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Revelation 6 – Prelude One 

 

Before we begin the Tribulation, I want to first look at our world, created by God, from a 40,000-foot 
perspective.   A look at the Bigger Picture might help us when we get into the details.   While many of 
the details inspire awe and wonder of our God, debate arises as to the true meanings of what we are 
studying.    

 

First, we will look down from a 40,000-foot perspective and then we will look at the ideas that drive 
our understanding of the End-Times. It’s difficult to decide what to put into a picture of the world from 
so high up.  

 

One approach is to divide up time by God’s direct involvement in His Creation: 

1. God created the heavens and earth 

2. God came down to fix what mankind had broken, namely their relationship with Him that they 
ruined by their willful disobedience to His standards of righteous living.  

3. God will come down again to remove the filth of the wicked who have rejected His offer of 
forgiveness and salvation. Once removed, He will create a New Heaven and New Earth and 
place a New Jerusalem on that earth.  

 

How about a Jewish Perspective? (The following is based on information from an orthodox Jewish 
website). 

 

The traditional Jewish understanding of the flow of history is similar to that found in all great 
epic stories: The plot unfolds within a finite time frame and is a clearly delineated into a 
beginning, a middle and an end. In the broadest of strokes, the Talmud lays out the basic 
themes and periods of history: 

 

The Talmud is composed of the written “Oral Law” that they believe God gave to Moses on Mt 
Sinai along with the written Law.  This was orally transmitted until about 200AD when the 
Rabbis decided it was time to put it into written form. (It was in oral form during Christ’s time on 
earth; it was called the “traditions of the fathers”).  The written version was called the “Mishna”.   
By 500AD, another part of the Talmud (called the Gemara) was written to explain the Mishna.  
Orthodox Jews believe the Talmud is as valid as the Torah, the written law in the 1st 5 books of 
Moses.  Now, back to our History according to Orthodox Judaism. 

 

In the Talmud, the world is to exist for six thousand years.   It is not calculated from creation of the 
universe, but rather from the birth of Adam and mirrors the weekly cycle. Just as the Jewish week 
begins on Sunday and runs through Friday, so too is human history is to comprise a maximum of six 
millennia of history as we know it. At the end of this weekly cycle we enter the Sabbath, a day of 
spirituality and rest. So, after a maximum of 6,000 years of history humanity will enter the seventh 
millennium called "the World to Come," in Hebrew "Olam Haba." The World to Come is synonymous 
with the Garden of Eden and represents the culmination of the process of returning to God and 
perfecting the world (via the Law). 

 

These 6,000 years are further subdivided into three 2,000 years periods each with its own theme. The 
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first 2,000 years, from Adam to the Tower of Babel is called desolation. The theme of this period: 
Humanity is spiritually desolate and has no relationship with God. Adam and Eve sinned against 
God’s command.  

 

The second 2,000-year period, from Abraham to the completion of Mishnah in 240AD, is called 
Torah. The theme of this period is Jewish national history in the Land of Israel and the flourishing 
of Torah (the Law). 

 

The final 2,000-year period, from 240AD until the year 6,000 (which will be the year 2,240AD), is 
called Messiah. The theme of this final phase is humanity's return to God (led by the Jewish 
people). At the end of this period, but before the year 6,000, comes the Messianic Era which is the 
final preparatory stage before humanity enters the World to Come.  The Age of Messiah is seen as 
either the 1St coming of Messiah or simply an messianic age to which  we as a people will evolve. 

 

 

 

Just because it’s Jewish doesn’t make it right!  

 

The next level is the 20,000-foot perspective. There are two main perspectives on how God will fulfill 

His promises to Abraham, Israel, and the Church throughout the ages.  It’s what might be called the 

“Christian” Age theories. (which contains the Church Age).  

 

There are two perspectives on Biblical/World History: 

1. Dispensationalism  

2. Covenantalism 

 

This information is taken from the CARM Website (Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry): 

 

1. Dispensationalism is an approach to biblical interpretation which states that God uses 
different means of working with people (Israel and the Church) during different periods of 
history.  It is usually broken up into seven chronologically successive periods.  However, 
dispensational division of history varies among its adherents from three, four, seven, to eight 
dispensations. Seven is the most common. 

a. Innocence; Conscience; Human Government; The Promise; The Law; The Church; The 
Millennial Reign. 

