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Last week we closed with: 

(((SLIDE))) 

 

John 4:42-43 NKJV  Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, 
not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and 
we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world."  (43)  
Now after the two days He departed from there and went to Galilee. 

 

The take away from last week, which will have a bearing on the last 
passage of chapter 4,  is that hearing Jesus and spending time with 
Jesus, getting to know Jesus led the Samaritans in Sychar to declare 
that “this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world:”.   

 

Building upon a relationship is slower, and it takes effort and 
commitment.  Many do not want to invest in this way. Many want to 
move quickly – “‘you’re a sinner, you need Jesus, if you don’t accept 
Him as Lord and Savior, you’re going to hell – see ya, I wouldn’t want 
to be ya!” 

 

I can understand this from the perspective of the end-times. We are 
close to the end and there’s an urgency about getting people to 
believe.  This is how John the Baptizer operated because the LORD 
was coming and he wanted to prepare the hearts and make smooth 
the paths to the Messiah! 

 

But whether you prefer the relationship way or the ‘in your face’ way, 
shouldn’t depend on your preferences but should be based on the 
needs of the one you are trying to reach.  

 

The Jesus way was exactly like this. He did what He had to do to 
reach someone with the truth. Last week we saw the building up of 
relationships, first with the woman and then with many of the 
townsfolk.  He didn’t use signs and wonders. He used the truth and 
He built relationships with a people He was supposed to hate and 
avoid.  

 

Today, we will see contrasts:  signs and wonders vs relationship-
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building and we will see desperation and how the recipients of a 
miracle differed in their responses. 

 

(John 4:44 NKJV)  For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no 
honor in his own country. (John 4:45 NKJV)  So when He came to 
Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things He did 
in Jerusalem at the feast; for they also had gone to the feast. 

 
Jesus and his disciples return to Galilee. This was where He 
spent most of His time on earth. John reminds us that Jesus 
once said that “a prophet has no honor in his own country”. 
Most of us have experienced something similar in our families. 
We grow up, we change, but our families still see the “kid” that 
we were instead of the adult we have become. My 94 year old 
mother still thinks of me as a teenager.  
 
The word honor is a strong word for it means “held in the 
highest esteem”. Not many had this attitude because, after all, 
wasn’t this the son of Joseph and a carpenter? 

 
(John 4:46 NKJV)  So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He 
had made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose 
son was sick at Capernaum. (John 4:47 NKJV)  When he heard that 
Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and 
implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point 
of death. 

 
Another appointment awaited Him, so they went straightway to 
Cana. There He was met by someone from the royal family, 
perhaps William or perhaps Harry. The ruler’s son was 
extremely ill and nearly dead. He travelled about 20+ miles just 
to see Jesus. He begged Jesus to come to Capernaum to heal his 
dying son. 
 

(John 4:48 NKJV)  Then Jesus said to him, "Unless you people see 
signs and wonders, you will by no means believe."  (John 4:49 NKJV)  
The nobleman said to Him, "Sir, come down before my child dies!" 
(John 4:50 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your son lives." 
So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went 
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his way. 
 

At first, Jesus rebukes him. Sounds rather harsh. But once 
again, Jesus is trying to refocus people away from His 
performance of signs, that is His “doing” and towards His 
“being”.  It might also have been a test. Will you persevere in 
your request, perhaps showing that you have faith in the Man 
who can save?  And the nobleman cries out “don’t let my son 
die!”.  
 
(((SLIDE))) 
Moved by compassion and this man’s apparent disregard for his 
own position or power (he never tried to use his position or 
even name the King), Jesus heals his son from where He stood.   
Nothing fancy or flashy. Just an unremarkable statement of 
“your son lives”.  The nobleman believed the word that Jesus 
spoke and returned to his son.  
 

(John 4:51 NKJV)  And as he was now going down, his servants met 
him and told him, saying, "Your son lives!"  (John 4:52 NKJV)  
Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they said 
to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." (John 4:53 
NKJV)  So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which 
Jesus said to him, "Your son lives." And he himself believed, and 
his whole household. 
 

