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Revelation 7-8 

 

This past week I was thinking how difficult it is to determine how to apply what we are reading in the 

Book of Revelation to our lives in a practical way. Chapters 2 and 3 were great for personal 

reflection on the ways we are overcoming obstacles in our lives that are hindering our relationship 

with Jesus and perhaps keeping us from doing the things that He desires of us. The letters are also 

an encouragement because His grace and mercy are always offered to those willing to repent.  

The scenes and events in Chapter 4, 5, and 6 can be applied to lives in less practical ways, that is, 

they are given to strengthen us and encourage us so that the blessings contained in the Book can be 

ours!  Even in Chapter 6 we see one of the “side blessings” of knowing that our God is in control. The 

One who sits on the Throne is the One Who authored the scroll – which is the future culmination of 

history of this present dark world.  His Son was the only one worthy to unseal the scroll.  Each seal, 

then each trumpet and then each bowl is accomplished by His perfect will and in His perfect timing.  

This leads us to another application:  Jesus Christ is our True Shepherd who will rescue us from the 

wrath to come. Reading His Word helps us to discern His Voice from the many competing voices 

vying for our attention.  We learn to hear Him and to follow Him.  

Having completed chapter 6, I need to once again remind us that there are more interpretations of 

this book than anyone has time to digest.  Many of you have read the book several times and 

certainly have been through many teachings including podcasts, tapes, cd’s and books. I bring this up 

again because there is little in this book anyone absolutely agrees on except that God wins in the 

end.   

Before we begin chapter 7, I need to talk a bit more about the scroll. There is one scroll. It is a 
continuous revelation of how Jesus will bring all current wickedness to a complete end by righteous 
judgment leading to righteous wrath against His enemies.    This scroll is described in the Book that 
John is commanded to write. There are, in the Book, other prophesies, revelations and events that 
appear to be outside the flow of the Scroll. How all these things fit together is difficult to discern.  

 

I believe that the 7 seals, 7 trumpets and 7 bowls are, in themselves, chronological. The 7th seal 
introduces the 1st trumpet, and the 7th trumpet leads into to the 1st bowl.  There are two ways to 
understand these 21 events:   

1. a straight-line of events which become increasingly intense over the 7 years of the Tribulation 
much like the 10 plagues of Egypt OR   

2. there is just one set of 7 judgments described 3 different ways whereby the 7th judgment of 
each set starts a new description of the previous set. In other words, the trumpets are a 
different picture of the 7 seals and the bowls are a different perspective on the trumpets and 
seals. 

a. I prefer the chronological presentation of the 21 judgments because the descriptions of 
each of these judgments don’t line up unless some juggling of the events occurs. Also, 
we have to make sense of some of the numbers (for example, the 4th seal caused  25% 
of the population to be killed but in the 6th trumpet,  33% of the population is killed.  This 
seems to indicate that these are two distinct events rather than a retelling of one).  

 

Then we get to chapters that don’t seem to fit into any of the 21 events that are revealed.  Some call 
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these “interludes” which seems to imply that there’s a break in the action (that is, something different 
occurs but they are still chronological).  However, I am not a fan of this general interpretation. I do see 
these things as a break in the narrative that introduces more information that may either explain what 
we are seeing more clearly OR these are things that span all or parts of the 7-year Tribulation.   

 

This is where we are today in chapter 7. In chapter 7 we are introduced to the 144,000 Jewish men 
who are chosen to be servants of God AND then we will see another scene in heaven. In Chapter 8, 
we see Jesus opening the last and 7th seal.  

 

(Revelation 7:1 NKJV)  After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on 
any tree. (Revelation 7:2 NKJV)  Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal 
of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the 
earth and the sea, (Revelation 7:3 NKJV)  saying, "Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we 
have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads." 

 
The fact that 6 seals have been opened means that what’s being described here must be 
before the first any of the seals were opened.  

 

God had directed His servants, the 4 angels to hold back the wind that would blow across the 
whole earth. Winds are often symbolic of the LORD’s destructive judgments. They are also 
used to bring the judgment to completion, like the locusts in Exodus.  

