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Revelation 6  - Prelude – Beam me up Scotty! 

 

Today, I’m going to do a “quick” review of what we started last week.  I know that some of this is 

difficult (in other words, boring) but it is important for you to know that in Christianity there are 

disagreements on how a “Christian” is to view the world.  

  

Last week we talked about Covenantal vs Dispensational Theology. Those are the two main views of 

life on earth.  It matters which one you choose to believe because it will shape your understanding of 

the Second Coming of Christ and the Rapture.  While different, each view does have the Glory of God 

as its core. 

 

I have charts that attempt to distill each theological view. I also have charts to explain both the 

Millennial views and the Rapture views.     

 

Here’s the essence of each main theological view: 

 

Covenant theology Dispensational theology 

1. One overarching Covenant between the 
Father and Son  for salvation of the Elect 
(Hebrews 13:20)  God knew that Adam would 
fail in the Covenant of Works.  

2. Jesus fulfills this covenant on behalf of the 
ELECT 

3. The ELECT are saved by “special” grace that 
allows the chosen to come to Jesus. 

4. Once you are saved, you are always saved. 

1. History is divided into periods of 
time in which God dealt in a 
specific way with Mankind  

2. Covenants may or may not be part 
of a dispensation. 

3. There are 4 or up to 8 
dispensations 

4. All men are offered salvation. 
Some accept it and some reject it. 
Those who accept it by GRACE 
through faith are eternally saved. 
Those who reject it will experience 
God’s wrath! 

1. Reinterprets OT and has priority over it 
2. OT views as types and shadows of the 

greater meaning and realities of NT 
3. Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel therefore there 

will be no literal fulfillment of promises to 
Israel 

1. Literal interpretation of Scriptures 
unless another method is 
warranted.  

2. Types and Pictures must be 
understood on a case by case 
basis.  

3. Jesus is Israel’s head who will 
restore the nation as promised 

1. The Church replaces Israel as the people of 
God;  The “church” is seen in the OT (saints).  

2. The Law of Moses (all/parts) is still in effect 
today, especially the Moral Law 

1. There is a future role for Israel as a 
nation. 

2. The Church is distinct from Israel 
but does not supersede it or is the 
“true” Israel. It was started after the 
ascension of Jesus on Pentecost 
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Adherents are Amillennial or Post-Millennial but, 
the millennium is now.  The rapture, if believed at 
all, will be at the end when He returns 

Most are pre-Millennial. Some are 
post-Millennial in terms of the rapture.   

 

Comparison of Three Millennial View 

 Premillennial Amillennial Postmillennial 

Interpretations Literal but allow for 
types, parables, 
allegories and 

figures of speech 

Allegorical Allegorical and 
Symbolic 

Literal 1000-year 
Millennium 

Yes, and Future. No and Now.  No 
literal reign of 

Christ. When He 
comes, He Judges 

and Establishes 
Eternity 

No and Now. Christ 
will only come after 

the gospel has 
triumphed over 

mankind in a golden 
age of world-wide 

peace.  

Resurrections One Before None None 

Literal 
interpretation of 
Prophesy and 
Scripture 

Yes No No 

Unconditional 
Abrahamic 
Covenant 

Yes No No 

Church and Israel 
are distinct 

Yes No No 

Rapture vs Second 
Coming 

Separate Same   Same   

Moral Progress In decline In decline Improving 

 

Can you see why it’s important what you believe?  We are a dispensational church. We are a church 

that is not Israel but supports Israel.  We are a church that views ALL Scripture as the full counsel of 

God. We are a church that believes in the literal interpretation of Scripture in historical and 

grammatical context first unless it is obviously a parable, an allegory, a symbol, or a figure of speech. 

We believe that prophesy is fulfilled once but can have deeper meanings.  We believe that the New 

Covenant Scriptures provide those deeper meanings and revelations of God’s purposes and plans.  

And, we believe in the Pre-tribulational Rapture of the Church, a 7-year literal Tribulation and a literal 

1000-year Millennial of Christ on earth followed by a literal New Heaven and Earth and a literal New 

Jerusalem.  

 

I will, as I have said, teach the other viewpoints of the Rapture. But my focus must be on the Pre-Trib 

rapture because we are a CC church.  
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There are some “rules” here: 

1. No arguments.  I realize people want to be heard. But sowing seeds of discord is dangerous and 

unbecoming of a Christian. Must we be so right that we cannot bear to see others not believing as 

we do?   

2. God’s Glory is the goal of all we do here and studying His Word is a form of worship that gives 

Him the Glory only He deserves.  

