
1 | P a g e  
 

When last we met, the man born blind was healed by Jesus. This was 
recorded by John in Chapter 9 of his Gospel account.  
 
We discussed the issue of disease and sin. Yes, there is a connection 
because of the Fall of Adam. Death entered the world and didn’t come 
alone. He brought plenty of company.  Sometimes in Scripture we see 
the direct connection of a person’s sin and disease and death.  Jesus 
told the man at the pool of Bethesda, after healing him, "See, you 
have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon 
you." Or, you might recall what Paul told the Corinthians regarding 
Communion: 
 
For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks 
judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this reason 
many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.  (1 Corinthians 
11:29-30 NKJV) 

 

The point Jesus was trying to get across to His disciples was, “let’s not 
judge but rather show compassion, mercy and grace”.  

 
So, Jesus heals him who was born blind. That’s where we stopped.  
Let’s review verses 7-13:    Jesus spoke: 
(((SLIDE))) 
 
And He said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is 
translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing. 
Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he 
was blind said, "Is not this he who sat and begged?" Some said, "This 
is he." Others said, "He is like him." He said, "I am he." Therefore 
they said to him, "How were your eyes opened?" He answered and 
said, "A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to 
me, 'Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.' So I went and washed, and I 
received sight." Then they said to him, "Where is He?" He said, "I do 
not know." They brought him who formerly was blind to the 
Pharisees. (John 9:7-13 NKJV) 

 
Based on the reaction of those around him, I suspect the man’s entire 
countenance was transformed from a dark shadow to a shining, light-
filled smile!  Imagine never seeing anything, never truly know what 
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anything was, not a building, not an animal, not even the faces of his 
parents. Then suddenly light enters his eyes and all those things he 
couldn’t even imagine or dream because there were no images 
recorded in his brain,  came flooding in!  Oh, the utter joy mixed with 
utter confusion. He only knew by touch, by smell, by sound or even 
taste!   

 

So different was he that some didn’t recognize him.  He had to tell 
them, “Yes, it’s me!”  

 

Then they all asked, ‘how did you receive your sight?’.  “A man called 
Jesus made clay and rubbed it on my eyes. He told me to go wash in 
Siloam and when I did, I could see!  I don’t know where He is now nor 
do I know what He looks like!”. 

 

This morning, from verse 14 until verse 34, we read a long passage 
involving this man, his parents, and the Pharisees. 21 verses 
dedicated to exposing the attitudes and hearts of the religious leaders 
who were confronted with a ‘messianic’ miracle, that is, it was one of 
several miracles that they KNEW that only the true Messiah could do! 
 

We are now ‘flies’ on a wall, listening in on this conversation. 
 

John 9:14-34 NKJV  Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay 
and opened his eyes.  (15)  Then the Pharisees also asked him again 
how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put clay on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I see."  (16)  Therefore some of the 
Pharisees said, "This Man is not from God, because He does 
not keep the Sabbath." Others said, "How can a man who is 
a sinner do such signs?" And there was a division among 
them.  (17)  They said to the blind man again, "What do you say 
about Him because He opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet."  
(18)  But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he 
had been blind and received his sight, until they called the 
parents of him who had received his sight.  (19)  And they asked them, 
saying, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 
he now see?"  (20)  His parents answered them and said, "We know 
that this is our son, and that he was born blind;  (21)  but by 
what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his 
eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak 
for himself."  (22)  His parents said these things because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone 
confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the 
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synagogue.  (23)  Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."  
(24)  So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him, 
"Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner."  
(25)  He answered and said, "Whether He is a sinner or not I do not 
know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see."  
(26)  Then they said to him again, "What did He do to you? How did 
He open your eyes?"  (27)  He answered them, "I told you already, 
and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 
also want to become His disciples?"  (28)  Then they reviled him 
and said, "You are His disciple, but we are Moses' disciples.  
(29)  We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do 
not know where He is from."  (30)  The man answered and said 
to them, "Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not 
know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes!  (31)  
Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone 
is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.  (32)  
Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone 
opened the eyes of one who was born blind.  (33)  If this 
Man were not from God, He could do nothing."  (34)  They 
answered and said to him, "You were completely born in sins, 
and are you teaching us?" And they cast him out. 
 

I don’t know what possesses people to want to squash someone’s joy 
after receiving a healing that only God could do. Actually, I think it’s 
satan’s influence but then these same people would want to brand me 
a heretic and cast me out too.  
 

