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John 5:14-18 NKJV  Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and 
said to him, "See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come upon you."  (15)  The man departed and told the Jews that 
it was Jesus who had made him well.  (16)  For this reason the Jews 
persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He had done these 
things on the Sabbath.  (17)  But Jesus answered them, "My Father 
has been working until now, and I have been working."  (18)  
Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not 
only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, 
making Himself equal with God. 

(((SLIDE))) 

Shema Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu Adonai Echad 

Baruch Shem Kavod Malchuto L’Olam Va’ed 

 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 

Blessed be His Glorious Name whose Kingdom is Forever and 
Ever 
 

The Shema is the first thing a devout Jews says upon waking and the 
last thing before sleeping. For thousands of years this one verse from 
Deuteronomy 6:4 has been a declaration of the Oneness of God. It 
stands against every other man-made religion that believes in many 
gods.  
 

But the Hebrew word for One means a “composite unity”, for 
example, a cluster of grapes.  But the Jewish people hang on to the 
Oneness of God and anyone who says otherwise is a heretic worthy of 
death.  
 

This was why the religious leaders reacted so angrily!  But, as usual, 
Jesus is not affected by their feelings or attitudes. He simply tells 
them the Truth! 
 

John 5:19-47 NKJV  Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most 
assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what 
He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like 
manner.  (20)  For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things 
that He Himself does; and He will show Him greater works than 
these, that you may marvel.  (21)  For as the Father raises the dead 
and gives life to them, even so the Son gives life to whom He will.  
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(22)  For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to 
the Son,  (23)  that all should honor the Son just as they honor the 
Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father 
who sent Him.   

 

The Son of God has, by His own will, submitted Himself to His 
Father’s will in all things.  Yes, the Son and Father are equal, 
both having the same nature and essence, but for the purposes 
of Jesus on earth, He obeys the will of His Father. He does this 
because He loves the Father, and the Father loves Him.  I was 
surprised that Jesus used the word “phileo” to describe this 
‘love’. We tend to think that God’s is purely rational and that 
any feelings He has are just projections of our own emotions. 
But that’s not true. We cannot love without God. And this phileo 
love makes perfect sense because it describes a deeply warm 
and affectionate kind of love.   
 

This passage tells us the three things about the equality of the 
Father and Son: 
 

1. The Father and Son are equal in works because the 
Son does exactly as the Father does.  As the Father gives life, 
so does the Son which I believe is the Father’s greatest work! 
Jesus’ miracles are from the Father, including the raising of 
the dead!   

2. The Father and Son are equal in judgment. The Father 
has granted the Son the same judgment.  The Father is 
known as the Judge in OT Scriptures. For example: 

a. Psalms 75:7 NKJV  But God is the Judge: He puts 
down one,  and exalts another. 

b. Judgment is also translated condemnation. But that 
depends on the context.  

3. The Father and Son are equal in Honor. Only God 
deserves honor. Jesus is God the Son and therefore deserves 
the same honor. Jesus makes it clear:  if you do not honor 
the Son, then you do not Honor the Father.  If you ignore or 
reject the Son, you are rejecting the Father. You cannot 
believe only in the Father because the Father and Son are 
equal! 

 

In everything, the Son always glorifies and honors His Father! 
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(24)  "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and 
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come 
into judgment, but has passed from death into life.  (25)  Most 
assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.  
(26)  For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son 
to have life in Himself,  (27)  and has given Him authority to execute 
judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.  (28)  Do not marvel at 
this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will 
hear His voice  (29)  and come forth— those who have done good, to 
the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the 
resurrection of condemnation.  
 

Once again, Jesus specifies the condition for entering into this 
relationship and into everlasting life:  believe in Him who sent 
Jesus, His Son.  That belief or faith comes from hearing His 
words and hearing His voice, the voice of the True Shepherd!    
 

There are three types of resurrection spoken of here: 

1. I believe that verses 24-27 are describing a spiritual 
resurrection that comes when we believe in Jesus, that is, we 
are born again of the Spirit!  Paul speaks of this: 

 

Ephesians 2:1-6 NKJV  And you He made alive, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins  

: 

(4)  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us,  (5)  even when we were 
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved),  (6)  and raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus 
 

This resurrection life is what the Father has granted His Son. 
And the Son, doing only what the Father does, grants this life to 
all who believe in His Name.     

 

2. Verses 28-29, Jesus speaks of two future resurrections. One 
unto everlasting life and one to everlasting damnation. We 
believe the first will be at rapture where the dead who hear 
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His voice will rise first followed by us who are alive.  And at 
the end of the age, there will be the White Throne Judgment 
where those who rejected the Son (and therefore the Father), 
are cast into the Lake of Fire.  

 

(30)  I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My 
judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will 
of the Father who sent Me.   

 

Jesus repeats the fact that His judgment and His Words are 
from the Father. Everything Jesus did was impossible without 
the Father!  This is a lead in to what He says to them next! 
 

