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Revelation 11:12-14 NKJV   

 

(12)  And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they ascended 
to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them.  (13)  In the same hour there was a great 
earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the 
rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven.  (14)  The second woe is past. Behold, the third 
woe is coming quickly. 

 

In the last chapter we saw how 2 of God’s witnesses evangelized Jerusalem and, given modern 
communications technology, their message of Truth, and the Way to Eternal Life was heard 
throughout Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the world! They did this for 1260 days from the start of 
the Tribulation. Then the LORD allowed them to be killed by the “Beast” a.k.a. the “Antichrist”.  After 
laying in the streets for 3 ½ days, they were resurrected and commanded to come up to heaven.  

 

Even in their death and resurrection they were witnesses of the Messiah that the Jews and Gentiles 
forsook because of unbelief.   

 

And in verse 14, John simply declares that two of the 3 woes (spoken of in chapter 8) are past and 
the third will come quickly! 

 

That brings us to this morning.  We must remember one of our core beliefs:   we are there, in heaven 
as well.  When we read about the heavenly scenes that John is witnessing, we need to include 
ourselves in the vision because one day soon, the vision will be a glorious reality! 

 

(Revelation 11:15 NKJV)  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, 
and He shall reign forever and ever!"   (((Hallelujah Chorus))) 

 
Once again, we and John are taken up to the Throne room to witness what is going on in 
heaven.  The very first thing is the sounding of the Seventh Trumpet.  The seventh trumpet is 
supposed to bring the first bowl of wrath. But what happens first?   Celebration, Worship,  
Praise, and the profound expression of the created ones giving glory to their Creator not 
just for what He has done but for what He will do because of His perfect and righteous 
judgment that will quickly take place – the destruction of all wickedness that has plagued the 
earth since the beginning.   BTW:  The results of the Seventh Trumpet are not revealed until 
Chapter 16! 
 
They cry out proclaiming that the kingdoms of our world have become the LORD’s and His 
Christ.  And His kingship will be forever and ever!!!     
 
Yes! He will reign in great power, for He is the LORD God Almighty, ever sovereign, and of 
infinite strength. He is the Christ and…. 
 

Colossians 1:15-22 NKJV  (15)  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation.  (16)  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All 
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things were created through Him and for Him.  (17)  And He is before all things, and in 
Him all things consist.  (18)  And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.  
(19)  For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,  (20)  and by Him 
to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
having made peace through the blood of His cross.  (21)  And you, who once were 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled  (22)  
in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above 
reproach in His sight— 

 

If you understand just this much of His nature, you will walk not only in His power, but in His 
grace!   For He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world (1 John 4:4). 

 

(Revelation 11:16 NKJV)  And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their 
faces and worshiped God, (17)  saying: "We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One 
who is and who was and who is to come, Because You have taken Your great power and 
reigned.  

 

Although the voices are not named, I believe they are the angels and the 4 creatures that are 
ministering to God Who sits on the Throne. Their voices, their message, causes the 24 elders 
to fall on their faces and worship before God.  We will be there too! 

 
Their worship includes thanksgiving to the LORD God who was, is and is to come!  This is 
Jesus, God the Son.   Notice how God and Jesus are One in essence yet two in Personhood. 
The LORD is God, and God is the LORD and the Spirit. There are no adequate words to 
explain the Trinity. But we can certainly recognize it in Scripture! 
 
And they declare His sovereignty and power in reigning over all creation!  Turn to Psalm 47 
and read along with me: (((wait))) 
 

Psalms 47:1-9 NKJV  To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. Oh, 
clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph!  (2)  For the 
LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth.  (3)  He will subdue 
the peoples under us, And the nations under our feet.  (4)  He will choose our 
inheritance for us, The excellence of Jacob whom He loves. Selah  (5)  God has gone 
up with a shout, The LORD with the sound of a trumpet.  (6)  Sing praises to God, sing 
praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!  (7)  For God is the King of all the earth; 
Sing praises with understanding.  (8)  God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy 
throne.  (9)  The princes of the people have gathered together, The people of the God of 
Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted. 

 

Know for sure that you will be doing this at His throne! 
 

(Revelation 11:18 NKJV)  The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, And the time of the 
dead, that they should be judged, And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the 
saints, And those who fear Your name, small and great, And should destroy those who destroy the 
earth." 
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The elders announce the judgment of the dead and the rewards for His servants, including 
prophets, saints, regardless of their station in life.  But destruction is for those who have 
destroyed the earth with their wickedness, their vanity, their unbelief and their rebellion” 
 

(Revelation 11:19 NKJV)  Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His 
covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, 
and great hail. 

