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Revelation 10 

 

((( Lord God Almighty, give us Your wisdom as we continue to study Y0ur Word to us in this 
extraordinary and astonishing book! ))) 

 

So far, with just a few exceptions, the first 9 chapters of the Revelation of Jesus Christ have been 
fairly straight forward – there have been 7 seals, the last of which was the 1st of 7 trumpets, the last of 
which has not been blown and will not be blown until Chapter 11 verse 15. And, strangely enough, 
the first bowl of wrath isn’t poured out until chapter 16! 

 

Nearly every biblical scholar who adheres to the golden rule of interpretation where by the things 
about which we read are literal in nature unless some figurative or symbolic meaning makes more 
sense, are still wide apart in their writings.   

 

We have talked about how, even though the seals and trumpets and the bowls may be presented in 
chronological order, there are other events and prophesy that don’t appear to fit nicely in that 
scheme. For example, we spoke of the 144,000 Jewish male virgins whose world-wide evangelism 
led multitudes to Christ. It seems reasonable to believe that these men began shortly after the 
beginning of the Tribulation and were protected until the end of the Tribulation even though they are 
only mentioned in Chapter 7 and 14.  

 

But today, we have another break in the action. Some doggedly stick to a chronological interpretation 
about which we will be reading. Therefore, the things we are told are actually occurring in between 
the 6th and 7th Trumpet. Others think they are just events that could be spanning the whole second 
half of the tribulation and of course, some think these are still in the 1st half of the tribulation because 
the 7th Trumpet/1st Bowl has not commenced.  And just to completely confused us, some believe that 
the events which we are about to read span the entire 7 years.   

 

We will see more of these types of interludes or breaks in the action in the coming weeks.  

 

On my worst days, I wonder why the Revelation of Jesus Christ is so confusing, so scattered and so 
difficult to understand.  Then, add to that the fact that in many interpreter’s/scholar’s minds, it must 
be in a fixed chronological order and it must fit neatly and squarely in 84 months.  And, I wonder,  

1. why are there mysteries regarding who the characters are? 

2. what is the significance of so many events, not only on earth but in heaven as well?   

3. Were all the revelations given to John given in this order? Or were they revealed to him in 
pieces and left to him to put them down on “paper”? 

 

Don’t worry, this isn’t a salvation issue; It’s just that I like to be in control of what I understand. 
That’s why I loved being a computer programmer for nearly 40 years.  

 

The problem is, no matter how smart someone is, no matter how much understanding he or she has 
been given, everyone under the sun is flawed by the flesh in which we are currently imprisoned. And,  
our imprisonment is trapped in time.  At the end of 1 Corinthians 13, that magnificent chapter on the 
meaning of agape love, Paul wrote these words: 
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1 Corinthians 13:12 NKJV   For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.    

 

I hope that my point is clear:  we study this book by faith and reliance on the Holy Spirit because we 
can’t say for certain what it all means (yes, there are things which are clear and straightforward but 
much of it is enigmatic and strange.  We must apply our faith in God to our understanding and we 
must infuse our thoughts with the character of God and what He has already revealed to us. There is 
no new revelation of God here. We are truly witnessing the eternal, immutable God in all His Glory!   
Did He not reveal Himself to Moses?  In Exodus 34:6-7 Moses recorded an encounter with his LORD: 

 

“And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth,  (7)  keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third and the fourth generation." 

As we keep this truth in our hearts and it will help us rest in those things which we don’t understand 
knowing that even one mark, one word, or one prophesy will all be fulfilled in its time.  

 

But a little book awaits us, so let’s first read the chapter in its entirety to gain an overall picture of 
what’s going on here.  

 

Revelation 10:1-11 NKJV  (1)  I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed 
with a cloud. And a rainbow was on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire.  
(2)  He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the 
land,  (3)  and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders 
uttered their voices.  (4)  Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I 
heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and 
do not write them."  (5)  The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his 
hand to heaven  (6)  and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the 
things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, that 
there should be delay no longer,  (7)  but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is 
about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets.  
(8)  Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, "Go, take the little book 
which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the earth."  (9)  So I went to the 
angel and said to him, "Give me the little book." And he said to me, "Take and eat it; and it will make 
your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth."  (10)  Then I took the little book 
out of the angel's hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, 
my stomach became bitter.  (11)  And he said to me, "You must prophesy again about many peoples, 
nations, tongues, and kings." 

 

We see a mighty angel. His description has a ring of familiarity to it. In his hand is an open “little book” 
(it could just as well be translated “scroll”). John takes the book after being instructed to eat it. Tastes 
great but leaves a bitterness in his stomach.  He is then told to prophesy to all those who dwell upon 
the earth.  
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(Revelation 10:1 NKJV)  I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a 
cloud. And a rainbow was on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire.  (10:2)  
He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 
(10:3A)  and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders uttered 
their voices. 
 
