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Revelation 1:9-20 

 

(Revelation 1:8)  "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the Lord, "who is 
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."  Omnipotent. 

 
It’s ironic that the LORD calls Himself the “beginning and the end” since we know that the LORD is 
from everlasting: 
 

Psalms 106:48  Blessed be the LORD God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! And let 
all the people say, "Amen!" Praise the LORD! 
 
Micah 5:2  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of 
Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth 
are from of old, From everlasting." 
 

But as the Man Jesus, one might say He had a beginning, but like us (believers), He has no End.  
 
And yet, He is the beginning of all things and will be there at the end of all things as we understand 
them.  
 
The Almighty is a made up of 2 words:  “all” and “dominion” or “power”.  The Almighty God rules!  
the Almighty God is infinitely (all) powerful.  
 
This is the One that is being revealed. This is the One whose Nature is being uncovered in more depth. 
This is the One Who created the Heavens and Earth that were declared Very Good and this Same One 
will be the One who creates the New Heaven and New Earth and the New Jerusalem.  
 

 
(Revelation 1:9)  I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. 
 

John introduces himself as a brother in Christ of the readers. He also tells them that he is a 
“co-partaker” of the tribulation they were experiencing (at this point, Christianity is under 
severe attack and it’s only been about 25 years since Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans. 
He is also a partner with them in the Kingdom of God and reminds them that they all must 
draw their patience from Jesus Himself.   
 
John was exiled to Patmos by Emperor Domitian. He was allowed to return to Ephesus in 
97AD after Domitian died.  He was sent there because, like all the apostles, refused to stop 
preaching the Word of God and being a witness of Christ Jesus. Christians were hated by the 
pagan Emperors because they refused to bow down to false gods and the Emperors who 
believed they were gods as well.  (Patmos was used as a prison island and functioned as a 
prison without walls. The island was rich in marble, and most of the prisoners were forced 
laborers in marble quarries. Patmos was a rocky, desolate island about 10 miles long, and 6 
miles wide. 
 
Mark’s Gospel (Chapter 10) hints of John’s martyrdom, but his death as a martyr is unknown. 
The theologian Tertullian reported that John was plunged into boiling oil but miraculously 
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escaped unscathed. In the original apocryphal Acts of John, the apostle dies; however, later 
traditions assume that he ascended to heaven like Enoch and Elijah.. Officially, the apostle’s 
grave is at Ephesus. Another popular tradition, known to St. Augustine, declared that the earth 
over John’s grave heaved as if the apostle were still breathing. 

(for those who love this sort of thing, the Greek word for “witness” is Marturia whose base 
Martoos gave us the English word “Martyr”) 

(Revelation 1:10)  I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of 
a trumpet, 

 
“In the Spirit” has many meanings depending on your “charismatic” bent.  Some believe this to 
be akin to some sort of trance like Peter is said to be in when in Acts 10, he saw the sheets fall 
from heaven with all sorts of unclean animals in them”.  Some would say that John is simply in 
tune with the Holy Spirit, like all Christians that are “in the Spirit”.  
 
Given this entire Book we are reading, I tend to believe that John was having an experience like 
Paul described in 2 Corinthians 12: 
 

2 Corinthians 12:2-4 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the 
body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one 
was caught up to the third heaven.  (3)  And I know such a man—whether in the body or 
out of the body I do not know, God knows— (4)  how he was caught up into Paradise and 
heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

Certainly, something happened to Paul and just as certain, something is happening to John.  As 
we read thru the Book, there are four references to John being in the Spirit:  First here at 
Patmos (Rev_1:10), then in heaven (Rev_4:2), than in the wilderness (Rev_17:3), and finally 
on the mountain of God (Rev_21:10). 

John says that it was on the LORD’s Day. The Jewish Sabbath was never called the “Lord’s 
Day”.  There’s nearly a unanimous opinion that this is Sunday, the day that the LORD rose 
from the dead. It may have been called this in reaction to the “Emperors Day” that was the 1st 
day of the month. This is the only time in the NT that this designation is used.  
 
The first thing he perceives is a “loud voice like a trumpet”. For sure it was loud and perhaps it 
reverberated like a trumpet might. It would undoubtedly have gotten John’s undivided 
attention.   This is what he heard: 
 

(Revelation 1:11)  saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, 
"What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to 
Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to 
Laodicea." 
 

Jesus repeats what He said in verse 8 with a bit of variation. Now, He describes Himself as the 
First and the Last.  In the KJV it says, “I am Alpha and Omega”.  The same “I AM” as used by 
Jesus, especially in the Gospel of John.  He is “first”, that is, there was nothing before Him and 
He is “last”, the “farthest in time or place”.  He is the One who saves to the uttermost. And, He 
is the One Who speaks to us in these last days.  
 
