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Revelation 2: More Churches 

 

Last week, we learned the sad truth about the Church at Ephesus. While the LORD was 
pleased with their perseverance and patience in doing good, He revealed to them that 
they had left their first love, meaning He questioned their motivations for doing the 
things they did. Was it out of love for Him or was it out of a sense of duty, fearing the 
consequences of not performing or not doing enough to earn His love?   We know that 
Jesus desires our hearts first!  He desires that we “do” after we “are”.  I’m in no way 
diminishing good works…I just want you and I to always have our love for Him as the 
first thing!  And then with our love firmly established in His Love, we will be able to 
truly be “in Christ” where all things are possible.  

 

We cling to Him because no one knows us as He does and loves us as He does!  And 
truly we can love Him “because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  

 
(Revelation 2:8 NKJV)  "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, 
'These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life:  
 

Smyrna means “myrrh” which is associated with death and burial.    
 
His self-declaration is from Revelation 1:17-18. The “First and Last”.  The LORD 
said this to Isaiah 44:6 and 48:12. This means that He IS the Eternal I AM:  

 

Isaiah 44:6 NKJV  "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And his 
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the First and I am the Last; Besides 
Me there is no God. 

 
Next,  Jesus tells us that He was dead and came to life!  How can the Eternal I 
AM die?  Well, many cults who do not study the great Truths of ALL Scripture, 
naturally assume that only a man can die therefore Jesus was only a man. Aside 
from being a lie from the pit of Hell, this phrase is a perfect picture of Jesus who 
is 100% Man and 100% God because Jesus was the Word who was God who 
became flesh and dwelt among those He created.  Jesus was and is the only One 
who could proclaim that “before Abraham was, I AM”.  And it was this Jesus 
that the Jewish leadership who were full of jealousy, fear, and rage, gave over to 
the Romans to crucify. But death could not hold Him, and His resurrection 
proved that He was the only Man who was raised from dead, not to the fleshly 
life, but to the glorified life of the Son of God.   
 
We have words like “Tri-unity” or “Trinity” to try to label and define the nature of 
God but they fall so very short. We have a word, hypostasis, or hypostatic union 
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to describe Jesus’ perfect humanity and divinity existing in a single person. But, 
this too, cannot adequately explain Him. Therefore, we are asked to believe the 
unbelievable by faith that sees the invisible, just as it was written of Moses: 
 

Hebrews 11:27 NKJV  By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of 
the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 

 

We too must forsake the world, forsake ourselves and forsake our common 
enemy by taking up the cross of Christ, denying all to follow Him.  
 

(Revelation 2:9 NKJV)  "I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); 
and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan.  
 

Jesus is ever aware of the suffering of those in His Body. They may be poor, but 
they are rich in faith. Then there’s one of those difficult sayings in the Bible:  
 
“and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not but are a 
synagogue of Satan”.    Dr. Fruchtenbaum takes this literally so he adds no 
comment because there is insufficient evidence of such a synagogue or situati0n 
to warrant comment. But I think their may be clues elsewhere in Scripture.  
 
Jesus could be referring to the Judaizers, those Jewish believers who added 
Jewish Law into the salvation message?  That is, a gentile had to be circumcised 
and come under the Mosaic Covenant in order to be saved (and therefore be 
obedient to all Mosaic Law).  Or, could this refer to the traditional Rabbinic Jews 
and their adherents who came against this new and better Way (as they were 
known in the 1st Century)?  Let’s look a little deeper.  
 
First, this is a new thing being revealed as the phrase, “synagogue of satan” is 
only mentioned twice in Bible:  here and in Chapter 3:9.  So, other scriptures 
might give us some clues as to their meaning? 
 

Matthew 23:13 NKJV  "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in 
yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 

 

What a sad and dangerous thing it is to try to stop people from 
entering the kingdom of God. They do this through the schemes of 
their father. Listen to another thing Jesus said to these men: 

 

John 8:44 NKJV  You are of your father the devil, and the desires 
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of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 
resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 

 

My take on the issue of the “synagogue of satan” is that it represents any religion 
that perpetuates the lies born out of the pit of hell. For example: 

1. Jesus is just a man who became a God and so can you 
2. There is only Jehovah. No Son and no Spirit.  
3. Jesus was the product of adultery and fornication.  
4. Jesus never rose from the dead; His body was stolen and hidden away.  

