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Last week’s chapter ended rather anti-climatically.  
 

John 7:53 NKJV  And everyone went to his own house. 
 

The feast is over. People are heading home, and the locals are going 
back to their houses. Then they would return to their lives doing 
whatever they did before the Feast. Did anyone consider what the 
rabbi from Galilee said to them?  Did they talk about it while sitting at 
the dinner table?  Did they ask each other “what did He mean when 
He said ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who 
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow 
rivers of living water.’? Did we talk about it with anyone else?  
Perhaps. It’s a good thing to discuss these things with to each other or 
to someone else after a Wednesday or Sunday teaching. I certainly 
hope it’s not about what I said, but rather what the Holy Spirit said 
through the writers or rather what the LORD said Himself -- 
especially what He said!  (((SLIDE)))  Did He not say to His disciples, 
“The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life”.?    
 

Today, our Savior will speak again.  I believe that we will also think 
that His words are spirit and they are life. I believe that we too will 
say to our loved ones, friends and neighbors, “No man ever spoke like 
this Man!”.  And perhaps something He says might cause us to ask 
once again, “Who are You?” because His words are so beyond our 
natural understanding.  Let us pray that we always have our hearts 
and minds ready to receive what the Spirit will teach us about our 
LORD…let us pray that we never become thick with unbelief or deaf 
from pride.   
 

John 8:1-11 NKJV  But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.   
 

Jesus went again to the Mount of Olives. That was His home-
away-from-home, so to speak. Since nothing is written about it, 
perhaps John is indicating that He went up there alone. But we 
know that Jesus was never alone: He was with His Father. Do 
we know that we are not alone even when we are by ourselves?  
(((SLIDE))) Did He not tell us in Matthew 28:20, “and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age”?  Remember,  we 
are closer to the end of the age then those who heard these 
Words from the Master Himself!!! 
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Our first passage is about an incident that happened while Jesus was 
in the Temple teaching. There was a big crowd around Him and, as 
was the custom of that time, He sat while those who listened stood. 
Note that Jesus went into the Temple courts to teach – even though 
the leaders wanted to kill Him!  His teachings were that important!! 
 

Then all of a sudden, a commotion erupted….let’s read… 
 

John 8:2  Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, 
and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them.  
(3)  Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught 
in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst,  (4)  they said to 
Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act.  
(5)  Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be 
stoned. But what do You say?"  (6)  This they said, testing Him, that 
they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus 
stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He 
did not hear.  (7)  So when they continued asking Him, He raised 
Himself up and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let 
him throw a stone at her first."  (8)  And again He stooped down and 
wrote on the ground.  (9)  Then those who heard it, being convicted 
by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest 
even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in 
the midst.  (10)  When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one 
but the woman, He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of 
yours? Has no one condemned you?"  (11)  She said, "No one, Lord." 
And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no 
more." 
 

So many questions….so few answers…. 
 

Where was the man?  Doesn’t the act of adultery require 2 
people?  Who and how were they caught in the very act?   Did a 
husband come home and find his wife with another man?   Did 
a wife come home and find her husband with another woman?  
Was this all planned in advance so that they could test Jesus? 
 

These and so many other questions come to mind from this one 
simple incident.  But don’t ask any “what if” questions of the 
nature of “What if they brought both the man and the woman?”.  
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Did Jesus avoid the question of stoning?  This one has an 
answer - Absolutely not!  Did Jesus break the law that said 
that this woman must be stoned to death according to Leviticus 
20:20?  Well, let’s see: 

(((SLIDE))) 

Leviticus 20:10 NKJV  'The man who commits adultery 
with another man's wife, he who commits adultery with 
his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress, shall 
surely be put to death. 

 

And in the case of death penalties, the Law states: 

(((SLIDE))) 

Deuteronomy 17:6-7 NKJV  (6)  Whoever is deserving of 
death shall be put to death on the testimony of two or 
three witnesses; he shall not be put to death on the 
testimony of one witness.  (7)  The hands of the 
witnesses shall be the first against him to put him 
to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So 
you shall put away the evil from among you. 

 

Read carefully, the law specifies both the man and woman were 
to be put to death!  But only the woman was brought to Him. A 
crowd of men brought the woman. Were they all 
eyewitnesses? Were the witnesses even there?  It doesn’t 
say! 
 

What did Jesus see?  He saw the effects of hypocrisy, of 
legalism, of stone-cold hard hearts and He saw that it wasn’t 
about the woman as much as it was about Him because they 
once again wanted to test Him and as John indicates, they 
wanted to trap Him.  Would He say “let her go” because He 
was full of grace and truth, ignoring the Law?  Or would He say, 
“stone her to death” because He never violated the Law. But, 
the Pharisees would then accuse before the Roman officials 
because capital punishment was against the law for the Jews?  
  

