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Let’s set the context for our Chapter 7 teaching this morning. 
 

John 6:56-58 NKJV  He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood 
abides in Me, and I in him.  (57)  As the living Father sent Me, and I 
live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of 
Me.  (58)  This is the bread which came down from heaven—not as 
your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will 
live forever. 

: 

John 6:66 NKJV  From that time many of His disciples went back and 
walked with Him no more. 
 

It must have broken His heart to see so many walk away. Not 
for Himself or His Mission, but for those who were blind to 
spiritual truth, saving truth, and sustaining truth. They heard 
His words but judged them according to the letter of the Law  
and according to their flesh and not according to the Spirit 
which brings everlasting life.  

 

Jesus stays in Galilee for a while and then heads up to Jerusalem. In 
Galilee He face disbelief and then in Jerusalem He tried to teach 
Doctrinal Truth but was accused of Deception and worse, of having a 
Demon.   
 

John 7:1-53 NKJV  After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He 
did not want to walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill Him.   

 

Was He afraid?  Absolutely not!  He was in absolute control, 
and it was not the right time to die.  There was still much to do 
and much to teach.   
 

(2)  Now the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.   
 

The Feasts of Booths or Tabernacles is a celebration and a 
commemoration of the time in the wilderness after being 
redeemed from Egyptian bondage.  From Scripture we read: 

 

Leviticus 23:42-43 You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All 
who are native Israelites shall dwell in booths,  (43)  that your 
generations may know that I made the children of Israel dwell 
in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am 
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the LORD your God.' "    
 

Booths is the English translation of “Sukkot” and one booth is 
called a Sukkah.   
 

But, did you know that it was also known as the Feast of 
Ingathering?   
 

Exodus 23:16 NKJV  and the Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of 
your labors which you have sown in the field; and the Feast of 
Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have gathered in 
the fruit of your labors from the field. 
 

The Feast of Harvest is better known as the Feast of Weeks 
(a.k.a., Shavuot, a.k.a., Pentecost).   This was in the early 
summer while the Feast of Ingathering was the fall harvest. 
It’s celebrated in the September/October timeframe.  
 

Booths is the last of the three Fall Feasts:  Trumpets, 
Atonement and Tabernacles/Booths.  While the first 4 Feasts of 
the LORD have already been fulfilled by Jesus, these last three 
are awaiting fulfillment.  
 

Many believe that Trumpets will be fulfilled when Jesus 
returns for His Bride.  Atonement will be fulfilled during the 
7-year tribulation and Tabernacles will be fulfilled in the 
1000-year Millennial Reign or even in the Eternal New Heavens 
and New Earth.  

 

So, what is the significance of Tabernacles? It symbolizes rest. 
Rest from our fallen world and rest from our fallen selves. This 
will be the eternal Shabbat or Sabbath.  
 

Turn to Psalm 95: 
 

Psalms 95:6-11 NKJV     (6)  Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  (7)  For He is 
our God, And we are the people of His pasture, And the sheep 
of His hand. Today, if you will hear His voice:  (8)  "Do not 
harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, As in the day of trial in 
the wilderness,  (9)  When your fathers tested Me; They tried 
Me, though they saw My work.  (10)  For forty years I was 
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grieved with that generation, And said, 'It is a people who go 
astray in their hearts, And they do not know My ways.'  (11)  So 
I swore in My wrath, 'They shall not enter My rest.' " 

 

Hebrews 3:12-13 NKJV  Beware, brethren, lest there be in any 
of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;  
(13)  but exhort one another daily, while it is called "TODAY," 
lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 

 

Hebrews 3:17-19 NKJV  Now with whom was He angry forty 
years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in 
the wilderness?  (18)  And to whom did He swear that they 
would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?  (19)  
So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 
 

Jesus offers rest both in the here and now but certainly in the here-
after.  This rest is NOT the absence of activity, but a state of our 
hearts. Our belief, our faith, our trust in Him will cause our souls to 
rest even in the midst of tribulation because of the tender mercy He 
shows towards His own! 
 

And that was a mini-teaching on the last of the 7 Feasts of 
the LORD!   

 

(3)  His brothers therefore said to Him, "Depart from here and go 
into Judea, that Your disciples also may see the works that You are 
doing.  (4)  For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks 
to be known openly. If You do these things, show Yourself to 
the world."  (5)  For even His brothers did not believe in Him.  (6)  
Then Jesus said to them, "My time has not yet come, but your 
time is always ready.  (7)  The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me 
because I testify of it that its works are evil.  (8)  You go up to this 
feast. I am not yet going up to this feast, for My time has not yet 
fully come."   