The voice that was behind him gives him His first instructions:  
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What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in 
Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to 
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea. 
 

This is the first of 12 times that John would be commanded to write. John would likely be 
distracted by these visions, therefore, it was critically important to write about the things he 
heard and saw. 
 
John was instructed to also send the “book” to 7 existing churches in Asia Minor. But why these 
7 only?  For example, the Church in Colosse isn’t included.  
 
No one is absolutely sure but there are several good theories: 
1. The 7 churches are arranged in a “sorta-kinda” circular pattern. The circle represents 

timelessness or completeness 
2. In the Bible, the number  7 represents completeness or totality therefore, these churches 

represent all churches throughout the “Church Age”.  More on this when we study the 
letters Jesus wrote.  

3. As a side note, Paul wrote to 7 churches as well: Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Colosse, 
Philippi, and Thessalonica.  

 
(Revelation 1:12)  Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, (13)  and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed 
with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 
 

Unable to contain himself, John turns towards the Voice to see Jesus, His LORD and His 
Friend. While the voice is not like His when He walked on earth, John knows Who is speaking 
to him.  John hadn’t seen Jesus in 65 years or so.  
 
And what a sight!  He sees 7 golden lampstands. This is certainly evocative of the Temple 
lampstand called a menorah. The Temple lampstand was a single  piece of hammered gold. At 
the top there were 7 branches each with a bowl to hold the oil or oil lamp.   (You can read 
Exodus 25:31-37 for a complete description).  
 
Here, John sees 7 separate lampstands. Because of this, many think that these are not 7 
menorahs but 7 separate stands with one lamp on each stand.  The lampstand itself is not the 
source of light, it just holds up the lighted oil so that it can be seen.  
(more on this in a minute). 
 
And in the center of them is Jesus. John says, “One like the Son of Man”.  In Daniel we see this 
same title, 
 

Daniel 7:13-14  "I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of 
Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they 
brought Him near before Him.  (14)  Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall 
not be destroyed. 

 

Jesus is seen in a long white garment with a gold band around His chest.  This is more than the 
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gold threads used to make the High Priest’s ephod that covered his chest. Some see this as 
Jesus the King, but I think it’s better to think that He is our High Priest. When Jesus was on 
earth, He was the Prophet; In heaven, now, His is our High Priest, our intercessor with the 
Father. And, when He come again, He will reign as King.  (more on this in a minute). 

 
(Revelation 1:14)  His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame 
of fire; (15)  His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many 
waters; 
  

The description reminds us of that Scripture in Daniel: 
 

Daniel 7:9  "I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was 
seated; His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool. 
His throne was a fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire; 

 

Even though this is a direct reference to God the Father, Jesus is equal with the Father in 
relation to His divine nature (the Father and I are One: John 10:30).   White has always been a 
symbol of purity and “white hair” is a picture of great age, that is, He is from everlasting.  

 

The eyes like a flame of fire speaks of Judgment. I can certainly imagine that anyone who 
stands before Him will feel a deep, searching, penetrating “I know you”. For us, it will be a 
reminder of the depth of His grace towards us. For others, it will provoke shame and guilt 
when the truth of their lives is revealed to them.  Peter spoke of this judgment: 

 

2 Peter 3:7  But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, 
are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

 
Feet of fine brass:  Brass is also a symbol of judgment and sacrifice. The Altar in the 
Tabernacle/Temple was made of wood overlaid with brass.  All of the utensils for the Altar 
were brass as well.  “Fine Brass” was made in the Refiner’s Fire. It was the fire that Jesus 
experienced on the Cross.  And finally, brass was one of the strongest metals in the ancient 
world. His feet, like brass, symbolizes strength, stability and permanence.  
 
Voice as the sound of many waters:  Think of the powerful sound of a waterfall!  There’s 
something majestic and awesome about a waterfall.  Experiencing Niagara Falls evokes this 
image.  
 
What John is seeing is the Glorified Jesus, our Heavenly High Priest. He is even more than 
what John experienced on the Mount of Transfiguration.  
 

Matthew 17:2  and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and 
His clothes became as white as the light. 

 
Revelation 1:16  He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged 
sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 

 

His hand seven stars:  We are not told what this means yet. But since Jesus explains it Himself, 
we’ll wait until verse 20. 
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Two-Edged Sword: This is a different type of sword as described in Hebrews 4:12 and 
Ephesians 6:17.   

 

Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 
Ephesians 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God; 

 

The swords described in these passages is strong but small, and capable of making precise cuts. 
That sword is a sword for believers, to protect them (like Jesus in the wilderness with Satan) 
and to also expose their fleshly nature, its thoughts and intents of the heart. Once exposed and 
confessed, the Great Physician comes and binds up the wounds that the Truth of the Word 
wrought.  

