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Good Morning!  We have been looking at the various Rapture scenarios and 
we have come to Premillennial Pretribulational Rapture of the Church.  

1. I believe that the best approach to all Scripture is a literal 

interpretation unless the passage clearly indicates otherwise.  

2. I believe that the best approach to the Rapture is the full counsel of 

God from both “Testaments”.  

3. I believe that nothing happens in  life without God’s perfect 

knowledge and perfect will.   

4. I do believe salvation is available during the Tribulation but only the 

most extreme masochist would want to go through that!  Therefore, 

we must warn others of the impending “Day of the LORD”. 
5. I believe that the Tribulation does have sub-sets of time. But in the 

Jewish mindset, the Tribulation isn’t divided into “judgment for 42 
months” followed by “wrath for 42 months which is referred to as the 
Great Tribulation.  The whole 7-year period is “the Tribulation” where 
God has judged those who dwell on the earth and cause His anger and 
indignation to be poured out.  This was the mindset of the Jews, from 
the Prophets through the 1st Century when Jesus taught. 

 

This morning I want to discuss the Rapture in general terms using 
appropriate Scriptures.   
 

1st we will review the 4 main Rapture passages to summarize what we 
learned a couple of weeks ago.   

2nd I will talk about the idea of imminency which we will see from 
Scriptures that Jesus spoke to His disciples.   

3rd I will demonstrate who will go through the Tribulation by using relevant 
Scriptures.  

4th I will also explain why the true Church will not be on that train.  

4th I will summarize and speak on how these things effect our lives NOW. 

 
 

1St – The Rapture 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 where Paul wants to straighten out an issue 

that came to that church. The church received some false teaching that 

some believed came from one or more who claimed that it came from Paul.  

They told the church that they were already in the 7-year Tribulation and 

they somehow missed the Rapture. Paul tells them, in effect, “No Way” and 
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then describes how the Rapture will occur.  He ended with “Therefore 

comfort one another with these words.”.   (1 Thessalonians 4:18)  Implicit in 

his explanation is the idea of the church being caught up into the air to 

meet Jesus!  Otherwise, as a good under-shepherd, he would have words of 
warning about the Tribulation.  
 

1 Corinthians 15:50-55 where Paul explains to the church the process of 
our rapture. We will inherit our immortal, incorruptible, glorious new 
bodies as we meet Jesus in the air, “in the twinkling of an eye”. 
 

Then we looked at John 14:1-3. Here Jesus gives comfort to His followers. 
He is preparing a place for us in heaven and will come again to bring us to 
our new home.  We learned about this picture had the Jewish Wedding 
Ceremony in mind. Part of that picture is relevant for today’s discussion:  
After the wedding and after the consummation in the wedding tent, the 
bride and groom celebrate for a period of seven days.  We too will 
celebrate when we are “taken away into our wedding tent” but it will be 
for 7 years while those who dwell on the earth are dealing with the 
Tribulation.  
 

And finally, we have Jesus’ words to the Philadelphian church in Revelation 

3:10. He tells them that because of their obedience to His command to 

persevere, He will keep them “from the hour of trial which shall come 
upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth”.  

 

#2 Any Day Now 
 

We know that the Rapture is real. But of course, we don’t know when it will 

happen.  I believe that it can occur anytime up to the signing of the 7-year 

Covenant between the Anti-Christ and Israel that will start the Tribulation 

(as we have learned from Daniel 9:27).  This “anytime” idea has a fancy 

name called “Imminency”, that is, His return for the Church is in a state 

of perpetual “not until the Father says so”.  The doctrine of imminency is 
found in Scripture in the following verses: 
 

Matthew 24:36  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, but My Father only. 
 

Matthew 24:42  Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your 
Lord is coming.   
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Matthew 25:13  "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. 
 

Acts 1:7  And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 
 

#3 – All Aboard? 
 

These are the main verses spoken by the LORD Himself. It is frustratingly 

clear that we simply do not know when.  But the idea of imminency goes 

one step further. It means that there are no known signs or events that 

must take place before the Rapture happens. This is why I believe that the 

Mid-Trib, Pre-wrath and Post-Trib raptures are in error because these 

perspectives all have one or more events or signs which must come to pass 
first! 
 

I believe that the entire Tribulation is a time of wrath, regardless of 

what people call it.  This wrath is for the unbelieving Jews and gentile 

unbelievers. They are the wicked, the rebellious, and those who have 

rejected the sacrifice of Christ for His  atonement for their sins.  This 

includes those who profess with their lips that they are “Christians” but 

their hearts, actions and attitudes say otherwise.  But, the nations are not 

the first and foremost target of the Tribulation. It is the Nation of Israel. 
Remember what Paul said?   
 