 

Traditional Judaism and all man-made religions are appealing because they cater 
to the flesh and carnally minded. Man-made religions look really good from the 
outside – their rites and rituals designed to impress rather than to convict; to 
work so-called righteous works rather than confess their state of sinfulness.   
They draw huge crowds and put their Rabbi, Pastor, Bishop, Spiritual Leader on a 
pedestal and believe they will ride into heaven on their coattails or on the 
branding of their church (“I’m saved by my membership”).  

  

So, while harsh, Jesus is trying to make a clear distinction between the Church 
and those Jews who come against her and therefore Himself.  Perhaps it’s also a 
warning not to be drawn into what they are selling.  

 

(Revelation 2:10 NKJV)  Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. 
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and 
you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown 
of life. ' 

 
Those of the synagogue of satan were persecuting the church. Those who held 
strong were going to suffer at the hands of their enemies.  Some would end up on 
prison. Jesus tells them: 
1. Do not fear 
2. Bad things are coming 
3. It’s a test of your faith 
4. It will only last a season (the 10 days isn’t symbolic of the 7-year Tribulation 

the is known as Daniel’s Seventieth Week), it may be related to the 10 great 
persecutions under 10 of the Roman Emperors. The last one, Diocletian, was 
considered the worse and was emperor from 284-305, he did persecute the 
church for 10 years.  In this sense, the 10 days seems to indicate 10 prophetic 
years.   However, we might just as well see Jesus telling them about something 
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more immediate that will happen to some of the believers.  We simply do not 
know.  
 

Jesus  tells them to be faithful “until death”  The reward that awaits is a “crown of 
life”.   The context is martyrdom – suffering for the sake of Jesus – even until 
death.   Even James spoke of it in his letter. Enduring temptation is enduring 
tribulation without giving up! 

 
James 1:12 NKJV  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he 
has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him. 

  

(Revelation 2:11 NKJV)  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death." ' 

 
The second death is the Lake of Fire.  
 

Revelation 20:12-15 NKJV  (12)  And I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.  
(13)  The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades 
delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one 
according to his works.  (14)  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake 
of fire. This is the second death.  (15)  And anyone not found written in 
the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 

 

But, as I said, YOU MUST OVERCOME THE FLESH, THE WORLD AND 
SATAN. And we who are in Christ can and will do this very thing!   

 

The church of Smyrna was not under any condemnation. Jesus didn’t tell them to 
repent. They were told, however, to be faithful UNTIL death. Many people have a 
false notion that death is always punishment for some wrong behavior. But 
nothing could be farther from the truth. Our deaths mean life!  We don’t know 
why God chooses to take some early or later in life. We don’t know why God 
chooses to allow suffering in some but not in others. God tells us not to speculate 
or to judge but to be faithful until we are taken Home.  

 

(Revelation 2:12 NKJV)  "And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, 
'These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword:  
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Pergamos was the political capital of the Roman Province of Asia Minor. When 
John wrote, Pergamos had been the capital city of the region for more than three 
hundred years. The city was a noted center for culture and education, having one 
of the great libraries of the ancient world, with more than 200,000 volumes. 

Pergamos was also an extremely religious city. It had temples to the Greek and 
Roman gods Dionysus, Athena, Demeter, and Zeus. It also had three temples 
dedicated to the worship of the Roman Emperor including Caesar Augustus. 

The name of the city means “fortress” or “tower”. (but I’ve read that it also means 
“married”).  It was built under a very high and steep mountain, upon the top of 
which a tower was erected, by the lords of the lesser Asia, which still continues. 
One might even say a “strong hold”.  

Jesus calls Himself, “he who has the sharp two-edged sword”. One additional 

characteristic of His sword, other than cutting deep into our heart attitudes is a 

cutting or separating of His own true believers and those who are not His true 
followers.  

