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Revelation 4-5 

 

Last week we spent a lot of time discussing the events that had to take place before the 7-year 
covenant is signed that starts the Tribulation. The most important 2 events were the creation of the 
State of Israel and the rise of the Anti-Christ.   I gave one scenario that also has the events that may 
have led to the rise of the anti-Christ, namely the invasion of Israel as described in Ezekiel 38-39. 
This will destabilize the East-West division of the second phase of the Roman Empire and will lead to 
a One World Government which itself is broken up into 10 nations/kingdoms. During this time, that 
Little Horn of Daniel 7, aka the Anti-Christ will rise, subdue 3 of the kings and become powerful 
enough to enter into a treaty or covenant with Israel that will last 7 years.    

 

Now, this has a certain symmetry about it. But we must not try to put God in a box and declare that 
the Scriptures demand such an interpretation.  There are as many interpretations as there are people. 
And,  Peter taught: 

 

2 Peter 1:19-21  And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light 
that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts;  (20)  
knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,  (21)  for prophecy 
never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

 

And, to be clear, I want to get thru these two chapters before I get into the various End-Time theories.  
In these chapters, however, I might point out some ideas of what some believe to be relevant to that 
discussion, but I will provide a full teaching on the subject next week. 

 

The Scene has shifted to Heaven. It is described by John with the best words he could muster up.  
Truly, what is described here is too magnificent for mere words.  In our minds we cannot truly 
comprehend that which is outside the realm of our current existence. This is why someone often 
explains to John the meaning of what he is seeing.   

 

(Revelation 4:1)  After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the 
first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will 
show you things which must take place after this." 

 
An open door. And open door through which John will enter heaven at the call of Jesus.  How 
do we know it’s the same voice? 
 

Revelation 1:10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a loud 
voice, as of a trumpet, 

 

The phrase “after this” is ‘meta tauta’ and in the Greek it is often translated “after these things”.  
The things that “come after”, that is, are in chronological order.  This is, then, is the 3rd major 
section of the Book.  
 

Revelation 1:19  Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and 
the things which will take place after this. 
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Remember, the things he saw were Jesus and the Seven Lampstands with the seven stars.  
Then John wrote 7 epistles to the 7 churches which are the things that are “now”.  This 
chapter Jesus is telling John what he will witness are future events in God’s plan for the 
unbelieving gentiles and for His People, Israel. 

 

Of course, there are many interpretations for this 1 verse. Many believe that THIS is the 
“rapture” of the church because of the “Open Door” and the command to “Come up here” by 
someone whose voice was as a Trumpet.  So, with an open door and a trumpet and the soon 
described “events after this”, it sounds like it could be the Rapture.  

 

But John was in heaven several times to witness the heavenly things before something 
occurred on earth.  And, if we are consistent with our “literal translation” of Scripture first, this 
could just be what it says:  John was on Patmos and had visions and heard the voice of the 
LORD which was like a trumpet, and not a real trumpet.   

 
Regardless of our viewpoints, all agree that the Tribulation will begin with the 7 seals in 
chapter 6. But we must not rush to fit our presuppositions into Scripture but allow ALL 
prophetic Scriptures, both OT and NT to complete our understanding.  
 

(Revelation 4:2)  Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on 
the throne. (Revelation 4:3)  And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in 
appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.   

 

This appears to be the same kind of experience Paul had: 

 

2 Corinthians 12:2-4  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do 
not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to 
the third heaven.  (3)  And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know, God knows— (4)  how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

 

Paul was unable to totally comprehend what he went through, but John is in heaven, the third 
heaven, just as Paul was.  

 

His eyes are immediately drawn to the Throne where “One” sat.  The word “One” has been 
added for clarity and some scholars have explained that its omission is like the use of “Adonai” 
to used in place of the Name of God (Yahveh). In other words, what John saw was too 
magnificent to be named.  

 

Isaiah 16:5  In mercy the throne will be established; And One will sit on it in truth, in 
the tabernacle of David, Judging and seeking justice and hastening righteousness." 

