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Last week we managed to get thru about 13 verses in John 7 with the time 
we had remaining in the service.  I gave a mini teaching on the Feasts of the 
LORD.  Many believe that they are a prophetic timetable for the End of 
Days, the 7-year Tribulation and of course, our eternal life with our LORD.  
 

The first 4 feasts have been fulfilled in Jesus already. And now we are in the 
intervening summer months between Pentecost (known as Shavuot) and 
the final 3 Feasts, the first of which is Trumpets.  Of course, this summer 
has been about 24,000 months long. But the truth is we’re closer to the 
fulfillment of the fall Feasts with each passing year. We discussed how the 
first of the Fall Feasts symbolize three prophetic events of the End Days:  
 

1. The coming for His Bride which many believe will be fulfilled around 
the time of the Feast of Trumpets.  

2. Then the Tribulation will fulfill Yom Kippur, or the Day of Atonement 

3. Then finally, the Feast of Tabernacles will usher in His Second 
Coming and the establishment of His kingdom of rest, even into 
eternity.  

 

We learned that “rest” is not the cessation of activity. Rest is a state of being 
even in the most active of moments. Rest is a state of absolute trust, 
absolute peace, absolute comfort, and certainly absolute and utter 
satisfaction.  Rest will be a state of sinless wonder and even though sin was 
defeated on the cross, we must bear our cross everyday because of the flesh, 
the world systems, and the devil.  This trifecta of sorrows will be gone AND 
forgotten! 

(((SLIDE))) 
 

Revelation 21:4 NKJV  And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall 
be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." 

 

Now, let’s continue with our story of the time Jesus went to the Feast of 
Booths.  We will clearly see that during this Feast, there was doubt, debate, 
divisiveness, and decisions to be made.  The main question is “Could this 
Man be the Messiah?”. This is a question of utmost importance, and you 
might even say, it’s a matter of life and death!    
 

John 7:14-20  Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the 
temple and taught.  (15)  And the Jews marveled, saying, "How does this 
Man know letters, having never studied?"  (16)  Jesus answered them and 
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said, "My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me.  (17)  If anyone wills to 
do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God 
or whether I speak on My own authority.  (18)  He who speaks from 
himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who 
sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.  (19)  Did not Moses 
give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? Why do you seek to 
kill Me?"  (20)  The people answered and said, "You have a demon. Who is 
seeking to kill You?"   
 

It was in the middle of this 8-day feast that Jesus went into the 
Temple to teach.  I don’t believe we should read into the word 
“doctrine” too much for the word simply means ‘teaching’.  And what 
a powerful and confrontational teaching this was:  “You were given 
the Law by Moses and yet, none of you keeps the law”!  Can you 
imagine how that sounded to the “greatest” religious leaders of His 
time?  Could Jesus be any more divisive?   
 

But once again, His teachings astounded those who heard Him. The 
Jewish religious leaders couldn’t figure out where He learned with 
such depth.  He didn’t study in Jerusalem under some Rabbi. Add to 
that that He was a commoner and a Galilean, therefore, they were 
totally befuddled and quite prejudiced with regards to this Man.  
 

But we remember that Luke wrote of the time the young Jesus was 
found in the Temple speaking with the teachers: 

(((slide))) 

Luke 2:41-42 NKJV  His parents went to Jerusalem every year 
at the Feast of the Passover.  (42)  And when He was twelve 
years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom 
of the feast. 
 

Luke 2:46-47 NKJV  Now so it was that after three days they 
found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, 
both listening to them and asking them questions.  (47)  And 
all who heard Him were astonished at His 
understanding and answers. 
 

So, like before, He teaches in the Power of the Holy Spirit. His 
teachings are not His own but the Father’s. Jesus tells them that the 
way to understand His teachings is to “do the will of the Father who 
sent Him”.  And what is the Father’s will? 
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(((slide))) 
 

And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees 
the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will 
raise him up at the last day.” John 6:40 NKJV   

 

And furthermore He tells them, “you question me and yet the One 
who sent me is True and Righteous! Why do you seek to kill me when 
all of you are guilty of disobeying the Law and deserve death?” 
 

