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Last week was a powerful reminder of God’s love for the world He 
created. His love is unique. His love is transformative. His love is as 
infinite as it is perfect.  His love is so full of goodness that it can calm 
a raging storm that blows out of control in our very souls.   

 

This is love that shows itself, that proves itself and gives of itself. This 
is the kind of love that moved the heart of our Father God to send His 
Only Son out from a place of absolute perfection and unity to come to 
a place of death, darkness, pain, hate, violence, suffering, bondage 
and deep festering wounds.   

 

But the Father didn’t just send Him, He gave Him to fallen world that 
was lost to sin.  He didn’t send His Son to condemn sinners but to 
save them.  He didn’t send His Son to simply to clean us up on the 
outside or but to purify the inside.  He didn’t send His Son to simply 
forgive and forget but rather pay the penalty for all the sins of the 
world so that something precious that was broken in the Garden 
could be restored:  our relationship with our Creator and God.    

 

We know that a gift must be received. The gift that was offered is 
called the Word, the Messiah, the Son or the Lamb and He too must 
also be received. And, since this is a spiritual gift,  it is not received by 
our hands, but by faith which is mysteriously formed in our heart by 
the Holy Spirit.    

 

This week we will read the Baptizer’s last testimony. It’s as important 
as anything else he said about his Messiah and about himself.  Let’s 
first read the passage and then look at it in greater detail.  

 

John 3:22-36  After these things Jesus and His disciples came into 
the land of Judea, and there He remained with them and baptized.  
(23)  Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because 
there was much water there. And they came and were baptized.  (24)  
For John had not yet been thrown into prison. (25)  Then there arose 
a dispute between some of John's disciples and the Jews about 
purification.  (26)  And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, 
He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have 
testified—behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!"  (27)  
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John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing unless it has 
been given to him from heaven.  (28)  You yourselves bear me 
witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been sent before 
Him.'  (29)  He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of 
the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because 
of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.  (30)  
He must increase, but I must decrease.  (31)  He who comes from 
above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the 
earth. He who comes from heaven is above all.  (32)  And what He has 
seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony.  
(33)  He who has received His testimony has certified that God is 
true.  (34)  For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for 
God does not give the Spirit by measure.  (35)  The Father loves the 
Son, and has given all things into His hand.  (36)  He who believes in 
the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

 

John is speaking to his faithful disciples. But he is also speaking to us. 
The things we just read are as important as “Behold! The Lamb of 
God who takes away the sins of the world!”. 

 

(John 3:22)  After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the 
land of Judea, and there He remained with them and baptized.  (23)  
Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was 
much water there. And they came and were baptized.  (24)  For John 
had not yet been thrown into prison. 

 

Two men. Both sent from heaven to do the will of God. Both 
men, who were born and raised on earth,  have gathered 
disciples to them. One pointed to His Father in Heaven. The 
other pointed to God’s Son on earth. And both baptized with 
water.  

 

But Jesus had another baptism about which John declared: At 
some point, He would provide a different baptism:  not with 
water that testifies of our new relationship with God, but with 
the fire of the Holy Spirit who comes and dwells in our hearts to 
give us all we need to live out this relationship as a witness and 
testimony of what God has done for us.   
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(John 3:25)  Then there arose a dispute between some of John's 
disciples and the Jews about purification. (26)  And they came to 
John and said to him, "Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the 
Jordan, to whom you have testified—behold, He is baptizing, and all 
are coming to Him!"  
 

If you get a bunch of people together there’s bound to be a 
dispute over something silly.  I believe that this is a perfect 
example of spiritual pride. “Our church is better than your 
church. We have wonderful programs and beautiful grounds. 
Our building can hold 4000 people who can see and hear our 
pastor or our orchestra even from the nose-bleed section 
because of our $100,000 sound system and 20,000-inch 
jumbotron. And oh, by the way, praise the LORD!”.  I am not 
saying that these things are evil; I am saying that boasting about 
material things instead of boasting about Jesus is.  
 
John’s disciples were counting heads. Some denominations 
measure their success and spiritual health by the number of 
baptisms they perform. However, the only real evidence of a 
transformed life is a transformed life!    
 

(John 3:27)  John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing 
unless it has been given to him from heaven. (28)  You yourselves 
bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been 
sent before Him.' (29)  He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but 
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices 
greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine 
is fulfilled. 
 

