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Last week we spoke about how divided the people were about Jesus. 
This week, it hasn’t changed. And, it has never changed! 
 

(John 7:37 NKJV)  On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me 
and drink.  (John 7:38 NKJV)  He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water." 
(John 7:39 NKJV)  But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom 
those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet 
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

This statement was made when Jesus, who was teaching in the 
Temple, stood up and raised His voice so that many could hear 
Him.  At first glance, it’s difficult to understand the context of 
what He was saying.  What did this living water have to do with 
the Feast of Booths?  The last time He spoke of it He was sitting 
at a well with a Samaritan woman so it made some sense: 
(((SLIDE))) 
 

John 4:13-14 NKJV  Jesus answered and said to her, 
"Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again,  (14)  but 
whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will 
never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will 
become in him a fountain of water springing up into 
everlasting life." 

 

This time the Apostle John explains what He was saying to his 
readers: Jesus was speaking about the Holy Spirit who was to 
be given to every born-again believer.  The Spirit will be given 
so that every believer might pour out His graces, His fruit and 
His gifts.  
 

The Jewish people at the Feast would have understood the 
reference to water. For a week now, the Feast-goers witnessed 
first-hand three rituals:   
1. There were sacrifices prescribed by the Law and recorded in 

Numbers 29.  
2. There was the gathering of the willow branches of the priests 

that would represent the booths in which they were 
commanded to build.  

3. There was a water-pouring ceremony on the Altar. Those in 
the Temple grounds saw this ceremony all 7 days of the 
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Feast. This last day was to be a holy assembly of the peoples 
to be a day of sacrifice and prayer. It was to be a sabbath-day 
in that no work was to be performed.  

 

There was also much celebration for this is the only Feast that 
the LORD commands the people to “rejoice”.  
(((SLIDE))) 
 

Leviticus 23:40 NKJV  And you shall take for yourselves 
on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees, branches of 
palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the 
brook; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God 
for seven days. 
 

As a side note:  The LORD also appointed this Feast as a the 
time of the 7-year Sabbath rest for the land and the release of 
all debts owed by a relative or neighbor. BTW: the Hebrew 
word for ‘release’ is “Shemita”.  You can read about this in 
Deuteronomy 15 and elsewhere in the Torah (the 5 Books of 
Moses). 
 

The Exodus was a time to celebrate the redemption and 
salvation of the Jewish peoples from bondage in Egypt. Many 
Rabbis saw a connection with a couple of verses in Isaiah 12 
with this rejoicing: 

(((SLIDE))) 

Isaiah 12:2-3 NKJV  Behold, God is my salvation, I will 
trust and not be afraid; 'For YAH, the LORD, is my 
strength and song; He also has become my salvation.' "  
(3)  Therefore with joy you will draw water From the 
wells of salvation. 

 

And there’s that promise in Joel 2: 

(((SLIDE))) 
 

Joel 2:28-29 NKJV  "And it shall come to pass afterward 
That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men 
shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions.  
(29)  And also on My menservants and on My 
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 
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As was their way, the rabbis and priests created ceremonies and 
rituals for this Feast and treated them as law even though 
nothing is prescribed in Scriptures.  The Sadducees objected to 
these rituals for exactly that reason:  why are you doing what 
has not been described in the written Word?  And that’s the 
point:  these things were in the Oral Law that the Pharisees held 
in the highest esteem.  
 

Putting that controversy aside, let’s look briefly at what Jesus 
would have witnessed and perhaps why He said what He said in 
verses 37-38: 

(((SLIDE – LEAVE ON SCREEN))) 
 

"If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who 
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water." 

The Rituals: 

Each morning of the Feast  a group of priests prepared the 
sacrifices  as prescribed in Numbers 29. Then two other groups 
of priests went out two different gates to go to their assigned 
destinations. 

One group of priests went out the Eastern Gate of the Temple 
and went to the Motzah Valley Located at the western edge of 
Jerusalem in the Judean Hills. Here they would cut willows that 
had to be at least 25 feet tall. After this, they would form 
horizonal rows with each row of priests holding a willow branch  
So, there would be row after row of the willows.  The priests 
walked in cadence.  As they marched, they waved the willow 
branches which made a ‘swishing sound’ like the wind.  The 
word wind and spirit in Hebrew are both Ruach. This 
ceremony was symbolic or representative of the holy spirit of 
God coming upon the city of Jerusalem." This would remind 
the people of one of the prophesy of the Last Days: 
(((SLIDE))) 
 

Zechariah 14:8-9 NKJV  And in that day it shall be— That 
living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, Half of them 
toward the eastern sea And half of them toward the 
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western sea; In both summer and winter it shall occur.  
(9)  And the LORD shall be King over all the earth. In that 
day it shall be "The LORD is one," And His name one. 

