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Revelation 22:9 – End 

 

Today, we continue with what we began last week:  Here is where we are: It is done!  Because He 
had made all things new!!  Beloved of God, this is for you!  Whether the LORD takes us by rapture, 
or He takes us by the death of our flesh, this is our inheritance! 

 

What was began long ago that was “very good”, decayed because all life was ruined by sin and 
death.  This was our doing.  Now we are witnessing “God’s doing”. This new heaven and new earth 
are not simply a recreation, but an eternal creation, that is, our new earth will not grow old, the grass 
will not wither, and the flower’s beauty will not fade, and we will be united with God as a bride to her 
husband and that is forever! 

 

Can’t wait?  Guess what! For us, this began the day we were born-again.  

 

“Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward 
man is being renewed day by day……Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 
old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new”.  2 Corinthians 4:16;  2 
Corinthians 5:17    

 

We are simply waiting for the consummation of all things! 

 

And so He is worthy of all our praise! 

 

Ephesians 1:3-14  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  (4)  just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,  (5)  having 
predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His 
will,  (6)  to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.  (7)  In 
Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace  (8)  which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,  (9)  having made known 
to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself,  (10)  that 
in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him.  (11)  In Him also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things 
according to the counsel of His will,  (12)  that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise 
of His glory.  (13)  In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,  (14)  who 
is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of 
His glory. 

 

This, which we are studying today, is that “dispensation of the fullness of times”! 

 

Today we are going to read a passage about the New Jerusalem. Many believe that the City of God 
doesn’t actually comes down from heaven. Therefore, since they believe that this is all symbolic and 
spiritual, they are forced to be consistent throughout the passage and quite frankly, their 
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interpretations are inconsistent, and their arguments are weak. Is it so hard to believe that the 
Creator God, who spoke our entire existence and the entire universe with its stars, moons, and 
planets into being, suddenly cannot create anymore?  Why do people have to put God in a box and 
declare what He has done isn’t to be taken literally?  

However, it also will be clearly seen that the New Jerusalem, the city of God is described in heavenly 
terms as our eternal home.   

We have read in our studies that our bodies will be prepared for eternal life: 

2 Corinthians 5:1  For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

 

Philippians 3:20-21  (20)  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for 
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,  (21)  who will transform our lowly body that it may be 
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue 
all things to Himself. 

 

And we will read today of that place of Promise: 

 

Hebrews 11:9-10  By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise;  (10)  for he waited for the 
city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

 

Hebrews 11:16  But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore, God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 

 

Hebrews 12:22-23  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels,  (23)  to the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of 
just men made perfect  

 

Therefore, we must conclude that the New Jerusalem which came down from heaven from God is our 
heavenly home.  So, let’s look at our future residence: 

 

(Revelation 21:9)  Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last 
plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, "Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife." 
 

This is certainly a distinguished angel. He was tasked to pour out one of last plagues onto the 
earth. And now, he is sent to John to show him the bride also known as the Lamb’s wife. As 
the bride, she is veiled (that’s what the Greek word means). But as His wife, He will be fully 
known.   

 

(Revelation 21:10)  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed 
me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, (11)  having the glory of 
God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. (12)  Also she 
had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written 
on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: (13)  three gates on the 
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east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. (14)  Now the 
wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb.  
 

This is the second time that John is “carried away”. The first was in chapter 17 where we read 
how John was taken to a wilderness to see the harlot seated on the scarlet beast.  
  

And using similar words, perhaps the LORD is purposefully setting up the contrast between the 
abomination that was, and the pure, undefiled wife of Jesus, the Lamb of God!  

 
But wait, based on verse 9, weren’t we expecting to see the Lamb’s wife?  Did we not all think 
that it would be a picture of the myriads upon myriads of the redeemed of Christ?   The key to 
our understanding is verse 2: 
 

Revelation 21:2  Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

 
This great and holy city was “like a bride on her wedding day”. 
But what we see is the “great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 
having the glory of God” and it is adorned just as a bride would be. 
 
This is why some spiritualize this passage. How, they wonder, can the wife be the city? But 
did John say that? No. So, why can’t this Glorious New Jerusalem descending from heaven be 
populated with all the redeemed and angels that were with God in heaven?   

 

Isaiah 61:10-11  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul shall be joyful in my God; For 
He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, And as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels.  (11)  For as the earth brings forth its bud, As the garden causes 
the things that are sown in it to spring forth, So the Lord GOD will cause righteousness 
and praise to spring forth before all the nations. 