And they respond with an accusation of demon possession because 
He claims that there is a death-sentence on His head. Those who 
traveled far had never heard of such a thing!   He must be crazy! 
 

(21)  Jesus answered and said to them, “I did one work, and you all marvel.  
(22)  Moses therefore gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but 
from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath.  (23)  If a man 
receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the law of Moses should not 
be broken, are you angry with Me because I made a man completely 
well on the Sabbath?  (24)  Do not judge according to appearance, but 
judge with righteous judgment.”   

 

So, Jesus asks, “if circumcision is allowed on the Sabbath, why not a 
deed of mercy such has healing?”. (((SLIDE))) Elsewhere He asked, 
"Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to 
kill?" (Mark 3:4)  (Brilliant question!  If you believe it is not good 
to heal on the Sabbath and the person dies, isn’t that murder?  If you 
believe that it is good to do good on the Sabbath, why do you 
condemn me for healing? Or why would you prevent me from doing 
so?) 
 

Do not be a hypocritical judge or one who judges by what he sees, but 
rather, judge with righteous judgment. (this is something 
legalists find difficult if not impossible to do!) 

 

(25)  Now some of them from Jerusalem said, “Is this not He whom they 
seek to kill?  (26)  But look! He speaks boldly, and they say nothing to Him. 
Do the rulers know indeed that this is truly the Christ?  (27)  However, we 
know where this Man is from; but when the Christ comes, no one knows 
where He is from.”   
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Having just been accused of having a demon because He said that 
there are those who seek to kill Him. But now, they admit that there 
are some who seek to kill Him.  Make up your minds, people!!  
The Jerusalemites knew of the plots to kill Jesus But why are the 
Jewish leaders silent?  Are they silent because they believe He is the 
Christ and don’t want to deal with that reality?  Then they speak out 
of Willful Ignorance when they say “we know that He is from either 
Bethlehem or Nazareth, but no one knows where the Messiah coms 
from”.  Now, we Bible scholars know Micah 5:2     

(((slide))) 
 

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among 
the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 
The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of 
old, From everlasting." 

 

   But they repeat a theory the Jewish sages derived from Malachi 3:1   
 

"Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way 
before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come 
to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom 
you delight. Behold, He is coming," Says the LORD of hosts. 
 

Many believed that the Messiah would suddenly appear out of 
nowhere giving credence to His divinity!   
 

Clearly confusion reigns in Jerusalem! 
 

(28)  Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, "You both 
know Me, and you know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, 
but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know.  (29)  But I know Him, 
for I am from Him, and He sent Me."   

The best way to understand the first part of verse 28 is if you hear it 
as sarcasm. It sounds something like “So, you know me and 
where I’m from origin? I don’t think so!”  I did not come on 
my own. The One who sent me is true and therefore, you don’t 
know Him either!!  But I know Him for I’m from Him and it was He 
who sent me! 

You may think He is being vague or obtuse, but they all understood 
who He said sent Him!  
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(John 7:30 NKJV)  Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one laid a 
hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come. 
 

This isn’t “taking to make Him King!”.  They want Him to stand 
before the Sanhedrin and be tried.  
 

Jesus, however, prevented anyone from doing this for it was not yet 
time!   
 

(John 7:31 NKJV)  And many of the people believed in Him, and said, 
"When the Christ comes, will He do more signs than these which this Man 
has done?" 
 

But, there were many who believed in Him!  
(((SLIDE))) 
 

“And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes.”  (Mark 1:22 NKJV) 

 

When He had come to His own country, He taught them in their 
synagogue, so that they were astonished and said, "Where did this 
Man get this wisdom and these mighty works?  (Matthew 13:54 
NKJV) 

 

If we just consider this Gospel account, then Jesus had: (((SLIDE))) 

1. Turned water into wine 
2. Healed a ruler’s dying son 
3. Healed a lame man at the Pool of Bethesda 
4. Fed 5000 men (plus women and children) with 5 loaves and 2 

fishes. 
5. Healed a man on the Sabbath 
 

Not to mention His teachings in John 3 to Nicodemus,  John 4 to the 
Samaritan woman, John 5 revealing the His relationship with His 
Heavenly Father, and John 6, where He declared the first of seven “I 
AM statements”, namely, I AM the Bread of Life! 
 