Meanwhile another group of priests, headed by the High 
Priest, went out the gate known as the Water Gate. They would 
go to the pool known as 'Siloam' which means 'gently flowing 
waters.' There the High Priest had a golden pitcher and drew 
the water known as the living water and held it in the pitcher. 
His assistant held a silver vase containing wine. They too would 
march back to their gate.  

When each party was back at their gate, the shofar was blown to 
alert those in the Temple that they had all arrived.  Then one 
man would stand up and play the flute. The flute player is 
called 'the pierced one' because the flute is pierced. For us, 
the flute represents the Messiah who was pierced for our 
transgressions. The flute player led the procession. The pierced 
one blows the call for the wind and the water to enter the 
temple. The priests from the valley of Motzah walked in a 
cadence swishing the willows in order to come into the Temple. 
This group then circled the altar seven times.  

The priests that were slaying the sacrifices now approached the 
altar, and to lay the sacrifices on the fires. The High Priest and 
his assistant came to the altar and all the people of Israel are 
gathered into the courts around there. The people start 
singing, 'With joy we will draw water out of the well of 
salvation' (Isaiah 12:3)." 

"The High Priest takes his golden vase and pours it contents on 
one of the corners of the altar where the horns are. There are 
two bowls built into the altar. Each bowl has a hole in it. The 
water and the wine are poured out over the altar. At the same 
time, the priests laid the willows upright against the altar, 
making a sukkah [tabernacle].   

Though not explicitly mandated in the Old Testament, the water 
libation is part of the oral tradition passed down from the time of 
Moses. For this reason, the Sadducees, who rejected the Oral Law, 



5 | P a g e  
 

bitterly disputed the practice and did not believe that the water 
libation ritual was legitimate. 

Thanks to the Oral Law, there is confusion about whether the Feast of 
Tabernacles is 7 or 8 days long.  The Rabbis debated and debated and 
debated and decided that it was 7 days only and that the 8th day was 
not unconnected to the feast.   

Leviticus 23:36 NKJV  For seven days you shall offer an offering 
made by fire to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall have a 
holy convocation, and you shall offer an offering made by fire to 
the LORD. It is a sacred assembly, and you shall do no 
customary work on it. 

So, the seventh or eighth day of the feast is called “Hoshana Rabbah”, 
which literally means, “the great hosanna, the great salvation” -- 
the festival activities were different from those of each of the previous 
days when the priests circled the altar in a procession, singing Psalm 
118:25.  

(((SLIDE))) 

Psalms 118:25 NKJV  Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I 
pray, send now prosperity. 

On the 7th or 8th day of the feast the altar is circled seven times as all 
the people cried, “Save now!” seven times. 

It was at this time (the last day) that Jesus stood up and cried out: 

(((SLIDE))) 

"If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who 
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water." (John 7:37-39)   

Jesus told the crowds of people that it’s believing in Him that will 
bring rivers of living water flowing out of their bellies. Saying “as the 
Scripture has said” is declaring that the Scriptures were about Him, 
and believing in Him!  No wonder the people were so divided about 
who this Man was!  
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John 7:40-53 NKJV  Therefore many from the crowd, when they 
heard this saying, said, "Truly this is the Prophet."  (41)  Others said, 
"This is the Christ." But some said, "Will the Christ come out of 
Galilee?  (42)  Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from 
the seed of David and from the town of Bethlehem, where David 
was?"  (43)  So there was a division among the people because of 
Him.  (44)  Now some of them wanted to take Him, but no one laid 
hands on Him.  (45)  Then the officers came to the chief priests and 
Pharisees, who said to them, "Why have you not brought Him?"  (46)  
The officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this Man!"  (47)  Then 
the Pharisees answered them, "Are you also deceived?  (48)  Have any 
of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him?  (49)  But this crowd 
that does not know the law is accursed."  (50)  Nicodemus (he who 
came to Jesus by night, being one of them) said to them,  (51)  "Does 
our law judge a man before it hears him and knows what he is doing?"  
(52)  They answered and said to him, "Are you also from Galilee? 
Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of Galilee."  (53)  And 
everyone went to his own house. 
 

People just can’t decide what to do about this “Man”.  It seems that 

they either love Him or hate Him. They either believe in Him, believe 
in Moses or believe nothing at all!  It appears that there is no middle 

ground, no fence to sit upon.  

Many said that He was The Prophet and the Messiah. Many others 

said is He?  Did he come from the seed of David and from Bethlehem? 

Well, as a matter of fact, He Did!   