“but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness—indignation and wrath,  (9)  tribulation and anguish, on 
every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek” 
Romans 2:8-9   
 

The OT prophets warned the apostate Jews and described the “day of the 
LORD” as something to be avoided by repentance and righteous living, 
forsaking all other so-called gods like Ba’al and Molech: 

a. Isaiah 13:9  Behold, the day of the LORD comes, Cruel, with both 
wrath and fierce anger, To lay the land desolate; And He will 
destroy its sinners from it.   

i. Jewish Sinners and Idolators are the target 

b. Jeremiah 30:7  Alas! For that day is great, So that none is like it; 
And it is the time of Jacob's trouble, But he shall be saved out of it. 

i. God’s mercy and goodness will be available for those who 
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have finally recognized that their salvation cannot be gotten 
by works of the Law but by faith in their Jewish Messiah! 

c. Zephaniah 1:14-18  The great day of the LORD is near; It is near 
and hastens quickly. The noise of the day of the LORD is bitter; 
There the mighty men shall cry out.  (15)  That day is a day of 
wrath, A day of trouble and distress, A day of devastation and 
desolation, A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and 
thick darkness,  (16)  A day of trumpet and alarm Against the 
fortified cities And against the high towers.  (17)  "I will bring 
distress upon men, And they shall walk like blind men, Because 
they have sinned against the LORD; Their blood shall be poured 
out like dust, And their flesh like refuse."  (18)  Neither their silver 
nor their gold Shall be able to deliver them In the day of the 
LORD's wrath; But the whole land shall be devoured By the fire of 
His jealousy, For He will make speedy riddance Of all those who 
dwell in the land. 
 

These are all for apostate Israel and not the Church. We must keep separate 
and distinct unbelieving Israel, the Church of Jewish and Gentile believers,  
and the unbelieving Gentile Nations.  Unbelieving Israel and the 
unbelieving Gentiles will have to endure God’s indignation.  I believe that 
the nominal church will also have to endure His hot displeasure.  These are 
the churches who have distorted the scriptures or have created doctrines 
based on “special” revelations. The one they worship is an idol called “self” 
and “self-righteousness”.  These are the churches who are anti-Semitic and 
have compromised with the world’s ideas that sound loving and all 
inclusive but are an offense to our Holy and Just God!  

 

#4 – We are on that train! 
 

How can we know for sure that God will not include us in the 
Tribulation? 
 

Titus 2:11-14  For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men,  (12)  teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
age,  (13)  looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  (14)  who gave Himself for us, 
that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 

 



5 | P a g e  
 

Our Redeemer, our Savior, the One who bore all our sins to create His 
own special people suddenly forget His Covenant with us and begin to 
punish us by judgments that precede His wrath?   Yes, we will all 
stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ but where is that seat?  On 
earth or in heaven?    it’s in heaven!  

2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

This is a time of evaluation by the LORD. The things we 
have done and the motivation for doing them will be 
judged. There will be rewards for doing the works of the 
LORD with an attitude of gratitude for being able to serve 
Him and please Him.  All other things will be “burned up” 
or removed.  May I suggest then that when He asks about 
your life you should simply and humbly respond with 
“You know, LORD”.  
 

We have been told that “[For] the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  (Romans 1:18) 
 

That’s not a true believer who has the righteousness of God imputed to him 
or her at the moment they first believed! 
 

Our God would not work so hard to save us and sustain us (from self, from 
the world and from the enemy), just to say, “Oh by the way, you’re going to 
have to be roughed up so that you can prove your worth to Me and to purge 
you of all unrighteousness”.  On the contrary, we true, born-again believers, 
have been sealed by the Holy Spirit for the “day of redemption” when we 
receive our glorified, incorruptible, immortal, and sinless bodies. Christ has 
guaranteed that in the true Paradise of God, we will be able to eat of the 
Tree of Life, unlike Adam and Eve after they sinned and were expelled from 
the Garden!   
 

As the Apostle whom Jesus Loved, John wrote: 
 

1 John 3:1-3  Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on 
us, that we should be called children of God!  Therefore the 
world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  (2)  Beloved, 
now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed 
what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we 
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shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  (3)  And 
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 
pure. 
 

The phrase “purifies himself” is one of the first things the betrothed bride 
does. It is accomplished by the “Mikvah” a.k.a., ceremonial cleansing and 
the promise to remain chaste while she waits.  Our baptism carries a 
similar meaning whereby we accept our imputed righteousness and 
sanctification by immersion, and we promise not to leave nor forsake our 
Groom – just as He had also promised us! 
 