1. Innocence (Genesis 1 -3) - Adam and Eve before they sinned 
2. Conscience (Genesis 3-8) - First sin to the flood 
3. Civil Government (Genesis 9-11) - After the flood, government 
4. Promise (Genesis 12-Ex. 19) - Abraham to Moses, the Law is given 
5. Law (Exodus 20 - Acts 2:4) - Moses to the cross 
6. Grace (Acts 2:4 - Revelation 20:3) - Cross to the millennial kingdom 
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7. Millennial Kingdom (Rev. 20:4-6) – The rule of Christ on earth in the millennial 
kingdom 

Dispensationalists believe: 

1. Literal interpretation of the Bible 
2. God works via different arrangements in distinct periods of history 
3. Israel is the literal descendants of Abraham, not spiritual ones 
4. Israel is the heir to the promises made to Abraham about creating a Nation and bring 

forth the Seed who blesses the world. 
5. Participation in the Abrahamic Covenant is “mainly” by physical birth in Jewish 

lineage, but, by faith Christians are grafted into the True Vine. 
6. Two distinct people groups:  Israel (unsaved) and the Church (saved Jews and 

Gentiles);  Some believe that there is a third, “the unsaved Gentiles” a.k.a, the 
Nations 

7. Church began at Pentecost 
8. Salvation is by faith in accordance with the revelation given in a particular 

dispensation (I believe that it’s always been faith in the Promised Seed whether or 
not that Name was known). 

9. The Holy Spirit did not indwell people in all dispensations, only during the 
dispensation of the Church Age 

10. Christ will reign on earth in the future 1000-year period which occurs after the 
rapture 
 

2. Covenant Theology is a system of biblical interpretation that is found primarily in Protestant 
denominations.  It views God's dealings with man in respect of covenants rather than 
dispensations (periods of time). It represents the whole of scripture as covenantal in 
structure and theme.  The Old Testament is the old covenant and the New Testament is the 
new covenant.  There are several views within Covenant Theology (called New Covenantalism 
and Progressive Covenantalism).  However, it is the view that the Trinity covenanted before 
the foundation of the world to save man.  The question is then how many covenants there are.  
Some say there is one Covenant and others believe two and still others believe in more. The 
two covenant view holds that there is the covenant of works in the Old Testament made 
between God and Adam, and the Covenant of Grace between the Father and the Son where 
the Father promised to give the Son the elect and the Son must redeem them. 
Regardless of views on the number of covenants, the covenant(s) have been made before the 
world was made (Heb. 13:20). 

Note:  It appears from the above description, this is a Calvinist perspective:  God 
chooses and the Son must redeem those who are the elect. 

 

(Scripturally, there are multiple covenants:  Edenic;  Noahic; Abrahamic (Nations, a Nation and its 
Land, a Seed); Mosaic; Davidic; The New Covenant). 

 

 

This has been the 40,000-foot view of mankind’s history. Again, if I had to choose a perspective on 
how God operates, I’d choose Dispensationalism only because of its tendency towards a literal 
interpretation of Scripture and its separation of the Church and Israel.  At this high of a level, we are 
not considering the Rapture or even the 2nd Coming of Christ.  But, the above viewpoints do have an 
affect on those two events. 
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Now we proceed to a 10,000-foot view. This starts with how End-Times Scriptures are interpreted. 
These interpretation “theories” have a direct effect on how we see the Rapture, the Millennial 
Kingdom, and the Second Coming of Christ.  

 

There are 4 approaches to interpreting apocalyptic (end-times) writings in the Bible. These writings 
include Daniel and Revelation but also passages out of other books such as the Olivet Discourse in 
Matthew 24 (with parallel Scriptures in the other Gospels), Ezekiel 1-3, Zechariah 1-6 and others).  

 

1. Futurist – apocalyptic texts are predictive prophesy about events that have yet to be fulfilled.  
The book of Revelation from 4-22 is predictive prophesy of events yet to occur. Chapters 2-3 are 
historical and are applicable to all churches in the Church Age.  

2. Historicist – this approach sees Biblical texts as retellings of certain periods of history. These 
see the Book of Revelation as symbolic descriptions of historical events throughout Church 
history. 

