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Since we had a break in the action last week, I want to first remind us 
of how we got to our passage this morning. We’ve been in chapter 8 of 
John. We studied the incident of the woman caught in adultery and 
we saw how Jesus handled the hypocrisy of those who brought her to 
Him to be judged and sentenced. We saw how, one by one, each man 
walked away unable to throw a rock at her – because they too were 
guilty of sinning.  

 

Then we read a long passage that started in verse 12: 

 

John 8:12-33 NKJV  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am 
the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, 
but have the light of life."   

 

In the next 25 or so verses we learned much about our Messiah: 

 

1. Jesus is the Light of the world.  Jesus brings light to all our 
thoughts, all our words and all our deeds. This light is not 
meant to condemn but to bring truth into everything and 
therefore to bring healing and reconciliation, and ultimately to 
bring glory to the Father.  

2. Both the Son and Father bear witness of Jesus. It is His 
relationship with His Father that allows Jesus to bear witness of 
Himself.  

3. We are of this world. He is from above. Just as the Father is 
separated from His creation, Jesus is too. Jesus, as God the Son, 
was sent by His Father from His True Home, that is, from 
Heaven.    

4. Jesus makes it very clear:  Believe in Him, believe that He is 
who He says He is leads to eternal life.  We will die in our sins if 
we do not.  

5. Jesus only speaks and does those things which He heard from 
His heavenly Father. 

6. When He is lifted up, it will be proof of who He is.  In John 
3:14-15,  we learned that Jesus would provide healing from the 
bite of a serpent just as Moses’ bronze serpent did.  Jesus 
reiterates the truth of His impending sacrificial death.  They 
would be the instruments of God’s decree:  “My Son must die” 
as it is written so clearly and graphically in the Scriptures: 
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a. Isaiah 53:4-5 NKJV  Surely He has borne our griefs And 
carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten by God, and afflicted.  (5)  But He was wounded 
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by 
His stripes we are healed. 

b. Psalms 22:14-17 NKJV  I am poured out like water, And 
all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It has 
melted within Me.  (15)  My strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, And My tongue clings to My jaws; You have 
brought Me to the dust of death.  (16)  For dogs have 
surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has 
enclosed Me. They pierced My hands and My feet;  (17)  I 
can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. 

 

And,  near the end of this passage, Jesus said: 

 

"If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."  (John 8:31-32 
NKJV) 

 

Truth is liberating. Truth shines a light on the darkness that we try to 
live in.  Once truth has its way, we can be free to love Jesus and live 
the life He intended us to live.  Believe and always remain in His 
Word! 

 

Well, then the Pharisees said something so dumb that it was almost 
laughable.  "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in 
bondage to anyone. How can You say, 'You will be made free'?" 

 

I’m surprised that Jesus didn’t laugh and say, “Are you kidding me?” 
But instead, Jesus told them how He could say such a thing: 

  

John 8:34-38 NKJV  Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to 
you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.  (35)  And a slave does not 
abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever.  (36)  Therefore if 
the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.   
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Read between the lines and you will find something profound and 
critical to our salvation:  a slave’s life is an uncertain life. He can be 
beaten, sold or even killed for whatever reason his master concocted. 
This slave is bound by the law to remain with his master.      

 

But the son or daughter of the Master remains forever. It’s the 
relationship that guarantees their assurance of eternity.   

 

This is why the church is not the basis of the relationship, nor is a 
family, nor any works. The only basis of our relationship with God is 
through faith and belief which grants us rebirth into the True family 
of God.  You must be born again! 

 

So. when the Pharisees said “we are Abraham’s descendants” they 
were speaking of a bloodline.  This bloodline should have prepared 
them for the Coming One but when He came and told them the truth, 
they hated Him and wanted Him dead!  Therefore, Jesus told them: 

 

(37)  "I know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you seek to kill 
Me, because My word has no place in you.  (38)  I speak what I have 
seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your 
father." 

