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Search no further.    

(((SLIDE))) 
 

John 5:39-40 NKJV  You search the Scriptures, for in them you think 
you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.  (40)  But 
you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 
 

What does it take to reach a stony heart? What does it take to be 
willing to accept then receive Jesus as the One and Only God 
who offers eternal life?  As we have seen so far, it appears to be 
as varied as the people Jesus reaches. That salvation is truly a 
miracle is understood because “we are saved by grace through 
faith”.  What is it that turns the one who loves darkness into one 
who loves the Light?  Is it as simple as some spiritual light 
switch?  And if it is, who move the switch from “off” to “on”?  Is 
it our “willingness” or His Will?    

 

I ask these questions because I believe this because the gospel 
and salvation are as mysterious as any other paradox such as 
the Trinity or a Self-Existent God who has no beginning or end!  
Today we witness two more “signs” that Jesus performed. We 
spoke of a sign as being like a miracle. But let’s also look at it 
more literally:  These signs are on the side of the road that point 
to a destination or give directions or even mark our progress in 
reaching the place we are seeking.  Some signs are Wordy. Some 
signs are Flashy. Some signs seem to be directing only you and 
some signs seem to affect a multitude of people!  And, 
unfortunately, many signs are ignored or worse, rejected 
because many are just not willing to believe that the sign is true.  

 

Today there are two signs given. One to a multitude of people 
who follow after Jesus, including His disciples. The other is 
directed only to the 12 disciples who are under Rabbi Yeshua 
(a.k.a., Jesus).  Actually, there’s a third recipient: us!  
 

John 6:1-15 NKJV  After these things Jesus went over the Sea of 
Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias.  (2)  Then a great multitude 
followed Him, because they saw His signs which He performed on 
those who were diseased.  (3)  And Jesus went up on the mountain, 
and there He sat with His disciples.  (4)  Now the Passover, a feast of 
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the Jews, was near.   
 

The gang of 12 +1 have left Cana and returned to the Galilee. 
They are on the east side of the Lake. Then they go over by boat 
to the northwest near Bethsaida.  
 

A time-marker tells us it’s in the early spring (March/April) for 
the Passover is soon to come. 

 

Jesus’ reputation precedes Him.  He goes up a hill with His 
disciples and from the vantage point of the hillside, Jesus sees 
“a great multitude” coming towards Him. They are coming 
because of the healings and other signs Jesus performed. Even 
though they are there to “see more signs” from Him, He is still 
moved with compassion because it’s getting late and with so 
many there, there wasn’t enough food available for them! 
Actually, there was little to no food for a crowd of that size! 
 

(5)  Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great multitude 
coming toward Him, He said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread, 
that these may eat?"  (6)  But this He said to test him, for He 
Himself knew what He would do.  (7)  Philip answered Him, "Two 
hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every 
one of them may have a little."  (8)  One of His disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter's brother, said to Him,  (9)  "There is a lad here who has 
five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so 
many?"  (10)  Then Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there 
was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about 
five thousand.  (11)  And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had 
given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples 
to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they 
wanted.  (12)  So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, 
"Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost."  (13)  
Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the 
fragments of the five barley loaves which were left over by those who 
had eaten.  (14)  Then those men, when they had seen the sign that 
Jesus did, said, "This is truly the Prophet who is to come into 
the world."  (15)  Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were 
about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed 
again to the mountain by Himself alone. 
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This is a pretty straight-forward account.  There’s a great 
number of people who are seeking Jesus. They require food 
because it’s getting late. His disciples try to figure out what to 
do, but Jesus already knows what He’s going to do: He’s going 
to somehow make 5 loaves and 2 fishes feed everyone present. 
And, if that weren’t enough, He will ensure that everyone is full 
and their hunger is satisfied. And to top that off, each disciple 
will gather up a large basket of leftovers. 
 
But I think that a couple of verses from Mark and Matthew can 
fill in the events: 
(((SLIDE))) 
1. Mark 6:36 – tells us that the disciples wanted to simply send 

the multiple away.  
2. But in Mark and Matthew, Jesus tells them "You give them 

something to eat.".  The disciples try to figure out what to do. 
They just come up with excuses for what they cannot do. 

