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Revelation 19 Beginning 

 

In Chapter 17 and 18, we witnessed, through the lens of prophesy, the utter destruction of the 
Tribulation one-world-religion and the Tribulation’s political, cultural and economic systems.  The 
former occurs at the mid-point of the 7-years and the latter follows at the end of the 7-years.  

 

In terms of historical time, the destruction was swift, far faster than the time it took for these things to 
be put into place.   However, most of us would agree that the seeds of these anti-God ways were 
planted near the beginning of creation and their roots have grown deep into the earth.  

 

Even now, our beloved democracy, our free-enterprise system and the religious foundations of our 
nation are under attack. Our morals are rapidly dissolving into blackness. This latter issue is the 
intended consequence of removing God from all public institutions, and while all these things 
together would cause the “Fall of the US of A”, it’s this issue that God must judge. The wicked treat 
others as objects, not people created in the image of God. They use them, abuse them, exploit them, 
kill them, maim them, and do all these evil things in the name of personal pleasure. They are 
themselves no better than an animal and their prey are nothing more than weaker animals as well. 
God must judge this nation or apologize to every other city, nation, or empire He ever judged and 
destroyed for the same reasons.   

 

What we have been reading in this book from Chapter 6 thru 18 is a graphic picture of God’s 
judgment on this world He created. It certainly has been difficult reading when the seals were broken, 
the trumpets blown, and the bowls were poured. Those were heavy lessons to bear.  While His 
judgments and wrath upon the sons of disobedience were part of the revelation, I hope that you 
learned something about Jesus Christ about whom the book was written.  Since His ascension to 
Heaven, He has been the object of writings and paintings as numerous as the sands of the oceans.  
He was portrayed as a long-straight haired man, smooth-shaven with a straight nose. He was gentle 
and mild and very unlike His Father.  

 

But the Jesus we see in the book of Revelation, is God the Son, and a  slain Lamb AND a roaring 
Lion. His eyes were always described as “flames of fire”. And His feet were as fine brass…both 
symbols of righteous judgment. He wore a crown of a King, but he also wore robes of white or a robe 
dipped in blood.  It was Jesus that opened the seals which began the awful and dreadful righteous 
declarations of judgments on a world gone insane with wickedness. And we learned to restrain our 
joy over all this destruction of life but rather to have passionate praise and worship for our God who is 
true to His word.  

 

Chapter 19 is one of those chapters with both exuberant praise and awful judgments. We will witness 
the joys of a heavenly wedding and the horrors of the Lake of Fire.  The good news for today is we 
will only hear about the wedding.  

 

(Revelation 19:1 NKJV)  After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 
"Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God! (Revelation 19:2 
NKJV)  For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who 
corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed 
by her."  
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This isn’t the first of the praises to our God in heaven, but it is one of the last.  But like the 
others, it is well deserved and good to hear!  The Hallelujah is the first of four spoken in this 
chapter and the only four in the entire book of Revelation. 

 
The Queen and Mother of all Harlotry is dead…long live the Queen in the place of her 
destruction.  She corrupted the earth with her abominations and seductions in the form of 
fleshly thoughts, philosophies and institutions which promoted them. The Antichrist supported 
her until he wanted to be the focus of all praise and worship. And like those insects that eat 
their mates, he directed his kings to destroy the religions she created so that only he was the 
object of worship on the earth. But Babylon’s tentacles spread out over the other institutions 
created by man:  politics, economics and culture.  
 
Babylon is the true idol. Her fornication is the seduction of the hearts of men and women with 
promises of wealth, health, peace, and acceptance. Her banner read, “Anything Goes”. And 
with the freedom that this idol gives, came unbridled wickedness, darkness, and death of the 
souls of mankind. 
 
We are blessed to not only witness this future but we are blessed to be a part of it. “Wait, did 
he just say ‘blessed’?”.  Yes. Did you think that our Bridegroom would come in a time of peace 
and prosperity? Could you ever truly understand why Daniel’s 70th week had to come without 
witnessing the laying of a dark foundation builds into 7-years of hell on earth?  
 
Therefore, we know our time is short and we are therefore blessed to be able to speak the 
truth and warn those who will hear that there is a Way to eternal Life through the One who is 
called Faithful and True, the Alpha and Omega, the Amen and the Great I AM.  
 

(Revelation 19:3 NKJV)  Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!” (Revelation 
19:4 NKJV)  And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God 
who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” (Revelation 19:5 NKJV)  Then a voice came from 
the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both small and 
great!”  

 
The praise and worship continues with shouts of Hallelujah – Praise the LORD!  One of the 
cherubs that ministers to God who sits on His throne also praises God. Then the multitudes of 
angels and saints cry out “Praise the LORD for the LORD God Almighty reigns”.  

 
(Revelation 19:6 NKJV)  And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many 
waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent 
reigns!  