3. Idealist – the Bible text are “idealized expressions” of struggles between good and evil that 
occur in every age.  Revelation is neither futuristic nor historic. These interpreters spiritualize 
and allegorize nearly all Biblical texts.  This allows anyone to force the Scriptures to mean 
anything they want.  For example, numbers in the Bible can be symbolic if it fits better into their 
world view. One well known church says that the 144,000 Jewish men from the 12 tribes of Israel 
are not real persons as described in Revelation, but rather, it is a number that can mean any 
number of believers that are saved and sealed on earth (that is, their entire church!). 

4. Preterist – the Biblical texts are seen as symbolic descriptions of events that occurred near or 
soon after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  They also adhere to an early date for the Book of 
Revelation. For example, we know that Jerusalem, Israel, and the Temple were destroyed in 
70AD. Therefore, the book was written before 70AD or very soon after. Full Preterists believe that 
Jesus’ return in Revelation 19 was spiritual and occurred in 70AD. Therefore, the millennial 
kingdom is still going on. This viewpoint came under attack and was declared as heresy.  There 
are those who hold to Partial Preterism. This type believes that most of Revelation was fulfilled in 
the 1st Century, but the final chapters are future. R.C. Sproul was a full preterist, then changed to 
partial preterism later on.  

 

Let’s go down to a 10,000-foot view of history, both now and in the future. 

 

The above are descriptions of how people interpret Apocalyptic literature in the Bible.   From these 
approaches to interpretation came four views of the End-Times:  These are all referencing the 
Millennial Reign of Christ.  These perspectives also influence how the Rapture is viewed as well.  

 

a. Amillennialism – “A” in Greek is negative prefix to words. In this case it means that 
there is no earthly millennial period. These folks believe that Jesus reigns today, 
spiritually, with His saints in Heaven. At some point in the future, Jesus will return, and 
this will be the end of the so-called Millennium (which is now 2000 years old). If there 
will not be an earthly Millennial Kingdom, what does that do to other prophetic events. 
Spiritualize them! 

i. Times of tribulation will still occur on earth until Jesus returns. There is and will 
still pain and suffering for us on earth even though Christ and the Saints are 
reigning. 
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ii. This means that there is no 7-year Tribulation in our future because we’re living it 
now.    

iii. Even during times of tribulation, the millennial kingdom endures…in heaven.  
iv. It is the responsibility of Christians to prepare the world for His return.  
v. In general, the numbers that are in Revelation and elsewhere are symbolic and 

not simply numbers. As I said, making then symbolic, you can ascribe whatever 
meaning you want to them.  

vi. This also means that Satan is already bound, and his power shattered by the 
Cross.  

b. Some proponents of this are: 
i. Augustine of Hippo, Martin Luther and John Calvin 
ii. JI Packer, Jay Adams, Hank Hanegraaff are  some of modern amillennials.  
iii. This isn’t heretical, its just a way to view the unspecified Millennial Kingdom in 

Heaven that parallels our unspecified time of tribulation until Christ returns.   Any 
obvious issues are normally handled through symbolic interpretations of 
Scriptures.   

2. Postmillennialism – The core idea of this view is that the gospel has the power to transform 
individuals, entire communities, cultures and the entire world 

a. It is when there is worldwide acceptance of the Gospel that the millennial kingdom 
begins. 

b. Jesus will not be physically present on this earth but will reign spiritually through the 
power and proclamation of the Gospel 

c. Nearly everyone throughout the world the world will trust in Jesus during this time…both 
gentiles and Jews.  

d. Entire countries and “civilizations” will change as people and leaders embrace the Good 
News of Jesus. Satan will be restrained, there will be peace and the saints of God will 
rule the nations. 

e. According to this viewpoint, the first resurrection in Revelation 20:5 is not a physical 
restoration from the dead, but it is a spiritual regeneration that occurs in every believer.  

f. Nearly all postmillennialists are covenantalists 
g. This view also sees the church as replacing Israel as the recipients of God’s Blessings. 