 
(Revelation 2:13 NKJV)  "I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan's 
throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in 
which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 
(Revelation 2:14 NKJV)  But I have a few things against you, because you have there 
those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual 
immorality. (Revelation 2:15 NKJV)  Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of 
the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.  
 

The church body is said to dwell where Satan’s throne is.  This is most likely a 
picture of one of the pagan Temples. But let’s not overly symbolize this throne. 
Satan or his slavish demons were certainly residing in these temples that made to 
worship gods and the Emperors of Rome.   

The City was especially known as a center for the worship of the deity known as 
Asclepios. He was represented by a serpent entwined on a staff (yes, like the one 
like we see today which has been modified with nice wings and 2 snakes, to 
appease the masses).  Asclepios was the god of healing and knowledge. There was 
a medical school at his temple in Pergamos. Because of this famous temple to the 
Roman god of healing,  sick and diseased people from all over the Roman Empire 
flocked to Pergamos for relief.  

Jesus commends them for “holding fast” to His Name. The Greek word is 
stronger than it seems here. It means to seize or hold onto with strength. For 
example, when the Temple guards came with Judas in the garden, it was 
recorded that they “took Him”, that is, they seized Him as to not let go.     
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The church honored the LORD by not denying His Name nor His Faith even at 
the hands of their persecutors. Note that it says, “HIS FAITH”.  We cling to His 
Faith that is immovable and unchanging. It’s His faith that endures all things. “If 
we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself”. (2 Timothy 2:13 
NKJV) 
 
Next He says “even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was 
killed among you, where Satan dwells:”  Antipas is an unknown witness of Christ 
Jesus who was killed, perhaps even in one of the temples. The word martyr has, 
until later times, meant only a “witness”.  Now we think of it as someone killed 
for the sake of Jesus or even some other non-religious cause. But today, the word 
is ascribed to anyone who is killed by any enemy. Many have been exalted to 
martyrdom to further a political agenda to which they have never adhered.   
Antipas, whose names means “against all”, was certainly against everything “that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God” and “against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (2 
Corinthians 10:5; Romans 1:18).  And, while not in any church documents, his 
name was written in the Book of Life.  
 
This church that fought the good fight had some issues that Jesus called out: 
 
1. Because you have in the church those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 

taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat 
things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.  

a. Numbers 25:1-3 NKJV  Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the 
people began to commit harlotry with the women of Moab.  (2)  They 
invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and 
bowed down to their gods.  (3)  So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and 
the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel. 

b. Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of 
Balaam, to trespass against the LORD in the incident of Peor, and there 
was a plague among the congregation of the LORD.  (Numbers 31:16 
NKJV) 

c. Numbers 25:9 NKJV  And those who died in the plague were twenty-
four thousand. 

2. You also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I 
hate. We discussed this last week. Jesus still hates them! 
 

(Revelation 2:16 NKJV)  Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight 
against them with the sword of My mouth. (Revelation 2:17 NKJV)  "He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
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overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a 
white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one 
knows except him who receives it." ' 
 
Those in the church who were being called out for their errors must repent or 
else. The pronouns are interesting: “come to “YOU” and fight against “THEM”.  
His sword will cut between those believers in the church and those 
imposters/hypocrites that take up space in the church. “You” implies that the 
church and it’s leaders are held responsible for what is tolerated or even for what 
the flock believes. Jesus will come quickly, that is, when He comes, it will be a fast 
judgment. If the church is “called out” of the world, then it must not adhere to 
any false doctrines. They should not be tolerated!  The “spirit” of Balaam is the 
spirit of compromise with the world. Once the church begins to add to the 
worship of God with programs that mimic worldly things, it places itself on a very 
slippery slope that can only lead to the pit.  

 
 

Overcomers (those who overcome the notions of tolerance towards evil and evil 

doctrines) have this promise: they will be given “some of the hidden manna to 

eat And He will give them  “a white stone, and on the stone a new name 

written which no one knows except him who receives it”. 

