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The Book of Romans has been described in many ways. Luther said 
that it is “... the absolute epitome of the gospel”. Calvin said that to 
understand Romans is to understand all of Scripture.  And the 
English poet, Coleridge said that Romans was “The most profound 
work in existence.”  These are just a few testimonies praising this 
most magnificent book.  

 

One of the verses contained in Chapter 1 set the world on fire when a 
Roman Catholic monk named Martin Luther was struggling with one 
verse out of the book of Psalms: 

 

In You, O LORD, I put my trust; Let me never be ashamed; 
Deliver me in Your righteousness.  (Psalms 31:1 NKJV) 

 

Luther couldn’t understand how God’s righteousness do anything but 
condemn him to hell as a righteous punishment for his sins. For 
David to write ‘deliver me IN Your righteousness’ was nearly 
incomprehensible. As he thought on this, Romans 1:17 kept coming 
up in His mind: 

 

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; 
as it is written, "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." Romans 
1:17 

 

The church taught that the righteousness of God could never justify a 
man.  Works were needed. The Church was needed, But Luther had a 
moment of revelation when he realized that it through God’s grace 
and sheer mercy, that He justifies all of us by faith.  And thus, the 
reformation was born. The Roman Church dug their heels in and 
refused to believe this truth and therefore remained bound in chains 
of legalism, religiosity, rituals and even idolatry.   

 

So, yes, this book is a very big deal! 

 

Paul wrote the book while in Corinth during his 3rd missionary 
journey. He wanted to visit Rome but had obligations to the believers 
in Jerusalem.  Most date the writing from about 52 to 56 AD. Paul 
had been a believer some 20 years now.  Even though the book placed 
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before all Paul’s other writings, it wasn’t the first “letter” he wrote.  
Most believe that Galatians was his first letter. And following that, he 
penned the two Thessalonian letters and the two Corinthian letters. 

 

But Romans was different compared to Paul’s other letters.  Each of 
those were written to correct some issue that was hampering the 
church from living out it’s calling of “making disciples of Christ 
Jesus”.  Two things about the church in Rome stand out:  First, the 
church of Rome was not established by Paul. Secondly, his letter 
seems to indicate that there were no known issues there. So, why did 
Paul write to them?  Why did he spend so much time with theology 
and doctrines and less time on practical “Christian” living?    There 
aren’t any answers but perhaps some ideas might be apparent as we 
study what Paul wrote.  

 

There is one reason why we need to study this letter. This letter is all 
about God. God is mentioned more than 140 times in this one letter 
alone. He is mentioned more than justification, faith and 
righteousness combined which is amazing since these are at the core 
of Paul’s teaching.   Paul has given us much to think about. And I 
believe we will learn a lot about the One True God with whom we will 
spend our eternal life!   

 

It is my hope that through this letter, you will come to know our Lord 
God and Savior in a deeper, more intimate way. Yes, He is the God of 
all creation!  But He’s also the God of each one of us, personally. 
Perhaps we all can come to “…”LOVE THE LORD OUR GOD WITH 
ALL OUR HEART, WITH ALL OUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL OUR 
MIND.”  Not for love’s sake alone, but with our eyes ever fixed on His 
Face so that we can serve Him willingly and completely for who He is 
for He is “the LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no 
means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children and the children's children to the third and the fourth 
generation." (Exodus 34:6-7 NKJV) 

 

He is the God worth knowing!  So, let’s begin! 
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Romans 1:1-17 NKJV  Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be 
an apostle, separated to the gospel of God   

 

Paul and the other writers of the NT scriptures all referred to 
themselves as ‘slaves of Jesus Christ’ which is what the literal 
meaning of the word used here.  The English ‘bondservant’ 
softens the idea and makes it more palatable to our post-slavery 
sensitivities.   But Paul, Peter, James, John and Jude all wore 
the label like a badge honor because of the One whom they 
served. They all gave themselves over to the care of the Good 
Shepherd who laid down His life so they could live and spread 
the Good News to all in “Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  (Acts 1:8)  

 

Paul’s apostleship was conferred on him by Jesus. The 
resurrected Jesus revealed Himself in a powerful way to Paul.  
Some believe that Paul was supposed to be the 12th apostle, but 
the disciples became impatient and chose Matthias by casting 
lots (a throw of the dice). 

 

Paul, with the other apostles, were not only called but also 
sent as ambassadors or witnesses of the Risen LORD. Part of 
being sent was separation from the world to be set apart for 
God’s sovereign purposes – as evangelists, teachers, pastors and 
leaders in building the body of Christ, a.k.a., the Bride, a.k.a., 
the Church.  

 

Paul was not only separated from the world, but he was 
separated to the Gospel of God.  Paul refers to the Gospel in this 
manner 6 times. (Peter uses this designation once (1 Peter 
4:17)).  I love this name because it reveals how the Father, Son 
and Spirit were the focus and reason for the Good News, that is, 
the Gospel is a revelation of all that was hidden until Jesus. The 
great I AM, came down to rescue mankind from itself.  