3. Mark also mentions that there were 5000 men, but Matthew 
records that there were 5000 men besides women and 
children.  We might be talking about 15,000 people, give or 
take a thousand or so. 

 

So, Jesus takes the bread and the two little fish, and after 
blessing the bread and giving thanks to Him who provides all to 
all, He tells the disciples hand out the bread and fish to the 
multitude. They eat until they are satisfied!  And afterwards, the 
disciples gathered up twelve large baskets of bread pieces – 
NOT crumbs!   
 

Obviously impressed, many of the men declared that “This is 
truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.”  But 
the Prophet they expected was also to be King Messiah. Jesus 
does not want any part of their plan because He already has His 
Father’s plan to follow. So, He retreats up the mountain, alone. 
 

Before we leave this miracle, I want to bring your attention to 
the how the disciples behaved. It was clear that the disciples, 
once again, just didn’t get it. Not only were they rather cold 
towards those who followed Jesus, but even after witnessing 
many signs and wonders, including the Water-to-Wine miracle, 
the healing of the ruler’s son from 20+ miles away and the 
healing of the lame man who could not walk for 38 years, they 
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seemed to forget that Jesus could do the impossible.  
 

And while those in the crowd thought He might be the Prophet 
spoken of by Moses, they too didn’t see the truth behind it – 
that once again bread came down from Heaven!  They decided 
to focus on their bellies and then, when they were full,  they 
centered their thoughts on the current oppression of both the 
Romans and the Herodian kings!  Therefore, they called Him 
the Prophet, but they really wanted was a King! 

Jesus had already rejected this idea even before He began His 
earthly ministry when He confronted the Devil in the 
wilderness: 

(((SLIDE))) 

Matthew 4:8-10 NKJV  Again, the devil took Him up on an 
exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory.  (9)  And he said to 
Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and 
worship me."  (10)  Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, 
Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD 
YOUR GOD, AND HIM ONLY YOU SHALL SERVE.' " 
 

Jesus, You can be the King. You only need to worship me as 
God.  Jesus flatly rejects the idea and the source of the idea.  

But the masses didn’t understand that Jesus WAS the King of a 
Heavenly Kingdom!  He couldn’t be forced to be the king they 
wanted and therefore they would lose the Kingdom He was 
offering them.  And to ensure that they wouldn’t do anything 
foolish, Jesus went up the mountain where He did what He 
loved to do:  Be alone to pray and commune with His Father.   
He loved His Father and loved spending “alone-time” with Him 
just for the sake of their deep and abiding relationship! 

So after feeding the crowds with bread, it was the disciples turn to 
receive a lesson.  The actual lesson that the crowds really needed was 
to come shortly after this one.  

 

(John 6:16 NKJV)  Now when evening came, His disciples went 
down to the sea, (John 6:17 NKJV)  got into the boat, and went over 
the sea toward Capernaum. And it was already dark, and Jesus had 
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not come to them. (John 6:18 NKJV)  Then the sea arose because a 
great wind was blowing. (John 6:19 NKJV)  So when they had 
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea 
and drawing near the boat; and they were afraid. (John 6:20 NKJV)  
But He said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid."  (John 6:21 NKJV)  
Then they willingly received Him into the boat, and immediately 
the boat was at the land where they were going. 
 

At nighttime, the disciples went down to the Sea to go over to 
Capernaum. Once again, Mark and Matthew tell us that Jesus 
“made” them go. Someone raised the question about whether 
the crowd’s enthusiasm for Jesus becoming King might have 
been affecting the disciples too!  This might have been part of 
the reason. But add to that the fact that they seemed to ignore 
the fact the Jesus could feed all of the crowd had they simply 
believed that He could!  Therefore, what happened next might 
be a good test and a possible “reset” for the disciples to keep 
their focus on Jesus’ truer mission:  Savior. 
 