The miracle was simple:  make clay, wash it off, sight.  But the 
Pharisees don’t see how any man could do this type of miracle if He 
violated God’s Law!  It was true that the Healer did this work of 
healing on the Sabbath. It is also true that this Healer had just 
declared to them that “Before Abraham was, I AM”.  But, in their 
eyes, He was a sinner, thru and thru and He had the audacity to break 
the Sabbath!   The irony is staring them in the face, but they don’t get 
it:  the blind man sees and the seeing men are blind.  The blind man 
has come into the light,  those who thought themselves as the epitome 
of enlightenment,  lived in darkness.  But some had their wits about 
themselves, and they understood the dilemma:  how could a sinner 
perform such a sign?  Their reasoning was impeccable but the lies, the 
threats and the fear cause them to dismiss the thought.  
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So, not satisfied with the truth, they question the man again. He 
stated very clearly that the Healer was a prophet!  Hearing that, they 
once again turned to ignoring the truth that he was blind and now 
sees.  So, they call in the parents. They only verify that this man is 
their son and that he was born blind. They take the fifth on the how 
and who it was behind the healing.  They tell the Pharisees, ‘he’s of 
age, ask him’. John notes that they were not fully forthcoming 
because they feared the leaders who threatened to cast people out if 
they confessed that Jesus was the Christ.  
 

The blind man who now sees, sees more than what’s in front of his 
eyes. He also sees the truth behind all this back-n-forth arguing. He 
tells them that he doesn’t know the Man well enough to know if He 
was a sinner. He tells them, “Look – the truth is this, I was blind and 
now I see”.  
 

Then, when he is questioned again about the methods, he gets 
impatient!  He sarcastically asks them whether they too want to 
become the Man’s disciples. That didn’t go over too well. And after 
they insulted him and told him that they didn’t know “where Jesus is 
from”, the blind man now responds with even more sarcasm: 
 

"Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know 
where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes!  I can’t believe 
that you are so blind that you don’t know that this Man was sent by 
God! And don’t you know that never before, since the world began, 
has the eyes of one born blind been opened!  How could this Man do 
anything if He were not from God!!! 
 

The Pharisees understood that they were just schooled by a formerly 
blind beggar. They were incensed!  How can you, a sinner, teach us, 
the righteous and learned leaders of God?  So, they did what they 
always do to those who oppose them:   They cast him out.  He was in 
essence, excommunicated – removed from both the Temple and his 
local synagogue.  

 

It didn’t take long for the news of this man spread. Let’s finish up the 
chapter so that we can see what our LORD had to say: 
  

John 9:35-41 NKJV  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and 
when He had found him, He said to him, "Do you believe in the Son 
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of God?"  (36)  He answered and said, "Who is He, Lord, that I may 
believe in Him?"  (37)  And Jesus said to him, "You have both seen 
Him and it is He who is talking with you."  (38)  Then he said, "Lord, I 
believe!" And he worshiped Him.  (39)  And Jesus said, "For 
judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may 
see, and that those who see may be made blind."  (40)  Then some of 
the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to 
Him, "Are we blind also?"  (41)  Jesus said to them, "If you were 
blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, 'We see.' Therefore 
your sin remains. 
 

Word gets back to Jesus that the man was cast out and He goes 

looking for him. There was some unfinished business to attend 

to. Was this man going to be like the lame man at the pool of , 

Bethesda? Would this man rejoice in his healing but be 

ungrateful to His God?  

So after finding him, Jesus goes right to the heart of the matter:   

"Do you believe in the Son of God?" 

The man doesn’t know who this “Son of God” is,  but he wants 

to believe! So, Jesus says, "You have both seen Him and it is He 

who is talking with you."  Now, the phrase “seen Him” could 

mean “You’re looking at Him” or, it could even mean, “You 

understood who He was when you encountered Him before and 

you are speaking with Him face to face now”. I like this latter 

meaning because it aligns with the context of the entire chapter.  

But immediately the man blurts out “I BELIEVE” and then 

worships Him by falling to his knees at the feet of His Messiah.  

Don’t miss the fact that Jesus accepts his worship!  Jesus tells 

him and the others,  

"For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do 

not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind." 

Now this appears to contradict what the LORD taught in 

chapter 3: 

(((SLIDE))) 

John 3:17 NKJV  For God did not send His Son into the 
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world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved. 

Now, I know how much you all love it when I tell you all about 
the Greek words in a passage. But sometimes it’s necessary to 
understand a potential issue.  The words “judgment” and 
“condemn” are strongly related in the Greek. Their primary 
meaning is “to distinguish between” or “to decide between”.  
And while they can also mean condemnation or judgment or 
even damnation, it depends on the context and the intent of the 
speaker.  

In 3:17, I think ‘condemn’ is a good translation and even makes 
sense given the contrast of condemnation and salvation.  

In this verse (39), Jesus is saying, ‘I have come to force people 

to “make a decision” that is “to choose between Me (the Light of 

the world) and the world of darkness, death and untruth”. Jesus 

came to make spiritually blind eyes see and to make those who 

say they “see” to understand their blindness.   

Well, the Pharisees who were listening to this conversation 
understood what Jesus was saying and they, of course, took it 

personally!  

“Are you saying that we are blind also?"    
 

So, Jesus tells them the plain truth:  ‘If you were blind but 
sought after the truth, you would have found it and be declared 
righteous.  But you believe that you know everything already 
and therefore your sin remains.’   The chapter ends on that 
‘happy note’. 