 

The true Ark in heaven is not like the earthly one.  The earthly one contained, the Tablets of 
the 10 Commandments,  Aaron’s rod which budded proving that God had chosen him to be the 
head of the priesthood and a bowl of manna which God sent from heaven to feed the people 
during their 40 years of trial in the wilderness.  Was there anything in the one in heaven? No. 
Because Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the Law and became our High Priest and our True 
Bread from Heaven! 

 

The Ark was the place where God “sat” when He met with the High Priests.  The heavenly 
reality is the Throne in heaven about which we have been reading!     

 

Jeremiah 3:16-17 NKJV  "Then it shall come to pass, when you are multiplied and 
increased in the land in those days," says the LORD, "that they will say no more, 'The 
ark of the covenant of the LORD.' It shall not come to mind, nor shall they remember 
it, nor shall they visit it, nor shall it be made anymore.  (17)  "At that time Jerusalem 
shall be called The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to 
the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. No more shall they follow the dictates of their evil 
hearts. 

 

As a display of His Kingship and Lordship on earth John saw lightning and hail and heard great 
noise cause by an earthquake.  

 

What happens next is certainly strange and therefore has caused many to devise 
interpretations of their own.  

 

(Revelation 12:1 NKJV)  Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 

 
In this chapter we will be introduced to a woman, a child and a dragon.  After we discuss who 
they are, we will continue with events that, like other “interludes”, seem to span history and 
perhaps even the Tribulation.  Perhaps then, the theme is to show how the world came to this 
moment in prophetic history.  These events will span into Chapters 13 and 14.  This chapter 
will introduce 7 figures:  (From Guzik’s commentary on Revelation). 
 

1. The woman who represents Israel 
2. The dragon who represents satan 
3. The man-child who refers to Jesus 
4. The archangel Michael who is the head of the angelic armies 
5. The “offspring” of the woman, representing Gentiles who come to faith in the 
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Tribulation 
6. The beast from the sea representing the antichrist 
7. The beast from the earth representing the false prophet who promotes the antichrist. 

 
The verse says, “a great sign in heaven”. Some have taken this to mean our heaven that 
contains the stars and planets. But I believe it means “the third Heaven where God dwells”. 
More on this in a moment. 
 
Now, the woman is a sign, not an actual woman on earth. Remember, it’s a sign!  This is not 
new. Jezebel has been associated with the teaching of false teachings (2:20). The great Harlot 
about which we will read is associated with false religion (17:2) and of course, the Bride is 
associated with the church (19:7-8).  
 
The woman is said to be clothed with the sun. In Roman Catholic art (and teachings), this 
woman represents Mary. But Mary Baker Eddy (of Christian Science fame) actually claimed 
that she was this person! 
 
But adhering to our fundamental approach to Scripture, this woman represents Israel.  Israel 
has been likened to a woman in Scripture. The LORD spoke to Hosea 2:19-20 that He will 
betroth Israel to Himself forever!  And Jeremiah wrote, “Surely, as a wife treacherously departs 
from her husband, So have you dealt treacherously with Me, O house of Israel," says the 
LORD.” (3:20).    

 

In addition to these references there is the dream of Joseph that we read in Genesis 37:9. 
Joseph told his brothers "Look, I have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the 
moon, and the eleven stars bowed down to me".  We can see the similarity and certainly 
understand the connections. 

 

Now, back in 2017, there was quite a stir about the Great Sign in Revelation 12 and what it 
really meant.  The people promoting this theory said that the sign was going to be in our visible 
heavens and involved some constellations (Virgo, Leo) and planets such as Jupiter (whose red 
spot is a symbol of the spear-pierced side of Jesus).  

 

The basic idea is that these stars and planets would align in such a way that hadn’t occurred in 
thousands of years.  The child in verse 5 is the church because it says that the child was 
“raptured” to heaven. Therefore, because of the placement of chapter 12 (middle of the 
tribulation),  the church will be raptured at the mid-point of the 7 years and right before the 
bowls of wrath. (while it is true that verse 5 uses the Greek word that has been understood as 
the rapture, this same word is used 12 other times with the majority of them not referring to 
being ‘taken up’.   

 

They claimed that all of this will occur on September 23rd, 2017 (because of the perfect 
alignment AND because this was the Feast of Trumpets that year).  There’s a lot about this I 
could tell you, but it would actually be worthless because September 23rd, 2017 came and 
went without a rapture.  It’s interesting that on one site there were hundreds of comments 
before this date and one comment after. The comment after said, “why aren’t there any more 
comments!”. Silence is golden! 
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I bring this up as an example of what happens when people stray away from the plain 
meanings of things.  

 
(Revelation 12:2 NKJV)  Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. 
 

