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Last week ended with: 

(((SLIDE))) 

John 8:58-59 NKJV  Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to 
you, before Abraham was, I AM."  (59)  Then they took up stones to 
throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, 
going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 
 

Jesus never became distraught with the attitudes and actions of His 
enemies.  The Scriptures clearly show that the Spirit of Shalom 
(peace) was in Him.  He lived what David said in Psalms 56:11  

(((SLIDE))) 
 

In God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can man 
do to me? 
 

Man can do nothing without the expressed consent of God.  
 

Chapter 9 is devoted to glorifying God in the face of cold and heartless 
legalism.  Most of Jesus’ miracles were described in a short passage, 
sometimes with just one statement like “Go, your way, your son 
lives”.  But sometimes, John dedicates much time to those things 
which the Holy Spirit deems extremely valuable.  For example, in 
Chapter 4, forty-five verses described the incident with the Samaritan 
women at the well and how salvation came to the enemies of the 
Jews.  Chapter 8 was a progressive revelation of Jesus as the Light of 
the World and the building tension between Him and the religious 
unbelievers, culminating in the proclamation, “Before Abraham 
was, I AM”.  
 

Chapter 9 could have been written with a few verses. For example: 

Jesus comes out of the temple and sees a blind man who was 
known to those in Jerusalem as a beggar born blind. (2) Jesus 
has compassion on him and makes a clay with His own spit and 
rubs it on the man’s eyes. (3) The man goes to the pool of 
Siloam and washes the clay off and then for the first time, sees 
the light in the world. (4) It caused a stir, not just because he 
was healed, but because it was done on the Sabbath.  
 

But Jesus is also a teacher and there was much more to teach His 
disciples and others who witnessed this miracle.  And, because the 
blind man finally sees, the story weaves in and out between the 
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physical fact of his cure and the spiritual implications for those of us 
who live ‘under the sun’.  
 

(John 9:1 NKJV)  Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was 
blind from birth.  (2)  And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"   
 

Jesus’ disciples did what we all tend to do. They believed that 
maladies such as blindness were divine judgments and 
punishments for sin.  But their question is strange because 
while there might be consequences for some grave sin of his 
parents, how can one born blind be thought to have sinned in 
the womb? 
 

We often blame our fallen world for all sickness and simply say 
“oh well, the world is fallen, and bad things happen to all 
people”.   So, the attitude is, the baby was a product of original 
sin.  But implicit in their question is judgment:  We must take 
care of judging any to have sinned in some great way merely 
because their sufferings are great.  This was the grave error of 
righteous Job’s friends.  
 

But there were other false notions roaming around the Greek 
and Roman cultures that made their way into Jewish thought. 
The main one was something called ‘transmigration of souls’. 
Essentially, this belief  taught that there’s a pool of souls waiting 
to enter the baby in the womb. The pool is replenished with the 
death of the person. If the person sinned during life, that sin 
was transmitted along with the soul into a new person.  It 
sounds similar to reincarnation but only with humans and not 
with animals and insects.  
 

So, the disciples try to engage their Rabbi in a deep 
philosophical discussion about sin. The Rabbi would not take 
the bait.  
 

There was a blind man sitting at their feet. What difference 
would it make if they could even determine the sin behind it.  
Isn’t asking really prying?  Isn’t asking really saying “if he’s 
blind because of sin and I’m not blind, then I must be blameless 
before God”.  Jesus looks past all of this and sees a man who 
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cannot see, has never seen a speck of light in his entire life,  and 
has compassion on Him.  

 

In other words, He tells His disciples, “FOCUS PEOPLE”!   
 

(John 9:3 NKJV)  Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him.  (John 
9:4 NKJV)  I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; 
the night is coming when no one can work. (John 9:5 NKJV)  As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."  

 

Jesus tells them several things:   

1. Nobody sinned;  He understands perfectly well that all 
people are sinners. But He also knows that no grievous 
sin occurred here,  and no punishment was meted out.  

2. The more difficult thing to wrestle with is God’s 
purposes in this.  Would God cause blindness in a baby 
in the womb just to show His glory and power in the 
world?  Did this blind man have to remain blind all his 
life just to wait on Messiah to walk by and take pity on 
him?  These and other questions have been asked and 
some answered, and some are left hanging in the wind. 