The disciples get into the boat and begin their journey. It was 
normal and with regularity that the winds came down off the 
surrounding mountains and stirred up the lake waters. 
Sometimes it was violent and quite terrifying even for the 
experienced sailors or fishermen.  On this night, the wind 
picked up and very shortly they increased in increased in 
strength,  the lake water became quite turbulent. The men, 
some of which were expert fishermen, had trouble controlling 
the boat.  
 

Jesus comes to the rescue by walking on the rough waters. 
According to Mark, this was about the time of the 4th watch 
which translates to between 3 and 6 am.  Mark also records that 
perhaps Jesus was intending to pass them by but when they saw 
Him, they cried out in fear for they thought it was a ghost!  Add 
to that their frustration of not being able to manage the boat, 
it’s no wonder they were feeling so out of control.  
 

Matthew, Mark and John record what Jesus said to them:  "It is 
I; do not be afraid." (although Matthew and Mark add “Be of 
good cheer…”).  

 

NOTE: What he literally said is: “I AM; be not afraid”.  
This translation is not without controversy:  some believe it is 
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one of the I AM statements made by Jesus, but many others 
believe it simply means “it is I”.  Personally, I’m one of the few 
because I think it fits the context better and it’s something that 
the disciples needed to know:  The Son of God fed the masses 
simply because He is the Son of God. All their excuses were 
pitiful in light of who they followed. 

 

Matthew and Mark both record the disciple’s reaction to His 
being on the water: 

 

Mark 6:51-52  Then He went up into the boat to them, and 
the wind ceased. And they were greatly amazed in 
themselves beyond measure, and marveled.  (52)  
For they had not understood about the loaves, because 
their heart was hardened. 
 

Matthew 14:32-33  And when they got into the boat, the 
wind ceased.  (33)  Then those who were in the boat came 
and worshiped Him, saying, "Truly You are the Son 
of God." 

 

Bingo!   
 

The idea behind Mark’s comment that “they were greatly 
amazed in themselves beyond measure and marveled” 
tells us that they were well past rational thinking. They were at  
wits end, that is, they were besides themselves with fear, 
reverence, astonishment, and nearly unable to process this 
strange miracle. John writes that it was because of their 
spiritual blindness and hard hearts which they had shown the 
day before with the loaves and fishes that Jesus did this.  Jesus 
had to shake them out of their unbelief and lack of faith 
regarding who He truly is! 
  

Oh, don’t worry, I haven’t forgotten about Peter. Matthew is the 
only Gospel writer to add this part of the story. 

 

Matthew 14:28-31  And Peter answered Him and said, 
"Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the 
water."  (29)  So He said, "Come." And when Peter had 
come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go 
to Jesus.  (30)  But when he saw that the wind was 
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boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried 
out, saying, "Lord, save me!"  (31)  And immediately Jesus 
stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, 
"O you of little faith, why did you doubt?"    

 

Whether to ensure that the account was complete, even if it 
embarrassed Peter, or perhaps to show that only Peter acted out 
what they were all thinking, we just don’t know.  Peter begins a 
bit on shaky ground so to speak when he asks, “If it is You, 
command me to come out to You on the water”. Then after 
receiving permission He gets out of the boat and begins to walk 
on the water towards Jesus. Remember, the water is still all 
stirred up and it appears to catch the attention of Peter who had 
first focused on Jesus. And then, down He goes!  And with a cry 
that showed his utter fear, he cries out the one thing that Jesus 
will always hear:  LORD, Save me!   And He will always 
respond!  With an outstretched arm, Jesus picks Peter up and 
they get into the boat. Peter is safe and learns more about how 
faith and doubt cannot exist together.  
 

Immediately the boat was at the land where they were 
going. 
 
 

John also records that after Jesus entered the boat, they 
immediately found themselves at their destination.  This verse 
in John speaks of their sudden arrival there as extraordinary and 
miraculous.  They fought so hard with the wind and water and here comes 
Jesus and not only calms the storm but moves the ship without any help 
from the men or nature. Again, all to break up their hard hearts and 
therefore have the faith required to finish His Mission with Him.  
 