 
The new city will be ablaze with the glory of God.  The light emanating from it will be like a 
jasper stone as clear as the purest crystal was shining in the sun.   
 
John sees a great and high wall. He sees twelve gates and twelve angels at those gates. Each 
gate is named after one of the sons of Israel.  We are not told the names of these sons. 
Perhaps it could be the 12 sons of Jacob as in Genesis. Perhaps it could be the 12 sons of 
Israel from whom the 144,000 Jews were chosen to serve the LORD. In this last list, Dan was 
omitted, and Manasseh was added.  The names of the tribes on the gates communicates the 
continuity that the people of God have with Israel. God will never forget the tribes of Israel, 
even unto eternity.  There are 3 gates per side. It’s not unreasonable that they are ordered the 
same way as they were in Numbers 2:  North:  Dan, Asher, Naphtali / South:  Gad, Simeon, 
Reuben 
East: Judah, Issachar, Zebulun / West: Benjamin, Manasseh, Ephraim (Joseph and Levi?) 
 
John also sees foundations for the walls. Normally, we don’t see the foundations of buildings 
and I don’t recall seeing a building with more than one foundation. But God has built this city 
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and He built it with 12 foundations, each of which had the name of one of the Apostles carved 
in it.  
 

Ephesians 2:20  having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

 

Now, we know that there were 13 apostles.  So, once again, as with the tribal names, we don’t 
know which 12 were named and it’s fruitless to guess. However, one might think that the 
twelve tribes of Jacob are the original 12 and the 12 apostles are the original ones, with the 
exception of Matthias replacing Judas.  Let’s not get too hung up on what is not revealed! 

 
I read from a couple of writers that the “great and high” wall and the angelic sentries at the 
gates were for protection. Without sounding overly incredulous, “protection from what?”   

 
(Revelation 21:15)  And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its 
wall. (16)  The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the 
city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. (17)  Then he 
measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that 
is, of an angel. (18)  The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear 
glass. 

 
The dimensions of the city describe a cube. Some believe that it will be a triangle, but because 
that form is used a lot in pagan cultures so, I think not.  
 
The city will be 1500 miles long, 1500 miles wide and 1500 miles high. The wall will be 
somewhere from about 175-216 feet thick. This wall was clear jasper.  Inside the walls was the 
holy City of God. It was pure gold, like clear glass.   
 
There will be nothing that can obscure the Light of God! 
 

(Revelation 21:19)  The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious 
stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth 
emerald, (20)  the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the 
ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. (21)  The twelve 
gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was 
pure gold, like transparent glass. 
 

Each foundation is studded with a different gem. If you are curious, only 9 of the 12 gems line 
up with the gems on the High Priests Breastplate.   The twelve gates will be one solid pearl. 
The twelve foundations should be thought of as layered, one on top of each other. Even the 
street of the city was pure transparent gold.  Note that one of the most precious metals of the 
world today will be used as a building material and to pave a road! Even the gems are 
ornamental.   NOTHING will detract us from the One who dwells in this City. 

 
(Revelation 21:22)  But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple. 23)  The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God 
illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 
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There is great truth here. There is no temple because this entire city is the dwelling place of 
God.  In the OT the tabernacle and temple were a prophetic picture of heaven and the earthly 
dwelling place of God. It was the designated and authorized place of worship and sacrifice.  In 
the NT church age, we are the temple of God, having the Holy Spirit dwelling in us and 
therefore are able to worship in Spirit and Truth. In the Millennial Kingdom, the Temple was a 
memorial to the past and a remembrance of the work of Messiah.  And finally, here, there is no 
temple for the once for all sacrifice has been made, and God will dwell with His redeemed who 
have been made pure in their glorified bodies by the Work of the Lamb.  
 
God is light and therefore there is no need for any created nor celestial light.    

 
(Revelation 21:24)  And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of 
the earth bring their glory and honor into it. (25)  Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there 
shall be no night there). (26)  And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. (27)  
But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, 
but only those who are written in the Lamb's Book of Life. 
 

This is a difficult passage if it is concurrent with the new heaven and new earth.  Certainly 
verse 27 is for today’s reader. But if all the redeemed are in the New Jerusalem, who are these 
nations?  They must be redeemed for all evil is in the lake of fire.  So, is the entire passage 
written for today to give hope to the nations and leaders?  I hold this position for now.  

 
Next, John describes the eternal, heavenly City: 
 
Revelation 22:1-5  And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb.  (2)  In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was 
the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations.  (3)  And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.  (4)  They shall see His face, and His 
name shall be on their foreheads.  (5)  There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of 
the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 

Psalms 46:4-5  There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God, The holy place 
of the tabernacle of the Most High.  (5)  God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved; 
God shall help her, just at the break of dawn. 