The child is Jesus.  The woman, Israel, gave birth to the Son of God who was born of the seed 
of David according to the flesh. (Romans 1:3)  
 
The pain seems to be related to how Herod sought out the Child to kill Him.  But Joseph had to 
go to Egypt to protect his family! 
 
More is coming concerning this Child! 
 

(Revelation 12:3 NKJV)  And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon 
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.  (4)  His tail drew a third of 
the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was 
ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. 
 

Again, not a literal dragon but a symbol of satan whose fierce power and fullness of evil are 
just a part of his nature.   
 
Daniel 7:2 NKJV  Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds 
of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. 

 

The dragon comes out of the sea. The significance is that he will be a gentile because in 
scripture the sea is often a symbol for the nations.  

 

Daniel 7:7-8 NKJV  “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful 
and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, 
and trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, 
and it had ten horns.  (8)  I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a 
little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by 
the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
pompous words. 

 

We know that from previous teachings, this fourth beast is a symbol of the Roman Empire. And 
we have been taught that the nature of this empire has not died, but simply lived on in western 
culture. Some call this the “revived Roman Empire” that will be prevalent in the End of Days 
whose leader is the Antichrist. 

 

This dragon was arrogant enough to claim royal authority over the earth for he had a crown on 
each of his heads. Notice again how satan’s playbook revolves around counterfeiting every 
aspect of God the Son in that he wants to show himself as the King and will certainly use the 
best weapon in his arsenal: the big lie! 

 
The dragon’s tail sweeps 1/3 of the angels in heaven to earth. This is evidently at the time of 
the middle of the tribulation. But do not forget, 2/3 of them stayed loyal to their creator! 
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(Revelation 12:5 NKJV)  She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her 
Child was caught up to God and His throne. 

 
This rod of iron is Jesus. The imagery first appears in Psalm 2: 

Psalms 2:9 NKJV  You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to 
pieces like a potter's vessel.' " 

 

And speaking to the church of Thyatira, Jesus told the overcomers: 

Revelation 2:26-27 NKJV  (26)  And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the 
end, to him I will give power over the nations—  (27)  'HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A 
ROD OF IRON; THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE THE POTTER'S 
VESSELS'— as I also have received from My Father; 

 

The child was the perfect God:Man who was killed for us. But death could not hold Him, and 
He was resurrected (caught up) and received His glorified body and is at the right hand of the 
Father.    

 

That’s all the time we have for today. Next week we will resume with the woman, her offspring and a 
war in Heaven between Michael and the dragon. There will be other exciting things in our continuing 
saga of “How to fix a fallen and broken world”.   

 

But for now, I want to talk to you about hope. Like faith, Hope requires an object. To most of the 
world, hope is just wishful thinking.  For example, one can hope for better weather on a cloudy day or 
“I hope things work out for you”.  

 

But Biblical hope is different.   

In the Hebrew, the word for hope is ‘tikvah’. It literally means a cord. The idea of this cord is that it 
attaches to something.  Figuratively, it also means expectation or something longed for. For example, 
in Psalm 146, we see hope that is in God. The Psalmist’s hope is tethered to God and Who He is: 

Psalms 146:5-10 NKJV  Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, Whose hope is in the 
LORD his God,  (6)  Who made heaven and earth, The sea, and all that is in them; Who keeps truth 
forever,  (7)  Who executes justice for the oppressed, Who gives food to the hungry. The LORD gives 
freedom to the prisoners.  (8)  The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; The LORD raises those who 
are bowed down; The LORD loves the righteous.  (9)  The LORD watches over the strangers; He 
relieves the fatherless and widow; But the way of the wicked He turns upside down.  (10)  The LORD 
shall reign forever— Your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 

Hope in the NT  means an expectation and confidence. It’s similar to faith in that the object of our 
faith is God.  Pagans put their hope in created things, but we have a secure and living hope in the 
Creator.   

There are many NT Scriptures that speak of hope, but the best picture is in Hebrews 6: 

 

Hebrews 6:18 NKJV  that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might 
have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 
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We who believe in His perfect salvation, can flee to Jesus to lay hold of hope. Jesus is the fulfillment 
of the “cities of refuge” where someone could flee if they accidently killed someone. The city of refuge 
would protect them from the persons family who would seek vengeance.  

Jesus is always within reach.  Jesus is open to all believers in need.  Jesus provides protection as 
long as you abide in Him because leaving the city of refuge would lead to death.  For Jesus is and is 
perfectly able to hide you underneath His mighty wings! 

See the crucial difference?  the cities of refuge were for the innocent….but the guilty can come to 
Jesus and live!  Jesus is our only hope!  Bind yourself to Jesus; Abide in Him and find comfort and 
protection from every storm of life.  

  