 

These are His brothers, born to Mary and Joseph. Mary was a 
virgin at the conception of her First Born, the only begotten Son 
of God. Many believe that Mary was a perpetual virgin even for 
the rest of her children. This is utter nonsense.  
 

Now John writes that they did not believe in Him so we can say 
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with confidence that in this passage, they were taunting Him. 
They knew of His works just as the rest of Galilee did. But they 
wanted Him to go with the crowds of people that were heading 
for Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles. This was one of the 
three compulsory feasts for all male adults, the other two being 
Passover and Pentecost.  They wanted Him to perform miracles 
and signs to all those who came from far away who probably did 
not know of Him.  In other words, for them, it was all about the 
‘show’ and all about the ‘world’s approval’ to prove who He was: 
King Messiah, the Holy One of Israel. But this was not the way 
of Jesus whose mission was from the Father and to bring glory 
to the Father.  
 

“My time has not yet come” – the word time also carries the 
meaning of occasion as well as a specific time. Jesus was saying 
that this Feast is not the right occasion to prove who He was. 
We know that it was the Passover, the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread and Firstfruits that were to show exactly why He came 
and what He did for mankind! 
 

“but your time is always ready” – this can mean a 
couple of things: 

1. You can go anytime you want but I will go when the Father 
tells me to go. Jesus was completely submitted to the will of 
the Father. 

2. My time to prove who I AM has not come yet, your time to 
believe is always readily available.  

 

(9)  When He had said these things to them, He remained in Galilee.  
(10)  But when His brothers had gone up, then He also went up to the 
feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.  
 

Some naysayers said that Jesus lied about not going. But the 
issue wasn’t whether He would go or remain in Galilee because 
He obeyed the Law. The issue wasn’t about when He would go, 
but rather it was about how He would go. He did not want to go 
openly and with the crowds of people making their way to the 
Feast. He did not want to be forced into something that would 
interfere with His mission. So, He went secretly and alone.  
 

(11)  Then the Jews sought Him at the feast, and said, “Where is He?”  
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(12)  And there was much complaining among the people concerning 
Him. Some said, “He is good”; others said, “No, on the contrary, He 
deceives the people.”  (13)  However, no one spoke openly of Him for 
fear of the Jews.   
 

Once again, the old adage is applicable:  Two Jews, three 
opinions!   Jesus always divided people. These divisions were 
emotionally charged and led to rifts in families, between friends 
and in communities. It wasn’t really His words or His actions 
that cause this. He was divisive because there was a constant 
spiritual battle raging ever since the Fall. The forces of evil 
simply did not want Him present in the world. He was hated 
because His mere presence exposed the evil that was in the 
heart of mankind.  And the fact that He had many who believed 
in Him caused even more strife.  
 

The religious leaders didn’t want anyone to speak about Him, 
whether for Him or against Him. They didn’t want any attention 
given to Him at all!  And, they had the religious and political 
clout to make someone’s life miserable if they persisted in 
bringing up the Name of Jesus!   I suspect that even His Hebrew 
Name, Yeshua, caused them much heartburn because it was a 
constant reminder of the salvation He promised to those who 
would believe! 

 

(((stopped here on 8/22))) 

 

 

(14)  Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple 
and taught.  (15)  And the Jews marveled, saying, "How does this Man 
know letters, having never studied?"  (16)  Jesus answered them and 
said, "My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me.  (17)  If anyone 
wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it 
is from God or whether I speak on My own authority.  (18)  He who 
speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory 
of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.  
(19)  Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the 
law? Why do you seek to kill Me?"  (20)  The people answered and 
said, "You have a demon. Who is seeking to kill You?"   
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It was in the middle of this 8-day feast that Jesus went into the 
Temple to teach.    
 

Once again, His teachings astounded those who heard Him. The 
Jewish religious leaders couldn’t figure out where He learned 
with such depth.  He didn’t study in Jerusalem under some 
Rabbi. Add to that that He was a Galilean, and they were totally 
befuddled.  
 

But we know and have read in Luke about the time He was 
found in the Temple speaking with the teachers: 

 

Luke 2:41-42 NKJV  His parents went to Jerusalem every 
year at the Feast of the Passover.  (42)  And when He was 
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according 
to the custom of the feast. 
 