 

(2)  which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy 
Scriptures,  
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The Gospel of God is not a man-made idea, but the fulfillment 
of promises made to Israel and all the Nations. The promises 
were wrapped in prophesies, in pictures, in types, in covenants 
and even in obscure people like Melchizedek or Enoch about 
whom we know nothing other than he walked with God and 
God took him before he died.  

 

But still, the prophesies were all about the Messiah. His first 
coming and second coming were all detailed in the OT 
Scriptures. These prophesies are what separates the Bible from 
any other writings in the entire world throughout all time.  No 
other book ever written can reveal the who, what, when, where 
and how of human history – before it ever took place!  Each 
word is God-breathed. Each word speaks truth. It gives us a 
perfect understanding that there is a God in Heaven and, more 
importantly, none of us are Him. 

 

(3)  concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the 
seed of David according to the flesh, (4)  and declared to be the Son of 
God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead.   

 

The prophets wrote about God’s Son, Jesus the Christ and the 
LORD. He existed on earth as a man, born of the seed of David 
“according to the flesh”.  Yes, the Promised Seed of a Woman 
who would crush satan; the Seed of Abraham who would bless 
all the nations and bring salvation to the whole household of 
faith and, the seed of David who would sit on the Throne of 
Israel forever! 

 

Psalms 89:34-37 NKJV  My covenant I will not break, Nor 
alter the word that has gone out of My lips.  (35)  Once I 
have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David:  (36)  
His seed shall endure forever, And his throne as the sun 
before Me;  (37)  It shall be established forever like the 
moon, Even like the faithful witness in the sky." Selah 
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The Seed was to be a man, not a theophany, not a Christophany, 
not a spirit or phantom as some claimed…but a real flesh and 
blood man.  

 

But he was “declared” to be the Son of God. The translation of 
the Greek word for ‘declared’ is misleading. We think of a 
declaration as an announcement or proclamation. But a better 
translation is perhaps ‘ordained’ or ‘appointed’ and we know 
that this was done in eternity past.   

 

His ordination was sealed by His resurrection from the dead 
when He was raised up by the power of the Spirit of Holiness. 
He proved without doubt that He is God’s only begotten Son 
“who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of 
His person and upholding all things by the word of His power, 
when He had by Himself purged our sins, (and) sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high…”. (Hebrews 1:3 NKJV)   

 

(5)  Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for 
obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, (6) among 
whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; (7) To all who are in 
Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Paul was all about grace. God’s grace empowered him, 
motivated him, and equipped him for his assignment that was 
given to him by the LORD Himself. Even his obedience was 
attributed to God’s grace.  And not only Paul, but all of us who 
all called of Christ Jesus. We too cannot do nothing without 
God’s grace in our lives.  All good works, all good thoughts, all 
good words that we speak are because the grace of God is 
working in us through His most Holy and Righteous Spirit.  

 

In verse 7, Paul finally addresses those to whom he is writing:  
‘all who are in Rome’.  But not everyone, but to those who 
are called saints. The phrase “to be” before the word ‘saints’ was 
added by a translator. All true believers are ‘saints’ by their 
calling. But let’s not think of saintliness as piety or being 
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reverent. The word ‘saint’ means ‘most holy’ as in the Holy 
Spirit’.  We often resist the idea of being holy because it comes 
with solemn and bleak pictures of monks or others who have 
separated themselves from the world.  Peter wrote: 

 

“but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct, because it is written, "BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." (1 
Peter 1:15-16 NKJV) 

 

However, true holiness is only found in Jesus. This doesn’t 
excuse us from yielding our will to Him who will lead us in 
holiness, when we are “in” Him, it is Jesus’ holiness that trumps 
our pitiful flesh.  Paul wrote elsewhere: 

 

And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in 
the body of His flesh through death, to present 
you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in 
His sight—if indeed you continue in the faith, 
grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the 
hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached 
to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a 
minister. (Colossians 1:21-23 NKJV) 

 

(8)  First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your 
faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.  (9)  For God is my 
witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that 
without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers, (10) 
making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the 
will of God to come to you.  (11)  For I long to see you, that I may 
impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established— 
(12) that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me.  (13)  Now I do not want you to be unaware, 
brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until 
now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the 
other Gentiles.  (14)  I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, 
both to wise and to unwise.  (15)  So, as much as is in me, I am ready 
to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also.   
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Paul, who had never been to Rome, reveals his pastoral heart 
towards the saints in Rome.  His words are sincere and 
encouraging. Throughout the Roman world, people often spoke 
of their faith in God. With all the struggles Paul had in the other 
churches, he was pleased to hear about their faith.  

