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The Rapture through the eyes of a fallen world.  
 

We know, as born-again believers,  we have the Spirit of God, whom Jesus 

called the Spirit of Truth dwelling with us and in us. We know that He is to 

guide us into all truth (John 14-17).   But we live in a fallen world and we 

certainly battle with our flesh. We have all experienced losses in our battles 

but by the faithful promises of Christ Jesus, we will have victory!  And what 
is our victory?  Staying true to Jesus by faith and not by sight!  
 

Question: How has our ‘fallenness’ affected our perspectives on the End-

Times, specifically, the Rapture and the 7-yr Tribulation?   Good, Bible-

believing people who are born-again, who are new creations in Christ, who 

are sanctified, justified, redeemed, and forgiven have opposing ideas and 

this has led to division in the Body of Christ. There are over 2000 

denominational churches so, how does that reflect the unity of the Body 
that has Christ as its Head?   Paul gave us a glimpse of this:   
 

1 Corinthians 13:8-12  Love never fails. But whether there are 
prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; 
whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  (9)  For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part.   
  

He knew that the things of man will fail and eventually vanish.  Those 
“things of man” are the very things that men cling to:  their perfect ideas; 
their perfect understanding; their perfect reality of how life really is and 
their perfect insights into the Word of God.  

 

I’m not saying that that we cannot understand the Scriptures and what they 

teach.  I am saying that we must be humble before our God and bow down 

before Him. The thing I dislike the most is the pride of some who insist that 

their view is the correct one, even to the point of breaking fellowship with 

one another. Are we not faced with bigger problems than this?  Paul spoke 
of this principal in his letter to the Romans: 
 

Romans 16:17-18  Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions 
and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid 
them.  (18)  For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the 
hearts of the simple. 
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Ephesians 4:1-6  I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called,  (2)  with all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,  (3)  
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  (4)  There 
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling;  (5)  one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  (6)  one God and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

 

This we will strive to do, even with one of the most divisive ideas in all 
Christianity:  the Rapture! 
 

 

Now, regarding the Rapture, we will ignore the Amillennials and many of 

the Post Millennials who don’t see this as a distinct event but rather that life 

will go on until the 2nd Coming of Christ. It will go on either as a bleak time 

of history that is happening even today, or, as some believe, it will continue 

until the Gospel triumphs over all mankind and we have been made worthy 

of His return.  If they believe in a “rapture” at all, it will take place 
simultaneously with His 2nd coming.  
 

But today, we will begin to deal with the Rapture and how it relates to the 
Tribulation.  That there is a Rapture is clear from three passages: 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  (13)  But I do not want you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as 
others who have no hope.  (14)  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.  (15)  For 
this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who 
are asleep.  (16)  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first.  (17)  Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And thus, we shall always be with the Lord.  (18)  Therefore comfort one 
another with these words. 
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The people of Thessalonica were worried about those who had already died. 
They thought that being dead (asleep), they might miss out of the return of 
Jesus for his church. So, Paul reiterated what he had taught before.  
 

BTW: the phrase “Don’t be ignorant!” occurs three other times: 
 

1. God has a plan for Israel:  Romans 11:25. 
2. The Spirit gives spiritual gifts:  1 Corinthians 12:1 
3. Christians do and will suffer trials just as he did: 2 Corinthians 1:8 

 

In the Roman/Greek culture of the day, many were taught that “once dead, 
always dead”. This left them living for pleasures, satisfying their 
uncontrollable lusts. And, it left them hopeless.  Paul wants to correct this 
thinking and its inevitable consequences. (verse 13) 

The truth is centered on Jesus’ death and resurrection from the dead! Jesus 
will do the same for His followers (verse 14).  And, the dead in Christ have 
the privilege of being the first to receive their resurrection bodies! (vss. 15, 
16).   The dead are already in heaven in their spiritual bodies (remember 
the thief on the cross?). Paul is speaking of the resurrection of their dead 
bodies (buried or cremated).  