The last part of Jesus’ teachings to the Scribes and Pharisees who 
came against Him has to do witnesses. The OT Scriptures speak of 
this: 
 

Deuteronomy 17:6 NKJV  Whoever is deserving of death shall 
be put to death on the testimony of two or three witnesses; he 
shall not be put to death on the testimony of one witness. 
 

Deuteronomy 19:15 NKJV  "One witness shall not rise against a 
man concerning any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the 
mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established. 

 

(31)  "If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true.  (32)  There 
is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness 
which He witnesses of Me is true.  (33)  You have sent to John, and he 
has borne witness to the truth.   (34)  Yet I do not receive testimony 
from man, but I say these things that you may be saved.  (35)  He was 
the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to 
rejoice in his light.    
 

Before they object, Jesus states that if this were only His 
witness of Himself, it would not be true. But, He has, in fact, 
three witnesses: 
 

1. First is John the Baptist.  There are multiple passages 
but let’s look at just a couple: 

 

John 1:29 NKJV  The next day John saw Jesus coming 
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toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world! 
 

John 3:31-36 NKJV  He who comes from above is above 
all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the 
earth. He who comes from heaven is above all.  (32)  And 
what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one 
receives His testimony.  (33)  He who has received His 
testimony has certified that God is true.  (34)  For He 
whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God 
does not give the Spirit by measure.  (35)  The Father 
loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.  (36)  
He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he 
who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him." 
 

Ultimately, Jesus does not depend on the testimony of 
man. Even though John was a ‘burning and shining lamp 
that caused them to rejoice in that light”,  John’s light 
wasn’t pure light but only reflective light.  It shined 
because something else provided the light!  So, while 
John’s witness was a light unto the path and a lamp unto 
our feet, it was Jesus’ works which speaks of a better, 
truer witness! 

 

(36)  But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the 
Father has given Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness 
of Me, that the Father has sent Me.    

 

2. Second is Christ’s own works. He has been showing 
great signs and miracles which even Nicodemus recognized 
He did because He came from God 

 

(37)  And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. 
You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form.  (38)  
But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He 
sent, Him you do not believe. (39)  You search the Scriptures, for in 
them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify 
of Me.  (40)  But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have 
life.  (41)  “I do not receive honor from men.  (42)  But I know you, 
that you do not have the love of God in you.  (43)  I have come in My 
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Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his 
own name, him you will receive.  (44)  How can you believe, who 
receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that 
comes from the only God?   (45)  Do not think that I shall accuse you 
to the Father; there is one who accuses you—Moses, in whom you 
trust.  (46)  For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he 
wrote about Me.  (47)  But if you do not believe his writings, how will 
you believe My words?" 

 

3. Third is the Father and what was written in the OT 
Scriptures. Jesus is referring to all the prophetic voices 
who heard God’s voice and recorded what they heard. But 
this would also include the voice of the Father who was 
heard, once during His baptism and once on the Mount of 
Transfiguration.  Matthew 

a. Matthew 3:16-17 NKJV  When He had been baptized, 
Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 
upon Him.  (17)  And suddenly a voice came from 
heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased." 

b. Matthew 17:5 NKJV  While he was still speaking, 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and 
suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear 
Him!" 

But there’s more. Jesus tells them about their direct 
involvement with the Scriptures   

1. You search the Scriptures but your legalistic adherence to 
the Law and your obsession with just studying the word 
will not bring you eternal life!  You read the Father’s 
words with blind eyes.  

2. But you refuse to come to Me, the source of the life you 
seek! 

3. There is no love of God within you!   

4. You prefer to come to others who cannot save 

5. You honor others and even yourselves instead of the 
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honor that comes from God!   

6. And lastly,  it will be Moses whom you revere that will be 
your accuser!  Not Moses himself, but the prophetic words 
he spoke. For he spoke about THE PROPHET that would 
come. Therefore, it’s no wonder you do not believe Me 
because you don’t believe the true words Moses wrote in 
the Torah! 
 

Today, Jesus proclaimed that the religious leaders were correct! Jesus 
IS equal with God. He set about a powerful teaching that was as much 
for them as it was for His disciples and for all who have accepted the 
Truth of Jesus or who are considering the Truth of Jesus. But this 
passage is also something Lawyer might use to defend Him at His 
trial!   

He would tell the Jurors just how Jesus and the Father are one:  

1. In Works 

2. In Honor 

3. In Judgment 

He would then call His witnesses to the stand after explaining the 
rules for witnesses:  two or more are required!  He will call three 

1. John the Baptizer 

2. Christ Himself  and the works He has done 

3. The Words of the Father as He spoke; and the Words of the 
Prophetic scriptures as spoken by the prophets 

 

And then He will call up the Scribes and Pharisees and cross examine 
them. The conclusion of this examination is that they are without the 
love of God and really only love themselves. They can’t see the Truth 
in Scriptures and in their pride, they truly believe that they can save 
themselves just because they are Jews.  
 

The trial concludes. The jury of His peers goes out to deliberate. They 
return after many hours of debate. They tell the Judge that they need 
more time and information. The Judge grants them 16 more chapters 
in the Gospel of John because He wishes that none should perish!   