This is not symbolic. It is a real river with real water, more real than any water on this earth. 
The River flows from the Throne of God and the Lamb.  

It is so fitting that the Tree of Life described in Genesis 3 is an eternal creation of God.  But the 
biggest difference is that we will be able to partake of it. 

The picture is difficult to imagine. The elements of a street, a river and a tree are difficult to put 
into an orderly design.  

One commentator wrote (John Walvoord): “The visual picture presented is that the river of life 
flows down through the middle of the city, and the tree is large enough to span the river, so 
that the river is in the midst of the street, and the tree is on both sides of the river.” 

Some, like Spurgeon, see the tree as a collection of trees that stand on either side of the river.  
He also sees the river flowing right down the middle of a very wide street, like a canal.  

Some wonder if we will eat in heaven. It says that fruit grows and that its leaves are for the 
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peoples. We don’t really know exactly. Someone said that perhaps we can eat but we will not 
have to.  Remember, after His resurrection, Jesus ate. We know that Abraham fed the three 
angels, one of whom was later described as the Angel of the LORD. It’s one of those little 
things that will be answered when we get there! 

The passage also describes other aspects of eternal life: 

1. The curse is gone, completely gone!  

2. Describing the Throne of God and of the Lamb, Spurgeon wrote:  

a. “Henceforth, eternal praises to his name, the throne of God is the throne of the 
Lamb. It is a throne of righteousness, but no less a throne of grace. There, on the 
throne of the Almighty, mercy reigns. According to the merit of the sacrifice and the 
virtue of the atonement all the statutes and decrees of the kingdom of heaven are 
issued. The altar and the throne have become identical. From that throne no fiery 
bolt can ever again be hurled against the believer, for it is the throne of the Lamb as 
well as the throne of God.”   

3. His servants shall serve Him: we will work; we will serve God. And we will serve with a 
gladness and gratitude that will be as eternal as our service.  No clouds and harps! 

4. They shall see His face: How can one describe the utter joy of seeing our God face to 
face. Moses saw a form of God and his face-to-face encounters were more about their 
relationship than any physical presence.   This is something we have all longed for. It will 
be the ultimate expression intimacy to live with our God!  Faithful Job declared: 

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;  (26)  And 
after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God,  (27)  Whom I 
shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns 
within me!” Job 19:25-27  

 And Paul also spoke of this: 

1 Corinthians 13:12  (12)  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now 
I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 

 

5. As a token of our identification with God, His name will be on our foreheads.  And not 
just identification, but as a symbol of our relationship. We belong to GOD!  Ten times in 
Scripture we read “They shall be My people, and I will be their God”.  We read a very 
similar statement in 21:3: “He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God 
Himself will be with them and be their God.” 
 

6. He will reign forever and ever in our midst! 

 

John had the awesome privilege of describing to us the future of the Bride. And while the descriptions 
are sometimes unbelievable, and sometimes it appears that there aren’t adequate words to recount 
his experiences, it is obvious that something wonderful awaits us who believe the truth about God, 
His Son and His Spirit, the eternal Godhead.  

 

But I don’t want to spend a lot of time on the physicality of heaven. The walls, the River, the Tree of 
Life, the thrones, the gates and the city that is enormous beyond our imagination. These are majestic 
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and glorious.  Let’s not spend a lot of time trying to figure out what we don’t understand! 

 

But, rather, spend a lot of time with the One Who is there. Spend time in praise and worship and think 
on why you will be witnessing, no not just witnessing, but abiding there with Him. No longer will He be 
in your heart – you will see Him face to face. All of the faith you have here on earth will be 
transformed into sight.  

 

God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, will be there because this is where He chooses to abide.  

 

You will be there because God the Son was sent down from the Father to save you for Himself 
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.  The incarnate God loved His 
creation so much that He took everything that kept us from having an eternal relationship with Him, 
that is, all our sin and darkness and put it on His shoulders so that He could pay the price for our 
rebellion against Him. Ask yourself, Who WOULD do that?  Who COULD do that?  

 

Jesus hung on the cross and with outstretched arms to reach out to  all mankind.  By His grace 
through faith given us, we who believe  surrendered into the grip of His grace. Yes, we will be there 
with Him because He has never let go of us and never will.  He will be the only reason that we will be 
utterly joyful and utterly satisfied when we are in the New Jerusalem. 