:  we will cover verse 4 in a minute, so lets continue with verse 5 and part of verse 6 
 
(Revelation 10:5 NKJV)  The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his 
hand to heaven (Revelation 10:6A NKJV)  and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created 
heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things 
that are in it  (I’ll address the second part of verse 6 shortly) 
 

John sees another ‘mighty angel’ coming down from heaven. The question is, “Who is this 
angel?”  Is it just a messenger from God or is it God the Son, a.k.a. the Angel of the LORD? 

 
There are many pastors and commentators on both sides.  
 
For those who believe it is Jesus: 
In Verse 1 we see: 
1. “Clothed with a cloud” is like “Behold, He is coming with clouds” (Revelation 1:7)  

2. “A rainbow on his head” is like the rainbow around the throne in Revelation 4:3   

3. “His face was like the sun”  is similar to Revelation 1:16: “His countenance was like the sun 
shining in it” 

4. “his feet like pillars of fire” is like what we read in Revelation 1:15: “His feet were like fine 
brass, as if refined in a furnace 

5. In verse 2 we see the “little book” or “little scroll”. The Greek word for scroll is the same 
basic word used in chapter 5.  Based on 5:9-10, most believe that this is the “title deed of 
the universe” which Christ has redeemed  

a. Revelation 5:9-10 NKJV  And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take 
the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by 
Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,  (10)  And have made 
us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth." 

b. Many believe that this is the same scroll as in chapter 5 and, therefore, since only Jesus 
was worthy to open it, it must be Jesus carrying it.  

6. This “angel” set one foot on the land and the other in the sea signifying ownership and 
authority;     

i. it was here that He cried out. Hosea 11:10 says,  “They shall walk after the 
LORD: he shall roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble 
from the west.    

7. In verse 3 we see that he “cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars”. The prophet 
Jeremiah wrote, “'The LORD will roar from on high, And utter His voice from His holy 
habitation; He will roar mightily against His fold. He will give a shout, as those who tread 
the grapes, Against all the inhabitants of the earth. (Jeremiah 25:30).  And 

8.  his cry caused “seven thunders” to utter their voices 

 

Of this being Jesus is a reasonable interpretation of the first 3 verses. However, not everyone 
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believes that this is Jesus but one of His mighty angels sent to give John a special message.  

1. This seems like a different scroll than the one being unsealed by Jesus. Perhaps it’s 
part of that scroll but, we’re not told so…Nor are we explicitly told what it contains.  

2. The description of this “angel”, while appearing to be like Jesus, is not identified as 
Jesus by John nor does He identify Himself.  Perhaps, as some believe, this is the 
mighty angel in the OT:  

a. "At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over 
the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never 
was since there was a nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people 
shall be delivered, Every one who is found written in the book.”  (Daniel 12:1 
NKJV) 

b. “Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, 
when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him 
who lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the 
power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be 
finished.”  (Daniel 12:7 NKJV) 

3. The angel swore by Him who lives forever.  Would Jesus swear by His own name?  
Many say “no” but there is a verse in Hebrews that says otherwise 

a. “For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one 
greater, He swore by Himself”,  (Hebrews 6:13 NKJV) 

b. However, the flow of the verses tends towards seeing an angel making an oath 
with one hand raised to heaven.  

4. It is not uncommon that an angel was assigned to give great and important messages. 
For example, the birth of Christ. And like Michael and Gabriel, they were given authority 
to do what was told to them.   

5. Lastly, if this is Jesus, why would He return to earth now?  He was not to return until His 
Second Coming.  

 

While I don’t believe that this is Jesus, many do.  Even Chuck Smith believed that it was 
Jesus. But, I don’t believe it takes away any of the significance or force of what is going on 
here at the start of chapter 10 by believing that it was an angel.  

 

Let’s pick up at verse 4 and continue on to the last part of verse 6: 

 

(Revelation 10:4 NKJV)  Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I 
heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and 
do not write them.” 

 
At the cry of the angel, the seven thunders uttered their voices and John thought that he had to 
record what they were saying. But a voice from heaven told him not to write them down. 
Sealing up what they said then means that John should not reveal the utterances in any form.  
We are not told why, so we must not speculate.   

 
After the angel gave an oath to God, he says: 
 
Revelation 10:6B that there should be delay no longer,  (10:7)  but in the days of the sounding of the 
seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared 
to His servants the prophets. 
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The angel tells John that what was coming next would happen very soon, without delay!  Even 
though the days of God’s grace and mercy are forever, they are waning.  At the end of the 
prophesy given to Habakkuk, he cried out to the LORD   
“In wrath remember mercy”. It was difficult for him to reconcile the two as it is still difficult 
today. But he did, by faith, at the end of the Book which I will leave you to read! 

 
What was coming soon was the fulfillment of one of the mysteries of God spoken by the 
prophets.  I believe these are the prophesies about the last 3.5 years of the Tribulation. 
Remember, in the Bible, a mystery isn’t something no one knows but rather a mystery is 
something no one could know unless it was revealed to him. 
 
There are just too many OT Scriptures to present here, so I’ll just give a few: 
 

(Jeremiah 30:7 NKJV) Alas! For that day is great, So that none is like it; And it is the 
time of Jacob's trouble, But he shall be saved out of it.   