 

The phrase “After these things” doesn’t have to mean “what comes next” but what is revealed 
to John so that he can understand what he has already witnessed.  This may be an answer to 
the question raised by those who were trying to hide from the wrath of God in the previous 
chapter: 
 

(Revelation 6:17 NKJV)  For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?" 

 

(Revelation 7:4 NKJV)  And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-
four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 
 

The answer is, these 144,000 will be able to stand. Anyone else who has come to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus as Messiah will also be able to stand.  But these men have a special 
calling requiring a divine seal being placed on their foreheads. (it doesn’t say if it is visible 
or invisible).  The significance is that the seal implies both ownership and protection.  

 

To further understand the 144,000, Chapter 14 gives us more details. Since we will be reading 
this later, let me just give you the details: 

1. The 144,000 are protected even through the time of God’s wrath and are seen with 
Jesus at Mount Zion at His return (Rev_14:1).  

2. They are virgins and remain chaste (Rev_14:4).  

3. They are the beginning of a greater harvest (Rev_14:4). 
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4. They are marked by integrity and faithfulness (Rev_14:5). 

 
In terms of interpretation, verse 4 must be taken literally.  We know that the Church is already 
with Jesus. We know that the Antichrist has been revealed and has made a covenant with 
Israel.  Now, the LORD has called out 144,000 from the 12 tribes of Israel to be His servants. 
How will they serve Him? Just as we are serving Him now:  to be witnesses of the Way, the 
Truth and the Life that is Jesus, the Son of God, the Son of Man. In other words, their calling is 
to proclaim Jesus as LORD and Savior throughout the world.  

 
The makeup of these Jews is found in the next 4 verses: 

 
(Revelation 7:5 NKJV)  of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben 
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed;  (Revelation 7:6 
NKJV)  of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand 
were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed;  (Revelation 7:7 NKJV)  of the 
tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; of the 
tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed;  (Revelation 7:8 NKJV)  of the tribe of Zebulun twelve 
thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin 
twelve thousand were sealed. 
 

I think the Holy Spirit loves to mess with the minds of people who like to figure out everything 
that is written in Scriptures. There are several places where all 12 tribes are listed, but they are 
different.  Here you can see that Ephraim is left out and so is Dan, but Joseph and Levi are in 
the list.  The problem is that even though there were 12 sons of Jacob, he adopted 2 more 
(Ephraim and Manasseh, the 2 sons of Joseph) making 14. In Exodus 1, 12 are listed (Joseph 
was listed representing his 2 sons).  
 
The additions and subtractions have Scriptural precedent. In Ezekiel 37:16, Joseph is 
compared to Ephraim.  

 

Ezekiel 37:16 NKJV  "As for you, son of man, take a stick for yourself and write on it: 
'For Judah and for the children of Israel, his companions.' Then take another stick and 
write on it, 'For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel, his 
companions.' 

 
In Deuteronomy 33, Simeon is left out of the blessings of Moses. In Ezekiel 47-48, Levi is left 
out of the tribal allotments in the Messianic Kingdom.   
 
Many like to figure out why Dan isn’t included. Some speculate that the False Prophet will 
come from Dan or that the Antichrist himself will come out of Dan. But again, these are just 
guesses.  Some think it was because Dan brought idolatry into the Promised Land. 
 
The plain truth is, it’s not totally understood why some names were put in or taken out. The 
simplest explanation is that there is no explanation. As they say in the South:  it is what it is.  
 
However, God knows and that’s good enough for me.  
 

(Revelation 7:9 NKJV)  After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one 
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could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 
 

“After these things” appears to propel us further into the 2nd half of the Tribulation.   Here are 
believers from every walk of life, from every nation. They are beyond counting!   Chapter 14 
adds more details about a great harvest. We will visit that in due time.  

  
(Revelation 7:10 NKJV)  and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  (Revelation 7:11 NKJV)  All the angels stood around 
the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, (Revelation 7:12 NKJV)  saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen." 
 

This is another wonderful time of worship of God!  Myriads of people, angels, elders and the 4 
living creatures join in perfect unity of adoration and thanksgiving to the True God of all Life. I 
can’t wait! 
 

