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Revelation 14 

 

We are still in the no-mans-land of prophesy where all of the players have been named. Chapters 12-
15 are not only a who’s-who of the Tribulation but also enough background information about how 
they and the world have come to the mid-point of the 7-year End of End Days. 

 

Last week we read about the Troubling Trio – The dragon (satan), the first beast (the Anti-Christ) and 
the second beast (the False Prophet). These play a major part in the end-time events.  

 

Last week we read about the “remnant” of Israel that was saved and protected. They came to a 
saving knowledge of their Messiah Yeshua. But as the term indicates, there are many more Jews 
(and Gentiles) that are still stiff-necked and rebellious. When they experience the seals and trumpet 
judgments – they will do so with their physical eyes. Then they will either blame God (ironic that those 
who don’t believe in Him are the first to blame Him) or they will blame all those who dwell upon the 
earth that were warned by climate change guru’s and did nothing!  Their physical eyes are blind to the 
True Spiritual reality of God.  

 

If they had “eyes to see and ears to hear”, they would have understood.  They would have come to 
Jesus to inherit eternal life. They would have been able to overcome in life or in death.    

 

We already covered the first 5 verses of chapter fourteen when we were introduced to the 144,000 
Jewish men way back in Chapter 7. We also were given a description of their efforts on earth starting 
at the beginning of the Tribulation. We were then shown the fruit of their labors at the end of 
Tribulation.  

 

Revelation 7:9-10 NKJV  After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which 
no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands,  
(10)  and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!" 

 

 Now, in Chapter 14, we are told about these men again.  
  

(Revelation 14:1 NKJV)  Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him 
one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father's name written on their foreheads.  (2 NKJV)  
And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. 
And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. (3 NKJV)  They sang as it were a new song 
before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn that song 
except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth. (4 NKJV)  These are 
the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the 
Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to 
the Lamb. (5 NKJV)  And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the 
throne of God. 

 
While some believe that this is the Mt Zion of heaven, I think the context is a glimpse of the 
end of the Tribulation where the 144,000 are celebrating with Jesus. If they were in Heaven, 
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then how could they evangelize the world?  Some say this is heavenly because they were 
redeemed “from the earth”. But too we are redeemed and while not of the earth, we are 
certainly in it. Also, if they are in heaven at the 42-month mark, God did not protect them as 
promised…and that can never happen! 
 
No, as I taught before, this is a look forward to the time when Jesus will return to stand upon 
the Mt of Olives: 
 

Zechariah 14:4 NKJV  And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which 
faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, From east to 
west, Making a very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward the north And 
half of it toward the south. 

 

But why is Jesus standing on Mt Zion?  In the Old Testament Zion is used as a name for the 
city of Jerusalem (Isaiah 40:9), the land of Judah (Jeremiah 31:12), and the nation of Israel as 
a whole (Zechariah 9:13).  If this is a glimpse of what occurs after His Second Coming, it is 
certainly not unlikely that He will also stand on the Temple Mount.  
 
The voice heard “from heaven” is the Father’s. And the song was theirs alone to learn and 
sing!  Others could accompany them on harps, and they could worship God,  but the song was 
not theirs to sing. 
 
Lastly, “having His Father's name written on their foreheads”. This is a mark that the Antichrist 
will imitate but it will be a mark of eternal punishment rather than a mark of eternal life in 
Christ! 
 

(Revelation 14:6 NKJV)  Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 
people— (Revelation 14:7 NKJV)  saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for 
the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea 
and springs of water." 
 

An Angel preaches to those who dwell on the earth: "Fear God and give glory to Him, for 
the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the 
sea and springs of water."   
 
This angel preaches the “everlasting Gospel”. Some, believing that angels have never 
preached the Gospel, say that they must be preaching something akin to Romans 1:18-32: 
 

Romans 1:18-25 NKJV  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,  (19)  because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for 
God has shown it to them.  (20)  For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,  (21)  because, although 
they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in 
their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  (22)  Professing to be wise, they 
became fools,  (23)  and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made 
like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.  (24)  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2040.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2031.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%209.13
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Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to 
dishonor their bodies among themselves,  (25)  who exchanged the truth of God for the 
lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen. 