In this short passage the phrase “your son lives” is recorded 3 
times. Yes, the Son lives. And, if truth be told, has always lived, 
even in the bosom of the Father! And believing, we too will live 
just as the Son lives!  It’s part of “working out our salvation” 
that we move closer to His heart and away from our felt needs. 
We go deeper in our faith that says, “regardless of outcomes or 
regardless of what you do or don’t do for me, I believe.  
 

(John 4:54 NKJV)  This again is the second sign Jesus did when He 
had come out of Judea into Galilee. 
 

We know that many signs were done. But this was certainly the 
second-most important one. I think that this was John’s point.  
 



4 | P a g e  
 

God graciously responds to our needs, especially our innermost 
need for Him. He knows the frailty of our hearts and minds; He 
knows that Jews require a sign for proof and the Greeks seek 
after the wisdom of God; He knows that the Christ is a  
stumbling block to the Jews, and to the haughty Greeks, He is 
foolishness;  God’s Good News, therefore, is tailored made to 
each and every Jew and each and every Gentile! 
 
This is the first contrast:  belief stemming from a relationship 
with Jesus and belief that required proof by signs or miracles. 
There’s no judgment here…both led to their salvation! 
 

(John 5:1 NKJV)  After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. 

 
This was certainly one of the pilgrim feasts, Passover, Pentecost, 
or Booths but it isn’t mentioned.  
 
Note, however, being a Jew, Jesus was required to attend these 
three feasts in Jerusalem which He did with gladness instead of 
legalistic adherence to the Law.  
 

(John 5:2 NKJV)  Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a 
pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches.  
 

The Sheep gate was used to bring in the sacrificial sheep and 
other animals.  It was a one-way gate – figuratively. They 
came in and never went out.   This is significant because 
Jesus told them later on: 

(((SLIDE))) 

 
John 10:7-9 NKJV  Then Jesus said to them again, "Most 
assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  (8)  All 
who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep did not hear them.  (9)  I am the door. If anyone 
enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out 
and find pasture.  

 
(John 5:3 NKJV)  In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, 
lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water.  (John 5:4 
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NKJV)  For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool 
and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the 
stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had. 

 
The story you have just heard is true. The names have been 
changed to protect the innocent.   
 
During the feast, the lame, the blind, and those whose hands or 
feet were withered would come to the pool. These were the bad 
cases that no one could cure.  
 
If you were fast enough, you could be the first in the pool when 
an angel came and stirred up the water.  I’m not convinced that 
God did the healing. I say that because of the nature of the 
healing:    
1. Only 1 person was healed at a time. The timing seemed to 

depend upon an angel (who would come and stir the water). 
We’re not told whether he was visible or invisible. We get the 
impression that “at a certain time” meant that it was limited 
to this feast and perhaps limited to only 1 stirring of the 
water (although it could have been multiple times). 

2. The healing depending on the person’s ability to get into the 
water first.  God doesn’t require that people compete! 

3. And God doesn’t make people jump through hoops. Yes, 
there have been strange healings in the past, for example 
(((SLIDE))) 

a. 2 Kings 13:20-21 NKJV  Then Elisha died, and they 
buried him. And the raiding bands from Moab invaded 
the land in the spring of the year.  (21)  So it was, as 
they were burying a man, that suddenly they spied a 
band of raiders; and they put the man in the tomb of 
Elisha; and when the man was let down and touched 
the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet. 

b. We also remember Peter’s shadow or Paul’s 
handkerchief as recorded in Acts 5:15 and Acts 19:11-12 

4. But this situation smells of superstition and the placebo-
effect – healing because your brain believes it happened. 

 
The sadness and irony are that the Great Physician is in the 
Temple and people have seen His signs and miracles, but they 
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still depend on old-wives-tales which keep God in a box, and it 
appears that this wasn’t even attributed to God.  
 

(John 5:5 NKJV)  Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity 
thirty-eight years. (John 5:6 NKJV)  When Jesus saw him lying there, 
and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He 
said to him, "Do you want to be made well?" 

 
What a strange question!  What a perfect question! This man 
may have been trying for a very long time to get into the water 
first so that he could be healed.  
 