Their confusion was warranted:  their problem had to do with 1)  ‘fake 
news’, (that is, wrong teaching), 2)  a lack of understanding of 
Scriptures (only the Temple and Synagogues had the Scrolls) and 3) 
an envious religious body of men who were so threatened by this Man 
that they just wanted him gone, that is, dead!   
 

Those in charge hated Him. Even when Nicodemus spoke rationally 
about it, even according to the Law, the leaders rejected his argument 
and then told the “Teacher of Israel”,  “Search and look, for no 
prophet has arisen out of Galilee!”  The problem was, they didn’t 
speak the truth. Were they ignorant or lying?  If they had known the 
Scriptures as they said they did, they would have known that one 
prophet did come out of Galilee – Jonah.  Jonah descended from the 
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tribe of Zebulun and was from Gath-Hepher, a town just northwest of 
Nazareth which were both in the Galilee.  Then, there’s the prophesy 
in Isaiah: 
 

(Isaiah 9:1 NKJV)  Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her 
who is distressed, As when at first He lightly esteemed The land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, And afterward more 
heavily oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan, In Galilee of the Gentiles. (Isaiah 9:2 NKJV)  The 
people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those 
who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light 
has shined. 

 

Well, they obviously have selective memories!  And the most ironic 

statement was when they questioned the guards about why they had 

not brought Jesus before them: 

(((SLIDE))) 

John 7:45-49  Then the officers came to the chief priests and 

Pharisees, who said to them, "Why have you not brought Him?"  

(46)  The officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this Man!"  

(47)  Then the Pharisees answered them, "Are you also 

deceived?  (48)  Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed 

in Him?  (49)  But this crowd that does not know the law is 

accursed."   

 

These religious leaders are the very essence of religious pride. They 
viewed the “crowds” as ignorant, commoners, the dregs and refuse of 
the earth!  This is what they thought of the ones they were supposed 
to teach, tend and feed as the “sheep of the pasture”.  These men 
were the deceived ones!  And perhaps not known to them, there 
were Pharisees who believed in Him.   
 

And just knowing about the Law isn’t enough!  Just last week we 
read: 
(((SLIDE))) 
 

John 7:19 NKJV  Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of 
you keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill Me?" 

 

But we must return once again to the declaration of Jesus at the start 
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of this teaching: 
(((SLIDE))) 
 
John 7:37-38 NKJV  On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me 
and drink.  (38)  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out 
of his heart will flow rivers of living water." 
 

Jesus is not only declaring His Messiahship and His Lordship, He is 
telling them that the Substance of their faith is found in a Person not 
in rituals or ceremonies or even Feast days!  I am NOT saying that we 
should never celebrate the Feasts, I am saying that we must celebrate 
Jesus – and not at an appointed time but all the time. Every day 
should be a  “Hosanna Rabbah” - the great hosanna, the great 
salvation”. 
 

Did we all NOT have the sentence of death on us before He came and 
saved us?   YES we did! 
 

2 Corinthians 1:9-10 NKJV  (9)  Yes, we had the sentence of 
death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in 
God who raises the dead,  (10)  who delivered us from so great a 
death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still 
deliver us 

 

And therefore, did we all not have a great need for what Jesus offers 
in Himself?  Did He not, through the Cross, commute our death 
sentence and not only set us free from the bondage of sin BUT also  
gave us life-everlasting?  Not only did we not get what we truly 
deserved (i.e., mercy) but we did get something that we never could 
deserve (i.e., grace). The cost to us?  None. The cost to Jesus? Death 
and the shedding of His blood.  (((SLIDE))) So, look at Jesus!   “… 
who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death 
crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might 
taste death for everyone.” Hebrews 2:9     
 

Many of us were probably fascinated with this Feast and the seven 
days of rejoicing and the rituals stuffed with meaning. And the more 
you see Jesus in each of the Feasts, the more you grow to appreciate 
them. But the problem with rituals and liturgy is that people start to 
lose sight of One for whom they were created:  the LORD.  Six times 
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the phrase “Feasts of the LORD” is found in Scripture. One time it 
also says “these are My feasts”  as a way of reminder of the Substance 
of the Feasts!   
 

No one is saved by observing this feast day or any other day. Even the 
holiest Day of the Year, Yom Kippur a.k.a., The Day of Atonement 
won’t save anyone “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and 
goats could take away sins.”  (Hebrews 10:4 NKJV) 

 
As we sang before, there is nothing under the sun that saves, no,  
Nothing but the Blood of Jesus!     But salvation is not the end!  It’s 
the beginning – the beginning of our relationship with God that is 
everlasting – the beginning of our life in the Spirit that will cause 
rivers of living waters to flow out of our ‘bellies’ into a dry and thirsty 
world who need Jesus, just as we do! 
 
 