 

Here’s the simple truth:   If you are not for God, you are against God.  
And the one who is against God is a child of God’s enemy, who we 
know as that “serpent” of the Garden who deceives the whole world. 

 

So, with that context of Jesus telling them the truth and the 
unbelievers resistance to it, let’s continue: 

 

John 8:39-47 NKJV  They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is 
our father." Jesus said to them, "If you were Abraham's children, you 
would do the works of Abraham.  (40)  But now you seek to kill Me, a 
Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham 
did not do this.   

 

Abraham was their father – at least by blood…but Jesus casts 
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doubts upon their statement.  Saying you were someone’s son 
was the way to establish your identity – “like father, like son”.   

So, if they were truly the sons of Abraham, they would be acting 
like their father, that is, they would be doing the works of 
Abraham.  

 

So, what are the “works of Abraham” that his children should be 
doing?  Simply the work of faith. Believing in the unseen reality 
of God and the heavenly country that is our True Home; For 
example,  believing is not wishing but knowing that God would 
raise Isaac from the dead if Abraham sacrificed him on Mt 
Moriah.   Abraham believed and his true children believe! 

 

Then Jesus tells them another Truth:   Seeking to kill a man is 
something faithful Abraham would never have even considered.  
Then He tells them another truth:   

 

(41)  You do the deeds of your father." Then they said to Him, "We 
were not born of fornication; we have one Father—God."   

 

This accusation followed Jesus all His earthly life. The virgin 
birth was unbelievable and therefore unacceptable in their 
minds. The miraculous is normally unbelievable to the 
unfaithful.  The lie is more reasonable therefore it is believed:  if 
Joseph was not His father, then Mary was unfaithful to her 
betrothed and therefore she was a fornicator. If Mary were a 
fornicator, then Jesus is illegitimate and so is His entire 
ministry, for how can a illegitimate son claim that God is His 
Father… “No, we are the ones whose Father is God!”  

 

(42)  Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love 
Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of 
Myself, but He sent Me.  (43)  Why do you not understand My 
speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word.   

 

What a marvelous but strange remark:  If God were truly your 
Father, you would love His Son”.  Again, “like Father, like Son”. 
But they don’t love Him therefore, they are not children of God. 
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And, because they are not His children, it is impossible to 
receive His Word. If it is impossible to receive the Word, it is 
impossible to believe.  They can’t listen to His Father when they 
are too busy listening to their own father.  And who is their 
father? 

 

(44)  You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your 
father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a 
liar and the father of it.  (45)  But because I tell the truth, you do 
not believe Me.  (46)  Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell 
the truth, why do you not believe Me?  (47)  He who is of God hears 
God's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God." 

  

Jesus makes it very clear:  there is Truth, and He only speaks 
the Truth – this Truth is from His Father. They are not children 
of God but rather children of the devil. The devil is the father of 
‘untruth’ and can only speak lies because that is his natural 
language.  

 

If they will not believe the Truth, then obviously they only want 
to hear the lies – therefore Jesus concludes that these so-called 
men of God are not of God! 

 

They respond in the only way they know how:  they lie again! 

 

John 8:48-59 NKJV  Then the Jews answered and said to Him, "Do 
we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?"   

 

They accuse anyone that comes against them as having a 
demon. This is the first Biblical account of the ‘pot calling the 
kettle black’.  And, of course, we know how they felt about 
Samaritans!  And yet, Jesus witnessed to a Samaritan woman 
and a Samaritan man was one of 10 men cured of leprosy who 
was the only one to show gratitude and to glorify God for his 
healing (John 4; Luke 17:11-16). 
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But Jesus isn’t bothered by their insults and simply continues 
with the Truth! 

 

(49)  Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, 
and you dishonor Me.  (50)  And I do not seek My own glory; there is 
One who seeks and judges.  (51)  Most assuredly, I say to you, if 
anyone keeps My word he shall never see death."   

 

Keeping His words means to guard it, to keep it safe in your 
heart and also to accept it, believe it and when necessary, act on 
it. It is the believing that leads to eternal life. There will never 
be a moment when you experience death!  In that instant you go 
from this life to that life! 