The question is “are you willing to put aside all these 
superstitions?”  “Are you willing to quit the pity party and 
believe that I can heal you?”  Is it that your heart is also 
withered?  “Have you lost all hope?” “Are you willing to stop 
crawling to the pool and simply stand up?” 
 
“a certain man” – with a multitude of people there, Jesus picks 
out this one man. Why?  Don’t know. Perhaps he was the only 
one who actually looked at Jesus while all the rest focused their 
stares upon the water.  We know he didn’t know Jesus. But 
Jesus knew him.    

 
(John 5:7 NKJV)  The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to 
put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am 
coming, another steps down before me." 

 
It’s not my fault!  And those who can walk get into the water 
before I can!   He’s not giving Jesus a  ‘yes’ but rather, I think 
he’s just asking Jesus to pick him up and put him in the water!     
 
Think of the utter desperation and cruelty of those there who 
saw this man trying to get into the water but instead of helping 
him, they jump in front!  How can this be of God? 
 

(John 5:8 NKJV)  Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and 
walk.” 

 
And moved by pity and compassion, Jesus simply tells him to 
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get up, pick up your bed and walk!   
 
Did the man have the faith to believe?  I’m not sure. Does Jesus 
heal those without faith?  Certainly. That’s the very definition of 
grace!   
 

(John 5:9 NKJV)  And immediately the man was made well, 
took up his bed, and walked. And that day was the Sabbath. 

 
Grace in action!  But wait, there’s something missing. It’s not 
something Jesus expects but it confirms, perhaps, the crippled 
condition of the man’s heart.  He walks. But he doesn’t offer up 
any thanks or worship for surely had he done so, John would 
have recorded it.  And He doesn’t even ask the Man His Name! 
He just walks! 
 
And that day was the Sabbath.  And this is a great segue.  

 
(John 5:10 NKJV)  The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, "It 
is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your bed." 

 
Oh No!  what a dilemma!  I was healed but the healer broke 
the law and therefore, I did too! 
 
The man was cured but the Jewish religious leaders only cared 
about the breaking of the Sabbath laws.  Carrying one’s bed was 
considered work and therefore forbidden.  If it was a willful 
violation of their laws, he could be stoned to death!  The verse 
does not seem to indicate that they knew of his healing,  just 
that he carried his bed!. 
 
Elsewhere and at another time Jesus told those who were in a 
synagogue: 

(((SLIDE))) 

 
Mark 3:4 NKJV  Then He said to them, “Is it lawful on the 
Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” 
But they kept silent. 

 

Jesus puts them up against the ropes!  Given their 
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adherence to the letter of the Law, no answer would 
satisfy.  Yes, it is lawful to do good as long as you don’t 
actually do anything!  But then again, if you refrain from 
doing good, isn’t that evil?   

 

They worshipped the Law out of fear instead of the “Law-
giver” out of love (and I don’t mean Moses). The Law they 
practiced  wasn’t what God intended it to be!  God’s Law 
was good and was given for their protection, their 
blessings, to teach them worship and certainly to reveal 
their hearts of sin. It was intended to make them feel 
hopeless so that they would abandon their pride and come 
to God for healing and salvation. 

 

(John 5:11 NKJV)  He answered them, "He who made me well said to 
me, 'Take up your bed and walk.' "   (John 5:12 NKJV)  Then they 
asked him, "Who is the Man who said to you, 'Take up your bed and 
walk'?"  (John 5:13 NKJV)  But the one who was healed did not know 
who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that place. 
 

The man tells them that some nameless man told him to get up, 
to take my bed and walk!  Ignoring the miracle, the man is 
trying to justify the fact that he’s carrying his bed – oh, I’m just 
doing what he told me!  ("The woman whom You gave to be 
with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate") 
 
Where’s the praise, where’s the glory for God, where’s the 
worship of Immanuel who stood by him and healed Him! 
  
The leaders could only see was that their religious rules were 
broken, rules that went beyond the command of Scripture itself. 
 

(John 5:14 NKJV)  Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said 
to him, “See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come upon you.” 

 
The man meets Jesus again. Jesus purposefully tells him “you 
have been made well”. Why? I think it was to penetrate this 
man’s heart that he was given a great gift from God – a gift 
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he didn’t seem to acknowledge.   
 