3. BUT KNOW THIS:  God did not deliberately cause 
this man to be born blind in order that, after many 
years, His glory should be displayed in the removal of 
the blindness; This type of slanderous thinking is 
totally against who God has revealed Himself to be.  
BUT KNOW THIS AS WELL: God is sovereign over 
all His creation, including us. This means sometimes 
He acts immediately and sometimes He waits. 
Sometimes we suffer for His Name’s sake and 
sometimes we suffer as a consequence of our choices or 
the choices of others and yes, sometimes babies are 
born blind or deaf or lame.  

4. Jesus tells them that He has work to do and that work 
involves being a Light in the world.  This is part of the 
work He was sent to do, and He will do it until He 
cannot when there will be a day of great darkness! 

 

This work applies to all believers. We have work to do 
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until the day we are taken out of the world by death or 
by rapture.  You know what He taught: (((SLIDE))) 

 

Matthew 5:14-16 NKJV  "You are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  (15)  Nor do 
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  
(16)  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

The Body of Christ is a lighthouse whose bright beams cast 
truth unto a dark and dying world.  The world needs to hear and 
see the truth and even though they will hate us for speaking it, it 
must be done.  The truth glorifies our Father in heaven!   
 

(John 9:6 NKJV)  When He had said these things, He spat on the 
ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the 
blind man with the clay. (7)  And He said to him, "Go, wash in the 
pool of Siloam" (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, 
and came back seeing. 
 

It’s pretty clear that Jesus understood the nature of men and 
women. He knew that if He only healed by speaking a word, 
that’s what people would only do if they felt led to heal. If He 
touched someone, people we would all go around touching 
people to heal them. And if He decided to use a clay made of 
dirt and spit, we’d be doing that as well.  Jesus didn’t want to be 
put in a box.  His methods were strange at times, but I think 
they also spoke to the situation. Here’s 2 examples from Mark’s 
Gospel: 
(((SLIDE))) 
 

Mark 7:32-33 NKJV  Then they brought to Him one who was 
deaf and had an impediment in his speech, and they begged 
Him to put His hand on him.  (33)  And He took him aside from 
the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He 
spat and touched his tongue. 
 

Mark 8:22-25 NKJV  Then He came to Bethsaida; and they 
brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to touch him.  
(23)  So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of 
the town. And when He had spit on his eyes and put His 
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hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything.  (24)  
And he looked up and said, "I see men like trees, walking."  (25)  
Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made 
him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly. 

 

So, back to the story: 
 

The man was told to go to the pool of Siloam outside the walls of 
Jerusalem in what’s called the ‘City of David’.  Presumably, he was led 
there. When he washed in the pool, he could see!   His obedience was 
part of the cure because he didn’t know Jesus, didn’t see Jesus but 
allowed him to touch his eyes.  He was still blind but obeyed Jesus 
and was taken to the pool where his eyesight returned.   

 

(John 9:8 NKJV)  Therefore the neighbors and those who previously 
had seen that he was blind said, "Is not this he who sat and begged?" 
(9)  Some said, "This is he." Others said, "He is like him." He said, "I 
am he."  (10)  Therefore they said to him, "How were your eyes 
opened?" (11)  He answered and said, "A Man called Jesus made clay 
and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to the pool of Siloam and 
wash.' So I went and washed, and I received sight." (12)  Then they 
said to him, "Where is He?" He said, "I do not know." (13)  They 
brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. 

 

I suspect the man’s entire countenance was transformed from a 
dark shadow to a shining, smiling light!  Imagine never seeing 
anything, never truly know what anything was, not a building, 
not an animal, not even the faces of his parents. Then suddenly 
light enters his eyes and all those things he couldn’t even 
imagine or dream because there were no images, came flooding 
in!  Oh, the utter joy mixed with utter confusion.  Oh, that’s 
what a donkey looks like!  And those cute little sheep!  And the 
faces of those who I only knew by touch or smell or sound! 
 

So different was he that some didn’t recognize him.  He had to 
tell them, Yes, it’s me! 
 

Then they all asked, ‘how did you receive your sight?’.  A man 
called Jesus made clay and rubbed it on my eyes. He told me to 
go wash in Siloam and when I did, I could see!  I don’t know 
where He is now.  
 

Now, from verse 8 until verse 34, we read a long passage involving 
this man, his parents, and the Pharisees. 21 verses dedicated to 
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exposing the attitudes and hearts of the religious leaders who were 
confronted with a ‘messianic’ miracle, that is, it was one of several 
miracles that they KNEW that only the true Messiah could do! 
 

We are now ‘flies’ on a wall, listening in on this conversation. 
 