 

(John 6:22 NKJV)  On the following day, when the people who 
were standing on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other 
boat there, except that one which His disciples had entered, and that 
Jesus had not entered the boat with His disciples, but His disciples 
had gone away alone—(John 6:23 NKJV)  however, other boats came 
from Tiberias, near the place where they ate bread after the Lord had 
given thanks—(John 6:24 NKJV)  when the people therefore saw that 
Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, they also got into boats and 
came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. (John 6:25 NKJV)  And 
when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him, 
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"Rabbi, when did You come here?"  
 

The next day the crowds of people noticed two things:  The 
people knew that the disciples had left in a boat the night before 
and the boat did not have Jesus aboard.  
 

Now, the people wanted to see Jesus, so they too got into boats 
and came across to Capernaum. When they saw Him already 
there, they ask “when did you get here” which also implies, 
“how did you get here?”.  Jesus tells them “I took a short-
cut”….not! 

 

(John 6:26 NKJV)  Jesus answered them and said, "Most assuredly, I 
say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because 
you ate of the loaves and were filled.  (John 6:27 NKJV)  Do not 
labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which 
endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, 
because God the Father has set His seal on Him."  (John 6:28 NKJV)  
Then they said to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the 
works of God?"  (John 6:29 NKJV)  Jesus answered and said to 
them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He 
sent." 
 

The people also need a spiritual reset. Jesus tells them, in effect, 
“you loved the bread I provided, and you were made full and were 
satisfied.  But even though it was a miracle, that didn’t faze you. 
That bread is for the here and now but the bread I can give you 
will endure to ever-lasting life.  This is because the Father has set 
His seal on His Son (note: a seal was a mark of ownership and a 
guarantee).  They should have confidence in Jesus because God 
the Father has “guaranteed” that He is Who He says He is! 

But the people are dense. Jesus told them that they should not 
labor and commit themselves to material things which are 
temporary and perish with time but commit themselves to labor 
after spiritual things, especially eternal life! 
 

Their religious spirits are revealed with the question "What shall 
we do, that we may work the works of God?"   The focus is on 
the ‘doing’ and working one’s way into heaven.  People just can’t 
fathom that they don’t have to do anything to get through the 
gates of the Kingdom! 
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So Jesus tells them, “Ok, you want to work?  Here’s the 
work of God – believe in His Son whom He sent”.  The 
irony that working and believing are not the same lost 
on who I used to call “belly-Jews”.  
 
 

There is a lot more to this teaching which we will cover next week. 

Jesus will have much to say to the crowds, to the religious leaders and 

to His disciples.  The truth will hurt, and the truth will offend and 

therefore Jesus comes to a turning point in His ministry. 

Two miracles, two different reactions: 

The bread was well received but the men came to the wrong 

conclusion:  Jesus was The Prophet but, in their minds, the Prophet 

was also King Messiah and not the Savior of the World. They didn’t 

understand the significance of the Bread. This will take up most of 

next week’s teaching. 

The miracle of Jesus walking on water was aimed at the hard hearts 

of  the disciples. They personally witnessed His great teaching in John 

3; some of them witnessed Jesus turn water into wine; they saw the 

result of His conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well. 

They saw Him heal a cripple who could not walk for over 38 years. 

And they personally saw bread that Jesus blessed miraculously 

multiply in their hands as they handed it out to well over 5000 

people. This incident was the impetus behind Him walking on the 

water. Jesus had to shake them to the core and tear their hearts open 

to reveal unbelief, doubt and faithlessness. For some reason, they put 

their thinking in a box and couldn’t conceive that there was a solution 

to the problem. And they also put Jesus in a box because they couldn’t 

believe He had the answer either! 

So, did the signs Jesus placed along the way keep all of the people, 

including His own disciples, on the road and heading to the right 

destination?  All of them might have misread the signs and steered 

their way towards an earthly kingdom.  Jesus dramatically showed 

His students that the earthly kingdom was not the goal. He 

dramatically showed the multitudes that they were not following an 

earthly king but the Son of God who could not only provide bread for 



Page 10 of 10 
 

the body but, as we will see next week, He could provide bread for 

their souls.   

That bread is in the oven and will be ready in 7 days. 