So, the question: “When the Christ comes, will He do more signs than these 
which this Man has done?" is a strange one.  Are they saying, “He’s not the 
Christ,  but we can’t imagine the Christ doing more than this “man”!  Or are 
they saying, we can’t imagine anyone else teaching and doing what this 
Man has done, so, is He not the Christ?” 
 

I believe it’s the latter:  the admission of His uniqueness and power, for no 
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one else has ever done what He has done…and we cannot imagine anyone 
else doing it in the future!!! 
 

(John 7:32 NKJV)  The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things 
concerning Him, and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to 
take Him.    
 

The Pharisees heard the grumbling of the people. I’m sure that they 
were more concerned with those who believed in Jesus than those 
who were not convinced about His Messiahship, especially all that 
talk about His being the Son sent by God, who He called “My Father”. 
 

So, they sent officers to get Him. Afterall, if Jesus was winning over 
the masses, they worried about these folks challenging their authority 
over them!   
 

These officers were part of the Sanhedrin court who were the 
governing officials that had the power to arrest individuals who broke 
the religious and civil Laws according to Moses and the Oral Law. 
   

(John 7:33 NKJV)  Then Jesus said to them, "I shall be with you a little 
while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me. (John 7:34 NKJV)  You 
will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come."  (John 
7:35 NKJV)  Then the Jews said among themselves, "Where does He intend 
to go that we shall not find Him? Does He intend to go to the Dispersion 
among the Greeks and teach the Greeks?  (John 7:36 NKJV)  What is this 
thing that He said, 'You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you 
cannot come'?" 
 

Meanwhile, Jesus continues to speak to the people in the Temple. But 
what He says is hard to hear!  Remember this started in Verse 28-30: 

 

 (((SLIDE))) 

(28)  Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, 
"You both know Me, and you know where I am from; and I have 
not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do 
not know.  (29)  But I know Him, for I am from Him, and He 
sent Me." (30)  Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one 
laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come. 

 

And now He tells them 
 (((SLIDE))) 

 
"I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to Him 
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who sent Me. You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am 
you cannot come."  John 7:33-34 

 
He tells them 2 things: 
1. “I will go to My heavenly Father.”  
2. “I will go when I want to go, not when you or any man wills it”. 
3. “You might wish to seize me, but no one can arrest me, silence me 

nor kill me without my say so.  
4. “Where I am going, you cannot come!” 
 

But what is He saying when He says, “You will seek Me and not find 
Me, and where I am you cannot come”? Clearly, they were confused! 
Did He intend to go into the Diaspora to teach the Jews there?  Or 
even the Greeks?  They just don’t get it! 

 

Jesus, God the Son, will return to His God the Father!  Unless He is 
saying that it will be an Elijah-type of return, He’s speaking of His 
death.  This too they do not get!   
 
But the most difficult of all He said, the thing that they even repeated 
was “You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot 
come”. It’s too bad they could not comprehend it because He’s 
speaking of eternal life.  What?  Are there those who seek Jesus but 
not find Him?  Doesn’t this contradict Scripture? 
 

(Deuteronomy 4:29 NKJV)  But from there you will seek the 
LORD your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with all 
your heart and with all your soul. 
  

Psalms 27:7-8  Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice! Have 
mercy also upon me, and answer me.  (8)  When You said, "Seek 
My face," My heart said to You, "Your face, LORD, I will seek." 

 
But Jesus would never refuse someone, would He?  Would there ever 
come a time were Jesus says, “too late!”?   Let’s look at another 
Scripture: 

 
Proverbs 1:22-28 NKJV  "How long, you simple ones (meaning 
silly or foolish), will you love simplicity? For scorners delight in 
their scorning, And fools hate knowledge.  …  (24)  Because I 
have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and 
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no one regarded,  (25)  Because you disdained all my counsel, 
And would have none of my rebuke …  (28)  "Then they will call 
on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, 
but they will not find me. 