 
Now, we know that God is Spirit and is “dwelling in unapproachable light” (1 Timothy 6:16).  
Therefore, He cannot be seen as we normally see things.  And we also know that He told 
Moses "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live." (Exodus 33:20)   So, this 
“One” is manifesting Himself in the appearance of a man.  
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Someone is sitting on the Throne and that someone God the Father. We will understand this 
better when we get to Chapter 5 and 6. Note that this is the first of 13 times that the Father is 
seen sitting (and never standing).  He sits in absolute power, absolute sovereignty and 
absolute immutability. Only Jesus is seen both standing and sitting. Jesus is standing in 
readiness to move on behalf of His Father.  
 
But the person is described as like jasper and sardius stones. Jasper may have been clear 
(see Revelation 21:11). The sardius stone also called “carnelian” is a red stone.  In the OT, the 
breastplate of the High Priest had 12 stones. It is interesting that the first stone was Sardius 
and the last stone was Jasper. (is this one of those “first and last” symbols of God’s eternal 
nature? And lastly, around the throne was a green rainbow which I think is more about its 
shape than its coloring. However, the rainbow was a sign of the Covenant that God made with 
Noah and every living creature that He would never flood the earth as He just did.  This is 
similar to what Ezekiel saw: 

Ezekiel 1:26-28  And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a 
throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a 
likeness with the appearance of a man high above it.  (27)  Also from the appearance of 
His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the color of amber with the appearance of fire all 
around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, 
the appearance of fire with brightness all around.  (28)  Like the appearance of a 
rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. 
This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. So when I saw it, I 
fell on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking. 

 
In any case, John is trying to describe how the Father appeared, and what he saw was One 
who sat on the Throne and radiated brilliant light.  

I must note that in the description of heavenly things, John will use symbols. But not all 
symbols have an inner significance. Even in the parables of Jesus, many of the details are 
merely descriptive and not intended to carry a special significance of their own.  

The symbols come from how John saw things and they always pale against the reality of 
heaven and the things in it.  Imagine that John is seeing things with “fuzzy edges” and when 
we are in heaven either in our spirit-bodies or in our resurrection, glorified bodies, we will see 
everything with the brightest colors and the sharpest shapes.  
 

 
(Revelation 4:4) Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four 
elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.  (5)  And from the 
throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the 
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. (6)  Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like 
crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in 
front and in back. 
 

John then sees 24 thrones around the main Throne. Seated on the thrones are 24 elders who 
are clothed in white and with crowns of gold on their heads.  Who are these elders?  Two 
interpretations exist:   
 
1. They are 24 elders representing the entire church that is in heaven. 
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2. They are just 24 angels chosen to sit on these thrones. 
 
The “human” elder interpretation comes from the use of the word “elder” which in the Greek is 
Pres-boo-teros and is only used to refer to humans and never angels.  Also, the elders are 
wearing white robes. Jesus Himself said “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white 
garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name 
before My Father and before His angels.”  (Revelation 3:5) 

 
The elders are also wearing crowns of gold. The Greek word here is “stephanos” which 
indicates a crown of victory. It was used to describe the crowns of victors in the Roman public 
games. This was the type of crown Jesus wore at His crucifixion.  In addition, this type of 
crown was used to describe the crown of life, of righteousness and the crown of rejoicing. In all 
verses, it relates to men, including Jesus, the Son of Man, as He sat on His white horse.  
 
On the angel side, many say that they too were dressed in white robes. Remember at the tomb 
there were angels dressed in white and at the Ascension there were angels dressed in white. 
In chapter 9 verse 7, the locusts (perhaps demons) were said to be wearing a stephanos 
crown. 
 
I do side with these elders being men. But, there’s a controversy of whether or not these are 
just 24 elders whose identities are unknown or are representative of the entire church that is 
now in Heaven.  Supporting the idea of the elders representing the entire church comes from 
Exodus. We have studied that Moses often spoke to the Elders who then went to their tribes to 
deliver his or the LORD messages. Even the Levitical Priesthood was divided into 24 “stations” 
or groups of priests who attended the sanctuary and the House of God. (1 Chronicles 24). 