John 9:14-34 NKJV  Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay 
and opened his eyes.  (15)  Then the Pharisees also asked him again 
how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put clay on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I see."  (16)  Therefore some of the 
Pharisees said, "This Man is not from God, because He does 
not keep the Sabbath." Others said, "How can a man who is 
a sinner do such signs?" And there was a division among 
them.  (17)  They said to the blind man again, "What do you say 
about Him because He opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet."  
(18)  But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he 
had been blind and received his sight, until they called the 
parents of him who had received his sight.  (19)  And they asked them, 
saying, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 
he now see?"  (20)  His parents answered them and said, "We know 
that this is our son, and that he was born blind;  (21)  but by 
what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his 
eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak 
for himself."  (22)  His parents said these things because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone 
confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the 
synagogue.  (23)  Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."  
(24)  So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him, 
"Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner."  
(25)  He answered and said, "Whether He is a sinner or not I do not 
know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see."  
(26)  Then they said to him again, "What did He do to you? How did 
He open your eyes?"  (27)  He answered them, "I told you already, 
and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 
also want to become His disciples?"  (28)  Then they reviled him 
and said, "You are His disciple, but we are Moses' disciples.  
(29)  We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do 
not know where He is from."  (30)  The man answered and said 
to them, "Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not 
know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes!  (31)  
Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone 
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is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.  (32)  
Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone 
opened the eyes of one who was born blind.  (33)  If this 
Man were not from God, He could do nothing."  (34)  They 
answered and said to him, "You were completely born in sins, 
and are you teaching us?" And they cast him out. 
 

I don’t know what possesses people to want to squash someone’s joy 
after receiving a healing that only God could do. Actually, I think it’s 
satan’s influence but then these same people would want to brand me 
a heretic and cast me out too.  
 

The miracle was simple:  make clay, wash it off, sight.  But the 
Pharisees don’t see how any man could do this type of miracle if He 
violated God’s Law!  It was true that the healer did this work of 
healing on the Sabbath. Therefore, in their eyes, He was a sinner, thru 
and thru. So, the blind man sees and the seeing men are blind.  The 
blind man has come into the light,  those who thought themselves as 
the epitome of light lived in darkness.  But some had their wits about 
themselves, and they understood the dilemma:  how could a sinner 
perform such a sign?  Their reasoning was impeccable but the lies, the 
threats and the fear cause them to dismiss the thought.  
 

Not satisfied with the truth, they question the man again. He stated 
very clearly that the Man was a prophet!  Hearing that they once 
again turned to ignoring the truth that he was blind and now sees.  
So, they call in the parents. They verify only that this man is there son 
and that he was born blind. They take the fifth on the how and who it 
was behind the healing.  They point back to their son and say, ‘ask 
him’ because he was of age. John notes that they were not fully 
forthcoming because they feared the leaders who threated to cast 
people out if they confessed that Jesus was the Christ.  
 

The blind man who now sees, sees more than what’s in front of his 
eyes. He also sees the truth behind all this back-n-forth arguing. He 
tells them that he doesn’t know the Man well enough to know if He 
were a sinner. He tells them, “Look – the truth is, I was blind and now 
I see”.  
 

Then, when he is questioned again about the methods, he gets 
impatient!  He sarcastically asks them whether they too want to 
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become the Man’s disciples. That didn’t go over too well. And after 
they insulted him and told him that they didn’t know “where He is 
from” (meaning Jesus), the blind man now responds with even more 
sarcasm: 
 

"Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know 
where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes!  I can’t believe 
that you are so blind that you don’t know that this Man was sent by 
God! And don’t you know that never before since the world began has 
the eyes of one born blind been opened!  How could this man so 
anything if He were not from God!!! 
 

The Pharisees understood that they were just taught by a former blind 
beggar. They were incensed that he told the truth!  How can you, a 
sinner, teach us, the righteous and learned leaders of God? So, they 
did what they always do to those who oppose them:   They cast him 
out.  He was in essence, excommunicated – removed from 
both the Temple and his local synagogue.  
  

John 9:35-41 NKJV  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and 
when He had found him, He said to him, "Do you believe in the Son of 
God?"  (36)  He answered and said, "Who is He, Lord, that I may 
believe in Him?"  (37)  And Jesus said to him, "You have both seen 
Him and it is He who is talking with you."  (38)  Then he said, "Lord, I 
believe!" And he worshiped Him.  (39)  And Jesus said, "For 
judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may 
see, and that those who see may be made blind."  (40)  Then some of 
the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to 
Him, "Are we blind also?"  (41)  Jesus said to them, "If you were 
blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, 'We see.' Therefore 
your sin remains. 
 