 

Sometimes we must be aware of our motivations when we take a stand for or against someone’s 

theological viewpoints.  Let me give you some things we THINK about people who have a different 

perspective than ours: 

 
a. The no Rapture view is held by people who doubt the bible 
 
b. The partial Rapture is held because people think they are more spiritual 
 
c. Pre-Tribulationism is held because Christians wish to escape coming troubles 
 
d. Mid-Tribulationism is held because people want to compromise 
 
e. The Pre-wrath position is held because people want to believe something new 
 
f. Post-Tribulationism is held because some people believe we must suffer for the sake of Christ 

and His Gospel. 
 
Let’s begin our study of what Chuck Missler said was the “most preposterous” idea in the Bible…but 
it’s true nonetheless! 
 
There are many options to choose from regarding the Rapture: 
 
1. There is no Rapture 
2. Partial-Rapture Is Only For Spiritual Christians 
3. The Bible Teaches The Rapture But Nobody Can Be Certain About The Timing 
4. The Mid-Tribulation Rapture Theory 
5. The Pre-Wrath Rapture View 
6. The Post-Tribulation Rapture Theory 
7. The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Theory 
 
 

I. THERE IS NO RAPTURE: 

 
There are some Christians who deny such an event as the rapture of the church will take 
place. They claim that there will be no future episode where the Lord gathers up the believers 
to meet Him in the air. Those who hold this perspective believe the passages referring to the 
rapture have been wrongly interpreted. They contend believers will remain upon the earth until 
Christ comes again. Consequently, Christians should not be looking for the Lord to snatch 
them away in the rapture. 
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To begin with, the word rapture is indeed found in the Bible; it is in the Latin Bible! The English 

word rapture is taken from the Latin word “rapere” which means “to catch away” or “to snatch 

away.”  It is a translation of the Greek word “harpadzo” which basically has the same meaning. 

Therefore, it is wrong to say that the word rapture is not found in Scripture. It is simply not 

found in the English Bible. 

Some of the verses they use to defend their idea are: 

 

John 17:15  I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You 
should keep them from the evil one. 

 

John 17:20  “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me 
through their word; 

 

The problem is, you can’t just pull two verses out of the Bible but, adherents also say that the 

English translation of “caught up” is wrong and miss leading.  In addition, the “coming of the 

LORD” is ONLY to be understood as the Second Coming.  The United Church of God says 

that the Bible says “the saints rise to meet Christ at His return. But they aren't snatched away 

to heaven. They rise in the air to perform a fitting salute to the King of Kings and then join Him, 

not in heaven, but on the earth. If this is different from what you have heard or believed, you 

need to prove what the Bible actually says!” 

 

They also claim that the Pre-Trib Rapture idea was “invented” in the 19th century by John 

Darby and later confirmed by Scofield in the 20th.  But that’s not true.  The earliest on record 

comes from the writings of Ephraim of Nisibis (A.D. 306-373).  Ephraim was an important 

theologian in the Eastern or Byzantine Church. One of his sermons, “On the Last Times, the 

Antichrist and the End of the World,” is preserved in four Latin manuscripts. In this sermon we 

find a reference to the removal of the church from the world before the great tribulation. He 

says: 

 

All the saints and elect of God are gathered together before the 

tribulation, which is to come, and are taken to the Lord, in order that they may not see at 

any time the confusion which overwhelms the world because of our sins. 

 

The UCG also claims that we are mistranslating the word “meet”.  We need to look at the 

meaning of the Greek term translated "to meet" that Christ inspired Paul to use in 1 

Thessalonians 4:17.  

Dr. Leon Morris writes in the Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: "The expression 

translated to meet is kind of a technical term 'for the official welcome of a newly arrived 

dignitary'…and is very suitable in this context."    

 

Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words adds that the Greek word "is 

used in the papyri of a newly arriving magistrate. 'It seems that the special idea of the word 

was the official welcome of a newly arrived dignitary'" (1985, "Meet").   The problem is, the 
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UCG states that scripture should interpret scripture but then uses some unknown and 

undocumented piece of papyrus to bolster their view.  

 

They say that believers will not escape suffering nor should they! But  like believers 

before us, the apostles and even Job.  But what about Noah, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego?  

 

Without me commenting on this, I think you can see the issues with this perspective. Verses are 

taken out of context and words interpreted based on non-Scriptural sources. Verses confuse the 

Second Coming of Christ with the verses that speak of the Rapture. The resurrection occurs when 

Christ returns.   