 

Paul tells them that he prays for them and has been praying for 
the opportunity to visit. The phrase “for God is my witness” 
is about as strong a declaration any man of God could state. He 
wants to assure them that he says what he means and means 
what he says. Too many people say that they will pray for 
someone but forget or neglect it. The best thing is to stop what 
you’re doing and pray right then and there. And when the Holy 
Spirit brings a name or face into your mind – stop and pray! 

 

Paul was anxious to preach to them. He wanted to give them 
spiritual insights that might enhance their walks with Jesus. 
The goal was stability and steadfastness.  He understood the 
Roman culture and how difficult it must have been for them. 
Jewish and Gentile believers were not thought of in a positive 
light. To the Greeks, everyone who wasn’t steeped in the Greek 
culture were considered barbarians… Greeks considered 
themselves as wise, with wisdom far exceeding anyone else. 

 

Perhaps as an acknowledgement of these things, Paul mentions 
Greeks and barbarians, wise and unwise. He is ignoring the 
cultural labels and says that his calling places him in debt to all. 
Ultimately, he is in debt to Jesus who saved him and sent him 
out to reach the Gentiles.  

 

Verse 15 is an expression of Paul’s eagerness to come to Rome. 
He wasn’t saying that he was “prepared” to go but that he was 
chomping at the bit and could hardly contain himself.   

 

(16)  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and 
also for the Greek.  (17)  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith; as it is written, "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY 
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FAITH."   

 

As I mentioned before, these verses had a huge impact on 
Luther and others. Somewhere along the way, even shortly after 
Jesus’ ascension and even shortly after the giving of the Holy 
Spirit, satan was up to his very old tricks. He didn’t stop Jesus 
but perhaps he could mess up His Church!  In came strange 
doctrines; in came legalism; in came religion and for many, out 
went relationship!  The gospel was getting a black eye! 

 

But despite of all this, Paul declares that he is not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ. Strange thing to say. But remember, the 
Romans had developed a sophistication which they were very 
proud. Their achievements excelled and spread throughout the 
world. They loved new philosophies and new ways of thinking. 
How would they react to a new religion that focused solely on a 
crucified Jewish Savior who supposedly was raised from the 
dead? Some might shrink back from trying to explain this 
“Good News”.  Others wouldn’t even try.  

 

But Paul was no ordinary man. Paul had Jesus in him and with 
him. Paul understood that the Gospel of Christ was carried 
along by the power of God. This power is in it not by man’s 
cleverness or abilities, that is, we can’t give it power - its power 
is God Himself!   The gospel is not ‘self-help’. It never says, 
“hey! pull yourself up by your own shoestrings”.  No, the 
gospel does all the heavy lifting!  And if truth be told, this power 
could do the impossible:  turn a sinner into a saint without any 
help from any person.  

   

In these first 17 verses we see both the heart of a man who once was 
hell-bent on destroying the early church. This man was steeped in 
Pharisaical, rabbinic Judaism that relied heavily upon the ‘oral law’ 
which was often revered over the written word. There was no logical 
reason for the hatred many of the Jewish leaders, including this man 
had for Jesus. It was simply a spiritual battle for the soul of man, 
targeting, at first, God’s chosen people, the Jews. Yes, Paul was this 
man and he was happy to guard the cloaks of those who stoned 
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Stephen to death simply because he believed in the Jewish Messiah. 
But the spiritual met the emotional and the irrational and the battle 
was steeped in fear – fear of losing control of the masses; fear of 
losing status, wealth and power. Paul too gave into these fears.  

 

But God had a better idea. “Hey Paul!  Why are you persecuting 
Me?” “Hey Paul, this is Jesus calling and I just want to know that your 
kicking against the goads will get you nowhere!” “Hey Paul, I’m 
thinking that you need an attitude adjustment that can only be 
accomplished by the Hand of God”, “And, Hey Paul, I AM God”. 

 

Paul gets his marching orders: “Go and to bear My name before 
Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel”.   

 

And now, twenty years later and several missionary trips throughout 
the Empire, Paul pens the greatest teaching on the Good News of 
Jesus Christ ever written. He pens this letter to send to Rome in 
anticipation of a trip he’s been trying to make. The letter is theology. 
The letter is doctrinal. The letter is an evangelical tool. The letter is 
foundational to Christian faith and Christian practice. The letter is all 
about God, who He has revealed Himself to the Romans and truly the 
rest of mankind!  It’s a letter about what He expects from His beloved 
children.  The letter is even more than this – it teaches, it exhorts, it 
gives hope, and it explains things that are difficult to understand.  

 

Today is our first step on a journey through the greatest mind the 
world has ever known – the mind of God.  Are you ready as Paul was 
ready – eager to know your Maker, your Savior, your Friend and Your 
LORD?  Then hold on to your hats…. 

 

 

  


