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Revelation 16:13 – 17 

 

We need to finish up Chapter 16 this morning and then move on.  In the first 12 verses we see the 
first 6 bowls of God’s wrath being poured out upon the entire earth.  

 

Verses 2-5 describe the first three bowls.  The first bowl targeted those who took the mark of the 
beast and worshipped his image.  “Foul and Loathsome sores” broke out all over their bodies.  Then, 
the second bowl was poured out upon the seas and it became blood so that every living creature in 
the sea died.  The third bowl was like the second, but its target were the rivers and springs of water 
that also became blood.  

 

The fourth bowl was poured out onto the sun. The angel was given power to “scorch men with fire”. 
The result was that those who were burnt blasphemed God and refused to repent.  

 

The fifth angel poured out his bowl onto the throne of the beast, the antichrist. His entire kingdom 
became dark. Evidently the sores were still on them. But still, they blasphemed God for their pain was 
great. But they still not repent!   

 

Clearly God gave them over to their rebellion and unbelief. I wonder if they too questioned their so-
called god like the Egyptians questioned Pharaoh? But then again, it was obvious that the beast was 
powerless to stop any of the judgments that came upon the earth!   

 

Now, let’s finish up chapter 16 

 

Revelation 16:12-21 NKJV  (12)  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river 
Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared.  
(13)  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of 
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  (14)  For they are spirits of 
demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.   

 

The drying up is both a consequence of the sixth bowl but also a step of preparation for a huge 
war that was brewing. John then sees three unclean spirits that resemble frogs. One is said to 
come out of Satan (dragon), one from the antichrist (beast) and one from the false prophet (the 
second beast).  This unholy trio of spirits are essentially sent by their “hosts” to convince the 
“kings” of the earth to gather together for one last war against God.  

 

There are long passages in Micah chapter 4, Zechariah 12 thru 14, Isaiah 24,  and Joel 
chapter 3 that describe much of the details of what is happening here.  For those who are 
interested, I ask that you read those on your own.  But, for now, let me read a few shorter 
passages. 

 

Micah 4:11-12 NKJV  Now also many nations have gathered against you, Who say, "Let her be 
defiled, And let our eye look upon Zion."  (12)  But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD, 
Nor do they understand His counsel; For He will gather them like sheaves to the threshing 
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floor. 

 

Zechariah 12:2-3 NKJV  "Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the 
surrounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem.  (3)  And it shall 
happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all who would 
heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered against 
it. 

 

Zechariah 12:10-11 NKJV  (10)  "And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. 
Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 
for a firstborn.  (11)  In that day there shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning 
at Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 

 

Zechariah 14:3-4 NKJV  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those nations, As He 
fights in the day of battle.  (4)  And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which 
faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, 
Making a very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward the north And half of it 
toward the south. 

 

Those who continue to follow after the Dragon and his 2 beasts will be defeated. It is the LORD’s 
battle and He cannot lose! 

 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest 
he walk naked and they see his shame."   

 

And as if to remind the reader of the this chapter, Jesus utters the 3rd of 7 blessings recorded 
in this Book.   Remember the 1st two? 

 

(Revelation 1:3 NKJV)  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

 
(Revelation 14:13 NKJV)  Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest 
from their labors, and their works follow them." 

 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.  

 

It doesn’t say how long this took but all of the king’s armies are gathered to a place called 
Armageddon. Funny, because that’s not the Hebrew name. In the Hebrew it’s 2 words “Har” 
meaning mountain or mount, and Megiddo a place where many battles have taken place.  
Megiddo actually looks down on the valley of Jezreel, a.k.a., the valley of decision or the valley 
of Jehoshaphat (Both names in Joel 3).  

 

(Joel 3:2 NKJV)  I will also gather all nations, And bring them down to the Valley of 



3 | P a g e  
 

Jehoshaphat; And I will enter into judgment with them there On account of My people, 
My heritage Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; They have also 
divided up My land. 

 

Joel 3:9-12 NKJV  Proclaim this among the nations: "Prepare for war! Wake up the 
mighty men, Let all the men of war draw near, Let them come up.  (10)  Beat your 
plowshares into swords And your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say, 'I am 
strong.' "  (11)  Assemble and come, all you nations, And gather together all around. 
Cause Your mighty ones to go down there, O LORD.  (12)  "Let the nations be 
wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For there I will sit to judge all the 
surrounding nations.   

 

This passage is pure sarcasm. The mighty are depicted as farmers who turn their instruments 
of sowing and reaping into swords and spears. The weak will try to convince themselves that 
they are strong and able.  