Luke 2:46-47 NKJV  Now so it was that after three days 
they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, both listening to them and asking them 
questions.  (47)  And all who heard Him were 
astonished at His understanding and answers. 
 

So, like before, He teaches in the Power of the Holy Spirit. His 
teachings are not His own but the Father’s. Jesus tells them that 
the way to understand His teachings is to “do the will of the 
Father who sent Him”.  And what is the Father’s will?     
 

And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone 
who sees the Son and believes in Him may have 
everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
John 6:40 NKJV   

 

And furthermore He tells them, “you question me and yet the 
One who sent me is True and Righteous! Why do you seek to 
kill me when all of you are guilty of disobeying the Law and 
deserve death?” 
 

And they respond with an accusation of demon possession 
because He claims that there is a death-sentence on His head. 
This is true but they can’t believe it. He must be crazy! 
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(21)  Jesus answered and said to them, “I did one work, and you all 
marvel.  (22)  Moses therefore gave you circumcision (not that it is 
from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the 
Sabbath.  (23)  If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that 
the law of Moses should not be broken, are you angry with Me 
because I made a man completely well on the Sabbath?  (24)  
Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous 
judgment.”   

 

So, Jesus asks, “if circumcision is allowed on the Sabbath, why 
not a deed of mercy such has healing?”.  Elsewhere He asked, 
"Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life 
or to kill?" (Mark 3:4)   
 

Do not be a hypocritical judge or one who judges by what he 
sees, but rather, judge with righteous judgment.  

 

(25)  Now some of them from Jerusalem said, “Is this not He whom 
they seek to kill?  (26)  But look! He speaks boldly, and they say 
nothing to Him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is truly the 
Christ?  (27)  However, we know where this Man is from; but when 
the Christ comes, no one knows where He is from.”   

 

Having just been accused of having a demon because He said 
that there are those who seek to kill Him. But now, they admit 
that there are some who seek to kill Him.  Make up your minds, 
people!!  The Jerusalemites knew of the plots to kill Jesus.  His 
boldness and the power of His teachings should be provoking 
the Jewish leaders and teachers but they are silent.  Are they 
silent because they believe He is the Christ? But then again, we 
know where He is from: either Bethlehem or Nazareth.  But 
they repeat a traditional theory they derived from Malachi 3:1 
 

Malachi 3:1 NLT  “Look! I am sending my messenger, and 
he will prepare the way before me. Then the Lord you are 
seeking will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger 
of the covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely 
coming,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 

Many believed that the Messiah would suddenly appear out of 
nowhere!   
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Clearly confusion reigns in Jerusalem! 
 

(28)  Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, "You 
both know Me, and you know where I am from; and I have not come 
of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know.  (29)  
But I know Him, for I am from Him, and He sent Me."   

The best way to understand the first part of verse 28 is if you 
hear it as sarcasm. It sounds something like “So, you know me 
and my origin? I don’t think so!”  I did not come on my own. 
The One who sent me is true and therefore, you don’t really 
know Him!  But I know Him for I’m from Him and it was He 
who sent me! 

You may think He is being vague but they all understood who 
He said sent Him!  

Jesus has spent much time in Jerusalem as well as Galilee. As we read 
this first part of this chapter, something was missing:  Signs and 
Miracles. Instead, He taught. He told them the truth about who He 
was. But many still refused to believe because they “loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his 
deeds should be exposed.”   
 

This is what we are up against. People don’t want the truth because 
they can’t handle the truth. Their pride resists the truth because they 
just can’t believe that they are sinners. So, they push back with lies (I 
am not a sinner), and more lies (there isn’t any sin) , and the greatest 
lie (I am perfectly fine without God or even ‘there is no God’).  They 
will hate you for telling them the truth. They might even hate you for 
simply being a believer.  Sooner or later, that hate will take form and 
persecution will come. We see it in the Middle East and in the Far 
East.  
 

The seeds of persecution have been planted here in our country. The 
seeds are starting to grow. Are we ready?  Are we rooted firmly in the 
Word?  Are we healthy branches abiding in the True Vine?  Do we 
know that He who is in us is greater than He that is the world?  Do we 
know that He has promised to come for us, His Bride! Do we know 

that “…all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to 
the glory of God through us”?   
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Being ready is knowing the truth and standing firm on it. We know  
the Truth and we stand on the Rock:  Jesus! 