Listen again to the Word of God: 
 

Romans 5:8-10  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  (9)  Much more then, having 
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him.  (10)  For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life. 
 

Ephesians 2:1-3  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins,  (2)  in which you once walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in 
the sons of disobedience,  (3)  among whom also we all once conducted 
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 
 

Colossians 3:5-8  Therefore put to death your members which are on the 
earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry.  (6)  Because of these things the wrath of God is 
coming upon the sons of disobedience,  (7)  in which you yourselves 
once walked when you lived in them.  (8)  But now you yourselves are 
to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of 
your mouth. 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:10  and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised 
from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:8-11  But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on 
the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.  (9)  
For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,  (10)  who died for us, that whether we 
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wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.  (11)  Therefore comfort 
each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 

 

 

 
# 5 – Summary and what to do! 

 
The Bible does not explicitly tells us the timing of the Rapture. Thus, no one 
verse tells us that the Rapture will be pretribulational (or midtribulational 
or posttribulational for that matter). Does this mean that the doctrine of 
pretribulationism is unbiblical?  NO! For example, no single verse explains 
the doctrine of the Trinity or that Jesus is the perfect God-man.  Many 
important biblical doctrines are not given to us directly in one verse. Some 
doctrines are based on a consistent understanding of several related verses 
or passages.  When we look at the full counsel of God, we can see the 
validity of the Pre-Trib rapture. 
  

Summing up: 
 

1. God has promised the Church deliverance from divine wrath (1 Thess. 
1:10; 5:9; Rev. 3:10  

2. These seal judgments which open the Tribulation are consistent with 
divine wrath. The fourth seal speaks of the sword, famine, pestilence, 
and wild beasts. These are frequently used in Scripture as the 
expressions of divine wrath. Let’s look at Ezekiel 14:21  “For thus 
says the Lord GOD: "How much more it shall be when I 
send My four severe judgments on Jerusalem—the sword 
and famine and wild beasts and pestilence—to cut off man 
and beast from it?”   

a. Some make a distinction between the “wrath of satan or man” 
and “the wrath of God”. But in Revelation 4 and 5 we read that 
only God the Son (Jesus) was worthy to open the seals to 
release the wrath of God on those who dwell on the earth. God 
is in control! God allows satan to be the instrument of his 
wrath just like He called Nebuchadnezzar “My Servant”.   More 
on this next week! 

3. The Tribulation is preceded by signs and other events BUT, there is 
no mention of any signs or events that precede the Rapture of the 
church in any of the Rapture passages. The point is, we have been 
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told to be ready and look only for the return of the LORD from heaven 
and not to the moon or stars or signs and wonders etc.  They speak of  
blessing and the excitement of being with the LORD.   

4. The "mystery" nature of the Rapture: Paul wrote of the Rapture as a 
'mystery' (1 Cor. 15:51-54), that is, a truth not revealed until it was 
disclosed by the apostles (Col. 1:26). Thus, the Rapture is said to be a 
newly revealed mystery, making it a separate event than either 
the Tribulation or the Second Coming which are spoken of by the 
Prophets and even Jesus.  

5. No mention of the Church in Revelation.  If the Church were to be in 
the Tribulation period, surely one would expect at least one reference 
to the Church in this time period. The Church, however, which is 
referred to nineteen times in the first three chapters of Revelation, is 
suddenly silent and never referred to in chapters 4-18.   

 

Are you ready for the Rapture?   
 

I am not the type of teacher who can come up with clever acrostics or 
alliterations to explain Biblical concepts. For example, taking each letter of 
the word Rapture and explaining what the concept means. I am not the type 
of teacher that can give you “10 steps for holy living” or the like. I am the 
type of teacher who seeks the Holy Spirit’s guidance when trying to 
understand the application of what we are studying.   For example, if I 
believed that the Mid-Trib or Pre-wrath views are valid, I would probably 
discuss living off the land and how to survive when everything around you 
seems to be going to hell.  But what can I say about the Pre-Trib rapture? 
 

For the saved, whether you are convinced of a Pre-Tribulational Rapture or 
not, the LORD commanded that we be ready.  What did He mean?  We 
already read some verses that spoke of  the admonition to be eagerly 
waiting on the LORD for His expected return. But again, I don’t think being 
ready is only “looking up”.   
 

Are you saved? 
 

First and foremost, you must be born-again!  The Rapture is reserved for 
those who have forsaken the world and come into a saving relationship with 
Christ.   I presume that all who attend this church are saved. But just in 
case some are having doubts or someone is seeking from our live-
streaming, let’s look at a couple of verses: 
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John 3:16-18  For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.  (17)  For God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might 
be saved.  (18)  "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he 
who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

 

Romans 10:9-13  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus 
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  (10)  For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  
(11)  For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES ON HIM WILL 
NOT BE PUT TO SHAME."  (12)  For there is no distinction between 
Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon 
Him.  (13)  For "WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD 
SHALL BE SAVED." 
 