 

But God is allowing this gathering against His people. And we see this as fulfillment of a 
perfect prophesy in Psalm 2: 

 

Psalms 2:1-6 NKJV  Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing?  (2)  
The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the 
LORD and against His Anointed, saying,  (3)  "Let us break Their bonds in pieces And 
cast away Their cords from us."  (4)  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The 
LORD shall hold them in derision.  (5)  Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And 
distress them in His deep displeasure:  (6)  "Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of 
Zion." 

 

(17)  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple 
of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!"   

 

Oh Praise God for His longsuffering and His faithfulness to His Word.  The 7 seals are 
completed; the 7 trumpets are completed and now, the 7th bowl has been poured out. 
God Himself declares, “It is done!”.   

 

Why was the bowl poured out into the air?  Most believe it is because the domain of 
Satan was said to be there.  

 

Ephesians 2:1-3 NKJV  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins,  (2)  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in 
the sons of disobedience,  (3)  among whom also we all once conducted 
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 

 

(18)  And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such 
a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth.  (19)  Now the great 
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city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was 
remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath.  (20)  Then 
every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.  (21)  And great hail from heaven fell upon 
men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the 
hail, since that plague was exceedingly great. 

 

After the 7th trumpet sounded we read: 

 

Revelation 11:19 NKJV  Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of 
His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, 
an earthquake, and great hail. 

 

And so, after the 7th bowl something similar but more powerful happens: 

1. there were noises and thunderings and lightnings;  

2. there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred 
since men were on the earth. This was certainly a world-wide event and not localized to the 
Middle East or Jerusalem.  

3. some believe that the great city in verse 19 is Jerusalem and perhaps it is so: 

a. Revelation 11:8 NKJV  And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city 
which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 

b. Revelation 11:13 NKJV  In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth 
of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest 
were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven. 

4. But others believe it is Babylon: 
a. Revelation 14:8 NKJV  And another angel followed, saying, "Babylon is fallen, is 

fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the 
wrath of her fornication." 

b. And within this verse it says: “great Babylon was remembered before God, to give 
her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath” 

c. I choose Babylon because of the immediacy of it’s connection with the “great city”.  
5. Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found:  a poetic description of 

their destruction… 
6. And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent (100 

pounds) . It was called the “plague of hail” just as we read in Exodus 9 when God rained 
down hail from heaven on Egypt. That like this was the 7th. Also note that in the Egyptian 
plague, Israel was protected. Many believe that Israel was still being supernaturally 
protected now.  

 

And like before, men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail.  Their stubbornness 
is unbelievable. Some do not like the idea of eternal punishment. But, what do you do with 
those who have hardened their hearts to the point of being eternally unrepentant?  They hate 
God and since there is an eternity awaiting everyone, they have chosen the one where there is 
no God, just eternal consequences for the choices they made – choices that included 
salvation, forgiveness, glory or darkness and punishment for all the wickedness they have 
done and taught others to do. 

 

Before the 7th bowl was poured into the air, armies gathered to come against Israel, the target of 
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Satan since the Messiah was announced in Genesis 3:15.   But until we get to that war against God 
Almighty, we need to understand the politics, the religion and the economics that the Antichrist was 
able to build along with the False Prophet.  The next 2 chapters are not part of the chronology of last 
42 months of the Tribulation. They, like the other interludes, span the whole 84 months (and in some 
ways span thousands of years of history) 

 

(Revelation 17:1 NKJV)  Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked 
with me, saying to me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many 
waters,  (2)  with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 
were made drunk with the wine of her fornication." 

 
We got a glimpse of this in Chapter 16 when Babylon was mentioned. One of the 7 great 
angels wanted to show John the details behind the events of the end. We have already read in 
chapter 14 verse 8 that Babylon is fallen.  
 
Now, in chapters 17 and 18 we will see the fall of Babylon in vivid (and often) symbolic 
description.  
 
Babylon is only second to Jerusalem in terms of the number of times it is mentioned in the 
Bible. 287 times (Jerusalem is mentioned 767 times!) 
  
Babylon is an actual city on the Euphrates River. It was first mentioned in connection with the 
Tower of Babel where mankind rebelled against God.   Next, we see that Nebuchadnezzar 
came from Babylon to destroy Judah and Jerusalem and capture the Jews to take back to 
Babylon. To the Jews, Babylon was the epitome of wickedness, cruelty and became the 
symbol of sin, carnal living, lust, and greed.  

In the Apostle John’s day,  Rome was the main opponent and persecutor of the Christian 
faithful. But even a quick view of there culture was nearly identical in terms of immorality, 
idolatry and violence (to name a few).  Both Babylon and Rome became the best examples of 
what we would call the “world system”.  Today, there are many examples of these types of 
cities but LA and NY come to mind.  