 

This is not happening now for Christ has not come and there’s still work to be done.  But the 
anticipation is mounting because the saints in heaven know what’s coming!  The LORD will 
come and reign on earth!   But it is always good to praise the LORD! 

 

Psalms 103:1-5 NKJV  A Psalm Of David. Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within 
me, bless His holy name!  (2)  Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits:  (3)  
Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases,  (4)  Who redeems your life from 
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destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies,  (5)  Who satisfies your 
mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

: 

Psalms 103:19-22 NKJV  The LORD has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom 
rules over all.  (20)  Bless the LORD, you His angels, Who excel in strength, who do His word, 
Heeding the voice of His word.  (21)  Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, You ministers of His, 
who do His pleasure.  (22)  Bless the LORD, all His works, In all places of His dominion. Bless 
the LORD, O my soul! 

 

We praise Him because all of this will be experienced in heaven and then in the New Heaven 
and New Earth! 

 

(Revelation 19:7 NKJV)  Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” (Revelation 19:8 NKJV)  And to her it was 
granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the 
saints.  

 
We are the Bride of Christ and currently, His betrothed.   
 
Paul tells us in:  
 

2 Corinthians 11:2 NKJV  (2)  For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have 
betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

 

While Paul says, “I have betrothed you”, it was truly God the Father. For the Father arranged 
all things for His Son. The Bride price was the Blood of Messiah.  Paul’s purpose was to 
present the church as a chaste virgin to Jesus so that Jesus could “establish your hearts 
blameless in holiness before our God and Father” (1 Thessalonians 3:13).   

 

And how is the Bride making herself ready? By our submission to the sanctifying works of the 
indwelling Spirit of God.  Listen again to Paul:  

 

Ephesians 5:25-27 NKJV  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself for her,  (26)  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with 
the washing of water by the word,  (27)  that He might present her to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be 
holy and without blemish. 

 

We are to be continually cleansed with the “washing of water by the Word”.  This is one of the 
most important things we can do as a follower of Christ:  reading the Word.  Does the Word 
cleanse and sanctify?  Yes!  Jesus said: 

 

John 17:17 NKJV  Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 

 

One other thing we can do is to live in truth with respect to our sins.  John wrote: 
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1 John 1:6-10 NKJV  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth.  (7)  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.  (8)  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us.  (9)  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (10)  If we say that 
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

 

Are you struggling with some secret sin that you have never conquered? Confess it to God 
and He will cleanse you. You don’t need an earthly priest. You need to confess it to our True 
High Priest and He will intercede for you to the Father. Then surrender your will to the Spirit of 
Christ who dwells within you and He will help you and strengthen you until you experience His 
victory over it.  Is it ironic that the path to victory, the path to overcoming and conquering 
is surrender and submission?  Yes because this is a spiritual battle so give it over to the 
Captain of the Heavenly Host. 

 

Verse 8 tells us that in heaven, we will be “granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 
bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints” because we walked in the “good 
works which God prepared beforehand”.  We have been studying in Exodus on Wednesday 
night and have seen that fine linen was a symbol of purity. In this verse the word for “bright” in 
the Greek means radiant, like pure white light!  

 

I also think that part of this cleansing will be accomplished at the Bema Seat of Christ where 
“each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether 
good or bad.”   Remember,  

 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 NKJV  (11)  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  (12)  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  (13)  each one's work will become clear; 
for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 
one's work, of what sort it is.  (14)  If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he 
will receive a reward.  (15)  If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself 
will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

 

So, when will the Marriage take place?  Most believe that it will take place shortly after the 
Rapture of the Church and after the Judgment Seat of Christ where fine linens and crowns will 
be given to us.  

  

Let’s not gloss over this wedding ceremony. As in the Jewish wedding, it was a time of great 
rejoicing because the betrothed became the wife. For the Jews, it was the time of the 
consummation of the betrothal where the husband and wife became “one flesh”. This is a 
mystery that Paul spoke of in Ephesians 5:  

 

Ephesians 5:30-32 NKJV  For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His 
bones.  (31)  "FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND 
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MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE 
FLESH."  (32)  This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

 

Is there any other reason for rejoicing with such fervency?  

      

(Revelation 19:9 NKJV)  Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb!’ “ And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” 

 

Now the Marriage supper of the Lamb is announced.  

 

Revelation 19:7–9 prompts two major questions: When and where will the marriage and 

marriage supper of the Lamb take place? The simplest answer is that they were both take 

place in heaven and the feast will soon follow the wedding. Here’s three ideas that have been 

proposed: 

1. First, the marriage will occur when the Church is raptured to meet Christ in the air at His 

Second Coming and the marriage supper will take place on earth during the Millennium.  

a. This is rejected by those of us who do not believe that the 2nd coming of Christ is 

when the church is raptured.  