Jesus tells him “sin no more”. Was that a condition of the 
cripple’s healing?  Not in the sense of “if you sin again, you will 
be made a cripple again”. That’s grace with strings attached.  
 
But the command “sin no more” comes with a warning.  Is He 
talking about eternal consequences or earthly?  I believe that 
this isn’t eternal but rather that sinning that causes 
consequences in the here and now as well. Whatever his sin 
was, it cost him plenty – years of begging….and after receiving 
grace and mercy, sin could cost him even more.  This isn’t a 
threat, it’s just the truth about sin.  But then again, if the man is 
going to cling tenaciously to his sin, then it may be another 
matter altogether. Only God knows the heart! 
 

(John 5:15 NKJV)  The man departed and told the Jews that it was 
Jesus who had made him well.  (John 5:16 NKJV)  For this reason the 
Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He had 
done these things on the Sabbath. 

 
The man was so intimated by the Jewish leaders, that even he   
“turned Him in” so to speak. Again!  How ungrateful can one 
be!  38 years of lying on a mat with no one willing to help him! 
38 years of begging!  38 years of riding a roller coaster of hope 
and hopelessness!  And within minutes of healing, he’s offering 
up Jesus!  Obviously, the man didn’t deserve the healing and 
one might even think that Jesus should simply take the healing 
away!  But that’s not the way of the Master!  Nor is it the way of 
Grace! 
 
After learning that it was Jesus, the Jews harassed Him and 
even conspired to kill Him! All because of the Sabbath?  NO!  
this was irrational and spiritual. The enemy has been deceiving 
and speaking into the Jewish leader’s fear  - fear of losing 
control, losing power, and losing wealth and prestige! 
 

(John 5:17 NKJV)  But Jesus answered them, "My Father has been 
working until now, and I have been working."  John 5:18 NKJV  
Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not 
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only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, 
making Himself equal with God. 

 

Having been sought out and found, Jesus tells them about His 
Father and His never-ending work. And He tells them that He 
too has been working.  What a confession! The Father works 
on the Sabbath and so do I!  The Father and the Son only do 
GOOD and no good thing should be withheld on any day, 
including the Sabbath!   

 

The rabbis, sages and leaders didn’t love their God with all their 
mind, heart, soul and strength.  No, they feared Him and 
thought Him as a cruel taskmaster!  You cannot have a 
relationship with anyone, including God, with that sort of 
attitude.  

(((SLIDE))) 

 

Psalms 121:4-8 NKJV  Behold, He who keeps Israel Shall 
neither slumber nor sleep.  (5)  The LORD is your keeper; 
The LORD is your shade at your right hand.  (6)  The sun 
shall not strike you by day, Nor the moon by night.  (7)  
The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; He shall 
preserve your soul.  (8)  The LORD shall preserve your 
going out and your coming in From this time forth, and 
even forevermore. 

 

In the last chapter and a half, we have witnessed contrasts in the 
realm of the harvest and in the realm of faith.  We are all called to 
Share Jesus.   

• Sometimes, you feel the urgency to simply say “Come to Jesus 
and Live!”. 

• Sometimes, you discern the need for a slower walk with a 
person because too much information will shut them down.  

• According to Scriptures, sometimes we will be given a gift of 
signs and wonders, including healing. If so, use it and give Him 
the glory for it. 

• Sometimes people need the see the truth that they have been 
trying to hide and they need to stop kidding themselves about 
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keeping it secret from even God.   
 
For us, it’s ok to feel a sense of desperation at times. It’s ok to cry out 
to Jesus!  It’s ok to come running to Him and falling to your knees.  
 
But, I urge you to be grateful for all the visible blessings and 
especially the invisible ones. Sometimes you don’t feel His presence 
but know that He is near, listening and acting!   Sometimes we don’t 
get what we ask for but know that His “no” is sometimes greater than 
His “yes”.  All He does He does for our good – whether we see it or 
not.   
(((SLIDE))) 

• Psa_107:1  Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His 
mercy endures forever.  

• Psa_107:8  Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for 
His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children of 
men!  

• Psalms 107:2 NKJV  Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 
Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy, 

 