Our salvation had no prerequisites. Our salvation is a mystery because 
while we are saved by grace through faith, how can a degenerate soul say 
“yes” to God who is considered an enemy?  That kind of faith comes from 
the Author of our Faith, Jesus.  It comes by hearing the Word of God, 
especially, the Good News of Jesus the Christ!  Something mysterious 
happens (grace) and we are convinced of the Truth of Jesus and His 
Atoning Sacrifice and transforms a sinner into a saint! 
 

Salvation isn’t just about getting to heaven. The Gospels and all the other 
writings of the Apostles have clearly shown that our relationship with 
Jesus is the only thing that will see us through to our Departure from this 
world. That relationship comes instantaneously with our salvation. And just 
like our salvation, it too is based on faith and trust in our Savior. That 
relationship is based on seeing the things of this world with spiritual eyes 
and not our physical eyes. It’s the kind of faith that says, “Regardless of 
what is in front of me, I will not forsake my Savior and my God”.  
  

How can we maintain a relationship with our Invisible God? 
Ultimately, it is His faithfulness to those He saved that secures this 
relationship. And, it is based on the Truth of the Word that we who are in 
that relationship are sealed in it by the Holy Spirit who dwell in us (yet 
another mystery!) 
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But there are things to consider for your walks of faith: it is kept and 
enhanced by the following actions: 

1. Humility – yes, it is an action. It is a surrendering and submission of 
our will so that His will takes precedence in all things.  It is admitting 
that we are not perfect and that He does not owe us any explanation 
for what He says or does. Will Trump triumph?  Will Biden win? Will 
our nation collapse under the weight of its sin?  I don’t know but 
remaining humble before our Creator should cause us to be at peace 
regardless of what happens to us.  

2. Faith and Trust – and like Humility, these are also actions. 
Hebrews 11 makes it clear that our patriarchs did all things by faith. 
And it was that absolute faith and trust that allowed them to be 
satisfied even when they did not see the fruit of their labors.  

a. Hebrews 11:3  By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are visible.  

b. Hebrews 11:13  These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, 
embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth. 

3. Communication and Seeking His Face! 
a. Our Prayers should be fervent and honest; God is not 

intimidated by our anger or frustration. Look through the Bible 
to see how the men and women poured out their hearts to Him. 
My only admonition is not to stay in a state of anger towards 
Him. It will lead to bitterness and disappointment. Remember, 
He always answers prayer:  Yes, No and especially, not yet. 

b. Our daily devotions and time spent in the Word is also a 
form of communication and worship. We read what He has told 
us about ourselves and about Himself.  Don’t know what to do 
with all that’s happening around us?  His Word is a lamp to our 
feet and a light to our paths!   

i. Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please 
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him. 

ii. Psalms 27:8-9  When You said, "Seek My face," My heart 
said to You, "Your face, LORD, I will seek."  (9)  Do not 
hide Your face from me; Do not turn Your servant away in 
anger; You have been my help; Do not leave me nor 
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forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
iii. Psalms 40:16  Let all those who seek You rejoice and be 

glad in You; Let such as love Your salvation say 
continually, "The LORD be magnified!" 

4. A sacrificial love that is harvested from commitment and covenant 
and leads to those “good works” that God desires of His children 

a. Micah 6:8  He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what 
does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, 
And to walk humbly with your God? 

b. Ephesians 2:10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them. 

c. Philippians 2:13  for it is God who works in you both to will and 
to do for His good pleasure. 

5. Keeping fellowship with others in our body. Fellowship is critical. 
Remember what God said shortly after creating Adam? 

a. "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper comparable to him."  (Genesis 2:18) 

i. He spoke of “mankind” not just a man! 
b. We were created for relationship with God and certainly with 

each other!  It’s difficult to do church when we are not together. 
We need to see one another, give hugs or a godly kiss and we 
need to be an encouragement to each other, lifting up and 
building up our body. I know that it is certainly difficult to do so 
in this time of “The Covid”. I have tried to be sensitive to all 
sides and will continue to do so. But at some point, we will need 
to count the cost ON BOTH SIDES of this issue. 

 

And finally,  
 

Romans 13:11-14  And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first 
believed.  (12)  The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of 
light.  (13)  Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and 
drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.  (14)  But 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 
 

James 5:7-8  Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. 
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting 
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patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.  (8)  You also be 
patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

 