Next comes those who are alive when He comes. They will hear a shout and 
a trumpet and meet Jesus in the AIR and will be with Him forever.  The “in 
the AIR” is quite different than the prophesy in Zechariah 14: 

Zechariah 14:3-4  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against 
those nations, As He fights in the day of battle.  (4)  And in that 
day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which faces 
Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, 
From east to west, Making a very large valley; Half of the mountain 
shall move toward the north And half of it toward the south. (5)  Then 
you shall flee through My mountain valley, For the mountain valley 
shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee As you fled from the earthquake 
In the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus the LORD my God will 
come, And all the saints with You. 

That’s the Second Coming… not in the air but standing on the Mount of 
Olives.  Some call the Rapture a “secret” because only His Church will know 
that He has come.  But if the true Body of Christ is whisked away, I think 
people will know.  
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1 Corinthians 15:50-55 
 

1 Corinthians 15:50-56  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit 
incorruption.  (51)  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed— (52)  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  (53)  For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  (54)  So when 
this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 
"DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY."  (55)  "O DEATH, WHERE IS 
YOUR STING? O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?"  (56)  The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 

 

In this passage, a little more detail is added:  

1. Whether dead or alive, we shall all be changed! 

2. It’ll happen in a twinkling of an eye 

3. We will put on incorruption, immortality, that is,  victory over Satan 
and Death. There will be no more sin and no more law. All that will be 
is a relationship with God, thru Jesus that began when you first said 
“YES” to our Savior! 

 

John 14:1-3 
 

John 14:1-3  "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe 
also in Me.  (2)  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  (3)  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also. 
 

The Jewish Marriage  ceremony actually begins at the Betrothal. The 
Messiah has paid the bride price:  His precious and priceless Blood carried 
into the true Holy of Holies as the true sacrifice that was received by the 
Father of us all.     

 

Once betrothed, the groom goes back to His Father’s house where He 
prepares a place for His Bride. His Bride is to take this time to prepare and 
to be ready for His return.  He is gone until He is done, and His Father is 
satisfied. Once satisfied, He will tell His Son, “Go get your bride”.  Then 
with His groomsmen, with much joy, shouting and the sound of the Shofar, 
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the Groom goes to His Bride and brings her home to be with Him forever. 
Then the feast begins!  Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, with old 
men and young men together (Jeremiah 31:13). 
 

The picture given by Jesus in John 14 is a beautiful reminder of who we are 
in Christ. The descriptions given by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 are something 
brand NEW, a mystery revealed.  
 

There were other raptures in Scripture:  Enoch (Genesis 5), Elijah (2 
Kings 2) and the two witnesses of Revelation 11.   
 

I do not believe, as some believe, that Isaiah, Lazarus, Paul, John and 
others who were raised from the dead, are examples of the Rapture;  I don’t 
see a transformation of the body, but just coming back from the dead into 
the same body they had; or they were caught up in visions, in or out of the 
body;  Why some others include Philip (Acts 8) where he was 
supernaturally transported from one place to another, is beyond my 
understanding.  
 

So, the issue isn’t whether or not the Scriptures teach a Rapture, but the 
timing.  Here is where we get most of our debate, arguments, divisions etc.    
 

I am going to start with the Mid-Trib rapture. The Pre-wrath rapture is 

basically the same but extends into the 2nd 42-month period of the 

Tribulation believing that the Rapture will occur sometime before the first 

bowl of wrath is poured out.  These folks will emphasize that there’s two-

parts of the 7-year period, each 3.5 years.  They see the 2nd half as the 

“Great Tribulation” where God finally pours out His wrath on an 

unbelieving world.  They see the 1st half as simply judgements that we must 
all endure. The Scriptures that is used to defend this are: 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:9  For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

Romans 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness 

  

2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, 
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according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 
 

What they believe is that the LORD will spare them from the wrath of God 
but that all believers will be judged. They see the seals and trumpets as a 
refiner’s fire that burns away the dross of our flesh (so to speak). Perhaps 
this is the time where we learn what it means to overcome.  
 

They also use one passage in Revelation: 
 

Revelation 7:9-10  After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude 
which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, with palm branches in their hands,  (10)  and crying out with a loud 
voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!" 