 

One final note:  Just because some do not believe in the Rapture doesn’t mean that they are 

Amillennialists. They could be Pre or Post with regards to the return of Christ.  

 

All of the rapture perspectives are supported by Scripture.   It’s the interpretation of those Scriptures 

and sometimes they are very much influenced by their Millennial outlook.   Before we get into the 

meat of the rapture viewpoints, I want to take a quick look at two sub-perspectives:  

 

First, the idea that the Bible Teaches The Rapture But Nobody Can Be Certain About The 
Timing: 
 
This says that while the rapture of the church is a biblical doctrine, the living believers will be raptured 
at some time to meet the Lord in the air, but do we have enough information in Scripture to 
determine when this event will occur?    
 
According to this position, while we should teach the fact of the rapture of the church, it will be 
fruitless to attempt to determine the timing of this event as it relates to the Second Coming of 
Christ. 
 
On the surface, this sounds reasonable.  But some theologians and Pastor/Teachers believe that if 
we study the full counsel of God as written in the Old Covenant Scriptures and the New Covenant 
Scriptures, we might be in a good position to determine the timing WITH RESPECT TO THE 2ND 
Coming of Jesus. So, in this regard we will look at the timing of this event with regard to the 
Tribulation and the 2nd Coming.  
 
Next, there is an idea about a Partial-Rapture that is Only For Spiritual Christians.  Some believe 
that there are true Christians who are prepared or “spiritually worthy” to be raptured.  Either, you will 
be raptured before the Great Tribulation as a true believer, or you will be left behind.  Here comes 
weirdness:  Some believe that during the Tribulation, those left behind will be raptured when they can 
show their spiritual worthiness.  Others believe that if you are left behind, you will live through the 
entire 7-year tribulation.   
 
The thinking here is, “Why would the LORD “transform” carnal or unspiritual believers into His Holy 
Presence? These people are living in sin and don’t deserve to go with the rest of Christians.   Can 
you say “JUDGING”?  Can you say, “Rapture by Works”?  
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Not to be caught  without proof, these folks use a couple of passages as their proof: 
 

a. Enoch  was translated into heaven because he lived a godly life. Scripture says the 

following about what happened to him. 

Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him (Genesis 5:24). 

 

The obedience of Enoch is what allowed him to be “taken up” or raptured. 

 

b. The letters to the Churches included rewards for “overcomers”. These overcomers are 

spiritually strong and mature enough to avoid the sufferings of the Tribulation. 

 

c. The Parable of the Ten Virgins in Matthew 25 gives a similar picture: 

i. Matthew 25:1-4  "Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who 
took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  (2)  Now five of them were 
wise, and five were foolish.  (3)  Those who were foolish took their lamps and took 
no oil with them,  (4)  but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 

: 

Matthew 25:10-12  And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those 
who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.  (11)  
"Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!'  (12)  But he 
answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.' 

 

They say the 5 foolish virgins did not deserve to go to be with the Lord because they 
didn’t prepare properly.  But, are they foolish believers or something else? 

 

The said very clearly, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you”.   This is just like 
those He described in Matthew 7. They were NOT known by the LORD and therefore 
they will not go to Him in the Rapture.  I do not believe this is a picture of a partial 
rapture.   

 

I do believe that some who believe themselves to be Christians and never made a personal 
profession of Christ and received the Holy Spirits indwelling will not be raptured.  

(Romans 8:9)  But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 

 

In other words, you must be born again of the Spirit! 

 

I also believe that if there has never been any transformation in one’s life, any bit of conforming 
to the image of Christ, that person needs to do a deep introspection of their life and then allow 
God full access to your mind and heart.  

 

I am NOT saying that one cannot be saved during the Tribulation. I just don’t how much hell on 
earth you’ll have to go through before you go home to be with the LORD. Why would you even 
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want to take the chance?  Get right with God, through Jesus, Your Savior, NOW!  

 

If  you are a Christian and you struggle with sin, if you have your victories and failures, 
welcome to the family of God! We all do!  Read Romans 7, especially verses 14-25.  Then 
read 

 

1 Timothy 1:15  This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 

And 

Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me. 

 

Paul understood that in his flesh nothing good dwelt. Paul knew that it took the “faith of Christ” 
to live in the flesh!  Think on it and keep walking in the Spirit! 

 

Next week we will take up  

1. The Mid-Tribulation Rapture Theory 
2. The Pre-Wrath Rapture View 
3. The Post-Tribulation Rapture Theory 
4. The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Theory 
 