John responds with the truth:  it’s a God-thing. He’s the one 
who does the giving.  In the context of this passage, John is 
saying that all ministries for God are given by God!   
 
And he continues,  if that doesn’t impress you, I already told 
you, ‘I AM not the Christ. I already said that He is the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world!  I am certainly not the 
bridegroom!  I am His friend and hearing His voice has filled 
me to over flowing with joy! 
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(John 3:30)  He must increase, but I must decrease. 

(slide) 
 
If we all could memorize this one simple verse and use it often,  
we wouldn’t want to boast about how much we have done for 
the LORD or judge another ministry.  
 
And note the order.  Give Jesus all the glory His deserves and 
humble yourself in the sight of the LORD.  Your ministry, your 
church, your lives are all “… of Him and through Him and to 
Him … to whom be glory forever.”  (Romans 11:36 NKJV) 

 

In other words, how can He increase if you are full of yourself!   
 

BTW:  I’m not saying this is easy. It will not come “naturally” 
because in our flesh nothing good dwells!  It’s a spiritual 
exercise of faith in Christ through our humble surrender to His 
will for us!   

 
(John 3:31)  He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the 
earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is 
above all.  (32)  And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; 
and no one receives His testimony.   
 

John tells His disciples about Jesus some more: 
1. He comes from above, that is, is origin is in heaven. 
2. Because He comes from above, He “out-ranks” all those who 

are on earth. We only know how to speak of things of the 
earth which have little or no value in His Kingdom. 

3. Because He is from above, He has seen and heard heavenly, 
spiritual things of which He testifies.  The Son of God is an 
eyewitness of all that exists, especially our Father in heaven.  

4. John’s disciples did not receive Jesus’ testimony because 
their eyes where fixed on the here and now and on John 
instead of Jesus.    
 

It’s almost as if the Baptizer was a fly on the wall when Jesus 
spoke to Nicodemus: 
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John 3:12-13  If I have told you earthly things and you do 
not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things?  (13)  No one has ascended to heaven but He who 
came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in 
heaven. 

 

John was truly a Prophet sent by God.  John was bold and 
assured that what He heard from God was True. He was willing 
to stake everything, including his own ministry, on the Truth.    

 
(John 3:33)  He who has received His testimony has certified that 
God is true.  
 

He who believes Jesus’s testimony has put his stamp upon it, so 
to speak,  and thereby solemnly attests to what he has heard.   
 
And what has he heard?  That God is True!  This can mean 
either that God’s prophetic Word is true concerning the 
Messiah or that the Son of God is true because of His testimony 
about heavenly things.   

 

John the Apostle would write later: 

 

“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is 
greater; for this is the witness of God which He has 
testified of His Son.  (10)  He who believes in the Son of 
God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe 
God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the 
testimony that God has given of His Son.  (11)  And this is 
the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son.  (12)  He who has the Son has life; he 
who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”  

1 John 5:9-12   

 
(John 3:34)  For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for 
God does not give the Spirit by measure. (35)  The Father loves the 
Son, and has given all things into His hand.  (36)  He who believes in 
the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall 



6 | P a g e  
 

not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 
 

John finishes his witness by testifying that Jesus only speaks 

what God tells Him. And what He speaks is because He is filled 

with the Holy Spirit given without restraints or limitations.     

God does this because He loves His Son!    

And finally, and most importantly, believing in the Son results 
in everlasting life because by receiving Him you have been given 
the right to become a child of God! 
 

If one decides not to believe in God’s only begotten Son, then 
there’s no atonement, no remedy for God’s wrath that already 
abides on the shoulders of all sinners.  

 

After this, there is not much written of the Baptizer in this Gospel. 

The other Gospels record his murder by the hand of Herod at the 

request of Herodias (the wife of his brother) through her daughter, 

Salome. 

But John did exactly what he was called to do: bear witness to the 
Light that was coming into the world.  He was in a position to take full 
advantage of his ministry and its success, but he did not. He could 
have claimed that he himself was the Messiah since he was so well 
known.  But John understood something that many need to 
understand:  I am not the Christ!   And because he did not 
succumb to any such temptations, and because he stayed faithful to 
his mission, I believe he heard His lord said to him, 'Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make 
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'  (Matthew 
25:21 NKJV) 
 

This is not achieved by greatness here on earth. It is achieved by 
humble submission to the will of God.  
 

He must increase, but I must decrease! 
 

Exalt the LORD our God, And worship at His footstool— He is holy.  
(Psalms 99:5 NKJV) 
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