So, Jesus simply and elegantly turns the table onto them: If 
there is but one man without sin among you, let him throw a 
stone at her first.  Read it carefully, IF there is but one man 
without sin, he can throw a stone at her first…then the rest of 
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you can follow!  That “one man”, by all intents and purposes, 
had to be the witness!   All of a sudden, the full force of His 
response hit them. Conviction swept over them. Then, as if it 
were recorded in slow motion, He heard the rocks fall from 
their hands (thump, thump, thump) and their defeated 
footsteps (scrape, scrape, scrape) as they walked away. Then  
the question of the ages:  “What did He write in the sand?”.  We 
don’t know, but I like the idea of Him simply doodling!   
 

Jesus showed mercy where the men of Jerusalem did not.  
Jesus did not condemn her, but He did give her a stern 
warning: “Go and sin no more!”.  Why did He let her go scot-
free?   More importantly, why did He do the same for us? 

(((SLIDE))) 

John 3:17-21 NKJV  For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.  (18)  "He who believes in 
Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.    

 

John 8:12-30 NKJV  Then Jesus spoke to them again, 
saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."   

 

It appears that Jesus went back to teaching after the incident.  
The first thing He says is, "I am the light of the world’.  
 

This is the second “I AM” declaration that Jesus spoke. John’s 
gospel makes much of the contrast of LIGHT and DARKNESS. 
We know that they are symbolic of Good and Evil, 
Righteousness and Unrighteousness.  But when He said that He 
was the light of the world, one thing came to my mind:   
 

Genesis 1:2-4 NKJV  The earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.  (3)  
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  
(4)  And God saw the light, that it was good; and God 
divided the light from the darkness. 
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Jesus, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, the Word that is God, 
spoke light into the world. We see because of the Sun and 
Moon but we know and understand truth because of His 
Light. His Light is medicinal and restorative for it can heal the 
effects of the darkness in the word. And we need never to walk 
in the darkness of the world as long as we follow the Light. 
Jesus who gives true life to all who believe is that Light. 
  

There are many scriptures about light and darkness…too many for 
one morning teaching. There’s a couple that I’d like to share : 
 

This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare 
to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. ….. But 
if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.  (1 John 1:5,7 NKJV) 

 

 (((SLIDE))) 

And because of the times we are in: 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 NKJV  (1)  But concerning the times and 
the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to 
you.  (2)  For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so comes as a thief in the night.  (3)  For when they say, 
"Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, 
as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not 
escape.  (4)  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this 
Day should overtake you as a thief.  (5)  You are all sons of light 
and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.  (6)  
Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be 
sober.  (7)  For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who 
get drunk are drunk at night.  (8)  But let us who are of the day 
be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a 
helmet the hope of salvation.  (9)  For God did not appoint us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
(10)  who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should 
live together with Him.  (11)  Therefore comfort each other and 
edify one another, just as you also are doing. 

 

And just to prove His point about being in darkness, the Pharisees 
respond: 
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(13)  The Pharisees therefore said to Him, "You bear witness of 
Yourself; Your witness is not true."   
 

Blinded by the Law, all that the leaders see is “that’s not true 
because You can’t bear witness of Yourself”.  Walking in 
darkness does that to a person.  
 

(14)  Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I bear witness of 
Myself, My witness is true, for I know where I came from and where I 
am going; but you do not know where I come from and where I am 
going.  (15)  You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one.  (16)  
And yet if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I 
am with the Father who sent Me.  (17)  It is also written in your law 
that the testimony of two men is true.  (18)  I am One who bears 
witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me."  
  

Jesus once again has to explain something about Himself that 
He’s explained before:   

 

John 7:28-29 NKJV  Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in 
the temple, saying, "You both know Me, and you know 
where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He 
who sent Me is true, whom you do not know.  (29)  But I 
know Him, for I am from Him, and He sent Me." 

 

Jesus is saying, “Where I am from and shortly going to is 
someplace you cannot come. I am from above; you are from 
below. The place above is where My Father is, and He also bears 
witness of Me because it was He who sent Me!  Therefore, even 
if I bear witness of Myself, My Father who is always with Me 
also bears witness!  Do you understand what I am saying? 
 

No, they did not! 
 