 

The hidden manna God’s perfect provision, the true bread from heaven: 

John 6:48-51 NKJV  I am the bread of life.  (49)  Your fathers ate the 
manna in the wilderness, and are dead.  (50)  This is the bread which comes 
down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die.  (51)  I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will 
live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for 
the life of the world." 

And I will give him a white stone: In the ancient world, the use of a white 
stone had many associations. A white stone could be a ticket to a banquet, a 
sign of friendship, or as a sign of acquittal in a court of law.  Others think this is a 
picture of victory. Those who were conquerors in the public games had a white 
stone given to them, with their name inscribed on it;  the badge entitled them to 
a lifetime of expense-free living!   Now that’s heaven! 

So, is the name on the stone God’s name, or is it the believer’s name? Most 
believe that it is the believer’s new name, and the name itself is probably more 
important than the stone itself. 

Would this not show what an intimate relationship we have with God?  Imagine 
God giving you a “pet name”… perhaps this is the meaning here.  
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Another idea associated with the new name is simply the assurance it gives of our 
heavenly destination. Your name is there, waiting for you. It is as if your 
“reservation” in heaven is made (Guzik). 

Jesus may have any one of these meanings in mind, but one thing is for sure: it is 
a picture of blessing!  

 

Today we have been challenged to resist all attacks of the enemy who comes to destroy 

our witness and worse, to try to destroy our relationship with our Savior (he knows that 
simply killing us leads to our eternal life with Him). 

 

These attacks take the form of false doctrine and false notions about the nature of 

persecution. False doctrines are fought with the Word of God, the 2-edged sword that 

divides truth from lies and light from darkness. It can and will divide believers from 

false believers who love to sow fear, uncertainty and doubt into the flock. But, we, his 

sheep, know His voice. We need to be diligent not to let other voices overpower His 
voice.  

 

The most difficult lesson is suffering for the sake of His Name. We in the “western” 

culture often seek “still waters” so that the waves of persecution, difficulties, trials and 

tribulations do not come.  But in this life we will have all of these things. I would love to 

tell you that our lives will be lives of ease and blessings only (they have their reward in 

the here and now only). But the truth is, according to Jesus, we will have tribulations. 

Some of us may suffer simply from living in a fallen world; some of us may suffer 

simply because we are Christians. My people have suffered at the hands of satan for 

thousands upon thousands of years – just because they are Jews. Is the church to be 

exempt from that?  I am drawing a distinction between life now and life in the Seven 
Year tribulation (I will take this up after we finish the letters).  

 

Peter talked a lot about suffering and persecution. Let his words sink deep into your 
soul: 

 

1 Peter 1:6-9 NKJV  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
need be, you have been grieved by various trials,  (7)  that the genuineness of your 
faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by 
fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  
(8)  whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet 
believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  (9)  receiving the 
end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 
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1 Peter 3:14-17 NKJV  But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you 
are blessed. "AND DO NOT BE AFRAID OF THEIR THREATS, NOR BE 
TROUBLED."  (15)  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready 
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 
with meekness and fear;  (16)  having a good conscience, that when they defame 
you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed.  
(17)  For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing 
evil. 

 

1 Peter 4:12-19 NKJV  Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you;  (13)  but 
rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His 
glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.  (14)  If you are 
reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is 
glorified.  (15)  But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as 
a busybody in other people's matters.  (16)  Yet if anyone suffers as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this 
matter.  (17)  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; 
and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the 
gospel of God?  (18)  Now "IF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE IS SCARCELY SAVED 
(that is, saved but with difficulties), WHERE WILL THE UNGODLY AND THE 
SINNER APPEAR?"  (19)  Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of 
God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. 

 

1 Peter 5:6-11 NKJV  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you in due time,  (7)  casting all your care upon Him, for He 
cares for you.  (8)  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  (9)  Resist him, steadfast 
in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your 
brotherhood in the world.  (10)  But may the God of all grace, who called us to His 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, 
strengthen, and settle you.  (11)  To Him be the glory and the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

 