 

However, the sword in Revelation is a cutlass or sabre, large and broad. It is the Word of 
judgment that will soon come upon all those who refuse to confess Jesus as LORD.  This sword 
will be wielded by the King when He comes to reign on earth. 

 
Countenance like the Sun:  bright, shining, hot; This countenance appears to be on the 
outside but it is generated from the inside, from the very nature of God. Holy, Pure and a God 
of righteous judgment.  
 

(Revelation 1:17)  And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right 
hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. (18)  I am He 
who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the 
keys of Hades and of Death. 

 
Any man, seeing Jesus in this manner, would have done what John did…fall at His feet in 
worship; deep worship that looked like He had fallen dead.  
 
But this Jesus, shining as the sun, holding a sword, having pure white hair like wool, whose 
feet were like fine brass, this Jesus, reached down with is powerful right hand, the same 
right hand about which Moses sang after crossing the Red Sea: 
 

Exodus 15:6-7  "Your right hand, O LORD, has become glorious in power; 
Your right hand, O LORD, has dashed the enemy in pieces.  (7)  And in the 
greatness of Your excellence You have overthrown those who rose against You; You sent 
forth Your wrath; It consumed them like stubble. 

 

And, one of my favorite verses: 

Isaiah 41:10  Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right 
hand.' 
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This same right hand of our Savior reached down and laid it gently on John and spoke:  “Do 
not be afraid”.   

 
1. I am the First and the Last: This is the second of 4 times that Jesus says that He is 

the first and last. No one before Him and no one after Him – The Eternal God. 
2. I am He who lives:  I AM the Eternal One, the Self Existent One;  
3. and was dead:  I AM the Resurrected One   

a. John 11:25-26  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes 
in Me, though he may die, he shall live.  (26)  And whoever lives and believes in Me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?" 

4. and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen:  Jesus, the Man will live forevermore. 
And it will be so! 

5. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death: And He has full authority and power 
over Hell and Death as we will see in vivid technicolor.   

 
(Revelation 1:19)  Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things 
which will take place after this. 
 

The things which you have seen is the things in thus far and the things which are in your time 
(Chapters 2 and 3). And, the things that take place after this (the word “this” refers back to the 
current things which are, that is, the churches).  All that comes after is described in chapters 4 
thru 22. Which gives us the broad outline of the Book of Revelation. 

 
(Revelation 1:20)  The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven 
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands 
which you saw are the seven churches. 
 

The mystery of the lampstands and stars is explained. The lampstands represent the 7 
churches. And, the stars are the “angels of the 7 churches”.  The Greek word “angelos” is used 
to describe an angel, a messenger or a pastor.  The plain sense of the idea of “angels” is a 
messenger and therefore is probably the pastor or elder who was to deliver the messages of 
Jesus. 
 
BTW:  the word Mystery in the NT is something that was not known in the OT but is revealed 
for the first time in the NT.  There are 11 specific mysteries that I have outlined for you and will 
put the document on line. 

 
Sometimes, the word of God is very practical. It teaches us right from wrong, therefore, the 
application is simple:  do good.  
 
Sometimes, the Word of God does not give advice for living the Christian life but rather, it imparts 
something that is required in order to live the “called-out” life, to lead a life worthy of our precious 
calling.   What is needed?  Faith. And how do we get this faith?  The Word says that it comes by 
hearing the Word of God.  
 
These Words of Jesus that we heard this morning are to be read and believed.  These Words of Jesus 
are to be ingested, like our Communion elements so that they become part of us. These Words of 
Jesus are to be the fuel that burns in your hearts to remove the dross so that you can walk humbly 
before your God doing the things that were prepared beforehand that you should walk in them.  
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These Words of Jesus tell us that He IS the Eternal Almighty God and Creator of all things. These 
Words of Jesus teach us that our God is One Who planned and brings those plans to fruition. We read 
the Word of God as found in our Scriptures and know that what He says, He does. We read these 
Words of Jesus who tells us in advance the things which will take place after the fullness of the 
Gentiles comes into the kingdom. Whether that means a specific number or like the Amorites, the 
fullness of their sin, can be debated. What cannot be debated is His return. What cannot be debated is 
His return for His Bride before His wrath is poured out.  
 
This is our motivation. We are new creations in Christ. We have all experienced, at our rebirth, the 
mighty hand of God who is forming the image of the Son in us.  And we who believe know that 
 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  (16)  For by Him all things 
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.  (17)  
And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.  (18)  And He is the head of the body, 
the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have 
the preeminence.  (19)  For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,  (20)  
and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.  (21)  And you, who once were 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled  (22)  in the 
body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His 
sight Colossians 1:15-22   

  

 

 