 
Who will He not receive?  Those who are motivated by what they can 
get from Him;  those who are motivated by hellfire but will only come 
on their own terms; those who believe that they are worthy because of 
the ‘wonderful and sacrificial works’ they have performed, and 
therefore God is obligated to give them entrance into Heaven.  And 
the list goes on…. Only God knows the heart and whether it is full of 
blackness or light…How many times will they hear this before they 
believe it?  How long will they wait or worse, refuse to come to Him 
who is the Source of Life?  How long will they refuse to bow down to 
drink from the River of Life?   How long will they reject the True Love 
and continue in the lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh and the pride of 
life?  Some will do this boast in it --  even in their final breath! 
 
But God, gracious and merciful, full of compassion and pity, 
overflowing with love for what He has created, will not sit by silently!  
Our God speaks and our God hears the silent cries of our hearts!  And 
our God came down.  It was during this time that God the Son came 
into the Temple during the Feast of Tabernacles. Jesus was there 
celebrating and teaching. Jesus was certainly familiar with the 
Rabbinic rituals that were followed during the first 7 days.  One such 
ritual was the “water pouring ritual”.  Another was the “willow 
processional” and a third, the sacrifices as prescribed in Numbers 29. 
More on this later.  

 
Now on the last day of the Feast, Jesus made a declaration that was so 
profound, so controversial, that it caused another ruckus in the Temple.  
 

John 7:37-38 KJV  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink.  (38)  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living water. (39)  But this He spoke concerning 
the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit 
was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
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John the Apostle already interpreted the meaning of what Jesus said. It 

concerns the Holy Spirit whom ALL true believers will receive!  The KJV 

renders the English word “belly” correctly. Many other translations use the 

word “heart”.  But it’s the “belly” that is considered the seat of the Spirit (or 

heart) in a person.  The Spirit will flow out of our “bellies” like a river of 

living water!  This most of us understand and remember that Jesus spoke to 

the Samaritan woman about it: 

(((SLIDE)))  

John 4:13-14 NKJV  Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks 
of this water will thirst again,  (14)  but whoever drinks of the water 
that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give 
him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into 
everlasting life." 

 

Last week, we discussed the Feast of Tabernacles as symbolizing our “rest” 

in Messiah. But there are other major themes and symbols in this Feast of 

the LORD.  While we know that Passover is a picture of our redemption 

from sin and the world, Tabernacles, the last of the Feasts,  is a picture of 

the Joys of salvation, even in the midst of the wilderness!  It was Messiah 

who redeemed; it was Messiah who brought bread from Heaven; and it was 

Messiah that brought living water from a rock. Therefore, Moses wrote: 

(((SLIDE))) 

Deuteronomy 16:14-15 NKJV  (14)  And you shall rejoice in your feast, you 
and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant 
and the Levite, the stranger and the fatherless and the widow, who are 
within your gates.  (15)  Seven days you shall keep a sacred feast to the 
LORD your God in the place which the LORD chooses, because the LORD 
your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your 
hands, so that you surely rejoice. 
     

So, next week we will discuss another major theme of the Feast of 

Tabernacles:  living water!   You see, during the entire week of this Feasts, 

the priests   would perform traditional rituals associated with the Feast 

other than sacrifices. There was a procession of the Willow Branches and 

the Pouring out of Living Water upon the Altar.    
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But today, we certainly saw the doubts, the debates, the divisiveness caused 

by Jesus, and decision that everyone must make.  

Jesus never makes it easy. He challenges everyone’s sense of reality. CS 

Lewis also posed the question that was first proposed by John Duncan 

(1796-1870).  Lewis wrote:  

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that 

people often say about Him [that is, Christ]: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as 

a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ That is the 

one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the 

sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would 

either be a lunatic–on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg–

or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either 

this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something 

worse…. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him 

as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let 

us not come up with any patronising nonsense about His being a great 

human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” 

 