 

In this chapter we learned about Light and Darkness, Life and Death, 
Truth and Lies and certainly, about blindness and sight as a metaphor 
for understanding vs denial.  We understand that there are many 
people in the world who can see but are blind to the truth. It’s not 
because they haven’t heard the truth – the information highway, 
invented by Al Gore, is super-fast and reaches nearly all the world. 
Lately, it seems that lies travel seem to travel faster!  I think it’s 
because people don’t like the Truth. Truth interferes with their lust 
and desires. Truth contradicts their reality. Truth is light but people 
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love darkness more than light, because their deeds are evil and they 
do not want their evil exposed.  I think that today, it’s also true that 
some actually do want their evil exposed – and pushed into our faces.  
 

This incident we read about allowed Jesus to bring to light a simple 

but inconvenient truth:  we are ALL born blind. We all walked in 
darkness groping for something or someone to hold on to. For many 

that is alcohol, drugs, and lust -  the lust of money, fame and power. 

There are many, too many, that still walk in this darkness today! 

What makes many of them dangerous is that they believe that they 

are the only ones who walk in light!  Unfortunately, these are both 

believers and unbelievers. These are the self-righteous and the 
“woke”. These are the judgmental and condemners. There is no grace 

in them, just a coldness that seems to ooze from their flesh.  These are 

the cancellers and the censors. And these are the haters who really 

only hate themselves because they are still made in the image of their 

creator, and they truly despise who they have chosen to be.  

The only cure for this blindness is Light. And the only light is Jesus. 
It’s He that brings light into the world. His truth shines as the 

morning sun and does not fade at evening time.  He is Truth and His 

Word is Truth which, as the Scriptures say, is a lamp to our feet and a 

light to our path! (Psalm 119:105).   

But, looking around, can we ask, “has Jesus failed”? Absolutely NOT!  

His light shines as it did on Day 1 of Creation. His light is who He is 
for God is Light. But, His Light is paradoxical and strange:  It shines 

brighter than the brightest sun but can only be seen by those willing 

to look.  

A good example is an old Jewish Rabbi. He was travelling down a 

road in the Middle East. In the daylight he saw many sites along the 

way:  forests, mountains, desert, villages, flocks, and people. If one 
could have seen, however, there as a blackness in his soul, blacker 

than a moonless night and as wicked as the devil himself for he was 

on a mission to arrest and pass judgment on the Children of the 

Living God – judgment that could lead to death.  Now as he neared a 

large city, suddenly a bright light shone down on him. It was so bright 

that he barely had time to close his eyes to protect them from the 
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intensity of this unfamiliar light.  Then the Light spoke: “Shaul, Shaul, 

why are you persecuting Me?”   Yes, Rabbi Shaul, who was as blind as 

the rest of enemies of Jesus, could finally see. All it took was the Light 
of his True Messiah.  

I am one of those who believe that in Acts 7, Paul had a spiritual heart 

attack when he witnessed the death of Stephen and heard this 

follower of Jesus declare “Lord, do not charge them with this sin” 

right before he drew his last breath. Paul’s heart was cracked open 

just enough to allow some true light come in.  I suspect that this has 
happened to many of us – at some point, the pain of life allows the 

Light of all Life to break through our stony hearts. Sometimes it’s 

immediate, sometimes it takes years! 

There are about 140 verses dealing with Darkness and about 220 

verses dealing with Light in the Bible.  And most of them use these 

two physical things as symbols for the spiritual truths they represent. 
But there are not enough Sundays to go through them all. So, allow 

me to close this chapter with what Jesus told Saul when He struck 

him blind on the road to Damascus. He said,  

‘But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for 
this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both of the 
things which you have seen and of the things which I will yet 
reveal to you.  (17)  I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as 
well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you,  (18)  to 
open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those 
who are sanctified by faith in Me.' Acts 26:16-18 NKJV   

 

We were not there when Stephen was stoned to death. We were not 
there when Jesus was crucified. But, we have read the Gospel 
accounts and we have read the letters of Paul, Peter, James, John and 
Jude. And we were willing to believe and for some, it was that we 
were compelled to believe!  That’s because the Word of God is a sword 
that wounds and even kills. It kills self and it cuts through the stony 
heart.  It cuts deep and it can be painful. But the Word also is an 
ointment that soothes and heals. The Word can comfort like nothing 
else under the sun. And what makes this Word so special, so unique is 
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that the Word is also a Person whom we call Savior. And that’s the 
beauty of it:  When the Word speaks He is not cold and impersonal. 
When the Word speaks, He always speaks as if you were the only 
person He ever created!   Let Him speak to you today. Let the Light 
come into your heart and do it’s gentle but powerful work of Truth, 
for the Truth is,  God is Love and Light and your heart will never be 
the same after He has come and whispered, “Let Me love you!”.  


