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Resurrection Sunday ~ 2020 
 
Good Morning!  Today is the 17th of Nisan on the Hebrew calendar. It is the Feast of Firstfruits. It was 
a time to celebrate the fall barley harvest and to glorify God for raising up dead seed into bountiful 
sheaths of the stalks.  The sheaths were waved by the Priests as an offering to God. The firstfruits of 
the harvest had to be the best.  The Israelites, and indeed all who plant, must trust God because the 
seed is hidden for a time in the earth, in total darkness. We only know it’s there when its first tender 
shoot breaks thru the earth and into the sunlight. 
 
The Feast of Firstfruits is the  3rd of the Fall Feasts of the LORD. The first was the Passover where a 
spotless lamb was sacrificed on the 14th of Nisan and its blood placed on the door of the house as a 
sign to the LORD to “Pass over” the house as He went throughout Egypt killing the first-born.  The 
Feast of unleavened bread began the next day on the 15th of Nisan. For seven days the Israelites ate 
matzoh (bread baked without any leaven as a reminder of the first Passover in Egypt when they 
baked bread in haste because of the imminent departure from Egypt.  
 
Each of these Feasts of the LORD were prophetic pictures of the great redemption that the LORD 
Himself would provide.  He provided His own spotless, that is, sinless body as a sacrifice for the sins 
of mankind.  
 

John 1:29 NKJV  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
 

But unlike the Passover lamb, Jesus’ life was given voluntarily. He said: 
John 10:14-15 NKJV  I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My 
own.  (15)  As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the 
sheep. 
 
John 10:18 NKJV  No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father." 

 
Only perfect blood could provide such an atonement. His body, so to speak, was without leaven 
which is a biblical symbol of sin.  Paul told the Corinthians 
 

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 NKJV  (6)  Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump?  (7)  Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new 
lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.  
(8)  Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 
On the 17th of Nisan, 3 days after His death and burial, Jesus rose from the grave just as He said He 
would many times. Jesus fulfilled the Feast of First Fruits, having come up from the ground in the 
newness of life.  
 
We also know that starting on the 10th of Nisan, the Passover lamb was brought into the household 
and examined until the 14th. During this time a spot or blemish could disqualify it from being the 
sacrificial lamb.  Jesus entered Jerusalem on the 10th of Nisan and until the 14th He was questioned 
and tested. The Jewish leaders could find no spot or blemish in this True Passover Lamb. Neither 
could Pilate or Herod. 
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On the 14th of Nisan, as the lambs were slaughtered for the Passover sacrifice, Jesus, the True 
Passover Lamb, was crucified on a Roman Cross. In the emotions of the moment, His disciples 
seemed to forget about His promise of being raised from the dead. A thick cloud of darkness 
overcame their minds. Most of them scattered as Jesus said they would. They felt defeated for their 
Messiah was dead. All their hopes for a new kingdom free from the bondage of Rome were crushed.  
And, the women went to prepare spices and fragrant oils for His dead body. They too seemed to 
forget that He would not need this anointing.  
 
And then on Sunday the 17th as the priests and farmers were preparing for their Feast of Firstfruits, 
the women went to the tomb to anoint His body. All they saw was an empty tomb!  “Someone has 
stolen the body of our LORD!”. They ran to tell the apostles, but they thought they were hearing idle 
tales and did not believe them. Nor did they believe when the women told them what the Angels said:  
“He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying, 
'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day 
rise again.' " Luke 24:6-7 NKJV   
  
The truth of what that meant still did not penetrate the darkness that hovered over the apostles. Peter 
and John ran to the tomb. Seeing it empty, they still didn’t believe He had risen but only that the body 
was gone.  Then they went to the own homes wondering what this could mean!  The fog was slowly 
lifting. 
 
It was only after the disciples gathered together for fear of the Jewish leadership, that Jesus 
appeared to them. He said, “Peace be unto you (Shalom Aleichem)”.  He expected them to respond 
with “Unto You be peace (Aleichem Shalom)” as it was the traditional reply. But they were in stunned 
silence because He entered the room whose door was locked!  And He said to them, "Why are you 
troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts?  (39)  Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I 
Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have." Luke 
24:38-39 NKJV 
 
And then after receiving some food,  
 
Luke 24:44-49 NKJV  Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was 
still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms concerning Me."  (45)  And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures.  (46)  Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary 
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,  (47)  and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  (48)  And 
you are witnesses of these things.  (49)  Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry 
in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high."  
 