The city of Babylon still exists at the same location as the ancient city of Babylon and it is 
located in south Iraq. Saddam Hussein had been quietly rebuilding the ancient ruins of 
Babylon for decades. Saddam had even had his name engraved on the stones of some of the 
buildings along with Nebuchadnezzar. The gulf wars did disrupt the rebuilding of Babylon. 
There was damage done to the ancient ruins in the gulf war so the United States and other 
nations recently pledged to develop Babylon into a international world center and possibly a 
theme park based on her ancient wonders.  Oy Vey! 

Again, while I think Babylon will be an actual city in the time of the Antichrist, most of the 
references appear to be talking about the cultural, religious and the commercial aspects rather 
than the physical location. According to what we read, its influence on the world will be 
unfettered! 

Now, regarding the description as “the great harlot who sits on many waters,  with whom the kings of 
the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her 
fornication."   Many believe that this harlot is symbolic of the religious system of the times. Here she is 
“sitting on many waters” which speaks of her influence over “peoples nations and tongues”. She was 
also able to beguile the kings of the earth who “joined” themselves to her, taking deep drinks of the 
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wine she offered.  

 
(Revelation 17:3 NKJV)  So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  
(4)  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. (5 
NKJV)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
 

John was taken (or shown) in the Spirit to a place in the wilderness where he saw this woman 
sitting on a “scarlet beast” who sounds very much like the Dragon (Satan) in chapter 12: 

 

Revelation 12:3-4 NKJV  And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red 
dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.  (4)  His tail drew 
a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the 
woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. 

 

Being seated on him speaks both of his influence and foundations of what she is about. Her 
garb and the golden cup evoke images of the clothing of the High Priest and the gold-covered 
utensils created for Temple worship.  But the truth is, this cup is “full of abominations and the 
filthiness of her fornication.” The woman represents all false religion that seeks to enslave its 
adherents with grandiose promises of blessing, peace, health and wealth. People are captured 
by the religious trappings and even rituals because they appeal to their fleshly natures. And 
while they believe that being righteous,  they are “like whitewashed tombs which indeed 
appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  
(Matthew 23:27). 

 

And branded on her forehead was “MYSTERY,  BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 
 
Yes, she is a mystery. Yes, John is told that she represents Babylon and that she is the mother of all 
harlots and abominations of the earth!  What does all this mean?  That is for the next time we meet! 
 

But what have we learned today that can help us today and the time we have left before the 
Bridegroom comes for His Bride?  We have spoken about being ready for His return. We have 
spoken about the need to abide in Him through His Word and through prayer. We have spoken about 
the need to try to reach the lost, especially family. We have spoken about inviting folks to service as 
well so that they can hear the Word and not just a lot of stories, jokes and unconnected thoughts and 
verses.   

 

For today, for those of you who are here and those of you who are watching online, I want to simply 
warn you all:   

 

Don’t put your trust in any human institution.   These include Family, Church, Local Police, Federal 
Law Enforcement, Traditional Media, Alternative Media, The US Justice Department, Our Local or 
State Government, Our Federal Government, our Armed Services or our Educational Institutions.  
Some of you may have been offended that I mentioned one or more of these. All of these are man-
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made in a fallen world. None of them can be trusted completely!  How many times have any of these 
let you down? How many times have they done more harm than good?  All of these will fail you at 
one time or another.  

But we must put all our trust in God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.   And even 
though we trust the Word of God, we must humble ourselves when reading it, asking the Holy Spirit to 
help us understand it.   Paul taught the following: 

 

1 Timothy 4:1-3 NKJV  Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the 
faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,  (2)  speaking lies in hypocrisy, having 
their own conscience seared with a hot iron,  (3)  forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain 
from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the 
truth.    

 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 NKJV  But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:  (2)  For men will 
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy,  (3)  unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good,  (4)  traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  (5)  having a 
form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!    

 

Many of these men and women are running the very institutions I listed! 

 

I am not saying that any of you will fall away from the faith you have. But I have witnessed great 
teachers fall because of the lust of their flesh.  I have witnessed believers get caught up in religion to 
the point where they preferred rituals and man-made laws and traditions more than Jesus. And, I 
have witnessed believers getting more excited about politics, sports or a leader than they do about 
their King and Shepherd.  

 

And lastly, do not be afraid to be set apart for Christ. I know you probably fear losing loved ones 
because of your faith. I know you never want to be self-righteous and judgmental of others.  Being set 
apart for Christ doesn’t mean you can’t engage the people around you. It simply means that you will 
walk the path He has laid out, always relying on Him, trusting Him rather than yourself or anything this 
world says is trustworthy….like science or Dr. Fauci. 