 

Zephaniah 1:14-16 NKJV  The great day of the LORD is near; It is near and hastens 
quickly. The noise of the day of the LORD is bitter; There the mighty men shall cry out.  
(15)  That day is a day of wrath, A day of trouble and distress, A day of devastation and 
desolation, A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness,  
(16)  A day of trumpet and alarm Against the fortified cities And against the high towers. 

  

Joel 2:30-31 NKJV  "And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and 
fire and pillars of smoke.  (31)  The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon 
into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 

 

See also Isaiah. 2:12; 13:6,9; Isaiah 30:30 Ezekiel. 13:5; 30:3; Daniel 12:1; Joel 1:15; 
2:1, 11, 31; 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Zephaniah 1:7, 14; Zechariah. 14:1; and Malachi.4:5. 

 

(Revelation 10:8 NKJV)  Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, "Go, 
take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the earth." 
(10:9)  So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the little book.” And he said to me, “Take and 
eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.”  (10:10)  
Then I took the little book out of the angel's hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my 
mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. (10:11)  And he said to me, "You must 
prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings." 
 

The voice from heaven tells John to get the little book from the angel he sees. So, John goes 
right up to this mighty angel and tells him, “give me the little book”.  I often wonder if the angel 
was actually Jesus, would John have been so curt with Him?  
 
John was told to take the scroll and eat it. He was told that it would taste sweet as honey but, 
his stomach would be made bitter.   After eating it, it was time to prophesy again about what he 
ate. His prophesies would be about those who dwell upon the earth. 
 
Now we know that the Word of God is sweet: 
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Psalms 119:103 NKJV  How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to 
my mouth! 

 

And as we read in our Communion, Psalms 19:10-11 concludes  “More to be desired are they 
than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.  (11)  
Moreover, by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping them there is great reward.” 

 

The bitterness of the Word affects the believer and the unbeliever.  

 

First, for the believer, cutting away the flesh is painful. Being conformed, that is, molded into His 
Image can be painful and uncomfortable.   

 

Hebrews 4:12 NKJV  For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

  

It is a painful thing to renounce yourself and die to self.  We have certainly read what Jesus told His 
disciples: 

"If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me. Matthew 16:24    

 

It is a difficult thing to battle the flesh, renounce all of your self-interests, then carry the Cross of Christ 
as you follow Him.  Truth be told, this is impossible without the Holy Spirit of God in you. Only when 
you are weak (and surrendered) can you be strong. Only in humility can you eat the Word of the 
LORD that says, “ "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness."  (2 
Corinthians 12:9 NKJV).  Only the Word that is ingested into our hearts can provide perfect 
satisfaction and contentment.   

 

Second, for the unbeliever, it is a whole other story.  The believer yearns for his or her end of this 
temporary abode.  The unbeliever doesn’t accept what is written in these pages or any page from the 
Holy Scriptures. He denies his/her sin as if it were non-existent; he rejects outright the reality of hell; 
He refuses to believe that a loving God could be a God of justice, judgment and wrath.  John writes in 
his gospel account of Jesus, “… he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abides on him." John 3:36.  And so to the unbeliever, the scoffer, the rebellious, the wicked and 
the like, the Word of God is bitter. They reject the Truth that says, “For the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,  (Romans 1:18)   

 

The bitterness is a warning just as the seals and judgments have been and the bowls will be (without 
delay).  The bowls will complete His wrath against the unbelieving, wicked and unrepentant in a 
horrific but just manner.   

 

And however bitter it was to John, he was commanded to prophesy again about “many peoples, 
nations, tongues, and kings."   
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So, what was this little book?  We are not told. But most believe it is the “rest of the story”;  Some 
believe it’s about what takes place next in Chapter 11.  Whatever is in the scroll  will certainly be 
sweet for us…but excruciatingly painful for everyone who hates god.  We must stay steadfast in our 
faith that what we are reading is sweeter than honey and that God is perfectly just in all His ways.  It 
is often difficult to see God as loving and forgiving in the face of the seals, trumpets and bowls. But if 
that is the case, then we’re facing the wrong way!   

 

We need be facing the Cross of Christ. Everything that is in this book, the glory and majesty of 
Heaven and the outpourings of God’s wrath are reconciled by the Cross!   The Cross is the promise 
of glory and eternal life with Him!  We will be with those who are at the Throne of God, praising Him 
and worshipping Him who rescued us and redeemed us from this life and translated us into the 
glorious life in Heavenly places!   This is available to every person ever created by God.   

 

At the same moment in time and on the same Cross, Jesus, became sin for us. Think about this for a 
moment.  Every thought, every motivation, every act committed without God, every wicked deed or 
evil thought or dark outpouring of our own hearts became His to bear for us.  Turning away from the 
Cross means to reject the only Way to true life and proclaiming the lie that everything under the sun 
is good and satisfying. But, every seal judgment, every trumpet judgment and every bowl judgment 
were carried on His shoulders to the Cross and there, the penalties for the things we have done in the 
flesh were paid in full.  Oh, if they would only understand that He has set before both life and death!  
And the Cross cries out:  Choose Life!!!! 

   