This is because of their interpretation of Matthew 8:10-12, 21:19, 21:43, Luke 20:9-16, 
Galatians 6:16).  The cursed fig tree is one of the Scriptures they use.   

h. NOTE:  Amillennialism and Postmillennialism believe in the Rapture but it will occur at 
the end of the millennium (however long that is) along with the 2nd Coming of Christ. 

i. This is a very slow process as seen in the pictures of the mustard seed and the leaven 
described in Matthew 13:31-33. 

i. Matthew 13:31-33  He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his 
field.  (32)  It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all 
the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.”  (33)  He told them another parable. “The kingdom 
of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till 
it was all leavened.”   

j. The great tribulation is NOW; this millennial time also is now but it also will extend into 
the future when after a time, Satan will be loosed, and Jesus will return to reign forever 
more on earth.  

k. Some who believe this are Origen, Jonathan Edwards; It grew popular in the 18th and 
19th Centuries and was the force behind many missionary movements. R C Sproul is 
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the best known orthodox preterist postmillennialist.  
l. Postmillennialism and Amillennialism are similar. The main difference is how and where 

they see the reign of Christ.  Amill’s see Jesus reigning with His saints in Heaven and 
Postmill’s see Jesus reigning on earth through the Gospel. 

3. Dispensational Premillennialism – This viewpoint embraces two ideas:  1) God will rapture 
Believers from the world before the wrath of God is poured out. After 7 years of God wrath, 
Jesus will return to begin His millennial reign (Revelation 20).  Those who hold this idea take 
Scripture literally unless the verse or passage indicates otherwise.  

4. Historical Premillennialism – this viewpoint states that the Rapture of the church and the 2nd 
Coming of Christ occur at the same time and immediately after the 7-yr Tribulation and before 
the millennial kingdom begins.  

 

Before we talk about the Rapture, please note that the millennial views are related to the Second 
Coming of Christ, not the rapture. The Rapture is mentioned but not the total focus of the millennial 
kingdom. This is because there are up to 7Rapture theories: 

 

1. Pre-tribulation Rapture 
2. Partial Pre-tribulation Rapture 
3. Mid-Tribulation Rapture 
4. Pre-Wrath Rapture 
5. Post-tribulation Rapture 
6. No Rapture 
7. Pan-Rapture 

 

I need to set some ground rules before we begin our discussion of the various Rapture theories.  
There is certainly a diversity of thought.   That diversity has led to major rifts in the Church as a whole 
and many splits in the local churches as well.  

 

With that being said: 

1. Even though I am personally a Pre-Trib person, I will teach all of the Rapture “theories”.  I’ve 

been told that some pastors do not teach anything else other than Pre-Trib. Calvary Chapel 

has a distinctive of being a Pre-Trib church, but I don’t consider it an essential doctrine, like the 

Trinity or Salvation by Grace or the 2nd Coming of Christ.  Perhaps the Rapture itself could be 

an essential doctrine but its timing is still left up to God. 

2. I know there are some here that have strong opinions. But I will speak to someone if they are 

trying to gather people to themselves in some form of sub-set of the church. We are one body. 

I went through this with when I was in CC Woodstock.  

3. I am also one who tends towards a literal interpretation of the Bible. I’ll use other methods if 

the plain sense of the verse doesn’t fit the context in which it was found. 

4. This book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ is just that. We must put all Scripture to the test of 

whether it is consistent with other revelations about the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  .   

5. Not every event that we are experiencing today fits into prophetic prophesy. It could but its not 

guaranteed.  

6. We live in a fallen world and even though we are saved, we are still dealing with our flesh, our 

common enemy, and the world systems mankind has created. Therefore, we MUST humbly 
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accept the notion that what we believe is the correct interpretation of the End-Times, may not 

be a perfect viewpoint. Even with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit we do not always think 

correctly or act righteously.  For example, many would say that they have the “mind of Christ”, 

but still interpret Scriptures to say that the Church has completely replaced Israel in all things 

and that God wrote them off them at 70AD.   

 

The most critical issue of our day is NOT November 3rd. It is being ready for His Return AND reaching 

others with the message of Eternal Life in the Son of God. Most will not listen. Most will reject you, 

ridicule you, hate you and debate you. I’m not saying this to scare you or discourage you. I say it 

because Jesus told us this while He was here on earth.  If, as some believe, we are really close to the 

end of end times, then we must be bolder in our witness to those around us. The Gospel of Christ 

Jesus is a life-saver. Perhaps, November 3rd will result in the greatest revival of all. We must be ready 

to give people answers by sharing His Life, living His Truth and walking His way. Then they will 

understand that as my Rabbi used to say, there’s a Heaven to gain and a Hell to shun.  Perhaps I 

would say, we will all live eternally…do you want to live with God where there is Light and Love or 

without Him in darkness where there is nothing but pain and fear.  
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At the end of these notes are 2 charts:  One for the Millennium and one for the Rapture. 
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