 

this to Sunday’s or Wednesday’s. No, let it be as Paul implores us: 

Romans 12:1-2 NKJV  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  (2)  
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 

Salvation isn’t just for the Kingdom of God in heaven. It’s for the day-

to-day life we live “under the sun”. 

 