 
But the text clearly says “gospel” and not the theology of creation.  We know what the Gospel 
is. 1 Corinthians 15:1-5   says: 
 

“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you stand,  (2)  by which also you are saved, if you hold fast 
that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.  (3)  For I delivered to 
you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures,  (4)  and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures,  (5)  and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 
 

If this is the Gospel (and it is), then what the angel is preaching?  I think it’s the Gospel also. I 
think the message he cried out was the warning of rejecting the Gospel which must always be 
considered.   For over two thousand years the Gospel was preached. Then after 3.5 years of 
the Tribulation, the gospel mostly fell  on deaf ears. The angel will give the message of the 
Gospel that many in modern times and in the opulent West, do not hear:  the rejection of Jesus 
as God, the rejection of Jesus as the “Once and for all” atonement for sin, the rejection of the 
Grace of the Father will cause them to experience His Perfect and Righteous Judgment, Wrath 
and Justice instead of His perfect salvation.  

 
Implicit in this message is something that those who dwell on the earth would understand:  
“Last Call!!”.  This would be one of the very last calls of grace to an apostate world. 
 

(Revelation 14:8 NKJV)  And another angel followed, saying, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great 
city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." 
 

The second angel cries out "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has 
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." 
 
Babylon is a place and a symbol of the Beast’s political and economic systems. The “she” is 
the harlot of chapters 17 and 18. This appears to be a prophesy of events that will soon take 
place. The harlot represents the religious systems that helped the Antichrist and the False 
Prophet take control of his so-called “kingdom”.   The nations drank deep of what the Harlot 
had to offer (she offered spiritual fornication, that is, worship of other gods).  And as we have 
read throughout the Scriptures, idolatry ALWAYS led its adherents into great immorality.   
More on this in the coming weeks of our study. 

 
(Revelation 14:9 NKJV)  Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone 
worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
(Revelation 14:10 NKJV)  he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. (Revelation 14:11 
NKJV)  And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, 
who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." 
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The “if” at the beginning of the third angel’s announcement also gives a clue that this is started 
in the past and there’s still time to “say no to marks”.  
 
But, once the mark is received, there’s no turning back. The lame excuse of not being 
warned would cause laughter in heaven if it wasn’t so very sad.   It is permanent and eternal 
reminder of the choice one made. This will result in the full strength of God’s wrath which 
contains “fire and brimstone”.  And, instead of the “rest” promised to the saints, these will have 
no rest that is only found in His Presence. Instead of prayers for mercy, only the smoke of their 
torment rises, and that for ever and ever.  THIS IS THE POINT OF NO RETURN!   
 
More on this later… 

 
(Revelation 14:12 NKJV)  Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
(Revelation 14:13 NKJV)  Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their 
labors, and their works follow them." 
 

This is the synopsis of every “he who overcomes” promise.  

 

Overcoming requires great patience, obedience and the keeping of the faith OF Jesus.  This 
will require a massive dose of humility on the part of every believer.  It will require humility to 
say, “when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10), and humility to say, “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13) and humility to say, “I will trust in 
the LORD with all my heart and I will not depend on my understanding!! (Proverbs 3:5) And it 
will take great humility to declare, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20)     

 

Which one of us hasn’t thought of our meeting Jesus, face to face, and being greeted with the 
words: “'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make 
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'”   (Matthew 25:21, 23)     
 
Yes, the overcomer is certainly blessed!  The overcomer will enter their rest. The overcomer 
will receive heavenly rewards for the “works that follow them”. 
 
 

(Revelation 14:14 NKJV)  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the 
Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 
 

Don’t ask how this is done. Perhaps in our glorified bodies we will be able to do similar and 
exciting things! 
 
This picture of Jesus is not an encouraging one. For what is ready to be reaped are the 
wicked.  John the Baptizer said of Him: 
 

Luke 3:17 NKJV  His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His 
threshing floor, and gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with 
unquenchable fire." 
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(Revelation 14:15 NKJV)  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to 
Him who sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to 
reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." (Revelation 14:16 NKJV)  So He who sat on the cloud 
thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped. 
 

For the harvest of the earth is ripe: This ancient Greek word for ripe has a negative sense, “to 
become dry or withered.” For the harvest to become “ripe” in this sense, while negative, once 
again shows God’s longsuffering. Only when the harvest of the tares is ripe, does He swing His 
arm in judgment.   

Jesus said, “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they 
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. John 15:6 NKJV   

       and 

"If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter 
into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting 
fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter 
into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.  (Matthew 18:8-9 
NKJV) 

 

God takes sin seriously!   

 

Do you believe, as I do, that it was strange that an angel tells Jesus to reap the earth?  We must 
leave that be because we simply do not understand.  