 

(52)  Then the Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a 
demon! Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and You say, 'If anyone 
keeps My word he shall never taste death.'  (53)  Are You greater than 
our father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are dead. Who do 
You make Yourself out to be?"  (54)  Jesus answered, "If I honor 
Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of 
whom you say that He is your God.  (55)  Yet you have not known 
Him, but I know Him. And if I say, 'I do not know Him,' I shall be a 
liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word.  (56)  Your father 
Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad."  (57)  
Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
You seen Abraham?"  (58)  Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say 
to you, before Abraham was, I AM."  (59)  Then they took up stones to 
throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, 
going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 

 

This entire chapter of back and forth, of truth and lies builds to 
this moment. It all comes down to Jesus’ statement: if you 
believe in Me and all that I have said, you will not see death.  

 

The Pharisees and other unbelievers insist that “everybody 
dies”.  Abraham is dead. The Prophets are dead.  Are you 
greater than them?  Who do You think You are? 
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So Jesus tells them:  The Father honors Me, His Son. Even your 
father Abraham, the one whom you claim to be your father, 
knew me. He rejoiced in knowing Me and believed in My 
coming. In his eyes of faith, “he saw it and was glad". 

 

Now wait a cotton-picking minute here. You are not yet fifty 
years old, and have You seen Abraham? 

 

Wait for it….wait for it… 

 

Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I AM."  (John 8:58 NKJV) 

 

They heard it. Their father the devil heard it. And they had to 
kill Him for saying it. This was just too much. This was insane. 
Who are You?  Who do You make Yourself out to be?   

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was 
made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not comprehend it. … And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.   (John 1:1-5 
NKJV) (John 1:14 NKJV) 

 

When I was saved by Messiah, I understood enough about Him. I 
understood what He said and what He did. I read Matthew. It was 
enough to convince me of His Messiahship. But I didn’t have a 
complete picture. I don’t remember what I read next. It may have 
been the Book of Hebrews.  I remember struggling for several years, 
or perhaps many years, with one piece of the puzzle:  Who was my 
Messiah?  He said things no man had ever said; He did things no man 
ever did. But was He actually God?  I tried to not deal with it but the 
Word would not let it be. I told you before that I didn’t like John’s 
Gospel. I thought he was anti-Semitic because it seemed that he just 
didn’t like the Jews he wrote about. But John’s Gospel was difficult 
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for another reason. Jesus is clearly, undeniably and unashamedly  
portrayed as God.   

 

I believe the turning point or perhaps the tipping point came when I 
read this chapter.   Here was Jesus to didn’t condemn a sinner like me 
caught in the act of forsaking God (we were all adulterers before He 
freed us) and then He spoke one truth:  I am the light of the world. 
The result was, He spent the whole time, not defending Himself as 
much as explaining WHO He was and how it was that He could say 
such a thing! 

 

Back and forth, back and forth it went.  He said, We said. We say, You 
say.  My Father is God, Our Father is God. You are of this world, I am 
from above. You are an illegitimate demon-possessed sinner; No, 
your father is the devil, a murderer and the father of all lies.  

 

Back and forth, back and forth until finally, Jesus says, “Amen, Amen, 
I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM”.  

 

It was like I was Goliath facing little David who had a stone engraved 
with the words “I AM”.  And with the power of the Holy Spirit, he 
flung that stone right between my eyes. The steel helmet of unbelief 
was no match for the truth of those two little words and I fell dead at 
the feet of Jesus.  He put His Hand on me and I was lifted up. I faced 
Him that day, not just as a believer in all that He said and did, but as 
one that understood that He could not say and do all that He did 
without being Who He is:  God.     

 

Jesus is not worth believing in, not worth following, not worth 
obeying if He is NOT God!   But the TRUTH is, HE IS “I AM” and 
therefore believe and remain in His Word and continue in the only 
relationship that will set you free, in heaven, with Him! 