 
(Revelation 4:7)  The first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third 
living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. (8)  The 
four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest 
day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" 
 

Up to this point, even though it is overwhelming, it doesn’t sound too “weird”.  Now it does. But, 
it’s not without Scriptural precedent.  
 

Isaiah 6:1-3  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.  (2)  Above it stood seraphim; 
each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and 
with two he flew.  (3)  And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!" 

 

The seraphim are unique beings  most often translated “fiery serpents” that stood about His 
Throne. These are not the same as the living creatures here.   

 

To understand these 4 living creatures we need to look at several passages in Ezekiel: 

 

Ezekiel 1:4-11  Then I looked, and behold, a whirlwind was coming out of the north, a 
great cloud with raging fire engulfing itself; and brightness was all around it and 
radiating out of its midst like the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire.  (5)  Also 
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from within it came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance: 
they had the likeness of a man.  (6)  Each one had four faces, and each one had four 
wings.  (7)  Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the soles of 
calves' feet. They sparkled like the color of burnished bronze.  (8)  The hands of a man 
were under their wings on their four sides; and each of the four had faces and wings.  
(9)  Their wings touched one another. The creatures did not turn when they went, but 
each one went straight forward.  (10)  As for the likeness of their faces, each had the 
face of a man; each of the four had the face of a lion on the right side, each of the four 
had the face of an ox on the left side, and each of the four had the face of an eagle.  
(11)  Thus were their faces. Their wings stretched upward; two wings of each one 
touched one another, and two covered their bodies.   

 

Ezekiel 10:20-22  This is the living creature I saw under the God of Israel by the River 
Chebar, and I knew they were cherubim.  (21)  Each one had four faces and each one 
four wings, and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings.  (22)  And the 
likeness of their faces was the same as the faces which I had seen by the River Chebar, 
their appearance and their persons. They each went straight forward. 

 

And the most infamous of all: 

 

Ezekiel 28:14-15  "You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; You 
were on the holy mountain of God; You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery 
stones.  (15)  You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity 
was found in you. 

 
(Revelation 4:9)  Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on 
the throne, who lives forever and ever, (10)  the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on 
the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying:  (11)  "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created 
all things, And by Your will they exist and were created." 
 

The Cherubim cry out and the elders fall down before Him who sits on the Throne.  The God of 
all creation whose will is seen throughout all creation! 
 

The scene continues in Chapter 5.  

 

(Revelation 5:1)  And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals. 

 
Father who is seated on the Throne has a scroll in His hand.  While the description of Him in 
Chapter 4 appears “other worldly”, God still manifests Himself in human form, therefore He is 
said to be holding a scroll in His right Hand.  
 
John can see that the scroll has writing on both sides. The scroll is rolled up and sealed with 7 
seals! 
 

(Revelation 5:2)  Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the 
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scroll and to loose its seals?" 
(3)  And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at 
it. (4)  So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 
 

The scroll is the Father’s.   

The Angel was not allowed to take the scroll or he understood perfectly well that even he was 
unworthy. 

No disembodied spirit, nor any demon. Neither angels, men, nor devils, can fathom the 
decrees of God. Neither to look thereon - None can look into it unless it be opened, and none 
can open it unless the seals be unloosed. 

John’s reaction was to wail…a lot!  No one could read it or understand it.   Coming from God, 
its contents were of utmost importance!  Was He crying over the fact that there was no one to 
open it?  He was expecting to see what things were coming and then fear that they would be 
delayed?  Not knowing about the things that will even follow the seals, did he believe that what 
was being delayed was the “consummation of all things”? 
 

(Revelation 5:5)  But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals." 
 

And one of the elders tells John not to cry because Jesus has overcome (prevail is translated 
overcome in all the letters) and will open the scroll and loosen the seven seals. He is called 
“The Lion of Judah” and the “Root of David”. 
 