 
(Revelation 14:17 NKJV)  Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also 
having a sharp sickle. (Revelation 14:18 NKJV)  And another angel came out from the altar, who 
had power over fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in 
your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 
(Revelation 14:19 NKJV)  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the 
earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. (Revelation 14:20 NKJV)  And the 
winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses' 
bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs. 
 

Before this was the picture of ripened grain being harvested – the tares prepared for the fire.   
But now, the grapevines and grapes are harvested. These are destined to the winepress, but it 
is the winepress of God’s wrath.  
 
And the Prophet Joel spoke of this time: 

 

Joel 3:12-14 NKJV  "Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat; For there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations.  (13)  Put in the 
sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is full, The vats 
overflow— For their wickedness is great."  (14)  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 

 

Joel looked out upon the Valley of Jehoshaphat at the coming Battle of Armageddon, and sees 
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multitudes facing their eternal fate in the valley of decision. But those who fight against the 
LORD and His Messiah have already made their decision before they ever gathered there.  

 
With a prophetic eye towards the Battle of Armageddon the winepress extracts the blood of all 
the wicked on the earth.  

“Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord, 
He is trampling out the vineyard where the grapes of wrath are stored, He hath loosed 
the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword, His truth is marching on!” 

Blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six 
hundred furlongs:  

Sixteen-hundred furlongs is about 200 miles. This is a unimaginable amount of blood and 
most believe that this is an exaggeration which is painting a powerful picture of how complete 
the judgment of God is.  Israel is only about 260 miles from north to south so a river of blood 
running nearly the entire length of the country does appear to be hyperbole.  

Remember the end of Chapter 13 where image of the beast causes many who would not 
worship it to be killed?  Remember his counterfeit mark that allowed only his followers to 
purchase anything, like food, drink or toilet paper, oh my!! It appears he has the upper hand! 

Revelation 14 clearly shows who is in control and who has all power!  Chapter 14 is 
certainly a “But God” chapter!  

 
There’s a difficult concept in this chapter. It is about the wrath of God.  It’s hard to accept that our God 
who is declared to be the “God who IS love”, will one day pour out His anger and wrath on 
unbelievers.  
 
But the Scriptures declare it to be true.  
 
Nahum 1:2-6 NKJV  God is jealous, and the LORD avenges; The LORD avenges and is furious. 
The LORD will take vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies;  (3)  
The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, And will not at all acquit the wicked. The LORD has 
His way In the whirlwind and in the storm, And the clouds are the dust of His feet.  (4)  He rebukes 
the sea and makes it dry, And dries up all the rivers. Bashan and Carmel wither, And the flower of 
Lebanon wilts.  (5)  The mountains quake before Him, The hills melt, And the earth heaves at His 
presence, Yes, the world and all who dwell in it.  (6)  Who can stand before His indignation? And who 
can endure the fierceness of His anger? His fury is poured out like fire, And the rocks are thrown 
down by Him. 

 
Zephaniah 1:14-18   The great day of the LORD is near; It is near and hastens quickly. The noise of 
the day of the LORD is bitter; There the mighty men shall cry out.  (15)  That day is a day of wrath, A 
day of trouble and distress, A day of devastation and desolation, A day of darkness and gloominess, 
A day of clouds and thick darkness,  (16)  A day of trumpet and alarm Against the fortified cities And 
against the high towers.  (17)  "I will bring distress upon men, And they shall walk like blind men, 
Because they have sinned against the LORD; Their blood shall be poured out like dust, And their 
flesh like refuse."  (18)  Neither their silver nor their gold Shall be able to deliver them In the day of the 
LORD's wrath; But the whole land shall be devoured By the fire of His jealousy, For He will make 
speedy riddance Of all those who dwell in the land.  
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Romans 1:18-19 NKJV  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  (19)  because what may be 
known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 

 

Romans 1:29-32 NKJV  being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are 
whisperers,  (30)  backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents,  (31)  undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful;  (32)  
who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of 
death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. 

 

The wrath of God must be poured out on all forms of wickedness. It was poured out on the gentile 
nation of Egypt and on the Nation of Israel for adopting the ways of her gentile neighbors. They easily 
forsook their God and became idolatrous. That led them into all forms of abominations that they used 
to satisfy the lusts of their flesh.  And that resulted in great judgments being decreed and the wrath of 
God that followed. 

 

As in the past, as it is now and as it will be in the future, people will reject God and His standards. 
They will reject His offer of salvation brought to the world by His Only Begotten Son. And God will 
give them over to their choices including the one where they willingly cross “the line that should never 
be crossed”. It is the true “point of no return!” 