: 

Revelation 7:13-14  Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who 
are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?"  (14)  
And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones 
who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 

They see the multitudes as believers who were raptured before the “Great 
Tribulation”.  One writer said that the key is the phrase “out of”,  that 
means that the Church is “snatched away” just prior to the Great 
Tribulation.  But nowhere in the NT is that Greek word ever translated 
“snatched or taken”.   The Greek word “Ek” speaks of origin, that is, you 
were in the kitchen and you came out of there, and into the living room.    
 

Other verses used to defend this position: 
 

Daniel 7:25  He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, 
Shall persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to 
change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand 
For a time and times and half a time. 
 

This might be the 1st half where the Anti-Christ is active and 
persecuting those living during this time.  
 

Daniel 12:7  Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above 



7 | P a g e  
 

the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left 
hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be 
for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy 
people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be 
finished. 
 

The will of the people must be shattered. They must yield to the Will 
of God! 
 

Daniel 12:11-12  "And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken 
away, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one 
thousand two hundred and ninety days.  (12)  Blessed is he who waits, 
and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days. 
 

Understand that the idea of a “church” or even gentile believers was not in 
the sight of Daniel. This is, in context, all about the Jews who are not 
faithful to His Word and have rejected the Son who came to save the “lost 
sheep of the House of Israel”.   
 

One criticism of the Mid-Trib is that we don’t know that day or hour of His 
return.  The response from Mid-Tribbers comes from Jesus: 
 

Matthew 24:36-39  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even 
the angels of heaven, but My Father only.  (37)  But as the days of 
Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  (38)  For as 
in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,  (39)  
and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also 
will the coming of the Son of Man be. 

 

Matthew 24:42-44  Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour 
your Lord is coming.  (43)  But know this, that if the master of the 
house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have 
watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.  (44)  Therefore 
you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect. 

 

Matthew 16:3  and in the morning, 'It will be foul weather today, for 
the sky is red and threatening.' Hypocrites! You know how to discern 
the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. 
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Their interpretation is that Jesus was talking about unbelievers, not 
believers. Aside from some specific issues, (like Matthew 16 that speaks of 
His 1st Coming) many neglected to include Acts 1:7 where Jesus told His 
disciples: 
 

Acts 1:7  And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 

 

I want to end this discussion of these rapture theories by examining the 
ideas of Judgment and Wrath.  Many Mid-Trib and Pre-wrath seem to 
believe that these 2 words are used the same way throughout Scriptures. So, 
when the Seal Judgements come and the Trumpet judgements come, they 
are not related to the Bowl’s of Wrath. They say that we are to be judged by 
Christ but not experience His wrath. True. But let’s look deeper: 
 

1. In both Testaments, the Scripture’s words for Judgment speak of a 
judicial decree, a righteous judgment or decision by a judge.  In other 
words, first there’s a verdict (the judgment) and then the sentence to 
be carried out (could be mercy or justice). Sometimes the word 
judgment is used in this second sense but there’s always a decree first.  

 

Exodus 6:6  Therefore say to the children of Israel: 'I am the 
LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will 
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great 
judgments. 
 

This verse speaks of both His decrees and the consequences of 
the actions of the Egyptians. 
 

Joh 5:24  "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word 
and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall 
not come into judgment, but has passed from death into 
life. 
 

Here Jesus is speaking of condemnation of those who refuse the 
believe, but the believers are rewarded with eternal life.  

 

In both testaments, the scriptures for Wrath speak of what God does 
once His Righteous Judgment is decreed: 
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Exodus 15:7  And in the greatness of Your excellence You have 
overthrown those who rose against You; You sent forth Your 
wrath; It consumed them like stubble. 

We have all read about His wrath, the outpouring of His anger and 
hot displeasure with those who have rejected Him.  

 

So, are the Seals and Trumpets simply Judgments or are they the results of 

God’s perfect Justice and Judicial decrees found throughout all of 

Scripture?  What I am saying is, you can’t rely solely on the English 

translations of the Hebrew and Greek words. We must look deeper into 

Scripture to see what the Holy Spirit was trying to convey to His own and to 
the world.  
 

The Mid-trib and Pre-wrath positions evidently believe that the church 

must go through at least 42 months or up to 66 months of the 84-month 

Tribulation because the church needs to be judged before the wrath is 
poured out.    
 