2. Second, the marriage will occur in Heaven when the Church is raptured before the 70th 

week (Tribulation period), and the marriage supper will take place on earth during the 

Millennium.  

a. This is a relatively new view. It’s based on the idea questioning why others would be 

called  if they are already in heaven? So, if they are not in heaven, the only place left 

is earth after the 1000-year reign of Christ begins.  It also includes the notion that the 

OT saints will be resurrected and those who have survived the Tribulation as 

believers will be there as well.    

b. While this tries to tidy things up a bit, I think it creates more confusion and questions.  

3. Third, the marriage will occur in Heaven when the Church is raptured before the 70th 

week (Tribulation period), and the marriage supper will take place in Heaven during the 

seven years of the 70th week. 

a. I agree with this idea. In the Jewish Wedding, the feast began right after the wedding 

and would last 7 days (symbolic of the 7-year tribulation?). 

b. In Jewish culture, even in the days of Messiah, the marriage supper was very big 
deal!  Wine flowed like water as family and friends celebrated the joyous occasion. 
According to Rabbinical teaching, obedience to the commandments was suspended 
during a wedding celebration because strict adherence to the commandments might 
lessen the joy of the occasion. In other words, people got drunk and did stupid 
things.  

c. Remember the Wedding at Cana?  John 2:9-10 NKJV  When the master of the feast 
had tasted the water that was made wine and did not know where it came from (but 
the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the 
bridegroom.  (10)  And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the 
good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept 
the good wine until now!"  
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d. Has not Jesus, our Bridegroom, reserved the best for us as well?  All this time we 
have been subject to the best and worst of a fallen world. But that will all change 
when we come into His presence. 

However, regardless of where the supper takes place, the important thing is WE WILL BE 

THERE!  

And to make it all set in stone, the one who has been speaking with John concludes with 
“these are the true sayings of God”.     

 
(Revelation 19:10 NKJV)  And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
said to me, “See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have 
the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
 

John was so overwhelmed he fell at the feet of this angel and worshipped. 
 
His response to John seems to indicate that the one speaking is not an angel. We also know 
that it is not Jesus but rather he is a fellow servant and a brother who has testified of Jesus. 
Was it one of the elders who was seated around the throne? Was this whose voice John heard 
saying “Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!" in 
verse 5? We can only speculate. But the point is, we do not worship anyone but God!  

 
So, we have witnessed the future of Babylon and the reaction of those in heaven.  Such praise, such 
utter joy!  All of this is given to our God who sits on the throne even today!  While it is difficult to 
understand, the future about which we are reading INCLUDES US!  We are there in heaven, in our 
glorified bodies made pure by Christ Jesus our LORD, Savior, King and God.  We are part of the 
multitude whose combined voices is like the sound of mighty thunderings. We are those who shout 
out “Hallelujah!  For the LORD God Omnipotent reigns”. He reigns in heaven and He will reign on 
earth! 
 
But I know many want answers NOW. What will happen today or tomorrow or Jan 20th and the days 
that follow?   Our questions are natural because we want to be prepared. Even Jesus told us to be 
ready.  But did He tell us to get freeze-dried foods or stock up on guns and ammo? Those might be 
necessary but there’s something more precious that is needed:  Faith.  John wrote elsewhere: 
 

1 John 5:4 NKJV  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that 
has overcome the world—our faith. 

Today, we often see with the sight of our physical eyes and we worry. God doesn’t want us to worry 
because it’s basically useless. It won’t change anything.  And yet, I still worry and some of you do to. 
There is one way that will change things:  pray and give it to God and then believe that He will take 
care of it.  Sound too simple?  Yes, but we serve a living God of whom it is said, “He cares for you” (1 
Peter 5:7).  Do you doubt that prayer changes things?  The goal is not to change God’s mind, but to 
change yours. The goal is to strengthen your faith and deepen your humility. It is to move you from 
that place of “but what if…” to a place of “even if…”.  
 
Prayer requires humility and faith. And reading His word requires the same. But God is gracious and 
has also provided promises for you to stand on that will increase your faith. This book we are reading 
contains 7 blessings directed at the reader. They are a counterpoint to all of the death and destruction 
about which we are reading.  Perhaps this requires a quick review because many of the things about 
which we are reading have begun already. No, we are not in the Tribulation. But the seeds that were 
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planted as far back as the Garden have taken root and are growing. We are witnessing the growth of 
the “need for a false messiah” for which the false religions and deceived nations will be crying out 
instead of for the One True God and Savior, Christ Jesus.  
 

So, here are the blessings. 

 

(Revelation 1:3 NKJV)  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and 
keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

 
(Revelation 14:13 NKJV)  Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, 
and their works follow them." 
 
(Revelation 16:15 NKJV)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 
garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 
 
(Revelation 19:9 NKJV)  Then he said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are called to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb!' " And he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God." 
 
(Revelation 20:6 NKJV)  Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the 
second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years. 
 
(Revelation 22:7 NKJV)  "Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book." 
 
(Revelation 22:14 NKJV)  Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the 
right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 
 
Be blessed by the LORD. These were spoken to strength your faith and to keep your mind focused 
on the heavenly solution and not the earthly tribulations.  