 (19)  Then they said to Him, "Where is Your Father?" Jesus 
answered, "You know neither Me nor My Father. If you had known 
Me, you would have known My Father also."  (20)  These words Jesus 
spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one laid 
hands on Him, for His hour had not yet come.  (21)  Then Jesus said 
to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die 
in your sin. Where I go you cannot come."  (22)  So the Jews 



7 | P a g e  
 

said, "Will He kill Himself, because He says, 'Where I go you cannot 
come'?"  (23)  And He said to them, "You are from beneath; I am from 
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.  (24)  Therefore I 
said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe 
that I am He, you will die in your sins."   
 

Knowing Jesus (that is, understanding who He is), will cause us 
to know the Father as well.   Then Jesus speaks 6 difficult 
words. Six words that speak warning and speak damnation: 
 

“…YOU… will die in your sin” 
 

Frightful!  Why?  Because they “will seek Me … Where I go you cannot 
come."   
 

Really?  Seekers cannot come?  Yes. Because your words mean little, 
but your heart speaks volumes!  What counts is faith and belief! 
 

“for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in 
your sins."   
 

And make no mistake about it, they who seek must 
believe that He is “I AM”. 
 

(25)  Then they said to Him, "Who are You?" And Jesus said to 
them, "Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning.  (26)  
I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who 
sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard 
from Him."  (27)  They did not understand that He spoke to them of 
the Father.  (28)  Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son 
of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of 
Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things.  (29)  And 
He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I 
always do those things that please Him."  (30)  As He spoke these 
words, many believed in Him. 
 

I imagine they are asking Him with a voice of incredulousness. 
And yet, Jesus responds with ‘I’ve been telling you since the 
beginning’.  Does He mean the beginning of His ministry or 
from the day He said, “let there be light”.  I think it’s the latter. 
The LORD has been speaking to us since “the morning and 
evening, the first day”.   
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They did not understand now! But they will know that that “I 
AM” spoke to them after His resurrection, after He was lifted up 
on the cross (which He left unexplained) .   
 

This relationship between the Messiah and His Father spoke 
volumes to the people. Jesus loves His Father who is always 
with Him and in His Love, always did those things that pleased 
Him. He always gives the Father glory for all that He does!   

That reached their hearts and many believed. 
 

John 8:31-38 NKJV  Then Jesus said to those Jews who 
believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 
indeed.  (32)  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free.”  (33)  They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s 
descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can 
You say, ‘You will be made free’?”   

 

The beginning of verse 31 is important:  Jesus spoke to those 
who believed Him.  It’s not that He knew who in the crowd was 
a believer…it’s that those who did believe Him would 
understand and receive this truth He taught.  The freedom we 
have is dependent upon our abiding in His word!  Abiding 
means remaining or staying in the word!  Not just on 
Wednesday or Sunday. We need to read it every day. There are 
many, many plans…find one that you like and follow it. You will 
not regret it!   One hint: if you miss a day or two, don’t try to 
catch up…just start where you left off! 
 

“We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been in 
bondage to anyone.” – WOW what a lie!  The Jews have always 
been in bondage to someone!  But Jesus isn’t speaking of 
physical bondage… 
 

If we have been set free from sin, why do we still sin?  The flesh. 
That’s why Paul said: 

 

Galatians 2:20 NKJV  I have been crucified with Christ; it 
is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
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(34)  Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 
commits sin is a slave of sin.  (35)  And a slave does not abide in the 
house forever, but a son abides forever.  (36)  Therefore if the Son 
makes you free, you shall be free indeed.  (37)  “I know that you are 
Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My word has 
no place in you.  (38)  I speak what I have seen with My Father, and 
you do what you have seen with your father.” 
 

Everyone who habitually commits sin is a slave of sin. But the slave 
does not abide in the house forever.  The house, I believe, is this life.  
Those who choose a lifestyle of sin will not enter: 
 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 NKJV  (9)  Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
homosexuals, nor sodomites,  (10)  nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 

 

The Son abides forever. And if the Son then all those who 
believe in the Son!  

 

We must be in the same kind of relationship that Jesus has with His 
Father.  Impossible, you say?  In many ways, yes. However, can we 
not do what Jesus did?  Did He not show grace and mercy to those 
around Him?  Did He not love them and show them that He loved 
them? Did He not speak the truth?  Did He not do all that His Father 
asked of Him?  Can we not do the same?  I think we can.  

 

We believe that our King Messiah will return at ANY time. Jesus said 
to “be ready”. Ultimately, being ready is being faithful and ever 
believing that Jesus is the Great I AM. Being ready is to answer the 
question, “Who Are You?”.  If you can answer, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.”  (Matthew 16:16 NKJV),  you 
are His and He is yours!   
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