But I read in Revelation 6:17 that “the great day of His wrath has come, and 

who is able to stand?”.  This is after 6 Seals have been opened by Jesus. The 

Mid-Trib folks would answer, the Church will overcome these things 

because Jesus stands with them!   But to call the time of the Seals “the great 
Day of His Wrath” is inconsistent with how they view things. 
 

The whole 7-year tribulation is something new, never having been 

experienced before. It will be worse than the flood, the plagues of Egypt, the 

Babylonian exile, the Assyrian captivity, the destruction of Jerusalem in 

70AD and even the Holocaust of WWII.  I’m not minimizing any  of those 
events, but they pale in the face of world-wide judgments and wrath.  
 

I truly believe in a pre-Trib rapture. I will tell you why when we meet after 
my vacation.  But for today, I want to end by asking some questions.  

 

1. Does anyone know when God will say, “Enough!”   

2. In other words, how many trials and hardships will we have to endure 

before His comes for His bride? 
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3. Will you allow those trials and sufferings to push you away from your 

relationship with God or draw you deeper into that abiding 

relationship He spoke to us about in John 15? 

4. If our beloved country collapses under the weight of hate, sexual 

immorality, confusion, murder, depravity, and anarchy, will you still 
wait on your Bridegroom?  

 

I know that some are preparing for the something horrific that might occur 

in November.  Some are, like in 1999, buying supplies, storing up food, gas, 

water, and other essentials. The sales of guns have sky-rocketed so that 

there’s little or no ammo available for the weapons people are getting.  This 
prep is ok given the potential circumstances we might be facing. 
 

But that kind of prepping is easier than prepping our souls and spirit. We 

must be prepping spiritually to guard our hearts so that we continue to walk 

by the Spirit and not by the flesh.  The hardest part will be when people you 

know, perhaps even family call you and need answers. Some will call and 

yell at you, “So, this is the loving God you’ve been telling me about for 

years?  What kind of God would allow this to happen?”.  You might even get 

a call from other Christians because they were promised health and wealth 
and their best lives NOW.   
 

The key to all of this is:  the only true prepping you need to do is 

maintaining your faith.  In the face of all you see and hear, you are told that 

by God that it is your faith that overcomes!  How do we guard our hearts 

and minds?  It’s the same thing I’ve been talking about since day 1:  prayer 

and the word first and foremost. We are told to put on the armor of God but 

as I taught you before, we don’t put on symbols, we put on Christ. He is our 

salvation; He is our righteousness; He is our Truth;  He is our motivation to 

speak of Him, He is our shield of Faith when our Faith begins to fail.   And 

we use the only weapon at our disposal, the Word of God which is sharper 

than any 2-edged sword.  This sword can kill off our fears, anxieties, and 

doubts.  This sword can cut through those strongholds we have built up 
around our hearts and minds.  
 

And lastly, we must surrender to the Captain of our faith and submit to His 

authority in all things.  In order words, we must humble ourselves in the 

sight of the LORD.  And, I believe we must keep our assembly together. We 
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must worship together, we must pray together, we must bear each other’s 
burdens. We must be the family that some of us no longer have.((??)) 
 

We all may be subject to a huge reality-check in the coming months but our 
true reality  is that In Christ we are all overcomers.  
 

God needs no defense. But people need to understand what’s happening 

around them.  They need to know of the hope that lives in us. They need to 

know that everything we are experiencing has been foretold. They need to 

know that we don’t judge God because everything that’s going on is our own 
doing.   
 

Habakkuk 2:3-4  For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at 
the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; 
Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.  (4)  "Behold the proud, 
His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live by his faith. 

 

Romans 15:1-7  We then who are strong ought to bear with the 
scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves.  (2)  Let each of us 
please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification.  (3)  For even 
Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "THE 
REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REPROACHED YOU FELL ON 
ME."  (4)  For whatever things were written before were written for 
our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope.  (5)  Now may the God of patience and 
comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to 
Christ Jesus,  (6)  that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (7)  Therefore receive 
one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God. 

 

 

 

 