(Revelation 7:13 NKJV)  Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in 
white robes, and where did they come from?” 

 
An elder once again asks John about what he is witnessing, especially those who were in 
white robes! 
 

(Revelation 7:14 NKJV)  And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones 
who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 
 

And, once again, John correctly answers.  The elder then tells him that these are the martyrs 
and others who have been killed through the Tribulation, especially the last 3.5 years.  Make 
no mistake about how they were saved. Martyrdom doesn’t save anyone. They were saved 
like everyone else, both Jew and Gentle:  the blood of Jesus that makes their robes as white 
as snow!  Someone has said, it’s not their death that makes a martyr but their life of sacrifice 
for the sake of Jesus and His Gospel.  
 

(Revelation 7:15 NKJV)  Therefore they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in 
His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 

 
These all will serve God in His temple, that is, in Heaven. And God will dwell among them 
forever and ever!  Does this mean that they will see the face of God and live?  Seems to! 
 

(Revelation 7:16 NKJV)  They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not 
strike them, nor any heat; (Revelation 7:17 NKJV)  for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will 
shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes." 
 

And if that weren’t enough, there will be no hunger or thirst; there will be no sunlight with its 
heat.  They will be shepherded by the True Shepherd. He will lead them to living fountains of 
water!  And God, the compassionate, the loving, the gentle Creator will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes – tears that are from their sufferings on earth, not their guilt or shame of past 
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sins – that was removed the moment they first believed! 

 

We talked before about “tribulation saints”, those who, like the prodigal son, came to their senses and 
returned to their True Father God. They came  through the Blood of the Lamb who allowed all these 
things to happen. They came to eternal life because the Holy Spirit, while no longer providing restraint 
on the unbelieving world, was still regenerating and renewing sinners.   

 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 NKJV  (3)  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not 
come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,  
(4)  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that 
he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God ….  (6)  And now you 
know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.  (7)  For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the 
way.    

 

Being taken out of the way doesn’t mean that the Holy Spirit will not be here during the 
Tribulation, but that His restraining influence will be removed.  Since we know that there 
will be many saved during the Tribulation, the Holy Spirit will continue to convict, 
regenerate and renew those who come to the LORD.  

 

It is sad to see so many people blaming God for all He was doing during this time while never 
recognizing that it was their own wickedness, pride and rebellion that caused His wrath to be poured 
out. Throughout history it was their fierce persecution of His children (both Israel and the Church) that 
caused Him to fulfill the Scripture, “vengeance to My enemies, I will repay those who hate Me” 
(Deuteronomy 32:41). 

 

What I like about this “revelation” in Chapter 7 is that Jesus gives us a glimpse of the beginning and 
the end. It solidifies the idea of His being in control. He sealed 144,000 servants at the beginning and 
brought them through the outpouring of His wrath during the 7 years.  He is still the Savior and the 
Judge to the Jew first and then the Gentile.  He still wishes that none will perish. And His Mercy that 
endures forever is still seen.  

 

Revelation 8:1-5 NKJV  When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about 
half an hour.  (2)  And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven 
trumpets.  (3)  Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was 
given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar 
which was before the throne.  (4)  And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, 
ascended before God from the angel's hand.  (5)  Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire 
from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an 
earthquake. 

 

Silence is a sign of respect, submission and anticipation.   

 

Habakkuk 2:20 NKJV  "But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence 
before Him."  (see also Zechariah 2:13) 
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Something is about to happen, something big! 

 

Seven angels are given seven trumpets. Another angel came to stand by the altar. (Remember that 
the tribulation saints and martyrs were there (6:9)). He is holding a golden censer.  The golden censer 
was the real one that was copied on earth for the tabernacle and temple. It held coals and incense. Its 
smoke rose up to heaven and, after being carried into the Holy of Holies, it’s smoke covered the 
mercy seat so that the High Priest could not look upon the LORD.  

 

The incense was to be offered WITH the prayers of the saints. And the smoke and the prayers 
ascended before God from the angel’s hand! 