Genesis 49:8-9  "Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your hand shall be on 
the neck of your enemies; Your father's children shall bow down before you.  (9)  Judah is a 
lion's whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He bows down, he lies down as a 
lion; And as a lion, who shall rouse him? 

 

Isaiah 11:10  "And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to 
the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious." 

 

Isaiah 31:4  For thus the LORD has spoken to me: "As a lion roars, And a young lion over his 
prey (When a multitude of shepherds is summoned against him, He will not be afraid of their 
voice Nor be disturbed by their noise), So the LORD of hosts will come down To fight for 
Mount Zion and for its hill. 

 

Hosea 11:10  "They shall walk after the LORD. He will roar like a lion. When He roars, Then 
His sons shall come trembling from the west; 

 
(Revelation 5:6)  And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
 

The Lamb who was slain was standing at the ready in the midst of those who were before the 
Throne.  It was, I suppose, not a pretty sight because the Lamb was as though it had been 
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slain. Was He bloodied?  Perhaps. But the perfect sacrifice was pictured in heaven as the 
Lamb who and has shed His perfect blood for the salvation of sinful man… He opened the veil 
for us to come to the Throne of Grace in our time of need! 

 
The seven horns and seven spirits are symbolic of his complete and utter power having the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit of God. 

 
(Revelation 5:7)  Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the 
throne. 
 

The Lamb came to His Father for He was worthy to take the scroll from One who sat on His 
Throne. 
 

(Revelation 5:8)  Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints. 

 
Being the only One worthy to take it, the four living creatures and the 24 elders fall prostrate 
before the Lamb with harps and bowls of incense.  Incense has been used as a symbol of the 
prayers of the saints.   The elders are not praying for the saints because there is only one 
mediator as Paul told Timothy.  
 
1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus, 

 

Bowls simply carry the prayers of the saints to the Lamb. Some have used this to justify 
praying to the “elders”, that is, the Apostles as if they could mediate between God and Man.  

 

Psalms 141:2  Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the 
evening sacrifice. 

 
(Revelation 5:9)  And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open 
its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation,  (10)  And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall 
reign on the earth." 
 

The elders sing a new song because this is a new thing:  Jesus is the only One worthy to take 
and open the seals.   
 
To add to the interpretation of the elders being men we see that they have been redeemed by 
the Lamb’s blood and they came out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  
Verse 10 further clarifies this picture and is the same as Peter wrote:  
  

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light; 
 

Paul further states:  
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2 Timothy 2:11-12 This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live 
with Him.  (12)  If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will 
deny us. 

 
(Revelation 5:11)  Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living 
creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands, (12)  saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To 
receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!" (13)  
And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who 
sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!" 
 

Daniel 7:9-14  "I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; 
His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a 
fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire;  (10)  A fiery stream issued And came forth from before 
Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
Him. The court was seated, And the books were opened.    

 

(Revelation 5:14)  Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down 
and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 

The seven sealed book therefore is the comprehensive program of God culminating in the 
second coming of Christ.” (Walvoord) 

“The book of the counsels, decrees, and purposes of God relating to his church, as to what 

more remarkable things should happen to it to the end of the world; which book was in the 

hand of the Father.” (Poole) 

 

The idea here is that God has a book in which the history of the universe is already written. He 

has written the history of the world in advance, He holds in His hand the history of the world in 

advance, and He initiates the consummation of all history. Only God can hold this scroll. 

 

Next week will take up the contents and meaning of the Scroll. 

 

For today, we have been given the opportunity of witnessing worship in heaven.  

 "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" (4:8) 

 

 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all 

things, And by Your will they exist and were created." (4:11) 

 

 You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have 
redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation,  (10)  And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the 
earth." (5:9-10) 

 

 "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And 
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strength and honor and glory and blessing! And every creature which is in heaven and 
on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I 
heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the 
throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!" (5:12-13) 

 

And we all say “AMEN” 