Finally, Jesus heard that the man was cast out and went looking 

for him. There was some unfinished business to attend to. Was 

this man going to be like the lame man at the pool of , 

Bethesda? Would this man rejoice in his healing but be 

ungrateful to His God? 

So Jesus goes right to the issue:   "Do you believe in the Son of 
God?" 
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The man doesn’t know about the Son of God but he wants to 

believe! So, Jesus says, "You have both seen Him and it is He 

who is talking with you."  Now, the word “seen” Him could 
mean “You’re looking at Him” or, it could even mean, “You 

understood who He was when you encountered Him before and 

you are speaking with Him face to face now”. I like this latter 

meaning because it aligns with the context of the entire chapter.  

But immediately the man speaks out “I BELIEVE” and then 

worships Him meaning he fell on his knees at the feet of His 
Messiah.  Jesus accepts his worship! 

"For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do 

not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind." 

Now this appears to contradict what the LORD taught in 

chapter 3: 

(((SLIDE))) 

John 3:17 NKJV  For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved. 

Now, I know how much you all love it when I tell you all about 
the Greek words in a passage. But, sometimes it’s necessary to 
understand a potential issue.  The words “judgement” and 
“condemn” are strongly related. Their main meaning is to 
“distinguish between” or “decide between”.  They also mean to 
condemn or judge or even damnation so, it’s really dependent 
on the context and the intent of the speaker.  

In 3:17, I think ‘condemn’ is a good translation and even makes 
sense given the contrast of condemn and saved.  

In this verse (39), Jesus is saying, ‘I have come to force people 

to make a decision, to choose between Me (the Light of the 

world) and the World of darkness, death and untruth. I have 
come to make blind eyes see and to make those who say they 

see blind.   

Well, the Pharisees who were listening to this conversation 

understood what Jesus was saying and they objected!  
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Are you saying that we are blind also?"    
 

So, Jesus tells them the plain truth:  ‘If you were blind but 
seeking the truth, you would have found it and be declared 
righteous.  But you all believe you know everything already and 
therefore your sin remains.’ 

 

Today we learned about Light and Darkness, Life and Death, Truth 

and Lies.  We understand that there are many people in the world 

who can see but are blind to the truth. It’s a sign of the times that this 

is more truer today than in the past only because of the ability to 

spread the truth so fast and so easily.  It’s also a sign of the times that 
truth is under attack and that attack also spreads fast and just as 

easily.    

Jesus showed by way of example that the truth is, we are ALL born 

blind. We all walked in darkness groping for something or someone 

to hold on to. For many that is alcohol, drugs, and lust. The lust of 

money, fame and power. There are many, too many, that still walk in 
this darkness today! What makes them dangerous is that they believe 

that they are the only ones who walk in light!  These are the self-

righteous and the “woke”. These are the judgmental and condemners. 

These are those who are so affected by the darkness in the their souls 

that they must try to control everyone and everything because the 

delusion of power gives them security. These say it’s for our own 
good, but nothing good comes from untruth, death and darkness.  

The only cure to this blindness is Light. And the only light is Jesus. 

It’s He that brings light into the world. His truth shines as the 

morning sun and does not fade at evening time.  He is Truth and His 

words are Truth which, as the Scriptures say, are a lamp to our feet 

and a light to our path! (Psalm 119:105).   

I could spend many, many Sunday’s teaching on Light and Darkness. 

There are about 140 verses dealing with Darkness and about 220 

verses dealing with Light.  And most of them are using these two 

physical things as symbols for the spiritual truths they represent. 

Perhaps you might want to think about what the world would be like 

without the Bible and how very precious it is to have God’s revelation 
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of Himself and His revelation of ourselves.  Think about how it would 

be after the Fall without ever experiencing the I AM who came down 

as the True Light, the only Light that can completely dispel the 
darkness.   

Let me end with what Jesus told Saul when He struck him blind on 

the road to Damascus: 

Acts 26:16-18 NKJV  But rise and stand on your feet; for I have 
appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a 
witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things 
which I will yet reveal to you.  (17)  I will deliver you from the Jewish 
people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you,  (18)  to 
open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are 
sanctified by faith in Me.' 

 

 

 

 