What a glorious day!  The disciples and apostles had the privilege of “seeing is believing”.  Thomas, 
who doubted everything they told him had the experience as well when Jesus came again and told 
him, 
John 20:27-29 NKJV  {Then He said to Thomas,} "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and 
reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing."   
 
(28)  And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"   
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(29)  Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
  
We are those blessed ones!  We are blessed because we believe but more than that, we are 
blessed because we know and stand on the Truth. We may not have had the benefit of seeing 
Messiah face to face as they did, but we have been blessed with the witness of those who did. We 
have been blessed by the words of those who penned the Gospel accounts with the very words of 
Jesus (in red no less!).  
 
And we are blessed by the teachings of the Apostle Paul who after His encounter with Jesus was 
transformed from a persecutor to a powerful preacher of the Gospel of Christ Jesus. Paul was also 
compassionate teacher who lived to see Jesus formed in His children.  After establishing many 
churches throughout Asia Minor and the major Roman cities, He wrote letters to his brothers and 
sisters in the LORD to continue feeding them.    
 
One of those letters was written to the Corinthians. In chapter 15 of his first letter Paul explains and 
defends the Resurrection of Christ Jesus. This is one of the most critical doctrines of Christianity and 
must be believed.  Let’s go thru this chapter so that we too can be strengthened when the unbelieving 
world declares that Jesus never rose from the dead.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 NKJV  (3)  For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,   

 
He may have told them about Genesis 3:15 and the Promised Seed;  He may have told them about 
Daniel’s prophesy of the Messiah who would be cut-off; he certainly would have told them about 
Isaiah 53 where the Messiah would be killed, crushed for mankind’s sin and transgressions.  Perhaps 
he also told them of Psalm 22 where the Messiah’s hands and feet were pierced.   
 

(4)  and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 
 

He may have told them of Psalm 16:10 where the Father would not keep His Son’s soul in Sheol nor 
would He allow His body to decay. And no doubt he told them of the “Sign of Jonah” spoken by the 
Messiah Himself: 

Matthew 12:40 NKJV  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great 
fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
 

Paul then went on to tell them of that He rose from the dead.  
Paul told them about Hosea’s prophesy:   

 
Hosea 6:1-2 NKJV  Come, and let us return to the LORD; For He has torn, but He will heal us; 
He has stricken, but He will bind us up.  (2)  After two days He will revive us; On the third day 
He will raise us up, That we may live in His sight. 
 

All these Scriptures were fulfilled by Jesus.   
 
But he also understood then and we understand now that like the Rapture of the True Church, the 
resurrection is, to many, a preposterous idea and worthy of rejection.  The Jews could only ignore it 
because they could not refute it because so many saw Him alive!  They were silent because to 
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acknowledge the resurrection would mean that they were dead wrong and that they unjustly tried to 
kill the Son of God. They were silent because to acknowledge it meant the end of their power over the 
people and the end of their profitable ministries.  
 
So, Paul taught them: “hey, don’t just believe me…”. He told them 
 

(5)  … that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.  (6)  After that He was seen by over 
five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have 
fallen asleep.  (7)  After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.   

 
(8)  Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.  (9)  For I am the 
least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God.    
 

So, Paul asks them (and us and those outside the church) a question: 
 

(12)  Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among 
you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?   

 
Great question!  I don’t suspect that any of us denies the resurrection. But we might know folks that 
do. Paul answers his own question… 
 

(13)  But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen.  (14)  And if Christ is 
not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.  (15)  Yes, and we are 
found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, 
whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise.  (16)  For if the dead do not rise, then 
Christ is not risen.  (17)  And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your 
sins!  (18)  Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  (19)  If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 

 
I love Paul’s logic. Naysayers and scoffers say that rising from the dead is a lie.  Paul responds with 
the logical conclusion of their denial. He tells them if Christ is not risen from the dead our faith is futile 
and empty. And worse, we are dead in our sins, If Christ did not rise, everything He said, everything 
He did, everything He promised such as forgiveness, redemption, justification, sanctification and 
eternal life were lies of a lunatic, perhaps even possessed by demons. Paul clearly says that having 
hope in a dead Christ is something to be pitied by everyone!  And if Christ the Man was not raised up 
then it’s ridiculous and  pathetic to think that we too have a resurrection awaiting us.    
 