 

The next thing explains that the prayers of those under the altar were about to be answered.  The 
angel took the censer, filled it up with the fire from the altar and threw it violently upon the earth.  John 
and the others could hear the noises, thunderings, lightnings and an earthquake as it struck the earth.  

 

The first trumpet was about to sound….Next Week.   

 

Some believe that the first trumpet was blown in the middle of the first 42 months of the Tribulation. 
Some believe it was blown sometime in the last  42 months. I don’t have an opinion about this one 
way or another. There are very few time markers in the Book.  

 

We are at a stopping point for today.  From Chapter 6 on to the end, where God is dealing with Israel 
and the gentile nations regarding their rebellion and wickedness, what lessons can we apply to our 
lives now,  knowing that we will be spared from experiencing those 7 horrendous years.    

 

We have spoken about the need to be ready and to be expecting His return at any moment.  We have 
spoken about the need for His Word and the criticality of Prayer.  We have spoken about the need to 
warn our family and friends about the coming judgment and outpouring of His wrath. Many will scoff 
and reject the Truth. We have no control over that.  

 

Since we are here today, what else should we be doing?  Paul taught the church much about Jesus, 
the Father, and the Holy Spirit. Each lesson on theology was designed to effect a change in our 
thinking and our hearts that would lead to actions that would be pleasing to our Creator.  For 
example,  

 

Colossians 1:15-23 NKJV  (15)  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  
(16)  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for 
Him.  (17)  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.  (18)  And He is the head of the 
body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 
preeminence.  (19)  For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,  (20)  and by 
Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having 
made peace through the blood of His cross.  (21)  And you, who once were alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled  (22)  in the body of His flesh through death, 
to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— (23)  if indeed you continue in 
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the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you 
heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

 

That’s a lot of theology.  But Paul continues and gives us more practical ways to express the changes 
that are being made inside us by the Holy Spirit as He renews of our minds and conforms us into the 
Image of the Son. For example,  

 

Colossians 3:2-5 NKJV  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.  (3)  For you 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  (4)  When Christ who is our life appears, then you 
also will appear with Him in glory.  (5)  Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: 
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

 

Colossians 3:8-10 NKJV  But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.  (9)  Do not lie to one another, since you have put off 
the old man with his deeds,  (10)  and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of Him who created him, 

 

Colossians 3:12-17 NKJV  (12)  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender 
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;  (13)  bearing with one another, and forgiving 
one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must 
do.  (14)  But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.  (15)  And let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.  (16)  
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  (17)  And 
whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him. 

 

These days of waiting are difficult. We are seeing our country change in ways that we never 
expected. We are witnessing a “mini tribulation” where things seem to be falling apart (and the year 
isn’t even over yet!).  But like the 7-year tribulation, God is in control of the what and the when. He’s 
in control of the how and the how much. When we forget that truth, we become frustrated.  It’s 
frustrating to see the stupidity of evil and the constant attempts to make the evil of man to be good 
and the goodness of God to be evil. It’s frustrating and at times infuriating to see the apparent 
success of evil.  

 

But just like Paul was teaching, knowing God is the cure for that dis-ease.  It involves the most 
practical thing I can tell you:  You have a choice.  

 

You can choose to overcome fear and temptations (fear is real; God is more real).  You can choose 
to submit and surrender your limited but powerful will to His will which is always perfect, just, 
righteous, peace-filled, and restful. You have to come to Him first (which you have) and then you 
have to abide in Him (for apart from Him you can do nothing). (See Matt 11:28-30; John 15);   

 

Regardless of the trials, the tribulations and the turmoil, the Scriptures speak of the “comfort of the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:31); “comfort of the Scriptures” (Romans 15:4); “the comfort of God (Romans 
15:5; 2 Corinthians 1:3); “the comfort of His love” (Philippians 2:1); “the comfort from the teachings of 
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Paul” (1 Thessalonians 4:18; 5:11), the “comfort of Christ Jesus” (2 Thessalonians 2:17) and finally 
“the comfort of fellowship” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).  This last comfort can only happen if we lay aside 
our pride (not wanting others to think we are weak) and to reach out to a brother or sister in Christ!  

 

In other words, “Be still” and know that He is God. 