BUT GOD has said, “Therefore, behold, I will again do a marvelous work Among this people, A 
marvelous work and a wonder; For the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, And the understanding 
of their prudent men shall be hidden." Isaiah 29:14 NKJV   
 
Therefore, Paul forcefully declares: 
 

(20)  But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep.  (21)  For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the 
dead.  (22)  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  (23)  But each 
one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming.  (24)  
Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end 
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to all rule and all authority and power.  (25)  For He must reign till He has put all enemies 
under His feet.  (26)  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.  (27)  For "HE HAS PUT 
ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET." But when He says "all things are put under Him," it is 
evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted.  (28)  Now when all things are made 
subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, 
that God may be all in all.  (29)  Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for the dead, if 
the dead do not rise at all? Why then are they baptized for the dead?  (30)  And why do we 
stand in jeopardy every hour?  (31)  I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, I die daily.  (32)  If, in the manner of men, I have fought with beasts at 
Ephesus, what advantage is it to me? If the dead do not rise, "LET US EAT AND DRINK, FOR 
TOMORROW WE DIE!"  (33)  Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits."  (34)  
Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. I speak 
this to your shame. 

 
Jesus the Christ is coming again to establish His kingdom upon the earth.  God will put all things 
under Jesus’ feet including all earthly rulers, authority and powers.  He will rule until He sees that the 
last enemy, DEATH, is destroyed!  Revelation 20:14 clearly teaches that “… Death and Hades will be 
{were} cast into the lake of fire”.   
And then, if the dead do not rise, what’s the point of living righteously!  We might as well live a riotous 
life of pleasure nothing awaits us.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:35-58 NKJV  (35)  But someone will say, "How are the dead raised up? And 
with what body do they come?"  (36)  Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it 
dies.  (37)  And what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, but mere grain—
perhaps wheat or some other grain.  (38)  But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each 
seed its own body.   
 

Paul continues with the sowing of seed. It enters the ground as a seed. It is raised up as a plant. And, 
this is all God’s doing!  God has created all kinds of bodies. And each has its own glory!! 
 

(39)  All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of 
animals, another of fish, and another of birds.  (40)  There are also celestial bodies and 
terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.  
(41)  There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; 
for one star differs from another star in glory.   

 
Now, here how it works: 
 

(42)  So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in 
incorruption.  (43)  It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power.  (44)  It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, 
and there is a spiritual body.  (45)  And so it is written, "THE FIRST MAN ADAM BECAME A 
LIVING BEING." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  (46)  However, the spiritual is not 
first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual.  (47)  The first man was of the earth, made of 
dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven.  (48)  As was the man of dust, so also are 
those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly.  
(49)  And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly Man.  
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This is part of the identification with Christ!  We died as he died; we were buried as He was buried 
and we will be raised up, just as He was.   
 
Paul expects the Rapture at any moment. Therefore, he explains what will happen in the “twinkling of 
an eye”:  
 

(50)  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does 
corruption inherit incorruption.  (51)  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed— (52)  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  (53)  
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  (54)  
So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN 
VICTORY."  (55)  "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR 
VICTORY?"  (56)  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.  

 
And here’s the final truth: 
 

 (57)  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  (58)  
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

 
Christ is risen!  Our sin has been dealt a death blow!  In Christ we are victorious. Everything He said, 

everything He did, everything He promised such as forgiveness of sins, redemption, justification, 

sanctification and eternal life were not the lies of a lunatic but the Truth of the Savior who is our 

LORD.  

 

CS Lewis said all mankind must choose: Is He a liar?  Is He a lunatic or is He the LORD of all 

Creation?   His resurrection proved that Jesus is Who He said He was: 

 

the Son of God and the Son of Man and the Great I AM and the Beginning and the End.  

He is our King, our LORD and our God. He is our Shepherd and our High Priest; He is 

our Light, our Bread, our Living Hope, our Rock and our Peace; He is our Refuge, our 

Protector and our Strength. He is our Kinsmen-Redeemer, our Friend and our True Vine. 

He is our Resurrection, our Savior and our All in All. And He is certainly our Way, our 

Truth and our Life.  

 

His word shall not fail you He promised  
Believe Him and all will be well.  
Then go to a world that is dying,  
His perfect salvation to tell    
 
HE’S ALIVE! 

  


